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1. Name of Property
historic natne Simeon Alexander Jr. House (preferred)
other names/site number  Alexander - KiabUck House

2. Location
street & number Millers Falls Road [*/fll not for publication
City, town Northfield vicinity
state Massachusetts code 025 county Franklin ode Oil zip code m ?ftn
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
rX| private IXH building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
I I public-local I Idistrict 1 1 buildings
I | public-State I Isite sites
I | public-Federal I Istructure : structures

| [object < . objects

1 1 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
NA listed in the National Register  N/A

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinign, thepppdperty [ 3 meets didoes not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

ute of eertifying official ExeCUti\Ae Director, Massachusetts Historical Darf Commission;
H storic Preservation Officer
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification givarA™ il tl'a
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
ANentered in the National Register.
f 1 See continuation sheet.
0 determined eligible for the National
Register, d | See continuation sheet.
1 Idetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

I Iremoved from the National Register.
O other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



S neon A exander Jr. House, Northfield, Mssachusetts
6 Function or Wse

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Donestic/ S n?I e dwelling;, multiple Donestic/Sngle dwelling, Secondary
dwel ['ing. Secondary structure Structure

Virk in Progress

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)
_ foundation Stone
Early Republic/Federal walls Wood; Clapboard; Asphalt Shingle

roof Asphalt Shingle

other.

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The 9 neon Aexander Jr. House, Northfiel d, Mssachusetts, is|ocated on
MIlers Falls Foad, al so knowmn as [ower Min Street or Route 63, approxinately
four mles south of Northfield Center (Northfield Min Street Hstoric
District, NR1982). Northfield, founded in 1671, is |ocated on both the east
and west sides of the Gonnecticut Rver innorthern Franklin Gounty, at the
Nw Hanpshire | ne.

Built ca. 1780, the five-bay, 2 1/2-story dwelling with anell sits ona '
terrace about 330 feet above the Connecticut R ver onwhat was once the
shoreline of glacial Lake Htchcock. The house i s oriented east, and set back
approximately 150 feet fromthe road. Once the seat of the Aexander famly
farm the house has | ost its associated agricultural outbuildings, which
formerly stood to the south. Anoncontri utln? nodern garage i S |ocated to
the south of the house, where the barns once stood, I s fronted by a curved
gravel driveway. Ablacksmth shop al so stood on the propert%,n. 250 feet to
the north of the house, Jlust west of aline of naple trees. ile the trees .
survive, the shop i s nolonger extant.

To the west, behind the house, open |and gradual | y descends to the R ne
Madons al ong the riverbank. The tracks of the Central Vernont Railroad cross
the hillside about a quarter mle belowthe house. The pastures southand
west of the house are still |eased to neighboring farnmers to use for grazi nP
cows. The now heavily wooded hill onthe east si'de of the road, which steeply
ascends to the peak of South Muntain (elevation 930 feet), was part of the
or|%| nal Aexander farm Scattered 20th century housing lies to the north and
south of theproperty.

The house consists of a2 1/2-story, single-pile nain block with a 2 1/2-story
ell extending to the southwest. Both portionsare of post and
construction with asphalt sheathed ridge roofs. The buildi n? IS presently
covered with asphalt shingles; beneath these, the original clapboards, once
painted yel | ow survive. Vark has been in pro ress for a nunber of years to'
renove the aslohalt siding and restore the clapboarding. Shingle renoval thus
far has revealed the presence of sinple trimon the nan bl ock, including
plain cornice and cor nerboar ds.

11! e Uikikli:

fx| See continuation sheet
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The main block faces east; it rests on a dry-laid fieldstone foundation and
rises above a full basement. Its facade is five bays wide with a central
entrance. A small gable-roofed porch on plain posts shelters the entrance;
the Victorian entry door contains panes of etched glass and is a late 19th
century replacement.

The south-facing ell, joined to the main block with a half hip roof, is six
irregularly spaced bays wide with an entryway in the second bay. Like the
main block, the ell's eastern portion rests on a fieldstone foundation above a
full cellar; the western end, however, sits on a crawl space. This suggests
that the house saw two phases of construction. A long pitch-roofed porch
supported on plain posts, probably early 20th century, cover the ell's rear
portion. At various times, as documented by photographs, the porch was either
open (as it is at present) or enclosed.

Fenestration throughout the building includes a mix of late 19th century 2/2
double-hung sash and some late 20th century reproduction 12/12 sash windows.
There appear to be two early sash windows, one 6/9 located in the attic story
on the main block's gable end, and one 9/9 on the second story of the ell's
western gable end. The ell also contains two pairs of six-pane casement
windows lighting the kitchen and, at the western end, a mid-20th century
picture window. All windows are simply enframed.

The main block's large center chimney was removed in the 19th century and
replaced with a smaller one, although the chimney base of the original
survives in the cellar. At present, there is no chimney projecting from the
roof of the main block. The ell's chimney is also not original, having been
rebuilt early in the 20th century.

Until the past decade (1980s), a low store room extended from the juncture of
the main block and the ell on the building's northern side. Although that
room (which was seriously deteriorated) has been removed, its scar remains,
covered with tarpaper; it will likely be covered with replacement clapboards
once the building's restoration progresses to this point.

The building's interior has been little changed, and the essential plan, as
well as much of the original finishwork, survives. In plan, the main block
consists of two parlors arranged on either side of a central core chimney and
stairhall with dogleg staircase. The ell plan includes a room on either side
of a staircase. In the early 1940s, the house was divided into two
apartments; by the late 1950s, it had once again become a single-family
residence.

The house's most notable room is the north parlor, which has wall paintings on
three walls. Birds, animals and trees are depicted beneath Federal-style

(continued)



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

S neon A exander Jr. House,
Section nunber _ L Page 2 Northfield, Massachusetts

swags and are believed to have been done shortly after the house vas built.
They were discovered in the 1970s as the owners began to restore the house.
Beneath five leiyers of wallpaper, they found renarkable freehand paintings,
described in the Historic Deerfield Quarterly as follows:

Three walls . . . have circles 20" in diameter with a different bird or
beast in the center of each. These fanciful and colorful forns can be
identified as a long tailed peacock or pheasant, a boldly feathered eagle,
a nest wth three baby birds ina tree and flying ducks, plus the usual
stylized dog or wolf and the heraldic lion inan upright or sitting
osition. The walls have a swag tyﬁe border at the ceiling, with scrolls
etween the decorative circles on the spaces between the wndows. |tis
white, black and |ight red color on natural plaster. The whole of the
wal | painting is infragile condition. B tw of the wndows part of the
swag design I's |ost because of patches in the plaster, probably nade when .
work vas done at the wndowcasings. O the west wall a'large plaster
patch covers another section of the painting. But the elegant, exciting,
I ndi vidual roomenvironnent created Ey the artist is clear and

di stinguishable. The south or fireplace wall has fine fielded paneling
painted off-white.?

The south parlor has a cased sunmer beamand original wainscoting. The
fireplace surround is partially in place; raised field panelling found in the
attic is believed to have once been installedin this roomas well. The
panel l ed door to the front hall retains early hardware.

The front staircase is original; one wall of the stairhall is panelled while
the others, up through the second floor stairwell, are plank. Qher early
features throughout the house include both panelling and plank walls in the
upper chanbers and wide plank floors. Several additional panelled doors with
period hardware also survive. Mdern wiring and plunbing were not installed
until the 1930s; the kitchen was renodeled I n the 1940s.

A single noncontributing outbuilding stands on the property; itis aca 1950
two-bay garage, and stands on the site of the earlier barns.

Not e

1"On the Tmil of Stinp," Historic Deerfield Quarterly (April 1977, Vol.
XVi, no. .

(conti nued)
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Archaeol ogi cal  Description

A least one prehistoricsite, 19-FR2 the Lord's Field Site, is recorded
on the property. Little information is available for the site other than one
di agnost |.c.pr01| ectile point recovered indicatinga Mddle Archaic conponent.
Four additional prehistoricsites have been recorded in the general area
(wthin one mI.eS). Tnelﬁh sical characteristics of the property, well drained
terraces bordering a tributary streamof Fne MeadowBrook, which drains into
the Connecticut Rver indicates |ocational criteria favorable for native
settlement and subsistence activities. @dven the |ocational characteristics
of thevproperty one known site and other site densities in the Connecticut
Rver Valley, the size of the parcel (29.175 acres), and limted historic
period disturbances, a high potential exists that additional prehistoric
cultural naterial wll be found.

There i s a high potential for significant historical archaeol o?i cal
renains on the property. Controlled testing and excavation can help locate
robabl e structural renains of the blacksmth shop originally located north of
he house. Qher outbhuilding remains ny also be Present. Simlar research
can also help define the limts of the frash dunp located west of the house
and itstenporal range. Q:cuPatlonaI-reIated features (additional trash pits,
privies, wells) are also likely around the house.

(end)



Simeon Alexander Jr. House, Northfield, Massachusetts

8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| Inationally O statewide [K] locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [ X]A [X]IC | ID

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ZJA HHC NEOLIG

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Atchitecture G 1780- 1941

Exploration and Settlenent

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A N/A

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The I neon Aexander Jr. House, Northfield, Mssachusetts, isalate 18th
cent urxl residence that typifies the housing built by prosperous Connecti cut
Rver Valley farners inthe second hal f of the 18th century. The housei s

the best preserved |ate Colonial-early Federal farnhouses survivingin
the Northfields Farng sectionof Northfield, once the nost active farmng area
in this rural comnmunity innorth-central Mssachusetts. Particularly notable
Is the house' s north parlor wall decoration, apparently the work of an
I tinerant painter whose work has been identified elsewhere inthe area. The
property was under Aexander famly ownership fromthe tine of the house's
construction ca. 1780 until 1941. " The Sneon A exander Jr. House thus retains
integrity of location, design, materials, feelgn? and associ ation and fulfils
|Crltlerla Aand Cof the National Register of Hstoric Paces on the |ocal
evel

Northfield, today arural suburban coinnunity, is the northernnost . - 0. -
Massachusetts town i n the Connecticut Rver valley. The town straddles both
sides of the river onland that rises sharply above the floodpl ain.
Northfield was originally granted as Squakeag Plantation in 1671 on the east
side of the Connecticut Rver, with the west side granted in 1673 as _
Nal | ahuncongon.  The area had been occupi ed by Native Amwericans for centuries,
archaeol ogi cal evidence shows |ate Archai ¢ and Wod and period settlement on
the rich alluvial neadows andfertile plains of the area. Wthin Northfield's
borders i s sone of the richest agricultural land inthe mddle Gonnecticut
Rver Valley, including floodplain and |ake bottom once covered lgjy Prehl storic
Lake Htchcock. MNative planting fields hadlon? been establi shedat G eat

~ while native hunting |Tkely occurred at P ne Madons, directly bel ow
the nomnated property, and other |owlying areas.

The first Eiropean settlenent, bﬁ/ residents from nearby Northanpton |ocated to
the southwest, began in 1673 with the establishment of a planned, |inear

street village near the northern endof the present town boundaries, above the
Geat Medowand the Connecticut Rver. Theoriginal palisadedsettlenment

See continuation sheet



Simeon Alexander Jr. House, Northfield, Massachusetts
9. Major Bibliographical References

nn See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

I Ipreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested nn State historic preservation office
I Ipreviously listed in the National Register I 1 Other State agency
I Ipreviously determined eligible by the National Register I IFederal agency @\
undesignated a National Historic Landmark I ILocal government
| Irecorded by Historic American Buildings I I'University
Survey # e other ANV
I lrecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # Massachusetts Historical Gonm ssion

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property Approximately 29 acres

UTM References
ALLSJ) 171a 715 61Q 147 23 30 0 B LL_aJ 1710i715iftiol 14i 71 ?i ?!di hi nl
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
cLii_ 83 17107720 14,72 3| 5,1,01 _ o N
D Llj_ad 171fii7l7i 1iOol 14i712i317i8i0!
E 18 707520 4723780 o ,
F 18 707310 4723320 I |1 See continuation sheet e

Verbal Boundary Description

See Assessors' Map '
1,0 f.

| | See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The bounds of the nomnated property were drawn t o follow, as closely as possibl e
the original extent of acr eage owned by the Al exander famly

Exci uded, however, i s ’t he
acreage on t heeast side of Millers Falls Road which i snow covered with secondary
forest and growth.

| 1See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By Director
namefitte ~osdi Johnston, Northfield Historical Commission with Betsy Friedberqg. National
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date December 1990 Regietcr
street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston n state MA zip code 02116
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followed an inportant nativetrail, presently Foute 63. Settlement was
abandoned during King Philips Vi in 1685 and again in 1689, resett|enent
commenced in 17.14, and the town was incorporatedin that year.
Reest abl i shnent of settlenent confirmed "the Street" (later Min Street) as
the primary north-south axis along the east side of the river. It was the
main route to the nore popul ous |ower Connecticut Rver Valley towis to the
south. Throughout the Col onial period, nuch of the town's devel opnent was
confined to a two-mle-long stretch of Min Street, defined by MIlers Brook
to the south and Pauchaug Brook to the north.

In 1765, Northfield consisted of sixty houses and had a popul ation of 415.
Mbst settlers had cone from the lower Connecticut Valley tows, as well as
Foxbury, Dorchester and Connecticut. At md-century, sone residents,
descendants of original settlers, had begun to nove anay from "the Street”
toward the south end of the town, which contained the nost fertile farm and.
Centered on lower Main Street, also known as the ."Road to Sunderland" (Route
63), the newy settled area cane to be known as Northfield Farns. Mst of the
"md Farns" was purchased by nenters of the Stratton famly. Hezekiah
Stratton erected a | arge five-bay house with hal f-hipped roof along |ower Min
Street, about four mles south of the village center, ca. 1763; the building
al so served as a tavern. ViMen Sneon Alexander nmarried a Stratton daughter in
1780, he would build his house and establish his farm nearby.

S neon Alexander Jr. (1759-1849) was a nenter of one of Northfield s earliest
famlies residing on "the Street." The house of S neon Alexander Sr., built
ca. 1773, survives on upper Min Street inthe village center. The first

A exander, George, cane to Northfield ca. 1673 from Northanpton. A exanders
were promnent I ntow affairs and held a variety of mlitary posts. S neon
Aexander Jr. was a lieutenant inthe Revolutionary Arny and was present at
the surrender of General Burgoyne at Saratoga in 1/77. In 1780, S neonJr.
married Jerusha Stratton, daughter of Hezekiah Stratton, whose taverni s
described above. At the tinme of their marriage, Aexander purchased the |and
on which the present house sits fromhis father-in-law. It vwas |ocated a half
mle north of the Stratton tavern. The ori?inal A exander purchase i ncl uded
sone thirty acres of land on both sides of lower Min Street. Construction of
the house i s believed to have begun at the time of Sneon and Jerusha's
marriage. Inplan and form the A exander house closely resenbles the
Stratton tavern; it islikely that the two buildings were the work of the sane
artisans.

A exander establisheda blacksmth shop on the ﬁroperty, a short distance
north of the house. |tis no [onger standing, having been renoved in the
1940s; however, the Alexander famly is known to have maintained the shop for
at least 70 years, fromca. 1780 into the 1850s. The famly suppl enented
their smthing incone with farmng. Sneon Aexander had oxen, cattle and
swine, and inthe early 19th century, cider-making was noted in the assessors

(conti nued)
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records. It is likely that small-scale farming continued to provide family
income throughout the 19th and early 20th centuries, though specific
information is presently unavailable.

Simeon and Jerusha. had seven children, but only-three, including their heir,
Samuel (1787-1875), survived. Samuel Alexander inherited the property upon
his father's death in 1849 and his account book indicates that family
portraits once graced the parlor walls, along with a Cheney tall case clock.
At least two daughters of the family attended the newly opened Deerfield
Academy early in the 19th century. Perhaps most indicative of the family's
wealth and pretensions is the wall paintings surviving in the north parlor.

Several outbuildings, none surviving, were built to support these enterprises
during the period. A series of barns, sheds and fenced paddocks, visible in a
1930s photograph, evidence a thriving farmstead. AIll were removed during the
1940s, when the property left Alexander family hands, and onMy a few
foundation stones remain to serve as a reflection of the property's
agricultural past. Today, pastureland still associated with the property is
leased to neighboring farmers for grazing cattle and sheep. Northfield
remained a community whose economy was agriculture-based well into the late
20th century. Today, some farms remain; however, many have been sold off and
the town now is largely a bedroom community for more industrialized towns,
such as Greenfield to the southwest.

In 1941, the house was sold by Samuel Field Alexander, great-grandson of
Simeon Alexander Jr., to Charles Tenney, and then to the Tatter's son-in-law
in 1948. During Tenney family ownership, the house was divided into two
apartments. The present owner's family took possession of the property in
1956 and returned it to single-family occupancy.

Because of its massive size and ell plan, it has been suggested that the
Alexander House, like the neighboring Stratton property, may once have served
as a tavern. This assertion is presently unsubstantiated; however, the ell
plan type is often associated with taverns of the late Colonial and Federal
periods. The ell plan typically incorporates two gable-roofed components of
similar length joined at right angles by a half-hipped roof connector. Such
is the case with the Simeon Alexander Jr. House.

The house's north parlor retains remarkable handpainted wall ornamentation,
perhaps its most notable feature. Several scholars have examined the work,
which, though deteriorated, is still quite visible. Similar work also
survives at the nearby Stratton Tavern, and both are probably the work of the
same itinerant painter. Some have identified the artist as Noah Graves, or
"Stimp," possibly of Sunderland.” Similar work has also been identified in
Conway and houses in Sunderland and Chicopee, although the latter buildings
are no longer extant. Nina Fletcher Little, scholar and connoisseur of the

(continued)
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decorative arts, wrote of these paintings:
"When | first saw the freehand painting in the Stratton Tavern | though
the brush s.trokes were the most accomplished and graceful of all this type
of work | had seen, and observation of further examples of his work
strengthens this opinion. . . | think this unknown itinerant is the most
interesting and probably one of the earliest (early 19th century) freehand
wall painters, and any example of his work should be photographed and
preserved."2

In another letter, Margaret Coffin of Saratoga Springs testified that:

"the importance of the wall painting . . .[may] be recognized as a
significant example of brush-stroke, freehand, ornamental painting . . .
Few examples of this rare kind of wall painting still exist and although

the painting in the [Alexander] House is faint, pattern can be traced.
Because of this, the painting has been attributed to a specific decorator
. . . who. painted along the Connecticut River Valley in Conway, Chicopee,
and Sunderland as well as in the Northfield area. Six or seven (one is
uncertain) specimens of the same painter's work have recently been
identified in eastern New York State. This work is early; what has been
dated was done in the 1790s. a fact which contributes to the rarity of
examples still extant. . ."A

In Northfield, only about a dozen houses built before 1800 survive. While
several are 1 1/2-story cottages, most are larger dwellings, and several in
the village center are five bay, 2 1/2-story, gable-roofed houses with center
chimney much like the main block of the Alexander House. In Northfield Farms,
only four late Colonial-early Federal houses survive. Two, the Field-Smith
House and the Hoiton-Browning House, both built ca. 1785-1790, have been
substantially altered in recent years. The third, the Stratton Tavern, is
severely deteriorated. Although OIld Sturbridge Village holds an easement on
the Stratton Tavern, the building at the present time (1990) is for sale, with
no known plans for its preservation and rehabilitation. Thus the Simeon
Alexander Jr. House, with its remnants of early wall painting, is the best
preserved reminder of Federal-period life in Northfield Farms.

Not es

Andi Gates, "Wl painting excites Northfield historians," in Qeenfield
Recorder, January 21, 1977. .

"N na Fletcher Little to Donald Friary, Novener 27, 1976

Margaret Coffin in support of National Register nomnation. Ny 12, 1985

(cont i nued)
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Archaeol ogi cal Significance

Snce patterns of prehistoric occupation in Northfield are poorly
under stood, any survivi n(t;; sites would be significant. Sitesinthis area nay
provide inportant elenents in settlenment el s*between |arger habitation
sites along the Connecticut Rver and snaller sites along secondary tributary
streans and upland terraces inthe river valley. FEarlier sites onthe
property nay al so provide data oncultural adaptation. Definitions of
seasonality for these sites nay also provide inportant data pertaining to
subsi stence rounds within the Connecticut Rver Valley as a whole.

H storic archaeol ogical remains described above have the potential for
providing detailed informationon the changing social, cultural and economc
patterns that characterized the inhabitants of one of the nore successful 18th
and 19th century rural farns inwestern Mssachusetts. Archaeol ogical renains
can al so provide informationon agricultural technologies used at the farmand
how they evolved with a changing rural, state and regional narket. Additional
technol ogi cal information can be gained from studies of blacksmthing at the
farm and const ruction techniques used to build the house and related farm
structures and out bui | di ngs.

(end)
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NATIONAL
REGISTER

March 21, 1991

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed please find thefollowng nomnation:

Sneon A exander, Jr. House, MIlers Falls Road, Northfield (Franklin Gounty)
Massachusetts, 01360.

There has been no owner objection for the property Iisted above.

The nomnation has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qwners were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neetingand
\(/j\ere afforded the opportunity to comnment. Nb corments have been receivedt o
ate.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmssion

Encl osur e:

cc: Chairperson, Northfield Historic Commssion

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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NATIONAL
REGISTER

May 16, 1991

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

ATTN: Ms. Byers

RE S neon A exander, Jr. Hbuse National Register nomnation

Dear M. Byers:

Encl osed you find the Northfield Assessors N for the Sneon A exander, Jr.
House, MIlers Falls Road, Northfield, Franklin Gounty, Massachusetts. This
docurent ati on now nakes the nom nation conpl ete.

Il:fyou have further questions please donot hesitate tocontact ne at this
of fice.

Sincerely,

Doug Kel | eher _
National Register Assistant
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

encl osur e

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



