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DESCRI PTI ON' :
Date 1869
Source Tamly History

Style Ttalianflt. f?

ArefMtect  Unknown
Exterior wall fabric O apboard

Qut bui I dings Garage

Mpjor alterations (wth dates) Vdoden

porch posts replaced with wought iron.
smal | porch added on east side (20th centui

Mved No Date NA
Approx. acreage 2 1/3 acres
Setting The house i slocated on a small

wnofied lot at the haqge nf the Hondap. Mt.

Range. A m xture of scattered residences,
industries, and coimerciai properties are
| ocat ed nearby. A
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ARH TEGURAL S GNH CANCE (Describe ijiportant architectural features and

evaluate i nterns of other buildingswithin the cannunity.)
The Charles Browne house i s a sinple exanple of an inportant regional variation of
the Italianate design, “stiich was popular inNorth Adanas after the Civil V. The
shal [ ow hi pped roof, brackets and pol 5?gonal side-bay w ndow are characteristic of
the style, as well as the three-bay main facade, side-placed entryway sheltered by
smal | porch, and essentially square plan. o e

HSTCRCAL SSAONFH CANCE (Explain the role cfwers played in local or state

history and how the building relates to the devel opnent of the ccnnunity.)
This building ishistorically significant as the hene of Charles A Browne, a noted
local inventor who made several important contributions to the constructionof the
Hoosac Tunnel (NR 1973). Browne's hone, which he built in 1869, was constructed
not far fron the west portal. As an inventor, Browne's nost inportant work was the
perfection and manufacture of an electric blasting cap fuse, a device that proved
invaluable to safe and efficeint construction where explosives wererequired.

Bom inthe Town of Adans in 1842, Browne worked at various jobs before he began

his first associationwi th the work on the Hoosac Tunnel in 1863. At that tine,

he worked for Hol brook & Hawkins, the mason contractorsvho suppliedthe brick.
Apparently, through this connection, he next worked i niMryland for the UJS. Blasting':
Oi | Gonpany inthe construction of a railroad. These jobs must have provided

himwith experience inworking with Explosives, for by the late 1860s, he was in

Nw Yprk City trying to perfect an electric fuse, e ).} W ,

The problemthat nost concerned him was to devise an electric fuse that could operate
in the danp conditions of the Hoosac Tunnel. Wile working on various jobs associated
with the tunnel, he continued to experinent on devel oping a safe, efficient

electric fuse. In 1869, while experimenting with fulmnate of copper, there was

an accidental explosion thait eventually cost Browne his eyesight. Browne obtained,

in 1870, a patent for an electric fuse. His brother, Isaac, described the device in (continue
B BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)

Record of Deeds, Adans, M -
"Charles A Browne and Brother," paper written.bylsaac S Browne, 1928
United State Patents, Patent Nunbers 108,324; 125,558; 128,945 ; 151, 004; 152, 790;
158, 672.

Material in possession of Mss Ruth Browne, North Adans, M A ,
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Hi storical Significance ,

the following manner: A , A T
"Two insul atedwires, termnatinginthe chanber of a small wooden

plug, were separated at their points about onesixteenthof aninch. .?
Inthis chanber was deposited a few grains of ful mnate of copper, :

hel d i nplace by a smal| pasteboard disc. This plug was then inserted >i
in anouter shell, containingthe burstingcharge. | f intended for a * !
hi gh explosive, like Nitro Gycerine, fulmnate of nercury was used,

\"iile for powder ignition aless powerful powder was anpl oyed, usually

a chQ rafeof potash preparation.”

Fulmnate of copper was sensitive to electrical influences, and deteriorated with
age. Charles Browne devel oped a primng that alvoided these difficulties.

Wth the patent obtained, Charles andlsaac established afirm Charles A Browne
and Brother, to manufacture the device. They constructed a anall factory across
from Charles Browne's house arotnd 1870. (The factory is at 949-953 (hiutxjh St., but
is extensive |y altered and no longer retains integrity.) Thecontractorsin

charge of the Hoosac Tunnel constructionbecane the Brownes' best custoners. Thus,

it was not coincidental that the factory, and Browne's house, were | ocated near the
road to the west portal of the tunnel. .

The fuse was only oneof several patents Browne obtained while hewas without full
use of his sight. Patents were also secured for the following iteHs: Box for
seidlitz-powders (January 9, 1872); Electrical Condenser (My 19, 1874); Explosive
Gonpound (July 7, 1874). In addition, Browne i s creditedwith devel oping speci al
tools for work onthe tunnel. .o A " C

Charles A Browne and Brother had a special arrangenent with the Laflin and Road
Powder . by which they supplied blasting cap fuses exclusivelyto that firm
Exceptions were nade only to the Hoosac Tunnel contractors andtw other clients.
This associationended i nthe early 1880s when Laflin and Rand took on another client
and iindersold the Brownes. Wien work onthe tunnel was finished, the Browne
brothers were unable to conpete and went out of business,

In 1882, the factory and all its machinery was soldto A C Houghton, principal owner
of the Arnold Print Woirks. |t is not known what usethey nade of the building,

al though it wasstill used as a factory aslate as 1929. Wth his business ended,
Browne retired to manage his farm He died i n 1907, |eaving the house to his son,
Wliliam WIlliamC Browe was a noted local historian. This tradition has been car-
ried onby his daughter. M ss Ruth Browne.

Criteria for Evaluation .. ) o » ®

The Charles A Browne House, a well-preserved exanple of aregionally specificform
of Italianate-"tyle architecture, retains integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, andfeeling, as well asassociation with acentral figure
in the devel opnent of the Hoosac Tunnel, inventor Charles Browne. Thebuilding thus
fulfills Criteria A° B, and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

V Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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3. Classification

Category Ownership Stitut
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5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible?

7. Description

Condition

excellent CU deteriorated
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altered

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
EU completeness
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragr*h)

e summary paragraph

C| completeness i .
O clarity

« applicable criteria

im justification of areas checked

O relating significance to the resource

e context

« relationship of integrity to significance ,
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e other ‘

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification ;

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

e Maps
* Photographs
e other
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