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Resource #
Shelby

1 5

SH 270 
County

1. Name of Resource:
Philomen Bird House

16. Date:
Original Building un

2. Original Owner:
1882: Philomen UBird

3. Other Names:
Winford and Lucy Day Bailey

4. Prehistoric Site 
Historic Site

BuildingX 
Structure

Object 
Other

Addition [
1 T O4-i-

*7:rc?ft
GREEK

fteiN VENACULAR
TEMPLE REVIVAL

rw
[80

1

1

5. Location: Waddy Quad;; S.S. Vigo Road (KY ()() 19. No. of Stories:7 wG 
1005), 1st house east of Beards/Logan Rd.

.

6. Owner's Name:
W.J. BiilA. Thomas

[ P
7. Owner's Address:
Chenoweth Farms
Route 1, Shelbyville, Kentucky 40065
8. Evaluation: N.R. Potential [MR
9. Recognition <5c Date: 

Nat. Land mark ___ 
Nat.Register ___ 
Highway Marker KY Inventory 1986
KY Landmark Certificate

10. N.R.Statiis & Date:
ll.N.R.Group: 

District Name: 
Mult.Resource Area£HELBY CO MRA 
Thematic Name:

12. Historical Theme: 
Primary: ARCHITECTURE
Secondary: 
Other:

[ 
[
[

[030
[ 
[

1

]
13. Statement of Significance:

The property is significant on a local level 
under criteria c: as the only known house of 
this- 'exterior!-:form in the county that has main­ 
tained the majority of its physical integrity. 
The side-passage plan was not often built ".and 
is':rarely ;em]Delished with such stylistic details 
as this vernacular Greek Temple example Ib 1
14. History:
THE PROPERTY WAS ORIGINALLY OWNED BY 
PHILOMEN BIRD BEFORE 1882 WHEN THE HOUSE 
IS INDICATED IN THE SHELBY COUNTY ATLAS. 
WINFORD AND LUCY BAILEY, GRANDPARENTS OF 
THE PRESENT OWNERS PURCHASED THE FARMXFR 
DM BIRD CIRCA 1890. MRS. BAILEY LIVED 
IN THE HOUSE UNTIL HER DEATH IN 1936. 
BAILEY RAN THE SOB ACRE FARM AND RAISED 
TOBACCO,. CATTLE, HOGS AND CORN. HE ALSO 
SERVED AS SHERIFF OF SHELBY COUNTY.

20. Original Floor Plan:
SIDE PASS AGE, DOUBLE PILE [BP

21. Single Pile Double Pile *NTA7
22. Roof Form <5c Material:
FRONT GABLE/ASPHALT

Original 
Not Original

23. Structural Material:
FRAME (POSSIBLE BRICK NOGGINS) [W
24. Exterior Material: (JLAPBU A KD 
DECORATIVE TRIM
25. Foundation Material:
STONE

[W ]
[W ]

[s ]
26. Major Alterations: None 

Moved /Rebuilt Other 
Additions X

27. Special Features:

28. Outbuildings:
NONE
29. Original Function:
RESIDENTIAL
30. Present Use:
RESIDENTIAL
31. Condition:
FAIR
32. Endangered:

[NC ]

[01 A ]

[01 A ]

[F ]
Yes 
No X

33. Attach Photos:
RolU Photo Nos: No. of Slides:

15. Source orhistorical information and/or contact 
person:

W.A. AND WINFORM THOMAS 5 188E ATLAS 
OF HENRY AMD SHELBY COS., KY.5

34. Prepared by;
35. Organization;

CHRISTINE AMOS_____ 
SHELBY CO. HIST. SOC

36. Date: // 19 B 6
37. New Survey x Resurvey
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W. UTM Point of Primary Building: Zone Easting Northing 391 G.I.S. Mod. [ I 
Quadrant; Waddy ________ _]_£ £^.f^Opo iH^ifo 40. Coordi.Accuracy [ ]

II. UTM Points of Boundary (for N. R. eligible sites only):

A- __ ______ _______ D-
B- _______________ E-
C. F.

12. Total Acreage in Present Property: 183 43. Acreage included in proposed N.R. boundary; ^L|

M- ^S^^^^W^ farmhouse located 
o n t h e s o u t hi s i d e D f the V i g o R o a d (K y . 10 C) 5) ? :i. n n o r t h c e n t r a 1 S h e 3 b y 
County? an area of large, productive farms. The terrain is level to 
gently rolling and this house is located on land near the headwater 
d r a i n a g e s o f G u i s t C r e e k . The p r c.- p e t y b o u n d a r i e s a r e j u s t i f i. a b 1 e a s 
t h e f r o n t ? s i d e a n d r e a r d o m e s t i c y a r c! a r e a s u. r r o u n d i n g t h e h o u. s e a n d 
d e f i n e d b y a f e n c: e 1 i n e . T h e y a r d i s p 1 a n t e d w i t h v e r y 1 a r g e w a 1 n u t? 
m a p 1 e 1 o c: u s t a n d r e d b u d t r e e s . T h e n o r t, h w e s t c o r n e r o f t h e s i t e i s 
marked by the south side of the Vigo Road where it meets the west yard 
fence? follow the road edge east about 150 feet to the east fence edge? 
then bear south along the fencline to about 30 feet beyond the south 
e d g e o f t h e h o u s e s j u s t n o r t h o f t h e n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g meat h o u. s e ( p o o r 
c o n d i t i on) ? t h e n w e s t a 1 o n g t h i s 1 i n e t o the w e s t f e n c: e 1 i n e a n d ret u r n 
t o t h & b e g i n n i n g p o i n t a t t h e r o a d e d g e  

45. Description and House Plan:

T he pr o p er t y i s a two s t o r y ? fr ame far mhouse si ted so u t h of the V i g o 
R o a d a b o u t E 5 0 f e e t b e h i n d a y a r c! t hat i s p 1 a n t e d w i t h v e r y o 1 d w a 1 n u 1» 
m a p 1 e ? 1 o c: u s t a n d r e d b u d t r e e s ( p h o t o 16 - :l. 8 > . I n p 1 a n ? the h o u s e is a 
side passage? double pile? but the exterior form suggests a very late 
vernacular adaptation of the Greek Temple style* a rare form in Sheltay 
C o u n t y . T h e e x t e r i o r m a t e r i a 1 a n d d e s i g n d e t a i 1 s i n c 1 u d e s t w o b a y 
fac ade? si x-o ve r-six~ sash wi nd ows wi th h eavy * d e n t i1a t e d h oo d 
m o 1 d i n g s ? o p e r a b 1 e s h u 11 e r s i! a s h u 11 e r e d ? a r c h e d o p e n i n g in t h e g a b 1 e 
e n d ? f r o n t f a c i. n g g a b 1 e r o o f wit h d e c o r a t i v e sawtooth v e r g e b o a r d a n d 
dentiled r ak e bo ard? a fu11 fr o nt po r c h with V i c t o ri an i nspi r ed ? 
chamfered posts and scrolled brackets; plain* 5" weatherboard siding 
with corner pilasters; a solid? paneled entry with four paned 
sidelights and three paned transom? and a stone and concrete block 
foundation. The interior (photos 16326?£7) has a straight flight 
cherry stairway with turned columns? and eared? Greek Revival door and 
window trim.

To the rear (photos 16;£0 ? £3)s the original? one-story? gable roofed 
kitchen has been attached via a breezeway to the partially enclosed 
rear porch. Although the building and the attached kitchen are in only 
fari condition? design integrity has been very well maintained.
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