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1. Name of Property

Historic name Sigma Kappa Mu Chapter House

Other names/site number N/A

2. Location

street & number 4510 22™ Avenue N.E. not for publication
city or town  Seattle vicinity
State  Washington  code =~ WA County King code 033 zipcode 98105

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this X
nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my
opinion, the propey meets ___ does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered

significant fonal statewide ,Xlocany. ( _ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
/ _ 2/20 f2F

Signatdle ofcekifying officialTitle Date

VWASHAGTSAL  STATE Fhema i€ PATSEAYARSA)  ACIcE

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property ___meets ____ does not meet the National Register criteria. ( __ See continuation sheet for
additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

/[ ]
4. Natiopal Park Service Certification 4,

1, hereby/certify that this property is: wj‘fjn:iure W Keep! J// Date of Action
\/ entered in the National Register. lgM , /7
___ See continuation sheet v - LA/ Lf o 2. 0

___ determined eligible for the
National Register.
___See continuation sheet
___determined not eligible for the
National Register.
___removed from the
National Register.

___ other (explain:)
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box (Do not incl. previously listed resources in the count.)
X private X building(s) Contributing Non-Contributing
" public-local T district 1 buildings
public-State site sites
public-Federal " structure structures
object objects
T 1 Total

Name of related multiple property listing:
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

NONE

6. Functions or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION: Education Related - Housing

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION: Education Related - Housing

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE 19™ AND 20™ CENTURY REVIVALS:

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation @ CONCRETE

Tudor Revival

BRICK

walls

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property.)

roof ASPHALT

other

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the (Enter categories from instructions)
property

for National Register listing.) ARCHITECTURE

x A Property is associated with events that have SOCIAL HISTORY

made a significant contribution to the broad patterns

of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons

significant in our past.

x C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or . .
represents the work of a master, or possesses high Period of Significance
artistic values, or represents a significant 1930-1957

and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,

information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations " Significant Dates
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 1930
Property is:

Significant Person

A owed by a religious institution or used for (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

religious purposes.

. - . Cultural Affiliation
B removed from its original location.
- N/A

C a birthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

_— . Architect/Builder
E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
— Skoog, Joseph Lawrence (Architect)

F  acommemorative property. Puget Construction (Builder — 1962 addition)

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property.) SEE CONTINUATION SHEET

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.) SEE CONTINUATION SHEET

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
preliminary determination of individual listing ____ State Historic Preservation Office
" (36 CFR 67) has been requested ____ Other State agency
previously listed in the National Register ____ Federal agency
~__ previously determined eligible by the National _X__ Local government
Register ____University
____ designated a National Historic Landmark ____ Other
# Name of repository: Museum of History

- and Industry; Seattle Public Library
recorded by Historic American Engineering

" Record#
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Less Than One Acre

UTM References
(Place additional UTM References on a continuation sheet.)

Tl [5]52]320] [s52]78]74] 3] | | | | I |
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

-2 I I I I R I S D N | L[ ] |
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property.) See continuation sheet.
Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected.) See continuation sheet.

11. Form Prepared By Sophia Byrd McSherry, based on successful application for Seattle Landmark Nomination Report prepared by The
Johnson Partnership. -

name/tite Sophia Byrd McSherry, Vice-President, Puget Sound Association of Sigma Kappa

organization Puget Sound Association of Sigma Kappa date  10/04/2006 (edited by DAHP Jan 07)
street & number 2619 N. Starr St. telephone  253-383-6267
city or town Tacoma state WA zipcode 98403

Additional Documentation

Submit the following iterns with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

Property Owner {Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name  Puget Sound Association of Sigma Kappa / c¢/o Judith Schweikhardt
street & number 4227 N.E. 94th Street telephone
city ortown _ Seattle state WA zipcode 98115
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Narrative Description

Constructed in 1930, the Sigma Kappa Mu Chapter House in Seattle, Washington is
located on the NE corner of 45" Street and 22" Avenue immediately north of the
University of Washington campus. The sorority faces west and is located on a
trapezoidal shaped lot amounting to 28,035 square feet. The property is situated at
the crest of the hill looking east over what is commonly known as the Montlake Fill
area and University Village.

The building is roughly centered on its site which slopes down to the east.
Vegetation on site consists of manicured bushes and hedges on the west facade and
heavy, dense tree and ground cover on the southern edge of the property. The
eastern portion of the site contains a lower terrace that serves as a paved parking
lot. Due to extensive vegetative cover on the hillside, the chapter house is an
indistinguishable feature when viewed from the east.

The immediate neighborhood is commonly referred to as “Greek Row,” with 38
fraternities and sororities located between 17" Avenue N.E. and 22" Avenue N.E.,
and between N.E. 45 Street and N.E. 50'" Street. Other university-related housing
in the immediate area includes Craftsman-style houses that have been converted to
shared housing or boarding houses, and some apartment houses.

The eclectic Tudor Revival style Sigma Kappa Mu Chapter House consists of two hip-
roofed wood-framed brick-veneer buildings connected by two enclosed linking
walkways that create a central landscaped courtyard. The original/main building was
built in 1930, and comprises two stories, a basement, and an attic floor with
dormers. All masonry of the original building is red brick laid mainly in a common
bond. The building has a hinged plan with the northern portion running along a
north/south line and a southern portion that angles approximately 15° to the
southwest to better engage the diagonal angle of the frontage street, N.E. 22"
Avenue. A stair tower, or turret, on the western face serves as the hinge. The
original building measures approximately 110" in length north/south and 48’ in width.

The addition, built in 1962, is situated to the east of the original building and also
has two stories and a dormered attic floor, but as the site slopes away to the east,
the basement is daylighted on its eastern face. The plan of the addition is roughly
rectangular with the longer sides measuring approximately 85’ in length in the
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north/south direction and the shorter sides approximately 34’ in width. Two links
attach the two buildings creating a central courtyard. The north link attaches at the
northern ends and the south link attaches at the south end of the perpendicular
sections. The glass one-story hallway of the south link has a sloped roof with a
central ridge and modern detailing while the north link has an open service porch at
ground level, and a hallway, half-timbered with marble chip stucco, on the second
floor.

The building is approximately 47’ in height from grade to the top of the ridge at the
hip roof’s highest point. Due to varying widths of the building plan, the main roof
ridge steps down from north to south, rotating slightly to the southwest around a
conical roofed stair tower or turret. A shallow three-story entrance wing intersects
the main hip roof just to the north of the tower providing a prominent entry. The
main roof has a pitch of 16-in-12, and the tower roof has a pitch of 22-in-12 and has
a small corniced overhang. The roof is covered with dark asphalt composition
heavy-tab roofing that has replaced the original cedar shingles. The building has
copper gutters and downspouts.

The main or western fagade faces 22" Avenue N.E. The wall on the northern portion
of this facade is approximately 21'-6" in height with two stories of brick masonry laid
in @a common bond. This wall portion contains eight windows. The northernmost
window on the main floor is a large wood-sash double-hung 8-over-12 window. To
the south of this window are two horizontally proportioned tripartite wood-sash
windows with a central fixed window with leaded glass set in a diamond pattern. On
the second level are three 8-over-8 double-hung windows on the northern side and a
fixed wood-sash 9-light wood window on the southern side. All of these windows
have brick sills and brick soldier course lintels. The original architectural drawings
indicate that all of the double-hung windows of this wall section originally had
wooden shutters that are no longer present. The roof over this wall section has
three small equally spaced, hip-roof dormers with pairs of single-paned aluminum-
sash French casement windows, which have replaced the original wood-sash 9-light
casement windows.

The central portion of the western fagade consists of a brick masonry three-story
gable end wall entry projection adjacent to the three-story brick masonry stair
tower. The entry projection is distinguished with diagonal diapering brick pattern set
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into the common bond. There are two brick steps leading up to a small brick stoop
surrounded by low, 2'-7” high brick masonry walls. The gable end wall features a
pointed entry arch with cast dressed stone quoins with a beaded and articulated
intrados. The entry is recessed in 4'-8", creating an entry alcove of dressed cast
stone. The entry alcove contains an iron and glass pendent light fixture suspended
from its ceiling. The entry door is a solid wood-planked rectangular double door with
a simple traditional non-original handle and thumb latch. To the north of the entry
arch on the gable end wall is a small vertically proportioned diamond-paned wood-
sash window with a brick sill and brick soldier course lintel. Above and centered on
the entry arch at the second floor level is a tripartite 19-light wood-sash casement
window. Immediately above this window on the attic level is a pair of aluminum
casement windows centered within the gable. Both the second- and third-level
windows have brick sills and brick soldier lintels.

To the south of the entry gable projection is a round stair tower or turret. The
tower’s masonry is laid in a running bond up to approximately the attic floor level
where cast-stone bead molding is laid as a belt course. Above the stringcourse the
masonry is accentuated with diagonal diapering brick pattern. At grade is a small
half-round arched window with a brick sill and brick arch lintel.. Centered on the
tower face is a large diamond-paned fixed wood-sash window. This window has
cast-stone quoin dressing and a wrought iron faux balconette. To the lower right
and upper left of this large window are two small diamond-paned windows with brick
sills and brick soldier lintels that light the interior circular stair. Immediately above
the cast-stone stringcourse and centered above the large window is a radius-top
diamond-paned window that projects above the tower’s conical roof with an arched
head mould of cast stone. This window also has cast-stone quoin dressings. The
tower has a cast-stone crown with regularly spaced cast-stone corbels supporting the
tower roof’s fluted overhand. At the top of the conical turret is the original
weathervane featuring three birds in flight as shown on the architectural drawings.

The southern end of the western fagade angles toward the street and is
approximately 18'-6” in height. The lower 11’ of the wall is composed of brick
masonry laid in a common bond. This wall segment contains two large equally
spaced 8-over-16 double-hung wood windows with brick sills and brick soldier lintels.
The original architectural drawings indicate that these windows had wooden shutters
that have been removed. The upper portion of the wall projects slightly supported
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widely spaced wood corbels with an intervening wood molding and a decorative wood
mold banding. Above the banding the fagade is half-timbered with brick noggin. The
noggin is laid in various patterns including herringbone, basket weave and running
bond. There are two equally spaced gable roof dormers in this upper wall section.
The dormer gables feature trefoil cut bargeboards. The dormers contain French
casement windows with 8-pane operable sashes.

The southern portion of the east fagade is similar to what is present on the eastern
and southern facades of this end of the building, with brick masonry on the lower
portion of the wall and half-timbers with noggin on the upper portion. Approximately
10’ from the southeastern corner of the building the upper floor projects out
approximately 7’, creating a covered terrace with square rough-hewn timber
columns supporting. There are two glazed French doors with transom windows on
the main level accessing the building’s main living room; one is outside of the
covered terrace and the other is within the covered terrace area. A large plate-glass
window is centered between the doors. The second floor has tow 8-light casement
windows and two double-hung 8-over-8 wood-sash windows. At the attic story are
three hip-roofed dormers with French casement windows, one at the southeastern
corner and two on the projected section of the roof.

The central section of the eastern fagade has a three-story hip-roof projection
located at the apex of the hinge. The southernmost enclosed walkway linking the
two buildings intersects the fagade on the main floor at this projection. Above the
link there are two pairs of 12-light casement windows with brick sills and brick
soldier lintels, one pair on each floor. At the southern end of this central section of
roof and near the ridge is a brick masonry utility chimney.

The main floor of the courtyard section of the eastern fagade has three equally
spaced 8-over-12 wood double-hung windows with brick sills and brick soldier course
lintels that provide light for the building’s original dining room, which is now used as
a sitting room. A large bay window with a fluted copper roof is located to the
northern side of these double-hung windows. The bay originally provided light to a
breakfast room and has a 35-light wood-sash central window and flanking 6-over-9
wood-sash double-hung windows with brick sills and brick soldier course lintels.
Immediately above the three main-floor double-hung windows are three 9-over8
wood-sash double-hung windows with brick sills and brick soldier course lintels
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lighting second-floor rooms. Another 8-over-8 wood-sash double-hung window is
centered over the larger main-floor bay window. A two-story enclosed walkway link
meets the fagade immediately north of the bay providing access to mid-level
landings in a service stairwell.

To the north of the link is a small section of wall with an 8-over-12 wood-sash
double-hung window on the main floor and an 8-over-8 wood-sash double-hung
window on the second floor. Both have brick sills and brick soldier course lintels.

The attic story of the entire northern section of the building has three hip-roofed
dormers, one large dormer with six aluminum-sash casement windows, and two
small flanking dormers with French aluminum-sash casement windows. At the
northern end of the roof near the ridge is a brick masonry utility chimney.

The northern fagade of the original building is symmetrically arranged. On the main
floor there are two 8-over-12 wood-sash double-hung windows flaking a smaller
central vertically oriented 8-light wood-sash casement window. On the second floor
above these windows there is a similar arrangement of two 8-over-8 double-hung
wood-sash windows on either side of another central vertical 8-light wood casement
window. All six windows have brick sills and brick soldier course lintels. In the attic
hip roof are two symmetrically spaced dormers with aluminum-sash casement
windows that have replaced the original 9-light wood casement windows.

The south link to the 1962 addition steps down seven risers from the main floor of
the original building to the main floor of the east addition. This walkway link is
mostly glazed with aluminum commercial windows. The link now has a shallow
frame roof covered with composition roofing, replacing an earlier flat roof. The north
walkway link is connected to the original building at a mid-floor stair landing and
connects to the addition on the second floor. The exterior walls of this link have a
simplified half-timbering with marble chip infill. Beneath the north link is a service
porch, which is partially screened by a brick masonry wall that visually encloses the
central courtyard. The service porch leads into a kitchen and storage area on the
northern end of the addition.

The addition is located approximately 35’ to the east of the original building. The
addition has two stories and a dormered attic floor, plus a daylight basement. The
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addition measures approximately 85’ in length in the north/south direction and
approximately 34’ in width. The building is wood-frame with a brick masonry
veneer. The basement exterior walls are reinforced concrete. The building has a
steep hip roof pitched at 16-in-12. The roof is covered with dark asphalt
composition heavy-tab roofing. The roof flares slightly at the roof overhang and has
metal gutters. All windows in the addition are aluminum-sash casements unless
otherwise noted.

The western fagade wall rises approximately 19’ from the courtyard grade to the
eave line. The total height from the courtyard grade to the top of the ridge is 40’.
This fagade has the connecting walkway links meeting it at main floor level at the
southern end and at the second floor on the northern end. Immediately to the north
of the southern walkway are two large openings that provide light to the interior of
the current dining room. The southern opening is a large fixed window with a
transom light and the northern opening is an aluminum storefront French door with a
glazed transom. To the north of the large openings are two additional casement
windows. The second floor of this elevation has a row of five equally spaced window
units, each with a pair of windows, with one operable casement and upper transom
light. The attic floor has three equally spaced hip-roof dormers, each with a simple
tripartite window, the outer windows being operable casements. A brick masonry
utility chimney protrudes through the roof slightly to the south of the northern ridge
break and near the ridge.

The southern facade has a projecting hip-roofed stair tower at its western side. The
stair tower has three vertically oriented windows at the three landing levels. Each
window consists of one fixed sash and an operable casement. The upper window
extends up through the eave line, creating a shallow roof dormer. The eastern
portion of the fagade has a cantilevered concrete perimeter walkway that serves as a
balcony for the current dining room. The basement wall beneath the walkway is
recessed, creating a covered terrace for the basement activity room. The basement
facade has two large window openings and two sets of doors identical to those on
the east facade on the lower and main floor eastern portion of the southern fagade.
Above those are two windows with fixed sashes at the bottom third and right sides,
and casements to the left side. The stair tower has three aluminum-frame casement
windows running up bottom to top. This fagade has two wall openings: the
easternmost opening is a large fixed window and the westernmost opening is an
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aluminum storefront French door with a glazed transom. The main floor also has
two wall openings with the same arrangement as the basement level. The second
floor has two equally spaced window units, each with a pair of windows, with one
operable casement and upper transom light. The attic floor has one centrally placed
hip-roof dormer with a simple tripartite window, the out windows being operable
casements.

The eastern fagade is three stories, including the daylight basement, and a dormered
attic. The basement level has the recessed covered terrace with a single door from
the southern stair tower. North of the recess is a group of three large wall openings,
the outer two being large fixed windows with transom lights, and the central being
an aluminum storefront French door with a glazed transom. To the north of this
opening group is a row of three window units, each with a pair of windows with one
fixed light and one operable casement. On the second level is a cantilevered balcony
running the entire width of the building and featuring a wrought iron railing with the
Sigma Kappa symbol in it. The southern portion of this level has a group of four
large openings, the two southernmost and the northernmost being large fixed
windows with transom lights, and the remaining opening being an aluminum
storefront French door with a glazed transom. These openings provide light for the
current dining room. The northern portion of the main floor wall has three equally
spaced window units with operable French casement windows that open into the
kitchen. The second floor has a row of seven equally spaced window units, each with
a pair of windows, with one operable casement and an upper transom light. The
attic floor has three equally spaced hip-roof dormers, each with a simple tripartite
window, the outer windows being operable casements. A brick masonry utility
chimney protrudes through the roof slightly to the north of the center of the roof and
near the ridge.

The northern facade has a projecting hip-roof stair tower with two large aluminum
windows centered and stacked one over the other at the stair landings. There is an
egress door on the lower right portion of the stair tower. The eastern portion of the
facade has three windows units, one on each floor level. The lower two units are a
pair of windows, each with an operable casement, and the upper unit is also a pair of
windows, with one operable casement, but it also has upper transom light.

The plan of the 1962 addition is basically a rectangle with circulation/egress stair
towers projecting at the southern and northern ends. The basement floor level
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contains a recreation room with doors accessing a small terrace at the building’s
southeastern corner, service employee’s bedrooms, bathrooms, and storage rooms.
The ceiling to floor height is approximately 10'. The main floor level, accessed from
the original building via the southern enclosed walkway, is devoted to food service,
with a large dining room on the southern end and a commercial kitchen on the
northern end. The floor to ceiling height on the main floor is approximately 10'. The
second floor level has ten dormitory rooms and a bathroom accessed by a double-
loaded corridor. The floor to ceiling height for this floor is approximately 8'. The
attic third floor is an open-room sleeping porch with a floor to ceiling height in the
central section of 9'-6". ‘

Inside the sorority is a contrasting formal space with Colonial Revival detailing.
Architectural details are refined in the public spaces on the first floor. They include
decorative moldings around doors and windows, egg & dart style crown molding and
classical style fireplace surrounds.

Walls and ceilings are finished with smooth plaster and the floors are covered with
mainly wall to wall carpet. Unique to the entry hall is an open face circular stairs
which lead directly to the second floor study areas and the third floor sleeping porch.
It has wood risers and treads and a brass metal baluster. Wood three-paneled
doors, some painted and others left natural, are found throughout the sorority. All
have Colonial Revival style hardware.

Unique among Sigma Kappa Chapter houses, the Mu Chapter House has a triangular
shaped meeting room in the basement. It has plaster walls and ceilings with a tile
floor. The floor plan and interior spaces remain unaltered.
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Statement of Significance

The Sigma Kappa Mu Chapter House in Seattle, Washington is historically significant
under criterion “A” for its direct association to the social history of the University of
Washington. The Sigma Kappa Mu Chapter house represents the important role that
was played by other sororities and fraternities on the campus during the 1920s and
1930s to the present. The sorority also meets National Register Criterion *C” as a
property that embodies the distinctive characteristics of many Greek sorority and
fraternity houses near the University of Washington. The sorority, completed in
1930, was designed by Seattle architect Joseph Skoog, and is a good example of a
Greek house designed in the Tudor vein. The building’s construction and continuous
use as a sorority house justifies a period of significance extending from 1930 to
1957.

History of Fraternities and Sororities in the United States

The first fraternity in the United States was founded at the College of William and
Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia, in 1776. This group was known as Phi Beta Kappa,
and was a secret society formed for social and literary purposes. In 1779, branches
of Phi Beta Kappa were established at Yale and Harvard. Despite disruptions during
the Revolutionary War, other fraternal groups were established and quickly spread
throughout eastern and southern colleges the society survived and eventually
expanded to other schools.

During the Victorian era, women were just beginning to have a real presence on
college campuses. Sororities became a means for them to support and encourage
one another. The first women’s fraternity was founded in 1870, at DePauw
University in Greencastle, Indiana. Early on the women’s groups were modeled on
the earlier fraternity system created for men and were similar in terms of
government and administration as well as criteria for membership. However,
sororities were more likely then fraternities to support charitable or community
causes and have traditionally been associated with this type of work.

In the early days of the fraternal system, individual chapters were independent.
There was little formal organization at a regional or national level, and chapters were
sometimes unified by nothing more than a common name and motto. Gradually, a
more centralized model began to emerge. One chapter, usually the oldest, was
chosen as the “Grand” chapter. “This chapter was...to be the governing body of the
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fraternity, subject only to the directions of the assembly of delegates from the
chapters, termed conventions, and to preserve and maintain some sort of settled
policy in the administration of fraternity affairs.” By about 1870, however,
fraternities discarded this system and replaced the grand chapters with boards of
alumni, still subject to the annual or semi-annual conventions. The groups of
members located at various colleges or universities are known as chapters, and they
also have an additional Greek letter name. This name may denote the order in
which they joined the national group, or it may be a random designation.

Fraternities and sororities generally employ a great deal of symbolism in their
customs and practices. A fraternity usually has a badge, which is often worn by
members as pin or pledge pin. They also have distinctive colors, flowers, banners,
coats of arms, and other symbolic insignia. Sigma Kappa, for example, uses the
serpent and dove as symbols and its coat of arms features the dove, serpent, and
violet.

Houses were originally built in two types, the lodge, which was used only for meeting
purposes and the clubhouse/ chapter house, which contained living space as well as
common rooms. The chapter house became the more popular model of the two.
The construction of chapter houses was a popular endeavor for alumni members,
who often oversaw fund-raising, design and construction. Chapter houses were
quite common by the early 1900s, and had become a typical sight on the fringes of
college and university campuses.’

History of Fraternal Societies at the University of Washington

The first Greek society at the University of Washington was the Sigma Nu Fraternity
started in 1896. By 1902, seven fraternity houses were established at the University
of Washington. The twelve houses that existed in 1908, were all north of NE 45t
Street and west of 15" Avenue NE. Most of the early houses were “modest frame
one and two-story residences.”

1 .
Ibid., 17-18.
2 William Raymond Baird, Bairds Manual of American College Fraternities: A Descriptive Analysis of the Fraternity

System in the Colleges of the United States (New York, NY: College Fraternity Publishing Co., gth ed., 1920.)

3 Lawrence Kreisman, “Frat Row: Students Find Home Away From Home on a Gracious Boulevard;” Pacific Magazine,
Seattle Times/ Seattle Post-Intelligencer, February 12, 1989. p. 22.
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When the University Park Addition came on the market, the Greek societies began to
purchase sites there. The first was Kappa Sigma Fraternity in 1909, followed the
next year by both Gamma Phi Beta and Pi Beta Phi sororities who purchased lots on
17" Avenue NE. By 1917, a “Greek Row” had started to develop along what is now
NE 17™ Avenue, and what was then called University Boulevard. It had been paved
and landscaped in 1909, for the Alaska Yukon Pacific Exposition. In 1917, the
Boulevard was renamed 17" Avenue NE, and during this period Horse Chestnut trees
were planted in memory of the men who had died in WWI.*

Sigma Kappa, Mu Chapter

The Sigma Kappa (ZK) sorority was founded in 1874 at Colby College in Waterville,
Maine. It was created by five women: Mary Caffrey Low Carver, Elizabeth Gorham
Hoag, Ida Mabel Fuller Pierce, Frances Elliott Mann Hall, and Louise Helen Coburn.
Since its founding, the sorority has initiated more than 141,800 members worldwide
and created 105 active college chapters.

The sorority's colors are lavender and maroon. The official flower is the violet and
the jewel the pearl. The sorority's symbols are the dove and the heart. Sigma
Kappa's open motto is "One Heart, One Way." The membership badge is represented
by a triangle, which is not an official symbol of Sigma Kappa but is often represented
along with the official symbols of the heart and the dove.

The Mu Chapter of Sigma Kappa Sorority was founded at the University of
Washington on April 30, 1910. It was the twelfth chapter of the sorority and the
second chapter established on the West Coast. The chapter at the University of
California, Berkley, was founded five days earlier. The sorority’s chapter at Oregon
State University was founded in 1918, Washington State University chapter in 1921,
and the chapter at the University of Oregon in 1928.

In 1909, with the assistance of Vera Brown and Jessie Pepper Padelford, fourteen
women formed the “Altheims” with the sole purpose to petition Sigma Kappa to form
a Sigma Kappa Chapter at the University of Washington. Brown was a member of
the University of Illinois” Theta Chapter who had transferred to the University of

4 Kreisman, “frat Row,” p. 20.
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Washington in her sophomore year, and Padelford was an Sigma Kappa Alpha
Chapter alumni - the Alpha Chapter being the sorority’s original chapter founded at
Colby College in Waterville, Maine. The following year the chapter’s charter was
granted. Padelford, became a life-long advisor to Mu Chapter, and was the wife of
Frederick Morgan Padelford, the chair of the English Department from 1901 to 1918,
and dean of the Graduate school from 1918 to 1942. The Padelfords’ home was a
short distance from campus and their home was a frequent meeting place for Sigma
Kappa collegiate and alumnae women.

At first, Sigma Kappa Mu Chapter members lived in a small, furnished house near
the campus on what is now known as University Way. From then until the summer
of 1919, the chapter moved four times. In April 1917, the Puget Sound Association
of Sigma Kappa Sorority (a Washington non-profit corporation) was formed to hold
property, which at the time consisted of the Sigma Kappa Lodge on Puget Sound,
which was given to the sorority by Mr. and Mrs. Oliver P. Anderson as a memorial to
their daughter Dorothy Louise, who died in 1912. In 1919, the corporation
purchased a fourteen-room house at 4732 21% Avenue NE to house the chapter’s
collegiate members. The chapter soon outgrew this house and began raising funds
to purchase the property at 4510 22" NE with the intention of building a new
chapter house. ‘

The property eventually was purchased in 1926 and in 1929 the corporation hired
architect Joseph L. Skoog, to design the new chapter house. Skoog was the husband
of a Mu alumna and at the chapter’s request he included many details in the design
of the building which were of special symbolic significance to the sorority.

Joseph Lawrence Skoog

Joseph Lawrence Skoog was born in Washington on September 27, 1893. His father,
a Swedish immigrant moved his family to Alaska around 1900, where he became a
prominent building contractor specializing in canneries. Apparently Skoog
disappointed his father by not continuing with the family business, but instead
returned to Seattle around 1916, to study architecture at the University of
Washington. ®> While at the University, he headed the architectural student

5 Skoog, Joseph Jr. Telephone interview with Larry Johnson, July 20, 2005.
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organization, called the Atelier.® During WWI, he was drafted into the army, serving
as a pilot in the U.S. Signal Corps. It is unclear whether Skoog received his
architectural degree, but he did receive his architectural license (#225) on April 7,
1920.

His skill as a designer and draftsman was apparent. During most of the 1920s,
Skoog worked for the prominent Metropolitan Building Company in Seattle, under
the direction of architect Robert C. Reamer. While there under Reamer’s tutelage,
Skoog reportedly worked on the Olympic Hotel (1924), the Fifth Avenue Theater
(1925-26), and the Lake Quinault Lodge (1926).” During that time, Skoog designed
his own house at 1855 Shelby Street in the Montlake neighborhood in 1926. In the
late 1920s, Skoog worked briefly with Edwin Ivey, designing the Ferry Investment
Co. Building (1929-30).°

In the 1930s, due to the general shortage of commissions caused by.the Depression,
Skoog lost his house and his family moved frequently. For a time, reportedly they
resided in the Sigma Kappa Mu Chapter House as caretakers. By 1938, the economy
had rebounded and Skoog was awarded the contact to design the Sigma Kappa
Alpha Gamma Chapter House in Pullman at Washington State University.’

During World War II, Skoog worked on the barracks at the Whidbey Island Naval Air
Station. After the war he designed grocery stores for local businessman John
Burkheimer, who built and leased the stores to the A & P Tea Company. Skoog later
became Burkheimer’s partner in some of these ventures. Skoog’s stores were well-
lighted and organized, and were considered somewhat significant in the development
of the modern retail grocery store.” Other known work includes a large factory
complex for the Elmer & Moody Woodwork Company at the base of Queen Anne in
Seattle (1949). Skoog retired from architectural practice in the mid-1960s. He died
in Seattle just shy of his 91 birthday on September 13, 1984.

6 David Rash, letter 5 | arry Johnson, August 21, 2005. _
7 Jeffrey Karl Ochsner, ed., Shaping Seattle Architecture: A Historical Guide to Architects (Seattle, WA: University of

Washington Press, 1994) pp.187, 189.

8 Ochsner, Shaping Seattle Architecture, p. 345.
9 Judie Schwiekardt, personal communication with Elien Mirro, September 5, 2005.

10 Skoog 3, , July 20, 2005.
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Skoogs plans for the new chapter house were presented to the chapter and alumni in
January 1929. The Sigma Kappa newsletter, the Triangle, called the building “French
Country style”. It was to have fifteen study rooms, a guest room, a sleeping porch
and bath on the second and third floors. Kitchen, breakfast room, living room and
dining rooms occupied the first floor. The chapter hall was located in a unique
triangular shaped room in the basement, which also housed servants’ quarters and
storage rooms. The chapter was especially enthused about the location of the
sorority at the extreme east end of the fraternity district.

The groundbreaking ceremony was held in April 1930, and Mu Chapter moved into
the completed chapter house in September of that year. For the next 30+ years,
members continued to use the chapter house with little alterations to the space.

The construction of the Sigma Kappa Mu Chapter House is representative of the
growth of Greek system at the University of Washington during the 1920s and
1930s. A majority of the fraternities and sororities date from this period and most of
the chapter houses like the Sigma Kappa House were architect designed. The
buildings included Sigma Nu (1916) by Ellsworth Storey, Zeta Psi (1927) and Zeta
Tau Alpha (1929) by Arthur Loveless, Chi Psi (1926-27) by Stuart & Wheatley, Phi
Gamma Delta (1928-29) by Mellor & Meigs with J. Lister Holmes, Theta Chi (1932)
by Walter Lund, Delta Chi (1922) and Psi Upsilon (1924) by Bebb and Gould, and Pi
Beta Phi (1932-1935) by William J. Bain, Sr. Between 1920 and 1931, thirty-five
new Greek chapter houses were built in the Greek Row area just north of the
University of Washington campus.

While the early chapter houses often had been built of wood, by the 1920s most
were brick-faced edifices, many designed in the Tudor and Collegiate Gothic styles.
The use of the styles may have been the result of urging by University President
Henry Suzzallo, who in 1920 specifically “encouraged the use of Tudor Gothic or
University Gothic style in new construction in the University District.”11

Over the years the Sigma Kappa Mu Chapter House has been called a variety of
architectural styles including a “free, Romantic interpretation of Collegiate Gothic

12

11 Kreisman, “frat Row,” p. 23
12 Johnston, "Row Show,” p 32-36
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and “French Norman...Tudor Revival.”’ The reality is that the building is an eclectic
mix of a variety of styles or sub-styles of the Tudor vein. Gothic elements are found
in the pointed arch entry with its steep gable, polychromatic brick diapering, ogee-
cut bargeboards on the southwest dormers and cast stone window and door
surrounds.” The French Norman style details are reflected in round stair tower, the
leaded-glass windows, and the steep pitched hipped roof.

This free interpretation of the Tudor Revival style is based on medieval English and
French designs of the 15" and 16" centuries. The original designs range in
execution from the simple thatched roof cottage of a common farmer to the grand
manor house of a wealthy family. In the 1920s and 1930, a revival of the Tudor
style occurred. The revival eventually took on political significance, celebrating
England’s victory in WWI. Many of the prosperous families who had been in the
United States for generations built English Tudor style homes to emphasize their
Anglo-Saxon roots. For those who didn’t have genuine British roots, the Tudor style
became a symbol of aspirations. For others, like the Sigma Kappa Mu Chapter, the
style represented a way to create an instant sense of history.

Due to growth at the chapter, in October 1957, the Puget Sound Association of
Sigma Kappa purchased the property east of the chapter house for additional
expansion of their facilities. In 1962 they hired Skoog to design an addition to his
1930 sorority house, the Jessie Pepper Padelford addition. The architectural
compatible addition, constructed by the Puget Construction Company, was completed
in 1962, at a cost of $160,000. It housed additional dormitory space on the second
floor, a new kitchen and dining facility on the 1% floor, and a recreation room and
storage facilities in the basement. Skoog, at this time was 68 years old, and was at
the end of his career. The addition may have been his last project.

13 Booth and Wilson, Carl F. Gou/d, p.77,
14 John Poppeliers with S. Allen Chambers and Nancy B. Schwartz, What Style Is It? (washington D.C.; Preservation
Press, 1981) p.18.
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Verbal Boundary Description

The nominated property is located at 4510 22" Avenue N.E. in Seattle, King County,
Washington. It is legally described as Lots 1-5, and portions of lots 1, 2 and 3 lying east of
22" Avenue N.E. together with lots 4-5 less portions thereof for N.E. 45" Street, Block 4,
Campus Addition, Seattle, King County, Washington.

Boundary Justification
The nominated property encompasses the entire urban tax lot that is occupied by the Sigma
Kappa Mu Chapter House.




Sigma Kappa Mu Chapter House: Seattle, WA
UTM: ZONE 10 552329 E 5278734 N - Seattle USGS Quad

N
25

3




The Johnson Partnership

NE 46th Street

-

ALl
19
=

- —

M eourtyard

)}

188.5

X Y|

{
N

|

7

J

'F-

bidg

squth link

—
____1!

|

PL 221.14

NE 45th Street

|

Figure 4: Site Plan

Sigma Kappa Mu Chapter House

0510 25

50 ft.

A4




et

[RRNCPE R X Ie Ay

— L

s e A

Fr'La“t,;

N CEMXet Wae Pymanmeame
! ~ AN

Lol o

*, .

rowezr Reve

BT L An
1
l

%
Wt

iy

!
i
]

G -

A

v
. eww:’ e
Atmmmens, VR

"
Y (e e e yasns
S

L

¥
EEMET
sy i e s ,__.J

e,

cSEGTION AN T
PN TP NG P

-




*
ENTY T TR U, SIS I T 3O e s, . . - e . . . . et
e L el S C e e e i T .
. H . i
-y . e 4 e —p—— [E RN - “
oL .. . . . .
G et s ! bt o
tomnn e e r e < LS p
TS LU k3 L RLT SISO M
N ! i
C DA Reere et Y
LR L e 3
B 1 o
“ N ey =3 8-
B < I a ,}‘.! 4 ,.::’.,";.,.T‘..,,
¥t .
. 3 ) ;
-
[ .
P S
. A‘.,.H; M b
'
3 .
.*" " .
T h
.
o
PSR SN S VUSSR S )
. EX™ s
Pide Aveo 3..::-;--‘" 2T
tiewr o e 2996 ® MoV 274
el 2T RANENN '
R LI S MR ML e s DS /
. ¢ = 3un Coutana ;
S avs b oy Aot p. 1% — : : i - BRI .
. " CIIN .

vnei ALy Beamies fagi
e - A am g s
P2

it taer b ALIIE
a3 Asa vaes.

wa 1 A
Ave waniass Br

. Skt aem Slane

[R¢PRTE
S

X
13




[

cee du Az

-

ey

-
~
+ _'.‘
b
3 i
" o
4y
[
.

fuwh dal- IV
Sragw,

! §
Y v/» - " K
T
et
o~ ")

k]




> v . .

. . - . s et e ——— .
i L . i :
e b e oo v e EERL8Y L L e e e e e “

S T Y TR

:-' “
2
't
1o Paooner-. f
esw Tear ‘-G asira
> ,
[ B . - '

Rlgrupone

. '
’
o .
-1 LAN
. .P." FRpe RORIR
Bcace Hhie “.
S Wi
T Ty g
a i - Ry . “ R ' e +
adeionn o . [ N




)
i
1 v
P
i
H
H
A
‘
i
"‘le-nn"-ﬁ A bl "r
\ X weean JRTTIE PPTIR
H
4 i
* {
]
1
M !
:
¢
)
:
H i
:
H
.
i
“ i
W L R
R e " )l-:mcu-vum.-.uv j 3
: ez 3! T . L '
ri e B - e SR S S e
e i CR St
T Coe : i
A .".'e_'.':;.-:-r.‘w,* ‘




I VTR L SR

.
L ROTNE I

¥

B

'3’.{..‘:.-; , : jd:,.'. e i @vrn
! o me = h e e
B i .

e e

v
B S

TR

NoRTH LLlzuhtio

=snmat,




.
FRY X FT LTIy - TN - -
4
i
I
'
e ;

I
i
Iy

B

b
i
rremen Natmen Sl

o e rgaT i nmz I

Eseema Srun
——— =

L st e ke
i

~
R LY

I M S AR A e

e ot it
N pie
—




§

S VO D SN P

o

O i A TSI I NG TE LR R H

el m‘f’“ -

T Do ‘\._v. r

copra tvede -

vopes et rmine
LH50007 N aatiEUh 4hphod

AR -~ -

.

. o

i

. ' H

. T

cdeacare Vess

<
pe L .
] .

mew Besey

*n\*v SR
\ s _m.:-\.a_ ~hy : -

- o

e

B s

. 3 AT I HE . ;
o * o . : ety
LI \v.m,.‘-«_.., i D ; ! |
- ; . i H
- | ¢ R Lol
- " =
- ’ - -~ .J .
T RN BN Rl .
. .
' .
. . e g

Dot ETRPE R
P N
TR " P

i e »»‘,d T

B Y e S A

ﬁ’vtu %ua

r_....._z_ it w P
I,‘ AR A i

B T R PTan v urY SRR




DOQ@R

SCHECULE

INDEX TO ORAWINGS

FINISH :S5CHEDULE

ROJM|FLOOR | 8ASE wALLG CuuNG
HO NIS e Tw

RIMARKS NO SiZE

FRAME RE.AMRK S

T.

{9
IR AL

ol el

el
H

21
i

= N

T L T ey e
- Gane ve.

TS

rond W o
pey
wara e
¥y ER R et -
CRRTY % PN

W o

.

SHTNO. | ORAWING TITLE
At TITLE SPEE~ ENIRAL
-t NATES Al LCHECVLES
P SUAT pLab, PRIMLES AN T
A-Z AMTSRLLANATL S JRTAILE
Aot > .‘-.})..i“- a

A-4

ARHARaHRERRABRRE

TLmT R A

e iNe mains”

S5I3R &S
f 'TON TO
ADDI'T P\
) E N E R A L N
Ted FhL e A MGTRT AKELY MMt werby futas
4 adle g
ahaens TemtI A
v are -
A0 e e
WA S, e S S
| Em
% W il MOTES § SCHECULLS,
BUILDING FOR .
o somsine s PUGET SOUND ASSOCIAT IO}
= it OF 31GMA KAPPA,INC. ;
Caliis el A WXRNeren : .
.. N WO . JOSLPH L. SKCOG ARCHY
N R N 251 COLMAN BLDO WAA DN
wle - . " - Rt R




. Y
g
R N Ny Cranse wine
‘ -
: - =
. ! dl . ’
; i N
v }’!;l“‘-j NEW PARRARA LS A0 w0000 S S —————— e
"’5‘8 ;
LS —
y i
s ALTERATIONS TO
P \ HOLSE GiRLd Room
H . ) e [ LA A AT ’ . T 20 FLOOR EASTG. MOU LK
i rery-oi A _ .
t Al

JuKmen g Auy wiTInen CABINETL, INTTALL N KITEHEN
"'r & Orn (N REW BUILOAN D

v.t».m EATICAR TILE CRILIMA 4 LATRMO 0 WO
Rt gty N maie o
REALVE RARLOLITA "L ' ALK,

Hidl

IS - . - . Ciae —

P o, el 30 s—“:\s OVIFRAS e ‘b‘ *

| LBRCH pit P g
¥ padTIC ‘r-p> v, 1 .
Dy NeTE—— Y atieiniely Sy Lo

5 L/’

RN VN

q

1

]

| .
I_;u:v».-:\on- ;1 ryicfl'og*

MAIN TLOQRTPLAN : ./‘Au./ul-c

AIIER'A'J' JONS. TOL; EXSIG.B
_SQUND CTAT]'O N

DETAlL. MaiL Pox &. CNTR.

S CALE Ya'e y.0"

N




[

-~

Il

o
£
S
5 ;
. ..M 3 b . v
* j z
[ 2| -
. H1 z ﬁ_ _ <
g . 3 Cl] _m i =
L ..u ) | 4 a.
b g & = o
—— S, < . _
t ; . o7 ] =i, O
w R 9
_ e
i o
: ! z
: 4 1 D
i N HE — - | 174
i [24
m i} Y 19
Mn o ——— ! - _ 'S . B ‘ . B -m—u ey - - - -— - .I\rlnPl—lll-
n b e o+ e = - . o meh e e g e ey )
H] 1 | t
] :H it
! - .. ;
t if ! Aﬁ { . . L
m Eof
3 H . i bt
! : LR S
i i £y
B ) il o= .
A ,
i
g
i .
1
i
;
H
{ .

EIRL S

SACUNC FLOCA FLAN

b 45.
' : i
H W 1
: L_ LN
4 B
o I.M m
AN R | [




Rea sl RO %

.

DRSS
4P ae Rl
P POVS

FLERtY

!
t

v L KITSHEN ZQUIPMENT wa
Inarsdisagra/sanc e can [yremm

AHITHREH

“amsnan
ann,
ot

J
—ROAT 3 M3 v

1! | i évatam ana,
RS

s —

- ., MAIN FLOOR PLAN. seave 4'-v.o
AH!'IA“EI T Feawias - AO"’I T ¢Ovnal AT OhuNe SUI L D] N G F o q :;E;'Au;;
AN T P T e W Sy g PUGET. SOUND ASSQMAT[ M A/’
reoi oFal cam'r:::: PR B 2 W TR T AR A CDF _SIGMA_KAP pA INC, v
AN 2 AYENUE N T 1‘{

..J'DSEP“l L. SKOOq ‘/«'KC:H-II;%CJ'

3] céi&m




282 & 3@ FLOOR FLANS.

AL R N

LGCR _O_AN

1.

c

z

3
"

H
L.
IO S S
{s]

4

¢

R

N

i
i
I
!
e .—.. © e
¥
[ONE
: L
i i 1
i 5% -
HF LI .
! i X
! R s
s 1R
H d
T i H ! a0
' 1. ' i
' { ..
] - T
i :
i ¥ i
H T i
H (3 | N— [
Pl
: pu
i . T a
. o]
{ 8
L N o
- - Iy
P
(o :
B o "
e £ .
s
L 2
z N N o .o
. . . - ——
. R .
. el - Y T K




A

LOFitHOYEY

i
1

- s

Trano Fipow
e

SECoNe Paog
_ A

—
ST = =
S b oy &l P “r v
ki E | l
SR R R e Y - e by s I [ S
' -
N LS Py
: by 2 -
i s -, .
H be 1

’

et i o 3

e

HRTOrON TN &

. SR

E
RO o E' .

(RS TR ek & N
( i @

Euwde wind

A

@t

Er_'- b -

N
E M

0

. !
1 i 1
e mesnn

e < e miann s Eond Ctaani
A N N '
= A i
H
‘ -
' [
i

RO Foom X

Syer-C

N
Ol w, ¥4 2IVDT

CSNCILVYAQTI 3A1S

— *:,_

Y v

B |

VAT -

&y

oo AP Mok

Fol GRATE.

L _Es3ta Gasouy

.

SRIVND FLIOR

R

¢ opsa !




CNOLIVAITd GNT

~0 ijepf .+ ATWIS

PaArking LOT BrADE

et wme

e

P J
Geacin -

L F TLes
E .

L Rl

~ e

v

S 2] Pt TSN
- - Bz
=

~ravd eao
1.

TG VAT

'

CESIRO Frodw
=

»1

S GROMNO FLuO
= i




























