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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The former McCammon State Bank is a two-story brick block in a Roman-
esque revival style. It occupies a corner lot; the original entrance
opened onto the intersection in conformance with preferred banking
house convention.

The design emphasis, too, is on the corner. Narrow round-arched entries
onto the inset corner porch are set against double-width round-arched
windows in the adjacent bays. In the upper story a more regular pattern
is established. Segmentally arched windows alternate with flat pilasters,
and stepped bricks are set into the corbel table in bracket fashion. The
stories are unified vertically by the pilasters, which are interrupted

by plain capitals and terminate in squared pinnacles. Horizontal arti-
culation is achieved by string courses on the upper facade. On the lower
it is provided by recessed 'architraves," and by a foundation, sills and
trim of rusticated stone.

Comparison of historic with contemporary photographs indicate that--
except for the closing of the corner entry, the partial filling of both
first and second-story windows, the whitewashing of the first-floor walls
and minimal adaption of the storefronts to the conventions of modern
commercial use-~the structure is little changed from its original
appearance. It is cornerstone-dated 1906.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The McCammon State Bank building is architecturally significant as a
handsome and well-preserved example of 2 Romanesque Revival style in
this small-tcwn setting. It is the only commercial building of much
pretension to survive in McCammon, domirating a streetscape cf mostly
modest one-story structures. It is in fact one of the few to be built,
at any rate in such substantial material. Most of the important (and
no longer extant) structures of the town--e.g., the Hotel, the opera
house, and the roller mill, all built by H. O. Harkness--were of frame
construction.

McCammon is a town situated 25 miles southeast of Pocatello in an
agricultural valley. It is located on the Portneuf River, on the

stage and freight route that dispensed goods from Salt Lake City to

the Montana mines beginning in the summer of 1865. First William
Murphy and then his nephew H. O. Harkness maintained toll road operations
here. Later it became a convergence point for the Utah and Northern
Railway with the Oregon Short Line. It was thought by local enthusiasts
to lie along the logical westward route of the Chicago and Northwestern;
it was the subject of considerable boosting around the time of its in-
corporation in 1908; it was expected to grow. The McCammon State Bank,
chartered in 1907 and listing among its officers H. O. Harkness, who

had become a millionaire cattleman and outstanding entrepreneur of the
town, is tangible evidence of that expectation.

However, the hoped-for C.N.W. route was never built and McCammon
remained a service center for a relatively small rural area. The former
bank now houses the post office, some apartments, and several small
businesses. It is the major architectural landmark and expression of
early aspirations extant in the town.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION This nomination includes the former McCammon State Bank
building on the northwest corner of Third and Center Streets in McCammon and th
on which it stands: lots 5-10, block 5, Harkness townsite.

e property

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE' COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
[§1F ORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Patricia Wright, Architectural Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE
Idaho State Historical Society <BO,4yy&[ (9277
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
610 North Julia Davis Drive 208 384-2120
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Boise Idaho

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL STATE ___ LocaL _X

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

e ; DA ¢ “™-
o - ) s ’:)7 »‘/ &
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE Ve /Q/M W g 5% W / 37\9
\J

TITLE . . . . DATE
State Historic Preservation Officer

~DA as1.ana



