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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Stephens-Lucas House, built in 1905, is a two and one-half story Dutch Colonial, 
It has a cross gambrel roof with wood shingles of two varieties. The house sets on 
a polychrome cut stone foundation and utilizes white painted clapboard and shingles 
for facing. The house is on a corner lot and has a well kept and landscaped lawn. 
Also, the dwelling is directly across the street from the state capitol. The only 
alterations are a small 1928 rear addition and screened-in porch added on in 1955.

There are many elements of this house that enhance the overall appearance. Most 
important is a spacious open porch with four Doric columns that rest on stone 
foundations. It also has a heavy wood railing and many slatted balustrade. The 
right portion of the front facade has a bay window while the main door is just 
slightly off to the left of the house's central axis. Another prominent feature 
is an oriel that appears between the first and second stories.

The fenestration on the front facade involve the bay window, a smaller square 
window to the left of the front door. The second story has three rectangular win 
dows grouped at the center with a spherical muntin window just above them. The 
pattern is repeated in the other upper portions of the house. The windows are two 
sashed and double hung.

A single stack chimney appears at the center of the structure. Also, the 1925 rear 
addition is only one story tall and done in sympathy with the structure's overall 
design.

Interiorly, the houseuhas isben;nooms, four bedrooms, and two baths with birch wood 
work and hard maple wood floors. Other elements include a charming fireplace and 
a china closet.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Stephens-Lucas House is a two and one-half story cross gambrel, Dutch Colonial, 
a style that was popular in South Dakota during the early twentieth century. This 
particular home is one of the best examples of its type in the state; this is be 
cause it has been maintained and has preserved most of its original exterior character, 
Therefore, the dwelling is significant architecturally as an illustration of a most 
appealing type of design style.

Actually, the house shows the transition from the garrish styles of the Victorian 
period to the refined modes of the revival of archaeological designs. This is 
evidervt vdth basic appearance of the house which is much more subdued than say the 
Queer/5 yet having elements uncharacteristic of the Neo-classical such as high pitched 
roof, an oriel, and a bay window.

Only two families have occupied the house since its erection in 1905. The first 
was L. L. Stephens a prominent lawyer and land speculator. 'He was an attorney for 
several important clients including Standard Oil. For a short while, his son A.E. 
Lucas lived in the house.

Alfred E. Lucas bought the house in 1925; he was one of the founders along with 
Emil P. Theim of one of Pierre's oldest and most important merchandise stores. Mrs. 
Clara Riehe, a relative, owned the house till 1944 when Alma Visser and Robert H. 
Lucas bought the dwelling. He is the sonrf of Alfred Lucas and continues to operate 
the family business. They have lived in the structure since 1945.
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