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1. Name of Propertv
historic name Boxborough Old Town Center
other names/site number

2. Location

street & number Hill Road, Middle Road, Picnic Street N/A not for publication
city or town Boxborough N/A  vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA  county Middlesex code 017 zipcode 01719

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this “nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
ElTmeets » does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally « statewide slocally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, Deputy SHPO, MHC Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments ]
Signature of certifying official/Title Date
State or Federal agency and bureau
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Boxborough Old Town Center Middlesex® MA
Name of Property County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
X private building(s) Contributing Non-contributing
X public-local X district 32 18 buildings
_ public-State __ site .
_ public-Federal __structure 10 0 sites
_ object structures
1 objects
52 20 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.] listed
N/A in the National Register
0
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC: single dwelling DOMESTIC: single dwelling
EDUCATION: school FUNERARY: cemetery
FUNERARY: cemetery LANDSCAPE: conservation area
AGRICULTURE AGRICULTURE

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
COLONIAL: Georgian foundation = STONE
EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal walls WOOD: weatherboard
MID-19™ CENTURY BRICK
LATE VICTORIAN roof ASPHALT shingle
LATE 19" & EARLY 20" CENTURY AMERICAN other WOOD

MOVEMENTS SYNTHETICS: vinyl

MODERN MOVEMENTS: Ranch Style. Cape Cod

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Boxborough Old Town Center Historic District, located in Boxborough, Massachusetts, condds of
over 50 contributing buildings, structures, objects, and dtes  Located northwest of the present geographic
center of the town of Boxborough, Middlesex County, the approximately 100-acre district encompeses the
surviving resources of the higtoric ingtitutional, commercia, and residentid core of the community, as well

as the town's most comprehendve collection of historic agricultural resources.

The nominated area retains the character of a traditiona linear center of a smal New England agriculturd
town founded inthe late 18" century. Its buildings, which goen nearly al of the town's historic periods, ae
digned dong Hill Road, the main north-south colonial trangportation route through Boxborough, and are
dlhouetted againg a backdrop of woods, fields, and to the southwest, a low-lying strip of wetlands. The
district occupies the highest point in Boxborough—a 126-maer unnamed hill commonly referred to es
samply "the hill." Although the growth of 20™-century woods now obscures the digant views that once
mede Hill Roed apopular destination for carriage-riders and early 20*-century Sunday drivers, vidas to the
digtant hills still exist in narrow viewsheds between buildings and trees.

In itsresidentia architecture, the district contains well-preserved examples of lae 18"-century wood-frame
farmhouses as well as portions of & leest two early 18*-century houses embedded in larger early 19
century buildings. There are two outstanding stylish brick Federd resdences a large rear-chimney, 9de-
gabled house of the 1830s and a Victorian vernacular sdehall-entry house from the 1850s No resdences
were condructed in the district in the late 19" century. Contributing 20*-century infill houses indude a
gambre-roofed cottage of about 1920, two bungdows, and ahandful of modest ranch houses and Cgpe Cod
cottages from the 1940s and early 1950s

In addition to buildings, the historic character of the digtrict as a amdl rurd town center that retained its
agricultural asociations through the 20" century is enhanced by a variety of dtes and dructures. At the
south end of the district is what remains of the original late 18"-century Boxborough town common. The
common, existing today partly as a landscgped triangle & the intersection of Middle Road, is located
opposite the first town cemetery and the foundation of the first Boxborough mestinghouse, both dating to
the late 18" century.

Proceeding north dong Hill Road from the medtinghouse dte and common, the smal villagerapidly gives
way to the surviving dements of some of Boxborough's mogt prominent historic farms. While a handful of
recent wood-frame housss now sand back from both 9des of Hill Road north of the common, severd of the

(continued)
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larger properties maintain the character of the areds long farming tradition in their historic landscepes,
including pagtures, hay meadows, vegetable plots, and fields. The agricultural resources indude two
farmers ponds, numerous gone walls, and a sonelined cattle pass  Eight well-preserved 19"-century
barns and carriagehouses, some attached and some freestanding, aso evoke the aredls agricultural pest.

North of the intersection of Hill Road and Ficnic Strest, two smal 19"-century wood-frame, one-room
schoolhouses (the later of which helped educate Boxborough's children until 1949) add to the district's
authentic rura character.

The district boundaries follow property lines except for the few inglances where an accessdrive or an open
front section of a parcd that is otherwise outsde the district frontson Hill Road. In those cases the district
boundary line crossesthe front portion the properties.

Propertv Descriptions

The higtoric resources that comprise the Old Town Center district are described generdly from south to
north, beginning with the cluger around the Town Common and the intersection of Middle Roed, then
proceeding north up Hill Road. Unless otherwise noted, all contributing buildings are of wood-frame
congruction with clapboard siding and agphdt-shingle roofs, and dand on fieldstone or granite-block
foundations. Eighteen noncontributing, post-1956 buildings are interspersad among the higtoric resources
north of the common area. All are wood-frame buildingsthat continue the scde, forms, and for the mog
part the materids of the contributing buildings, mog are st well back from the road edge

Old Town Common (from 1775) (MHC #914; Map# 1, Photo #11)

The Boxborough common originally condsted of three undifferentiated acres where the megtinghouse wes
built, the North Burying Ground was laid out, and an anima pound was located. Its Sze and shgpe changed
somewhat over the years as the layouts of Hill and Middle Roads were modified, and as smdl pieces of it
were traded or granted to the owners of the adjoining houses a 429, 438, and 462 Hill Road. Today the
parce referred to as "the common” is a sndl triangle a the southeast comer of the Hill and Middle Roeds
intersection, distinguished by the grove of tall fir trees planted there by the owner of 429 Hill Roed about
1930.

Judah Wetherbee House, (ca 1783) 429 Hill Road. (MHC #3; Map #2; Photo #2).

429 Hill Road wes the first of the properties to gain land from the town common, when in 1783 Capt. Judah
Wetherbee traded a square parcel abutting the burying ground for a 156" x 33' drip a the eedt edge of the
common. Hisresdence, which was built a& about that time as a small one-dory house, probably forms the

(continued)
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lower south section of the much-enlarged 2 '/2-dory, Sde-gabled house  The building hes en off-center
ridge chimney aigned with the door (in the third bay from the south end) and six 9/6-pane windows across
the fafade. The section that includes the three northernmogt faBade bays gppears to have been added in the
1% century, probably in the 1830s The man entry, which hes an 8pand door and trandtiond
Federd/Gresk Reviva trim of dim untepered pilasters, 4-pane sidelights over panded gorons, and a narrow
door architrave embelished with Greek Reviva trim and comerblocks, was probably updated a the same
time the building wes enlarged. A leanto across part of the rear was removed in the 1930s  The house now
hes a broad two-story northeest rear wing with aroof ridge perpendicular to the main house. A modern
wood deck extends off the south end of the house. Two other buildingson the property, a cottage and a
three-car garage, dateto the late 20* century.

George Paters House, (ca. 1835) 438 Hill Road. (MHC #38; Map #4; Photo #1)

In 1835, nearly two generations after the esimated construction date of the Judah Wetherbee House, the
town gave blackamith George Petersthe right to occupy apiece of the town common. It is believed thet he
built this house on it a that time, and acquired title to the haf-acre lot on which it good sometime later.
The building is alate example of a popular housetype of the federal ea—the 2 /2-gory, Sde-gabled, 5 by 1-
bay housewith a pair of rear-wall chimneys. The 6/6 sseh windowsare consstent with the 1830s, but the
rear leanto is a 20*-century addition. Inthe early 20* century, the house acquired the handsome Tuscan-
columned attached pergola on the south end and the glassed and columned vestibule that shdters apanded
Victorian door with two long glass lights a the center entry. The smply detailed, Sde-gabled two-car
garage (MHC #39) just south of the house was built inabout 1950 on part of the dte where the blackamith
shop, horse sheds and a sorehouse were sanding until a lees 1914. Ore of those buildings is dso
reported to have functioned for atime as the town jail.

A smdl pre-1850 house belonging to the Jacobs, Reed, and Withington families (Map #5), which formerly
good south of 438 Hill Road a the bend of the road, burned down in 1945. |ts Ste is now consarvation
land, and formsthe entrance to the path that leads north behind the cemetery.

Site of first Boxborough Meetinghoused 775). (Map #6; Photos #1 and 12)

Although the first Boxborough Meetinghouse burned down in 1953, its granite-block foundation remainsin
place, surrounded on two ddes by the North Burying Ground (dso called the Hill Cemetery.) The
meatinghouse and burial ground lot of less than an acre is located on the west part of the three aores
dedgnated as medinghouse ste and common land in 1775. Inthe late 20" century, an herb garden with
brick waks was planted within the outline of the medtinghouse foundation cgpgones and hes bemn
maintained by Boxborough Garden Club volunteers since that time. A wood arbor in a generd Colonia
Reviva style, painted white, providesafoca point & the west end of the garden and foundation. Four

(continued)
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objects—two makers, a flagpole, and the bronze meetinghouse bell — are digned in front of the
meatinghouse foundation. Three of them, a boulder marking the time capsule buried during the town's
bicentennid in 1983, a tall wooden flagpole, and a modan granite marker giving the daes of the
medtinghouse and cemetery, dateto the late 20* century. The badly damaged bell, however, isa poignant
reminder of the church that had formed the heart of the district and the town since before Boxborough was
founded. The bell, which now rests on three modan granite pods, was cad for the Boxborough
Universdigt Society in 1835.

Severd early desdsfor the land around the common from the 1780s and 1790s refer to the origina town

pound, which was located on what is now an open, grassed areajust northeest of the medtinghouse. It is not
known wheat type of fence enclosad the pound, but the existing fieldstone wall a the eadt front of the burial

ground may have served as itswes wall.

North Burving Ground (ca. 1776) (Hill Cemetery) (MHC #801; Photos #1, 12, and 14)

Boxborough's first burial ground is an L-shaped plot, partialy surrounded by fieldstonewalls. Fixed into
the front wall are five iron hitching rings. Reding agang the inner Sde of some sections of wall are
gravestones that have become separated from their origina dtes. The earliest grave markers ae date,
aranged in rough west-facing rows in the northeest section, and are adorned with death's heeds and
cherubs. A smdl section inthe northwest corner of the century that is devoid of gones isreported to bethe
area where paupers were buried. Markers for the approximately 400 graves here include about 150 dae
gravedones. Most ae headgtones, but many small footstones survive, as well. Later family plots descend
northwest and west of the meetinghouse site, some of them terraced down the hillside that dopesdown to a
broad path running aong the west boundary of the cemetery. Many of the 19"-century plots, approximetely
ten feet square, have granite curbing around them or just on the lower west edge, where the curb actsasa
low retaining wall. Severd plots are marked by obelisks and pillars. Two large cast-iron, vase-shgped urns
ae located in the Wetherbee-Hoar family plot in the southwest part of the cametery. Many of the mid 19*-
century gravedones ae mable, and savad have been sverdy weasthared and effaced over time.
Interspersad throughout the cametery are granite markers in a variety of forms dating to the late 19¢ ad
20* centuries. Along the west edge of the cametery, five mound tombs dating from 1798 to 1851 are built
into the Segpest part of the dope, facingwes. Most of the front walls of the vaults, some of which are nine
feet high, ae built of granite block and are fitted with iron or marble doors. On the grassed roofs of two
family tombs a the southwest corner of the cemetery, granite obdisksrise to atotal height of 14 feet.

A number of known carvers produced markers for this cemetery, mogt of them from nearby communities.
Among them are Benjamin H. Park and E. H. Houghton of Harvard, and D. Nichols of Lowell.

(continued)
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Cart- and wagonroads  18* to 20* centuries (Map #8)

Along the west boundary of the burial ground, and extending south nearly to the curve of Hill Road ad
north for severa hundred yards toward the Slas Wetherbee Farm, isaformer horse path, one of many farm
paths and wagon roads that lace the landscgpe that dretches back from the modem paved roeds of
Boxborough. Thisone is about ten feet wide for mog of its length and is supported by arough fieldstone
wall dong its wes edge, where the land drops sharply to the wetlands below. The path, which formerly
continued north toward the Silas Wetherbee Farm, was bulldozed in the late 20* century, and is now
partially obscured by woods and fill in the vicinity of new housesa 470 and 480 Hill Road. Two other cart
paths or wagon roads branch west and southwest acrassthe south part of the Silas Wetherbee Farm. One of
them continued west to the border of Harvard, the other led southwest to the former Smeon Wetherbee
Fam (MHC #6) a 120 Bateau Lane, which is located wes of the south part of the Old Town Center
digtrict. The line of athird cat path or wagon road to Harvard is discernible dong the main ees-west
pasture wall on the Slas Wetherbee Farm.

Firgt Parish Parsonage/Rev. Joseph Willard House, (ca 1796) 462 Hill Road. (MHC #40; Map #9;

Photos #3 and 5)
This large center-chimney house, the sacond resdence of Boxborough's first minister, was built for him
about 1796 in a comfortable but smply detailed Fedard form and style. The one-dory rear leato is
probably alater addition. The building hes a 5-bay fafade. The center entry hes been modified: it now hes
a modan 6-pand door surrounded by tall, unadorned casings rising to a plain entablature of an dlliptica
frieze under a smple cornice. The windows ae 66 sah. A long one-gory north sde ell, which just
touches the northwest comer of the house, gopearsto have been ganding inthe early 19 century. Ithesa
Sparae vedibuled entrance, sheltered under a flat-roofed, open porch. The date of the ivy-covered done
retaining wall that formsa grassed terrace in front of the house is unknown.

Although now reduced to 34 acres, the property a 462 Hill Road still contributes subgtantially to the
pagtord character of the district. The large, well-preserved late 19*-century New England barn northwest
of the house dts a the edge of an open hay field (Photo #13) fronted by a 300-foot long fieldstonewall and
a split-rail fence dong Hill Road. Aeria photos teken in 1939 show that thisfield weas planted in orchards
a that time. Thefront of the 1886 barn (MHC #41), agrand illustration of the prosperity of Boxborough's
agricultural economy in the late 19* century, hes a large centra interior-rolling door, two /6 windows
above it, and a pededtrian door to either Sde. The bam is dgpboarded on the front and hes board-and-batten
sding on the other elevations.

(continued)
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In a formerly open area divided from the parsonege field by an esst-wes fieldstone wall, three non-
contributing wood-frame houses have been built over the pest few years Two are st back from the edge of
the road and are partially screened from view by vegetation. Opposite them on the eedt Sde of the road are
two more noncontributing houses~a large L-plan house built in 2003 a 481 Hill Road, st well badk besde
a large hay field, and a neo-Queen Anne/Colonial house a 487 Hill Road, built in 2005. All of these
buildings are clad inwood clgpboard, and are both sted and proportioned in a manner compatible with the
historic architecture around them.

Lt. AmosPollard House, (ca. 1795) 593 Middle Road (MHC #105; Map #10; Photo #3)
Amos Pollard, builder.

Probably the earliest of the full 2 /2-gory, 5x 2-bay, Sde-gabled, center-chimney houses abutting the town
common, this house faces south a the northeast comer of Hill and Middle Roads At leest one of its early
outbuildings sood across from it on the south Sde of Middle Road. There was a potash shop somewhere
on the property before 1805. Thetown'sfirst Sore, operated by a successon of the residents of this house,
a0 good across Middle Road until it was replaced, probably in the 1820s, by atwo-gtory building adjacent
to the housewith agore on the first floor and ameeting hall a the second story. That second gore building
wes later converted to abarn; it was torn down about 1952.

The canter entry of this stylish building hes a large Federd frontispiece with a dentil course in the
entablature, tall pilagters, and afive- light transom over the 6-pand door. Inthis rare Boxborough example
of an early house where the builder is known, itislikely that Amos Pollard congructed the entry besed on a
design from one of the popular builders guides of the day, such as the Bogton edition of William Pan's
source book for house carpenters. The Practical Builder, published in 1792.

According to local records, the two-story Victorian bay window on the west part of the faBade replaced two
exiging windows & eech gory in the 1850s ad the other windows in the house were enlarged to the
presat 6-over-6-sach a that time.  The building hes atwo-story ell projecting north from the west part of
the rear wall, and two one-gtory shed-roofed extendgons on the west dde.

The only outbuilding on the property today isadde-gabled, dapboarded garage built in the 1930s or 1940s

Dr. Danid Robhins House. (1804) 533 Hill Road (MHC #42; Mgp #11; Photo #6)

The sscond Robbins family house on the property, this Federd resdence is one of the largest and mogt

stylish of the houses near the town common. [t was built in 1804, replacing a small wood-frame house that
predated 1791. The main house is atwo-room-deep, 2 /2-gory, Sde-gabled brick block with four tall corner

chimneys. Extending from the south end isatwo-story clgpboarded wing which gppears to date to

(continued)
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sometime in the 19* century. Abutting the end of the wing, its roof ridge aigned with the both the wing
and the main house, isasmal one-dory hed. Theroofsof the latter two sections project a the geble ends,
and have gable returns. Intypical Federd fashion, however, the roof of the main house projects only over
the shadlow boxed soffit a the front and rear. The main block hes a symmetrical five-bay faBade. The
windows in both the main house and wing are 66 sseh; the center second-gtory window inthe main house
is st into akeystoned, round-headed opening. The canter entry, too, occupies a round-arched opening, and
above the 6-pand door isa semi-circular divided fanlight. The molded wooden entry surround is st indde
the arched opening, and topped with awooden keysone.

This house bears many stylistic smilarities to the house of smilar date & 796 Hill Road, suggesting that
they may have been congtructed by the samebuilder. The low rubblestone pargpet wall goanning the faBade
apparently remains from aformer early 20™-century front porch.

The faBade of the south wing hes three 66 windows & the ssoond story.  Its S-bay first sory indudes a
triple 20*-century window & the south end. The atached shed hes six fixed-sash 6-pane windows just
under the faBade eaves and apanded door with small window above it centered inthe south end.

According to loca reports of the time, the mid-1870s barn (MHC #43) north of the house was built with

materia from the 1835 Boxborough Town House, which was purchasad and removed from its Ste & the
south end of the common by Hiram Felch, the owner of this property from 1866 through 1878. The barn is
the English type, with two high vehicle entries inthe longwest dde, each with an interior rolling vertical-

board door. The door of the center vehicle entry hes a 6-penewindow inthe center, and is surmounted by a
long multi-light transom. A large square cupolalventilator with pyramidal roof is mounted a the center of

the roof ridge.

In the front yard of this property, dose to the road, are two remnants of the building's Victorian peg—an
ornate iron pump st on asone bese over awell, and a square granite hitching pos.

Next to the north are two noncontributing housesof the late 20* century, & 560 and 579 Hill Road.

Larson House (1953-1957) 582 Hill Road (MHC #44; Map#12) Donald Larson, builder

The next house on the west dde, the Larson House, isthe first of severd smdl post-World War 11 houses
that were built as infill dong the gretch of Hill Road north of the common. Nearly unchanged since it was
built, the Larson House is an excdlent example of an early 1950s expanded Cegpe Cod cottage. Buiilt by the
owners over afour-year period, the building hes afoundation of fieldstone gathered from the old Slas

(continued)
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Wetherbee Farm of which this one-acre property was formerly apart. The generd form of the house is a
1'/2-gory, Sde-gabled, three-bay Cepe Cod cottage, but it is mede larger by arear shed dormer, by asde €l
on the north end, and by a large front-gabled projection a the north end of the faBade. Centered in thefront
wall of the projection is atypical early 1950s three-part picture window, with a large dnglepane center
section flanked by narrow 2/2 sseh with the muntins running Sdeways.  In contragt to the dapboard sding
of the res of the house, the projection is built of gone, with a flushboarded gable. Vertica flushboard is
a0 the cladding of the large gable of the two-car garagethat is atached to the end of the north ell.

The parcd for the Larson House was subdivided from land fronting Hill Roed that was originally part of the
large Slas Wetherbee Farm, whose farmdead is located 300 yards off the west dde of the drest a theed
of afarm lane informally called Wetherbee Lane. One enters the lane between two more noncontributing
wood-frame houses, #s 598 and 612 Hill Road, buih in 2000 and 1982, respectively. Both are st well back
from the edge of the road.

Slas Wetherbee Farm, (ca. 1770) 604 Hill Road (Mg #s 13-16)

At 27 acres thisisthe largest property inthe Old Town Center district. Although it hes logt dl but one of
its many outbuildings, and much of its former agricultura land hes grown up to woods over the last quarter
century, it still supports a flock of shegp, numerous horses, and retains many of its historic plantingsand
landscape  resources

The Slas Wetharbee House (MHC #45; Map #13; Photo #7), built ca 1770. digplays an architectura
progression typical of many 18*-century farmhouses in the Boxborough arear Judging by the structurd
evidence, it begen as a center-chimney, oneroom-degp house, and some years later acquired a range of
rooms acrossthe rear. The first addition wes probably a leanto kitchen, which was then raised to afull two
dories. Theresulting main block isa5 x 2-bay housewith acentra faBade entry and acenter chimney that
pierces the roof in front of the ridge line. Later gopendages include a one-bay addition to the north, and a
longer wing on the south end, abutted by aone-dory shed. The building was greetly dtered over the years
and is currently being stabilized and restored. Notable early interior features that are still intact include the
three-run gairs in the lobby entrance, mog of the fireboxes (one with coved plagter above it,) and sections
of 18*-century feather-edge panding in the fireplacewalls. 19*-century updated features include well-
crafted early Gresk Revival trim in the southeest parlor, where the fireplace surround and wainscoting are
intact and the windows and doors have molded-board casngs and beveled comerblocks.

The surviving outbuilding on the property is a two-gtory former shop or equipment barn of about 1900
(MHC #46; Map #14) that dands & the south dde of the lane leading to the farmhouse. Itsfrontwall is two
bays wide, with a pair of hinged doors and a 66 window. The building is shingled and hes a corrugated
meta roof

(continued)
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At leagt two or three foundations of former buildings exist on the property. The fieldstonefoundation and
intact cellar of the former cattle barn is a prominent festure of the gpproach to the house, and the top dones
of the foundation of the former chicken and gople barn, now filled in, are still visble just to itsnorth.
Future archaeologica investigations may reved the exact dte of the original John Wetherbee House of ca
1702, which burned down in 1770. (Locd ressarch indicates that the Silas Wetherbee House was built 500
yards southeedt of the old John Wetherbee House)

Another gructure, of a type that was built a severd locations on Boxborough's farms, is a fieldstone cow
pess under the lane that leeds to the farmhouse (MHC  #916; Map #15; Photo #16). The remnants of the
done wall-lined cattle lane continue north and eest of the cow pass Two wells are d<0 located on the
farmsteed, one insde the south shed.

Large horse pagtures south and southwest of the farmatead, a large vegetable plot north of the lane, a e
pen near the bam foundations, and the remnants of pear orchards and English walnut and butternut trees
behind and in front of the house together form the largest surviving agricultural landscgpe in the district.
(Photo #14.) Also located on the property are two dug farmers ponds (Map #16.) Ore is a andl ova
pond, which may be e lae as 1950 (Photo #15.). Directly besde it, covered by underbrush, is a
rectangular pit ébout 10' x 16', which probably dates to about 1930. Cadled locally the "Fire Hole." or
"Fire Pond" for its service in fighting fires, it is lined with done, and hes a amal dam across the eest ed
congsting of a large granite block.

613 Hill Roed (ca. 1920) (MHC #47; Map# 17, Photo # 17)

Directly across from Wetherbee Lane on the esst 9de of Hill Road isthe earliest of the 20*-century infill
housss in the digtrict.  This is a well-preserved gambre-roofed house of about 1920. While its form is
suggedtive of the Dutch Colonial Revivd of the late 1920s the house was probably congructed earlier than
that. Thisisatwo-story house, with ahigh, projecting front-gambrel roof that flaresout a the bottom edge
The faBade isthree bays a the first story, with two windowsa the second. A hip-roofed porch supported
on square pods wraps around from the faBade to the front part of the south sde, where the porch is
endosed.  The windows are 6/6 sagh, with some modern replacements. The main entry door gppearsto be
the original. Typical of the years from 1915 to 1920, it hes eight glass lightsin the upper section, over two
long verticd pands.

A two-gory northeest wing includes a garage a the ground story. A small dapboarded free-ganding
garage on the property was built about 1940.

(continued)
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Allen McLaneHouse, (ca. 1795/1932) 657 Hill Road (MHC #48; Map#18; Photo #18) ca 17951932
Builder: Enoch May
This two-story, Sde-gabled house, which gands on a rubble foundation facing south with its dde to the
road, is the product of & lesst three building pheses that took place over a century and a half gpart.  In
about 1795, housewright Enoch May built the first part of the dructure as a small, 256-square-foot, one-
dory house with four windows. The building may have been enlarged by the town during the yeersthat it
wes the farmhouse of the Boxborough Town Farm (1830-1846), ad it is believed that the present northeast
ell, formerly part of the old Smeon Wetherbee House & 120 Barteau Lane, was moved to the property by
latle 19*-cantury owner Edward Wetherbee. About 1932, owner Andrew Macuen substantidly rebuilt, and
gpparently again enlarged, the house. Among the building's 20* -century feetures are the three narrow wall
dormers over the south faBade, the rubble foundation, and the smple, degply projecting, gebled door hood
on gquare posts  An open porch on Tuscan columns & the eedt reer was dso gpparently added by Mr.
Macuen.

The building is three by two bays, with 2/2 windows. The south sde is symmetrically aranged, with a
window to ether dde of the center entry a the first gory. The second-dory faBade windows conss of a
sngle 2/2-saeh in each of the three dormers.

688. 706. 716. 742 Hill Road. (Map #s 19 through22) mid-20* century

North of the McLane House, a cluster of infill houses near the intersection of Picnic Streat illudtrates the

mixture of congtruction that came to mark many transitional aress between New England town centers and

their adjacent agricultura digtricts. All of these buildings—including five more noncontributing late-20*

century housssa 654, 677, 702, 708, and 760 Hill Road—are modes, smdl-scde dwellings, st well back

from the road edge Four of the infill houses-688, 706, 716, and 742 Hill Road —dHe to the later years of
the period of dignificance. They contribute to the district's character as illugtrations of the type of

resdentia construction that weas taking place in Boxborough and other communities as parcds were divided

out fromthe old farmsfor homesfor later generations (some of whom still worked the farms), or for owners
who by then commuted to employment esawhere,

Two contributing houses, 706 and 716 Hill Road, are not visible from the road. 706 Hill Road (MHC #409;
Map #20) wes built about 1925 as a smple gable-front bungadow. It is sded with wood novelty board, and
includes severd later additions including a broad, hip-roofed porch. A ssoond house on the same property,
numbered 708 Hill Road (MHC #50), and noncontributing to the nomination, is a ca 1971 Cegpe Cod
cotteage assembled  partly of pieces from severd old buildings, including timbers, boards, bricks, ad
window frames from 18*-century Boxborough houses, and mog of the timber frame of the 1729 Jodah
Wetherbee Barn, taken from a site near 214 Hill Road. 716 Hill Road (Map #21) isasomewhat dtered ca
1935 bunga ow—a type of housethat wes built inmany rura aressinthe 1920s and 1930s
(continued)
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and 742 Hill Road (Map #s 19 ad 22) are well-preserved examples of a variant on the ca 1950 ranch
hous= Both ae long, narrow, one-gtory buildings clad in vertica-board siding. Each hes a desply
overhanging Sde-gabled roof. A picture window, one of the halmarks of the mid 20*-century ranch house,
gopears a with nine overdzed panes and a 742 (Photo #19) in its three-part form, with asngle large
pane in the center, flanked by narow 11 sseh. Both properties have freestanding gable-roofed gareges,
which were built about the sametime as the houses

Schoolhouse corner: intersection of Hill Road and Picnic Strest (Map #23; Photo #20)

The intersection of Hill Road with Picnic Stredt, like the Hill and Middle Roads area a the town common,
still portrays much of the open, undifferentiated quality it hes hed for well over acentury. This is atrue
"schoolhouse corner,” where the early 1850s School #2 & 339 Ficnic Street faces a amdl grassed areq,
purchesad by the town in aout 1807, which is partially endosed by gone walls a the acute southesst
corner of the intersection. Inthe middle of the intersection is asmall, grassed triangle where a public town
well islocated. Thewell isfitted with alarge iron pipe or collar that protrudes abovethe top ring of Sones,
and is now plugged with concrete. Besde it on the triangle is arough vertical block of split granite, about
three feet high, which was probably a Sgnboard inthe 19* century. The grassed area south acrass Picnic
Street from the schoolhouse is planted with adiagond row of meple trees of varying agesand Szes.

District School #2. (ca. 1852) 339 Ficnic Siret (MHC  #109; Map #24; Photas #3 and 20)

Boxborough is fortunate to have five historic oneroom schoolhouses still ganding.  All have bean
converted to dwellings except this one, which is extremdy well presarved & a privately owned, loca
sthoolhouse musaum.  The building is furnished with old pupils desks and other furnitureand objects
collected over a number of years It is visited regularly by both schoolchildren and adults, and provides a
wedth of information about both education and school architecture in rural towns like Boxborough. The
design of the building is typical for its @a—asmple 3 x 3-bay, gable-front block with the telltale narrow
dove chimney rising from the rear end of the roof ridge and atall flagpole mounted a the front gable pesk.
The windows are large 6/6 sash with louvered wood shutters—three windows on eech sde, and one inthe
center of the falade. The main entry (which may have been one of two) is located a the west end of the
facade. Atthe eedt end isa amal window opening, boarded over on the indde. The faBadedoor is a later
6-pand door; a smilar door is located a the reer end of the eadt elevation. The trim includes a boxed
comice, broad cornerboards, molded hoods over the entry and faB@adewindow, and paired Italianate sawcut
brackets a theroofline.

Directly behind the building is arare surviving schoolhouse privy (Photo #8). In use through the middle
of the 20* century, its date is somewha uncertain, having probably been repaired many times. This isa
two-section outhouse, with dde-by-dde boys and girls' privies, eech fitted with atraditional "three-holer"

(continued)
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privy. The interior walls are lined with horizontal heedboard of a type characteristic of the early 20™
century. The building messures about 8 x 5', and hes two narrow, recessed-panded doors on thefront—
the west door hes three pands, the eedt hes four. The wood-shingled roof is sde-gabled, with the front
dope shorter than the reer.

Across Hill Road from the schoolhouse intersection, anoncontributing ranch house built about 1956 a 460
Hill Road is located on or near the dte of the ca 1784 farmhouse of Edward Brown, which sood on the
wes 5de of Hill Roed facing the heed of Picnic Street. The house burned or fell down sometime before
18%6. Jud north of the intersection, on the eest 9de of Hill Road, another noncontributing building, aca
1965 house st back behind thick lilac hedges a 773 Hill Road, occupies the original Ste of the 1808
predecessor of the 1850s School #2. (Ssebelow.)

School #2/Sallv Dragper House (1808). 799 Hill Road (MHC #53; Map #26; Photo #9)

That little 1808 school building is located 200 yards to the north, where it dts a the very edge of the road
on the spot where it was moved when the ca 1852 school was built. 1t was gpparently converted to a
dwelling as soon as it was purchased and moved onto the sSte by the Draper family. Itisatiny 3 x 1-bay,
one-dory dde-gabled cottage on afieldstone foundation. A two-bay ell extending to the north hes a shed-
roofed, 20*-century porch attached. A rear addition extends eest fromthe ell. Some smple Federd details
remain on the main schoolhouse section, including the smal windows, which are 6/9s of unusudly broad,
suat proportions.  The main door, in the northemmogt bay of the main feBade, is a four-pand Victorian
type. A dightly off-center sove chimney rises from the roof ridge.

Ephraim Whitcomb |11 House. (1814) 796 Hill Road. (MHC 51; Map #25; Photo #21)

Directly oppodte the earlier rdocated schoolhouse is one of the district's mog intact famdeads. The
house, like the Dr. Robbins House a 533 Hill Road, isalarge, stylish Federd brick building. Whilethisis
a gquare, hip-roofed two-story house, the similarity of some of its decorative dements to the gable-roofed
Robbins House suggeststhat they may have bean the work of the samebuilder. Thetwo-gtory building is 5
X 4 bays with four tall, massve corner chimneys, and hes awood-frame, clgpboarded ell on the north Sde.
The windows are 6/9s, with molded wood surrounds st under flat-arched olayed brick lintels. Asé the
Robbins House, the main center entry hes a round-arched opening. Above the 6-pand door is what may
have been a semi-circular fanlight, now filled with a 9ngle pane of glass. Also similar to the Robbins
House, the second-gory window above the entry is st into aroundheaeded, keystoned opening.

Thedll, which hes an overhanging molded, boxed comice and gable returns a the north end, gopears to date
to the middle part of the 19* century. Its4-pand Victorian door hes unusualy long upper pands, smilar to
thase on the door & the former schoolhouse acrossthe Street.

(continued)
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At the rear of the 2.8-acre property isalarge New England barn (MHC  #52) with a nearly centered interior-
hung rolling vehicle door and three 6/6 sssh windows—oneto ether Sde of the door and one in the gable
pesk. A vertica-board pededtrian door is located a the south corner of the faBade.

Zebediah Wheder/Boaz Brown/Simon Draper Housetca 1730/ca 1825) 827 Hill Road. (MHC #54; Map
#27)

Two farmsgteads spanning more than a century form the north terminus of the district. A small farmhouse
first belonging to Zebediah Wheder, and by 1761 to Boaz Brown, isreported to form part of the south ell of
the building a& 827 Hill Road. The north end of that 1 /2-gory section was joined about 1825 to a late
Fedard "story-and-a-hdf' cottage.  Distinguishing characterigtics of this house type, which is common in
the vicinity but rare in Boxborough, are the paired reer chimneys and the one-room-degp proportions with
high front and rear elevations reflecting the "knee-wall" congruction ingde. The main faBede of this later
house is symmetrical, five bays wide, with a canter entry sheltered by an enclosed, projecting pedimented
"porch.” The entry has the full-length sddlightstypical of the Gresk Reviva period. The windows are 6/6
sah. A dngle gable-roofed dormer is centered on the front roof dope above the entry. A 20*-century hip-
roofed, glassed-in porch is located dong the south end of the house

The eedt end of the combined structure, which hes two large vertica -board utilitarian doors a its south end,
abuts a gable-front New England barn similar to severd athers inthe district. The center vehicle entry of
the barn hes a vertical-board, interior-mounted rolling door with a fixed window inthe center, and along
multi-light transom above. A 6/6 window is centered under the geble pesk, and two pedestrian doors, one
just south of the vehicle entry and one inthe north corner, are dso located on the barn faBade.

Reuben Meed Draper House, (ca. 1851) 828 Hill Road (MHC #55; Map#28; Photo #10)

Standing dose to the road oppodte 827 Hill Road, an 85-acre agricultura property marks the north end of
the Old Town Center and the beginning of the large agriculturd district which gretches north from this
point to the Littleton line. The large 2 /2-gory sdehdl-entry farmhouse, now largely clad in synthetic
siding, hes an atached 1'/2-gory ell on the south Sde that connects to a small gable-front carriagehouse.
Two tall chimneys are located on the south dope of the main house roof; an early 20*-century shed-roofed
dde porch abuts the north Sde of the house. Windows are recent 6/6 replacements. Their trim is obscured
by the sding, but a dight Gresk Revivd pegk a the window crowns is evident, s it is & the sidelighted,
recessd doorway in the north corner of the faBade The roof eaves are unboxed.

A soond entry in the ell faBade dso has the full-length Sddlightstheat illustrate the Gregk Reviva influence

(continued)
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of the early 1850s A dliding vertica-board door is located a the outer end of the ell. The carriagehouse
hes atransom over the vehicle opening (which is now fitted with a modern overhead garage door) and a 6/6
window inthe center of the flush boarded front gable. The south wall of the carriage houseisdad in wood
shingles and hes a line of 6pane sanchion windows. A dapboarded square cupola with louvered dde
vents is mounted on the roof ridge.

The core of the faamstead is completed by a two-part ban (MHC #56) south of the house The older
section, which may be decades older than the house, is shingled, and Sands with its two-bay, gabled feBade
facing north toward the house and its Sde wall parald to the street, where three large 6/6 sseh windows and
a narrow vertical-board door are located. Attached to the west Sde of this barn, itsroof ridge perpendicular
to the main barn, isalong one-gory concrete-block cowshed that was probably added inthe 1930s

A soond early or mid-20*-century 1-dory ban or chicken house is located some digance behind the
famgtead. This building is clad in wide horizontal boards, and hes a corrugated metd roof Extending
wegt and north of the buildings is aworking agricultural landscape of 6to 7 acres, composed modily of hay
fields, with asmdl gpple orchard near the road.

Stretching northwest back from the farmdatead is a working agricultural landscgpe conssting largdly of
hayfields. Close to the road isa smdl orchard of gpple trees.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stes are currently located inthe Boxborough Old Town Center Historic
Didtrict, Stes may be presant. Ten dtes are recorded inthe generd area (within one mile). Environmenta
charecterigtics of the district regpresent locationa criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that
ae favorable for the presence of ancient dtes. Well-drained, level to moderatdy doping terraces, knaolls,
hilltops, and other landforms are located throughout the district in dose proximity to wetlands Two
unnamed streams, tributaries of Beaver Brook and the Merrimack River, drain southerly within 1,000 feet
of the eeslern and westem boundaries of the southern portion of the district. Two dammed farm ponds are
dso located inthe arean Given the information presented above, the sSze of the district (approximatdy 100
acres), the availability of open goace, and known Native settlement pattems for the Merrimack River
dranage and the uplands of north central Massachusetts, a high potential exigs for locating ancient Native
American dtes on the nominated property. Smadler campstes and specid purpose type Stes may be
characterigic of mog potentia Stesinthe area

(continued)
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A high potential ds0 exigs for locating historic archaeologicd resources in the district.  Numerous
examples of potential domestic, civic, religious, educationa, commercia, and agricultural dtes havebemn
identified throughout the district. While many dtes contain evidence of foundations visible from the
aurface, mogt Stes require additional historical resserch combined with archaeologica testing to document
their location and integrity. Structura evidence may survive from Boxborough's first meetinghouse (1775)
that burned in 1953. Evidence of the mestinghousgs granite block foundation survives, surrounded on two
ddes by the North Burying Ground (ca. 1776; Hill Cemetery), the first cemetery in the town. Structurd
evidence of the 18* century town pound may adso exist immediately northeest of the medtinghouse. The
medtinghouse, burying ground, common, and pound formed the early nudeus of Boxborough's linear
center settlement that formed from the medtinghouse. Structurd evidence of the first School #2 (1791) mey
survive & the northeest corner of Hill Roed and Ficnic Stret aébout one-haf mile north of the
medtinghouse. The 1791 School #2 burned in 1807 and was replaced by the Second School #2 later that
year. Structurd evidence may survive from the 1807 School #2; moved to 799 Hill Roed inca 1852 and
converted to adwelling. The surviving School #2 (1852) & 339 Picnic Strest was built on the dte of the
earlier 1807 school. Structurd evidence may survive from an 1860s pog office demolished next to the
parsonage & 462 Hill Road. Structura evidence of barns, stables, outbuildings, and occupeationd-related
features (trash pits, privies, wells) may survive with each of the civic, religious, and educationd dtes
discussed above

During the 18 and 19¢ centuries, severd residences, mogly parts of large farmateads, were d<o built dong
the Hill Road corridor north of Middle Road. Structurd evidence of resdences, barns, outbuildingsand

evidence of occupationa-related features may survive with many of the farmsteads no longer extant and

later domestic dwellings. Archaeologica survey and testing may locate structural evidence of the origina

John Wetherbee House (ca 1702), which bumed in 1770. Loca tradition indicates the Slas Wetherbee
House (ca 1770) & 604 Hill Road was built 500 yards southeest of the old John Wetherbee House By the
mid-1790"'s three or four houses were reported ganding in the Boxborough Old Town Center historic
district area By 1810, eight dwellings, all assodated with Szegble farms, were reported in the district area
north of the Middle Road intersection. Structura evidence may exist from the farmhouse (1784) of Edward
Brown in the vicinity of the existing noncontributing house & 460 Hill Road. The 1784 Brown House
burned or fell down sometime before 1856. A smdl pre-1850 house belonging to the Jacobs, Read, and

Withington familiesformerly sood south of 438 Hill Roed until it burned in 1945.

Structural evidence from barmns stables, outbuildings and occupationa -related festures (trash pits, privies,
wells) may exig with all domedtic, civic, religious, educationd, commercia, and agricultural buildings that
aurvive exclusively as archaeologica dtes and with extant buildings in the district. A blacksmith shop,
horse heds and gtorehouse, no longer extant, were standing near the Petars House (ca 1835) a 438 Hill
Roed until a leest 1914.

(end)
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

The Boxborough Old Town Center Historic District meds Criteria A and C of the Nationa Regider &
the loca levd for itshistorical and architectural significance.

The proposed district is eligible under Criterion A for its association with more than 200 years of

Boxborough's domedtic, civic, religious, educationa, economic, and agriculturd life. Many of the
contributing historic properties were the homes of Boxborough's oldest and mod influential families in
their respective generations. Members of those familieswere prominent community leeders, serving as
town and gate officers, church deacons and schoolteechers, as well as farmers. They included the town's
first miniger, carpenters, blackamiths and wheelwrights, an inventor and piano manufacturer, and a series
of shopkesparsa what was for decadesthe mog significant dore in the Boxborough vicinity.

The district meats Criterion C of the National Regigder as Boxborough's grestest concentration of intact
buildings and structures dating from the 18* to the mid 20" centuries. Its collection of houses providesa
panorama of well-preserved examples of Colonial, Federd, vernacular Greek Reviva and later 19 -cantury
house types and gyles as interpreted by builders in a amal rural community a the westem edge of
Middlesex County. Contributing 20™"-century infill buildings include modest examples of bungdowsand a
gambre-roofed cottage from the 1920s and 19305 and severd ranch houses and Cgpe Cod cottages from
the 1940s and early 1950s someof which illustrate the work of one of Boxborough's mog prolific builders,
Thomes A. Stede.

Also contributing to the significance of the district under both Criteria A and C ae non-resdentia
buildings, Stes, structures, and objects illustrating the full range of the area's development as asmall town
center and agricultural district. A cluger of resources a the south end of the district remains from the
longtime core of Boxborough's civic ad religious life~the origina late 1S*-century town common, the
first town burying ground, and the foundation of the first Boxborough meetinghouse. North and west of the
common are the surviving dements of some of Boxborough's mogt prominent historic farms. Severd well-
presarved 19"-century barns sanding dong Hill Road evoke the mogt progressive years of Boxborough's
agricultura padt, and severd of the larger properties still embody the aredls long farming tradition through
their padures, meedows, ponds, vegeable plots, and fields. Two smdl 19"-century wood-frame
schoolhouses survive here as well. One hes been converted to adwelling with minima exterior ateration,
the other is presrved as a schoolhouse musaum complete with detached privy. Twowellsand a pump are
positioned prominently a the sde of Hill Road; a 9one cow pess, afarmer's pond, and afire pond are till
in place on the large agricultura property & 604 Hill Road. The area is traversed by old cartpaths ad
weagon roads and laced throughout withfiel dstonewalls.

(continued)
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Included in the district are 15 noncontributing houses congructed since the 1950s on lots divided out of the
former farmland dong Hill Road. Their impact is mitigated, however, by the use of materids, massing, and
proportions compatible with the historic buildings, and in mog cases by their siting well back from the
road. The didtrict thus retains integrity of setting, location, design, materias, workmanship, feeling, ad
association.

DEVELOPMENT OF THEOLD  TOWN CENTER from European settlement to the Civil

War: ca 1730 to 1865

The samdl upland town of Boxborough, located 27 mileswest of Boston adong Interstate Route 495 & the
wegtern edge of Middlesex County, originated from parts of the towns of Harvard, Stow, and Littleton. It

was incorporated as adistrict in 1783, but was not mede atown until 1835. Beginning inthe early 18"

century, afew familiesof hardy European settlers lived on scattered farmsin what was still a near-frontier
area on the outskirts of the three parent towns. In 1775, however, agroup of Stow, Harvard, and Littleton

farmers, citing the difficulty of traveling to their respective megtinghouses, established their own religious
society and sucosaded in forming a new parish. They purchesed the 1733 Harvard mestinghouse,

dismantled it, and re-erected it on three acres of land in what was then the northwest corner of Slow. The
medtinghouse parcel, donated by farmer Silas Wetherbee, was Situated neaxr the top of one of the areds
highest hills—a place that locally came to be cdled asmply "the hill." After repested petitions to the
Massachusdtts Generd Court, and after overcoming significant opposition from the town of Littleton, the
district of Boxborough, acommunity of about deven square miles, was established in 1783.

As was typicd of mog rura New England towns, in Boxborough the megtinghouse became the nudeus
of the community's mog concentrated area of devdlopment. In Boxborough, that deveopment was
largely linear, as famsteads goread dowly north from the meatinghouse dong the existing county road to
Littleton, today's Hill Road. A few dwellings were 0 built just south of the mediinghouse where Hill
Road curves sharply west over some wetlands, and a the top of Middle Road, which begins a the
medinghouse dte and leads southeest toward Acton.  The first generation of houses around the
meatinghouse were all farmhouses, with farmsof 20 acres and more stretching around and behind them.
Many, like the medtinghouse and common, occupied former Wetherbee family land. This type of
development, in which agriculture was the major economic activity even inthe heart of the town center,
dands in contragt to some of the more nudeated centers in earlier communities esst of Boxborough. 1t
wes a digpersed paitern of settlement, with the famdeads gxread far gpart, parcds of agricultural land
baween them dong the road, and views of fields, meedows, and padures receding into the digance
behind the buildings—resulting in a pagord charecter that is still in evidence in the Old Town Center

district today.

(continued)
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With the medtinghouse still unfinished, the Boxborough church was finally organized in the spring of
1784, and the next year cdled its first minister, the Rev. Josgph Willard. The medtinghouse, which

meeaured 47' x 33" & its Harvard location, had a successon of religious and civic usesthrough the 197

and early 20* centuries, and sood in various dates of repair until 1953, when it burned down. Its

fieldstone foundation, however, still survives near the south end of the Old Town Center District. The
three acres donated by Silas Wetherbee from part of his farm (of which the ca 1770 farmhouse till

dands a 604 Hill Road) dso became the dte of the town's first camgery—the North Burying Ground

(or Hill Cemetery) (MHC #3801, Mep#7; Phatos 4 and 12). The burying ground, which contains burias

dating to as early as 1776, embraced the medtinghouse ontwo sdes.  Among the documented burids are

those of the Cheder family, African-American descendants of daves who resded in Boxborough inthe

third quarter of the 18* century.

For many years the res of the three original acres of town-owned land comprised a small, unlandscgped
common in front of the medtinghouse and cemetery, where a variety of activities took place. The
common was an important intersection of the roads, aplace to corral dray livestock, atraining ground for
the locad military companies, and the dte for blackamiths, whedwrights, and other artisans to ply their
trades By the mid- 20* century, the land referred to as "the common” had bean reduced to the current
half-acre trapezoidd parcd a the southeest corner of Hill and Middle Roads (Photo 11.)

The Rev. Willard apparently lived first a 429 Hill Road, the Capt. Judah Wetherbee House, which hed
bem built inabout 1783 on Wetherbee land for Capt. Wetherbee, one of Silas Wetherbee's sons, and his
new wife Catherine. (MHC #37, Map #2, Photo 2) That property was sold to the minister about 1786.
The Rev. Willard's seoond farm a 462 Hill Road, which he acquired severd years later, was a T-shgped
parcd of 26 acres to the north and west of the cemetery that hed aso formerly been part of Slas
Wetherbee's farm. That sscond farm hed broad frontage on Hill Road. The house a 462 Hill Road, still
cdled the Parsonage, was built aout 1796 (MHC#40, Mg #9, Photos 1, 5, 13).

Economic devel opment

By the mid-1790s three or four houses were standing a the Old Town Center. By 1810 the number of
dwellings dong Hill Road north of the Middle Road intersection had grown to about eight. All of them
were assodated with szegble farms, but the occupants of severd were ds0 engaged in other occupations
in addition to farming. Blacksmithing, potast+making, and probably whed- and wagon building
condtituted the earliest known industrial activity a the center. Blacksmithing, having dready bemn a
dddine of more than one Hill Road farmer, was carried on a the edge of the common as early as 1806 by
Thomeas Holt, followed in 1808 by Jod Foger, who bought the house and farm a 429 Hill Road in that
year. In 1809, he sold the property to a hoemaker, Abraham Mead. The next owner, Capt. Reuben
Houghton, who lived there from 1813 to 1828, isdso reported to have been a shoemeker. Jod Foder and
Reuben Houghton would have been representative of severd farmers in Boxborough who mede and sold

(continued)
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shoeson the " putting-ouf sysem (supplying them to deders who sold them outside of town) in the years
before the Industrial Revolution began. Cider making, another common activity on somefarms, is known
to have been assodiated with leest one property in the district, the late 18*-century farm of Edwerd Brown
a the intersection of Hill Road and Picnic Street. In 1801, Mr. Brown desded half the 110-acre farm,
with the cider mill and other buildings on it, to his son-in-law, Ephraim Whitcomb, |11, who built the
house & 796 Hill Road (MHC#51; Map #25; Phato 21) in 1814. Comb making, a cottage indudry in
many communities in the ssoond quarter of the 19* century, is said to have been carried on & the Slas
Wetherbee farm a 604 Hill Road, though it isnot dear which owner may have done the manufacturing.

At leegt one housawright, Lt. Amos Pollard, is known to have congtructed his own house a the canter
(593 Middle Road, ca 1795, MHC #105; Map #10; Photo 3), and he may have been involved in the
building of some of the others, & well. Other non-farming trades in the early years of the district
included the work of the town miniser and of a successon of schoolteachers, some of whom were
boarded in households near the schoal & the intersection of Hill Roed and Picnic Street. The Old Town
Center ds0 was home to the village physician. Dr. Danid Robbins (1758-1837)~aso Town Clerk for
many years-lived inasmall house a 533 Hill Road for someyears before he built his large Federd brick
house there in 1804, where he lived until his desth. (MHC #42; Map #11; Photo 6.) Mogt early town
canters had & leest one inn or tavern. The presence of one dose to the Boxborough medtinghouse isnot
certain, but gnce documents from 17834 refer to Judah Wetherbee as an "innholder,” it may be that his
1783 land exchange with the town weas assodiated with the opening of a tavern inwhat was then his small
house a 429 Hill Road. There was goparently an even earlier inn or tavern a half-mile north on Hill
Road. Boaz Brown (1705-1772) is reputed to have operated an inn before 1761 in a building that later
becamethe el of the larger house built about 1825 a 827 Hill Road (MHC #54; Map #27).

Town centers like Boxborough's usualy had a leest one generd dore. A gore exiged inthe district in
the early years of the 19* century, first kept in abuilding a the edge of the common—yprobably on the
gndl parcd located just north of 429 Hill Road. The first known proprietor of the sore wes Jes=
Goodnow, who then lived a 593 Middle Road. In 1816, Nathanid Hapgood, who had come to
Boxborough from Marlborough and do lived & 593 Middle Road, wes running the store when he was
killed ina gun accident, supposedly while standing in his doorway. After his degth, both the ownership
of the house & 593 Middle Road and the proprietorship of the dore continued under a successon of

people who relocated to Boxborough from Marlborough. The first of them, beginning shortly after
Nathaniel Hapgood died, was Captain Lyman Bigeow (b. 1795) who married Jane Brigham in 1819.

Sevad years later, Capt. Bigelow built a new two-story building on the property of 593 to house both a
larger dore and a second-gory meseting hall. The Bigedow Store hed a regiond reputation, and as the
largest in the areq, atracted customers from the surrounding towns as well as Boxborough. The hall,
known & Bigelow's Hall, was used for medtings, dances and other socia events, and quickly became a
central gathering place for residents of Boxborough. For many years it was an important adjunct to town

(continued)
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life around the mestinghouse and common. Capt. Bigelow died in 1842, and his widow, Jane, gpparently

remaned inthe house, dong with a least one daughter, Augudta, and son-in-law, George B. Talbot, who
ran the dore for atime. Other proprietors of the gore through mid-century were three nearby farmers,

Jane Bigelow's brother William Fitt Brigham (who lived a 429 Hill Road inthe 1830s and 18405 as did
another, Lyman Mead), and for a brief time, Ephraim B. Cobleigh of 484 Middle Road. The Bigelows
son, Lyman Waldo Bigelow (1828-1886), was dso a proprietor before he relocated to Norwood in 1853.

The Bigdlow Store finally closed in the early 18605 at leest partly due to regiona competition from larger

doresin other towns.

Smdl industria activity continued through the second quarter of the 19* century both on and around the
common. The town granted another men from Marlborough, whedlwright and blacksmith George L.

Peers, the right to occupy a half-acre piece of the town common in about 1835. The house a 438 Hill

Road (MHC #38; Map #4; Photo 1) was built for his resdence around the time of his marriage in that

year to Lydia Whitcomb, daughter of Ephram Whitcomb of 827 Hill Road. Desds refer to a "shop,”
gpparently his blackamith shop, which good on the property until & lees 1914. An unusud

manufacturing shop was run by Reuben Meed Drgper (b. 1824) in the middle of the 19 century. Hebuilt

"piano fortes,”" perhaps first in one of shops a the edge of the common on or neer the property of 429 Hill

Road, ad laer & his own resdence a Hill Road, which was built between 1851 and 1856 (MHC

#55; Map #15; Photo 10). An entrepreneur a8 well as a farmer and manufacturer, he ran a carriage
factory in the west part of Boxborough for atime, invented an improved type of water whed, and with his
brother, Smeon, submitted a patent application for amachine that dressaed cut or split sone.

Civic devd opment; education; changesin the megtinghouse.

While the Bigdow Store and the various artisans shopsa the Old Town Center sarved many of the daily

nesdsof the familieswho lived inthe vicinity, the education of the children on "the hill" wes guided by a
successon of teechers inthe center school. A school was operating in eech quadrant of the town by the
early 1790s and & leest three sthoolhouses are reported to have been built by 1800. The one that served

mog of the children on the hill was School #2, built in 1791 by Silas Wetherbee a the northeest corner of

Hill Road and Picnic Street, about ahalf mile north of the meatinghouse. That schoolhouse burned down
in 1807, and wes replaced during the next year by the little one-room school that was later converted to a
dwelling and moved a short distance north, to 799 Hill Road (MHC #53; Map #26; Photo 9). 1n about

1852 that 1808 building wes in turn superssded on its Ste by the surviving School #2 a 339 Ficnic Street

(MHC #109; Map #24; Photo 8).

From 1783, when the date legidature granted district status to Boxborough, until the present Town Hall
was built & amore central locationin 1901, al of the civic affairs for the town were conducted in the Old
Town Center district. For decedes the original medtinghouse sarved as both the religious and the
municipal center of the community, and for awhile it had amilitary function, too, as the

(continued)
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town's ammunition supply of lead, powder, and flints was gored in the building until a leest 1794.

Church services were hdd in the medtinghouse on Sundays and Town Meetings were conducted in the
building every spring and a additional times when the nead arose. In the first decadesof the 19 century,

however, throughout New England there was growing theological disagresment among religious factions,
unessiness over using sanctuaries for both religiousand secular purposes, and unrest over the u=e of local

taxes to support the town church. Religious dissent in the Boxborough church came to a heed in the
18205, and in 1829 the origind society was divided in two—with the formation of an Evangdica

Congregationd Society that built its own church two miles avay and closer to the geogrgphic center of

town, and a Universdist Society, which dayed in the original medtinghouse until the society was
dissolved & mid-century. In 1835, the year that Boxborough was incorporated as atown, the municipa
function of the medtinghouse ceasad with the construction of the community's first Town Hal a the
south end of the center common. (No longer extant, its dte is just outdde the National Regider district
boundaries) Samud Hosme of Acton was the builder for the 1835 building; the plans were by Capt.

Jecharigh Sheldan of Fitchburg.

Other reforms were taking place throughout Massachustts by the ssoond quarter of the 19" century.
Like the views that resulted in separating churches from town government, attitudes toward the care of
indigent citizens were changing. While poor resdents hed previoudy been boarded in private homes
where their care had been subddized by the town, in 1830 Boxborough, like many communities,
edablished aTown Farm, or Poor Farm. The god was to have the town's poor earn their kegp in asdlf-
supporting agricultural operation under the managemeant of a resdent farmer and his family. The location
chosen for purchase by the town was the smadl farm a 657 Hill Road formerly owned by Allen McLane
and John Nourse (MHC  #48; Map #18; Photo 18). Under the watchful eye of the citizens a annuad Town
Mestings, the Boxborough town farm and housshold were run for 16 years by farmer Abel Davisand his
wife. Mr. Davisdied in 1842, whereupon Capt. Andrew Wetherbee and his wife, Mary, ran it for four
more years, until it was dosed by the town in 1846.

It was during the growing local economy of the second quarter of the 19* century that the population of
Boxborough reached the highest leved it was to have over its first 160 years as acommunity. Fromaleve

of 412 in 1790, it rose dowly to nearly 430 in 1830. In 1834 Boxborough was consdered large enough to
be granted its own pogt office, which was located here & the Old Town Center until Boxborough's office
weas combined with Wes Acton'sinthe late 19 century. The first pogmagter was Lyman Bigeow, who
operated the office out of his gore building, as did some of the later dorekeepars there. Inthe 1860s

after the Bigdlow Store closed, under pogmeder Oliver Wetherbee the pogt office moved to asmdl

building (demolished) beside the house & 462 Hill Road, which was then owned by farmer and carpenter

Jerome Priest.

(continued)
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Agricultural devel opment
The amdl-scde industrial activity a the Old Town Center continued through about 1850. Until well into

the 20* century, it was agriculture that sudained and supported mog of the occupants of the district, asit
did the community as a whole.

Boxborough's devdlopment as atown during the first half of the 19* century took place during aperiod of
gredt trangition in agriculture throughout New England. 1t was atime when the old colonia subssence-
or mixed-farming practices that had provided food for largely local consumption gradually gave way to
an agricultural economy more oriented to the regiond markets of Boston, Worcester, and Lowell.
Improvements in farm technology; better breeds of livestock; new varieties of grains, vegetables and fruit,
and upgraded transportation systemsall contributed to the growing prosperity of Boxborough's farmers as
they turned to selling agricultural products for cash. In 1806, the Union Turnpike was extended wes
from Concord, passing through Boxborough a short digance south of the center (today's Massachusetts
Avenue/MA Route 111), eesng the loca farmers aoocess to regionad markets. Another magjor chenge
camein 1845, when the Fitchburg Railroad was built through the north edge of town with aflag op neer
the Littleton border. Equaly important to the farmers were the loading platforms and other facilities a
the railroad dation in neaby West Acton. The railroad mede possble the rapid trangport of farm
products to the mgjor regiona markets and distribution centers, especidly those in Bogton, which was
twenty-saven miles avay—a dow trip by horse and cart, but arapid one by train.

The generd farming of the colonia and early nationd periods, which on most farms included the growing
of hay, grains, gpples, ad a few vegeatables, and the raisng of mixed livestock, became increasingly
Soecidized as the century progressed. Growing hops was a specidty on many Boxborough farms in the
early 19" century, when the town hed the reputation as the largest hop-growing town of its 9ze in New
England, but the practice had largely died out by 1860. Toward mid-century mogt locd farmers usd
their cows milk to produce butter, and some aso made dheeseto sdll on the Boston market.

Apple orchards a0 provided a source of farm income up until the Civil War, and gpplesfor edting, rather
than for cider, were increasingly shipped on collective wagonloads, and later by rail, to regiona markets

LATER DEVELOPMENT OF THEOLD TOWN CENTER, ca 1865 through 1956

Boxborough's population remained just above 400 through the middle of the 19* century. After the Civil
War, however, it declined, from 403 in 1830 to 316 in 1900, reaching a low of less than 300 by 1920.
While other communities in the region continued to develop an industrial economy, Boxborough's
devdopment until the Second World War was dmogt exclusively agricultural. In contrast to more
industridized towns, in the late 19* century mog Boxborough residents were native born, athough a
smdl number of Irish, and later Canadian, immigrants found work on the town's farms and as sarvants in
its houssholds. Conddent with the decline in population, there was very little resdential constructionin

(continued)
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Boxborough between 1870 and 1900, dthough a number of subgtantial barns were built, especidly onthe
farmgteads of "the hill," attesting to the continued prosperity of the Old Town Center farms.

The trend toward specidization in farming continued. Some farmers now became true dairy farmers.
Milk production increesed due to better feeds and higher-qudity cattle breeds, and by the 1830s specid
railroad cars and equipment could kegp milk fresher longer, making it possble for farmers to ship milk
directly to market. Barns became larger to accommodate the larger dairy herds, and nearly all were built
to the more efficient "New England” design, (with the main vehicle door in the gable end of the building),
which usudly hed three aides and acedllar underneath.  Well-preserved barns from this era still and on
omeof the farmgeads a the center where dairy herdswere kept. Jerome Priest built his barn a 462 Hill
Roed in 1886, and new bams were put up & 796 Hill Road by late 19*-century owner Benjamin Hager,
and & 827 Hill Road.

At 533 Hill Road, an English barn (with the vehicle doors inthe long Sde) was put up in the mid-1870s
by the property's owner of that time, Hiram Felch. The building may incorporate a least the frame of the
1835 Town Hall. In 1870, the Town had voted to reopen the old meatinghouse as the Town Hall. Four
yeers laer, Mr. Felch bought the abandoned 1835 building a auction, and is beieved to have dismantled
it and re-erected it for thisbam.

In addition to the specidization in dairying, the latter part of the 19 century ds0 saw an increese in the
number of farmersgrowing orchard fruits as their main crop. Dairy farming and orcharding proved to be
a compatible combination on "the hill," where cows grazing under the fruit trees kept down the grass ad
fertilized the trees through their manure. Boxborough's farmers had dways grown gpples, but inthe last
quarter of the 19* century as the regiona market for fruit became increasingly lucrative, the town's
orchards were both expanded and diversified. Improved varieties of gpples that withstood shipping were
developed, and many Boxborough farmersgrew Badwins in particular. Famers dso began to plant large
orchards of other fruits, egpecidly peaches and pears, and some established vineyards that produced table
grgpesfor the Boston market. Silas Hoar, who married Lucy Wetherbee in 1852 and owned and operated
the old Slas Wetherbee Fam a 604 Hill Roed for the res of the century, produced 3,000 pounds of
grgpesfrom his vineyards in 1880, while dso maintaining adairy herd and both gpple and peech orchards
(MHC#45; Map #13; Photos 7, 14-16).

In addition to all his other farm operations, Slas Hoar was one of many Boxborough farmerswho by the
end of the 1880s had taken up another specidty—large-scale poultry raising and egg production. Poultry
farming was ds0 important to a lees one of the handful of remarkable female farmers a the Old Town
Center inthe late 19 century. In 1843, Louisa Hoar married Jarome Priest of 462 Hill Road, ane of the
largest farmerson "the hill." When he died in 1894, dhe took up farming on her own & the age of

(continued)
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saventy-two, setting out 300 peech and gpple trees, and purchasing four cows, ahorse, and 400 chickens.

She quickly devdoped a specidty inwhite Brahma hens and for many years marketed the birds and their

egos with al the skill of any of the town's farmers before her.  Other women farmers included Jane
Bigdow a 593 Middle Road, who outlived her husband, Lyman, by 44 years. She maintained a 30-acre
farm there into the 1870s even during the yearsthat the Bigelow Store was till in operation. And onthe
farm next north & 533 Hill Road, after her husband's desth in 1857, Dr. Daniel Robbins daughter,

Sussna (Robbins) Williston, for years maintained the 42-acre farm there. In 1860, he had a hdf-dozen
cows, two pigs, and crops of corn, oats, hay, one of the larger orchards in town, and one of only two
profit-making "home-manufactures’ listed for Boxborough's farmsin that year. (Itisnot known what her

home-produced products were.)

The devedopment of agriculture in Boxborough was greetly aided by the exchange of idees among
famers. In 1874, aloca Farmers Club was founded. It met weekly during the winter months and less
frequently during the growing ssason, usudly a the refurbished Town Hall in the old megtinghouse a the
center. The club sponsored a biannua agricultural fair and held yearly oyster suppers The loca Grange
chapter, which was organized in 1886 with 28 charter members grew out of the Farmers Club. It took
over the running of an agricultural fair in September, which isstill put on today on ayearly bess. Many
of the farmerson "the hill" were founders and officers of both organizations. Charles T. Wetherbee of the
od Slas Wetherbee Farm, for indance, was Grange Mader for the first few years and ds0 a cornat
player in one of the chapter's mog popular cultural siddights, the B.G.I. (Boxborough Grange
Insrumental) Quartette.

Some of Boxborough's farmers took on ancther new role in the 1870s and 1880s, when the rising trend
for summe vacdions brought an increesng number of city visitors to rura towns, especidly those
accessble from Boston.  With the gppearance of regiona guidebooks that catered to viditors ad
vacationers. Hill Road, with its pastord scenary, picturesque architecture, and high eevation, developed a
reputation as a healthful and scenic area and became a desirable vacation destination. Red edae agents
were suddenly interested in "the hill," including Hiram Felch, who wes both a farmer and ared edate
broker, and bought and resold a leest two properties inthe Old Town Center district. Some farmers took
in aummer boarders, and a leest one fam—the old Dr. Robbins farm, which Mr. Fech acquired after
Sussna Williston's desth—wes purchased by a Bogton resident. Dr. James McDonald, for a summer
home Dr. McDonad usd it for afew years as a country retrest, employing afarm maneger to se toits
operaions. Tha manager, who had endured hard times in Pennsylvania during the financial panic of
1873, was Josgph Harry Orendorff Mr. Orendorff (b. 1845) was able to purchase the property in 1879,
and went on to become one of Boxborough's mog prominent citizens. He served in many town offices,
and in 1883 was honored by being chosan Presdent of Boxborough's centennid celebration, which was

(continued)
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held on the common that year. He was dected to the town's first Board of Library Trugees in 1890, ad
for itsfirst four years (until the Orendorff family moved to Concord), the Boxborough Public Library wes
housad in the front parlor of 533 Hill Road under the ble supervison of Mrs. Orendorff.

The Boxborough library, in fact, from its earliest days, was amajor feature of the Old Town Center. For

a dhort time inthe 1840s a bookcase of town-owned books wes kept a the Bigelow Store a 593 Middle
Road. Thiswas actually the book collection for the four district schools, which came about through an

1842 Town Meeting vote that established revolving libraries in each of the school digtricts. In 1879, a
andl "socid library" of sorts came into being when a Magazine Club was organized by resdents of the
Old Town Center. A public library weas not established in Boxborough until 1890, however, shortly after
the ate legidature made $100 worth of books available to every town establishing a free public library.

The devdlopment of the Boxborough library as a town ingtitution isjust one illugtration of the loca

leedership roles played inall eras by the residents of Hill Road. Of the first Boxborough Board of Library
Trugtees, four of the dx lived on or near "the hill"—A. W. Wetherbee, J. Harry Orendorff, Mabd B.

Pries (later Mabd [Priest] Robbins), and Mrs. Smon B. (Lucie) Hager. As mentioned above, Lucy

Orendorff was the first Boxborough Librarian, presiding from June 1891 to 1894 over the collection in
her front parlor. When dhe moved out of town, she was replaced by Mabe Priest, daughter of Jarome and
Louisa Priest. In 1895, the collection of 615 volumes was moved closer to the town common, to another
front parlo—at 429 Hill Road, which then bdonged to Miss Priest's uncle, Henry L. Priest.  In 1906
another resdent of the center, Eva |. Withington (who lived opposite #429 in a house that later burned

down), briefly filled the position. When de resigned, Mabd Pries (by then Mabe Priest Robbins)

reumed the job, and served as Boxborough's town librarian for the next thirty yeers Finaly, severd

years after the town's municipal operations moved out of the center to the 1901 Town Hall, the old

Boxborough mestinghouse was again renovated, thistimefor the Boxborough Free Public Library, which

moved there in 1908. Two later librarians do lived in the Old Town Common district—Mrs. Edmund

(Lucy) Gates of 462 Hill Road, who served from 1940 to 1947, followed by Elizabeth Lymberg, a later
resdent of 429 Hill Road.

The 1908 reopening of the old meetinghouse as "Library Hall" brought renewed activity to the Old Town
Center, and provided a 20*-century gathering place for medtings, parties, dances and concarts in the
sameway that Bigelow'sHall and the 1835 Town Hall hed done inthe 19* century. Socid events there
fortified a sange of community and helped people weather the hard years that came with wartime and
economic crisis. One memorable event during the Greast Depression, for indance, wes the 1933 golden
wedding anniversary of Charles T. and Mercie (Hoar) Wetherbee of 604 Hill Road, when their neighbors
on "the hill" presented them with atin trunk full of $15.45 in nickels.

(continued)
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In its lagt incarnation as Library Hall, the old 18*-century meetinghouse wes a beloved part of the Old
Town Center for nearly 45 years, until the night of January 9, 1953, when it burned down in a metter of
hours due to achimney fire. During the conflagration, the 1835 bell in the tower crashed to the ground
with one lagt gong. Today, the bronze bell and the 1775 granite foundation are still on site, reminders of
the building that was truly the center of Boxborough community life in many ways, in many different
eras, for morethan 175 years.

Generodity in response to the library fire from people and institutions both in town and outdde of
Boxborough was swift and overwhelming, and in less than six months, donations of books reeched 600
volumes. Thanks to one resdent of Hill Road, however, by June the fledgling library collection quickly
acquired a new home, which it occupied for the next thirteen years. The location was School #2 a 339
Picnic Street.  Its owner, Wallace Robinson of Hill Roed (who had bought the schoolhouse in 1949
when the Town auctioned off al four of its district schools), offered to leesethe building to the town for a
nomina aum for as long as necessary. Heat was provided for the library staff and patrons from theold
wood dove. There was no plumbing in the building, however, and the old privy to the rear, with its
"boys' and "girls" doors, was again pressed into service. In 1967, after a new library was built, Wdlace
Robinson's son George converted the building into a schoolhouse mussum.

With the exception of a amall 20*-century generd dore that was operated a 593 Middle Road (this time
in the ell of the houss) by Ernest "Pop" Moore from 1936 to 1952, agriculture continued as the main
economic activity a the Old Town Center through World War 11.  Dairy herds were maintained on some
of the Hill Road farms, and some farmers grew vegetables for certain market niches, such as the large
bean crops that were sent to Bogton to be processad for Bogton baked beans A few farmers, including

Leon Wetherbee, who succesded his father & the old Slas Wetherbee Farm (which was now called
"Walnut Farm™ for the English walnut trees that graced the farmstead), invested even more heavily in

poultry.

It was orcharding, however, that made a name for Boxborough in the 20* century. Aerid photographs
from the 1930s show orchards covering a large portion of the land on both sdes of Hill Roaed a the old
canter a that time. Hill Road farmerstransported truckloads of many varieties of goples, peaches, pears
and cherries to the railroad getion & Wes Acton, or drove them to Bogton and beyond.

Although Boxborough's farm families were weethering the Depresson with hard work and redilience, in
1938 the Great Hurricane struck the hill with devastating force. Many orchards were nearly destroyed by
the storm, which a0 flattened severd farm outbuildings. At the Wetherbees Wa nut Farm, gpple and
cherry trees were uprooted, a corner was blown off the big barn roof, and all the hen housss were
destroyed.

(continued)
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While orcharding and some dairy farming continued into the 1950s farming of all types declined
throughout Boxborough after World War |1, For the resdents of the Old Town Center, commuting to
jobs outsde of Boxborough increased. Smdl housdots were divided out of the old farms all over town,
including afew on "the hill," where smdl bungaows, ranch houses, and modern Cape Cod cottages were
built. Some were occupied by the grown children of the farm families, but others were sold to people
who worked a other types of jobs.

When the old meetinghouse burned down, the Old Town Center logt its main civic focus. It dso log its
la commercid operation when "Pop" Moore rdocated his goreto Route 111. But in 1966, thanksto a
legacy from Albert J. Sargent, another library building was built on Middle Road just outsde the south
part of the district. While the last dairy herd on the hill was s0ld inthe late 1970s today's reddents a the
Old Town Center till practice some agriculture on asmdl scde Horsesand shegp grare a the old Silas
Wetherbee Farm, shegp are rased a 533 Hill Road, hay is grown a 426 ad Hill Road, and many
property owners maintain sizesble meedows and vegetable plots. In spite of the lossof the  meatinghouse,
the common and burial ground & the south end of the district and School #2 & the north reman &s
reminders of the district's function as a amdl town center. Mog of all, the well-preserved historic
resdentia architecture provides alink with all erasof Boxborough's padt.

Archaeologica Significance

Snce patans of ancient Native American settlement in Boxborough are poorly understood, any
surviving dtes could be significant. Although numerous ancient Sites have been identified within the
Merrimack River drainage and its nearby tributaries, the Concord, Sudbury and Assabet River drainages,
fewer dtes have bean recorded adong more inland tributary streams including the Beaver Brook drainage,
possbly reflecting underreporting in this area or environmental differences in the drainages. Ancient
Native American dtes in the vicinity of the Boxborough Old Town Center Historic District may
contribute important information that identifiesthe range of functional and tempord variability between
dtesin the Beaver Brook drainage and their rdationship to Native settlements along the main drainege of
the Merrimack River and its mgjor tributaries. Information may adso be present that clarifies the
relationship and regiond importance of dtes and resources dong the Beaver Brook drainege to larger
tributaries of the Merrimack River such as the Concord, Sudbury, and Assabet River draineges. Ancient
gdtesinthe vicinity of the Boxborough Old Town Center Historic District and the Beaver Brook drainege
may represent a seesond /functional agpect of a subsgence and settlement sysem that focuseson larger
dtes dong the Merrimack River drainage and other tributaries listed above.  Sites in this area can d<0
contain evidence of exchange between more interior portions of the Merrimack River drainage and
downgtream coadd aress

(continued)
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Higtoric archaeologica resources described above have the potential to contribute important information
that documents the evolution of a rurd upland community for over 200 years Hidorica research
combined with archeeologicd aurvey and testing can hdp identify the location, architectura
characteridics and activities assodaed with severd buildings and dructures asodiaed  with
Boxborough's domedtic, civic, religious, educationa, economic, and agricultura life. Structural evidence
assodaed with Boxborough's first medtinghouse (1775), the town pound, burying ground, and common
can help recongruct the nudeus of Boxborough's linear settlement pattern that formed from the
medinghouse ste. Archaeological evidence may exist that documents the architectural characterigtics of
the first medinghouse and the facilities assodated with that structure. A cariage house, gables
outbuildings, and occupational-rdlated festures may have bemn located in the area surrounding the
medtinghouse.  Similar information may exist a the Ste of the first School #2 (1791), the sscond School
#2 (1807), ad the 1860s pog office al originally located on Hill Road beginning about one-haf mile
north of the meatinghouse. Detailed andlys's of the contents of occupationa-related features (trash pits,
privies, wells) assocdiated with the aove dructures might contribute social, cultural, and economic
information rdated to sudents & the schools and by extendion, their families and the Boxborough
community

Archaeological resources may dso contribute important information related to two centuries of domedtic
and agricultura evolution on saverd famsteads known to exist in the Hill Road corridor in thedistrict.
Archaeologica survey and testing a the Stes of individual farmsteads still present and no longer extant
can identify the Stes of reddences, barns, outbuildings, and occupetional related festures. Data from the
sources outlined above can be usd to trace the economic growth of the community and changes to the
function and internal configuration of rural upland farmgeads during the 18%, 19*, ad ealy 20*
centuries. Archaeologica resserch can dso be used to test loca tradition that identifiesthe Stes of some
of the earlier famgeads in the district. The dte of the original John Wetherbee House (ca 1702)
represents one of the earliet homes and famdeads in the district identified by local tradition 500 yards
northeast of the Silas Wetherbee House (ca. 1770).

Archaeologica survey and testing might dso help identify unmerked graves a the North Burying Ground
(ca 1776), ds0 known as the Hill Cemetery. Detailed andyss of the overall context and contents of
unmarked graves may contribute a wide variety of important information related to both the evolution of
the cemetery and the inhabitants of the Boxborough community. Accurate mapping of grave shaft
locations assodiaed with known and unmarked graves can help recongtruct buria ground bounderies,
buria pattems and changesthat occurred over time. Detailed andlyss of the contents of graves can d<0
contribute important information related to the social, cultura, and economic characterigtics of
Boxborough's population, especialy during the town's early period of settlement. Osteological sudy of
human remains can contribute information rdated to the hedth and pathologies that affected the overdl

(continued)
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Boxborough community and samdler family and socio-economic groups.  Analysis of gravestone
inscriptions and dudy of memorid offerings and parsond items interred with individuas can dso
contribute important socia, cultural, and economic information characteristic of the Boxborough
community or sub-groupswithin that community.

(end)
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8. ARCHITECTS/BUILDERS
Dondd Larsen
Enoch May
Amos Pollard
Thomas Sede

9. MAJORBIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Books and articles
Drake, Samud. History of Middlesex County. Boston: Edes& Lauriat, 1880.

Hager, Lucie C. "Boxborough,” in Hurd, D. H. ed. History of Worcester County, Mass.. Vol 1.
Philadelphia JW. Lewis& Co., 1890.

. Boxborough: a New England Town and its People. Philadephiaz JW. Lewis & Co., 1891.

Tdmadge, Katherine, & al. Boxborough: aPortrait of a Town, 1783-1983. Boxborough: Boxborough
Bicentennial Commission, 1983.

Waren, Shirley, et al. History of the Schools in Boxborough, 1783-1974.  1974.

United States documents
U.S. Cenaus agricultural schedulesfor Boxborough: 1850, 1860, 1870, 1880; manufacturing census schedules
for 1850 and 1860.

U.S. Direct Tax Cenaus, 1798.

M assachusetts documents

Johnson, Sanford. Massachusetts Historical Commisson: Survey and Inventory of Historic, Architectural and
Cultura Resourcesof Boxborough. Boston: MHC, 2003.

Massechusatts Cenqus. 1855,1865.

(continued)



NPS Form | 10-900-a
(3-86) OMB Approval No 102Ji«ftl»

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regiger of Higoric Places

Continuation Sheet Boxborough Old Town center
Boxborough (Middlesex), MA

Section number A~ Page 2

Massachusetts Historical Commission.  Reconnaissance Survey Report for the Town of Boxborough, 1980.

Loca documents

Annud Reports of the Town of Boxborough: various years

Boxborough Historical Society. Homesand Home Sites Study, 1960s-1970s, (file a Sargent Public Library).

Boxborough Town Records, 1783-1960.

Vital Records of Boxborough, Harvard, Littleton, Marlborough, and Stow.

Maps, plans, and atlases

Beas F.W. Atlas of Middlesex County. New York: 1875.

Wadker, George Atlas of Middlesex County. Bogton: 1889.

Walling, Henry. Map of the Town of Boxborough. Boston: 1856.
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Boxborough Old Town Center Middlesex, MA
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Propertv  approximately 100 acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 292580 4708500 3. 19 292580 47081 00
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 19 292760 4708240 4. 19 292300 4707120
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

X See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

namelftitle Anne Forbes, consultant, with Betsy Friedberq, National Reqister Director, MHC
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date  October 2006
street & number 220 Morrissey Blvd. telephone 617-727-8470
city ortown Boston state Massachusetts zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items

(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name various
dreet & number, telephone
aty or town state . Zip code

Paperwork Reduction ActStatement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nhominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA, continued

UTM Reeaences

5 19 292180 4707140 8 19 292080 4707960
6 19 292180 4707540 9 19 292300 4707920
7. 19 291900 4707820 10 19 292400 4708160

Verba Boundary Description

The Old Town Center National Register Historic District extends roughly south to north dong the corridor of
Hill Road as shown on Boxborough Tax Maps 11, 12, and 13. The southernmost properties are Parcd 3-3-210
(no drest address) on the west dde of the road, and Parcd 3-3-121 (429 Hill Road) on the eet Sde. From
there, the digtrict progresses north on both sdesof the road to Parcd 3-3-192 (828 Hill Road) on the west Side,
and Parcd 3-5-154 (827 Hill Road) on the eedt.

All parcds have frontage on Hill Road except for threee Parcd  3-3-121 (429 Hill Road, which hesfrontage
on the Town Common); 3-3-213-0.A (a 10-acre parcd of town-owned land digned behind and just west of the
ten southernmost properties on the west dde of Hill Road); and Parcd 3-5-151 (339 Picnic Street, which is
located & the Picnic Street-Hill Road intersection.)

In three places the district boundary craosses the aooess drives of recently developed properties whose man
aoresges ae |located well back from the dsret.  Inthese cases, the boundary line continues straight acrossthe
drive as aline of convenience to the dde or rear-corner boundary of the next district property.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries of the Boxborough Old Town Center Historic District encompess the linear corridor of the
community's original town center dong Hill Road, where the megtinghouse, first cemetery, pound, and town
common were located, surrounded by with the resdences and famgteads of a significant number of the
town's mog prominent citizens of the 18*, 19*, and early 20* centuries. While the meatinghouse and pound
ae gong, the cametery and nearly all of the historic resdences remain, dong with mogt of the dements of
their farmsteads and a significant amount of the assodiated historic agricultural landscepe.

Where feasible, the district boundaries have been drawn to include entire properties. In the few ingances where
following property lines would include a non-contributing building set back a a digance from Hill Road, the
district boundary ingead crossesthe front portion of those parcels

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS

All photographs by Anne Forbes, 2004.

5 X 7" photographs

View northto 438 Hill Road, medtinghouse dte, North Burying Ground, and 462 Hill Roed
429 Hill Road, Judah Wetherbee House, ca 1783 with later additions

View north, with 462 Hill Road and 593 Middle Roed (ca. 1796 and ca 1795)
North Burying Ground, ca. 1776: line of burid vaults, looking south

462 Hill Road, Parsonage/Rev. Josgph Willard House, ca 1796, with barn, 18386
533 Hill Road, Dr. Danidl Robbins House, 1804, with 1870s ban

604 Hill Road, Silas Wetherbee House, ca 1770

School #2, 339 Picnic Street, ca 1852: view southeest

7P Hill Road: District #2 School/Sally Dreper House, 1808

10. 828 Hill Road, Reuben Mead Draper House, ca. 1851: |ooking south

© O NO G A WD

Supplementary photographs, 4 x 6"

11. Old Town Common, ca 1783: looking southeest

12, North Burying Ground, ca. 1776. view eadt to medlinghouse Ste

13 View south on Hill Road over parsonegefield to 462 Hill Road

14. 604 Hill Road, Slas Wetherbee Farm: view southeast over pastures

15. 604 Hill Road, Slas Wetherbee Farm: pond, ca 1950s  |ooking southeest

16. 604 Hill Road. Silas Wetherbee Farm: cow pass under farm lane, looking north
17. 613 Hill Road, ca 1920

18. 657 Hill Road, Allen McLaneHouse, ca. 1795/1932

19. 742 Hill Road: William LaFleur House, 1950

20. Intersection of Hill Road and Picnic Strest, looking eest, with School #2, sgnboard, and town well
21. 796 Hill Road, Ephraim Whitcomb House, 1814: view north

(continued)
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Historic photo (photocopy)

Universalist Church (First Boxborough Meetinghouse) and "Old Parsonege' (462 Hill Rd.) From Hager,
Boxborough: aNew England Town and its People. Philaddphiac JW. Lewis& Co., 1891.

Aerial view of Boxborough: Hill and Middle Roads 1939. (Boxborough Historical Society).

(end)
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B =building; O = object; S = dte;
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ASSESSORS

MAP# MHC# NUMBER ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME DATE DESCRIPTION STATUS TYPI

HILL ROAD
5 03-3-210 dte of Withington House mid-19*C. conservation land C S
2 BXB.37 033121 429 Hill Road Judah Wetherbee House ca 1783 Federd C B
barn late 20* C. NC B
garepe late 20* C. NC B
1 BXB.914 03-3122 Hill Road & MiddleRd. Old Town Common ca 1783 S
3 07-3-123 ste of blacksmith shop and/or dore  ca 1800 openlot S
4 BXB.38 03-3-209 438 Hill Road George Paters House ca 183% Federd B
BXB.39 garege ca 1950 utilitarian B
granite Sgn post unknown NC 0
7 BXB.801 03-3-208 Hill Road North Burying Ground/Hill Cemetery ca 1776 burial ground C S
line of tombs C S
mestinghouse bell C )
6 mestinghouse foundation C S
9 BXB.40 03-3-207 462 Hill Road Parsonage/Josph Willard House  ca 1796 Federd C B
BXB.41 barn 1886 utilitarian C B
parsonage field ca 17% agricultural landscepe C S
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BXB.126

BXB.42

BXB.43

BXB.129

BXB.44

BXB.45

BXB.46

03-3-202-9

03-3-202-10

03-5-102.1

07-5-117-2

07-5117-21

03-3-202-11

03-5-103

03-3-201

03-5-104

03-3-200

03-3-199
03-3-163

BOXBOROUGH OLD TOWN CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT

470 Hill Road

480 Hill Road

481 Hill Road

483 Hill Road

487 Hill Road

520 Hill Road

533 Hill Road

560 Hill Road

579 Hill Road

582 Hill Road

598 Hill Road

604 Hill Road

Boxborough (Middlesex County)
M assachusetts
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modern house

modern house

modern house

open

modern house

modern house

Dr. Daniel Robbins House
bam
shed
well and pump
hitching post
swimming pool

modern house

modern house

Larson House

modern house

Silas Wetherbee House
shop/carriagehouse
fieldstone barn foundation

2005
184
mid-1870s
ca 1930s
ca 1900
19* C.
2004-2005
1990s
1972

ca 1953
2000

ca 1770
ca 1900

19 C.

page 2 of 6

no syle
no syle
no style

no style
no style
Federd
utilitarian

utilitarian

no syle
no syle
Cape Cad
no syle
Colonia

utilitarian

NC

NC

NC

NC

NC
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17

20

BXB.916

BXB.47

BXB.48

BXB.49

BXB.50

03-3-163.2

03-5-105

03-3-1634

03-5-106

03-5-107.1

03-3-198

03-3-197
03-3-196
03-3-196

BOXBOROUGH OLD TOWN CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT

604 Hill Road, cont.

612 Hill Road
613 Hill Road

654 Hill Road

657 Hill Road

677 Hill Road

688 Hill Roed

702 Hill Road
706 Hill Roed

708 Hill Roed

Boxborough (Middlesex County)
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barm/henhouse foundation ca 1900

cow pess ("shegp tunnd™) ca 1900

farm landscepe

"Fire Hole" ca 1930

farm pond early-mid 20* C.
modern house ca 1982
house ca 1920

gaage ca 1940
modern house ca 1983
Allen McLane House ca 17951932

gaage mid-20* C.
modern house ca 1990
house ca 1950

gaage ca 1950
modem house ca 194
house ca 195
recongtructed house 1970s

page 3 of 6

pond
pond

no syle
gambrd cottage
utilitarian

no syle
Feded

no syle
ranch house
utilitarian
no syle

no syle

no syle

utilitarian

O O O o 0O

@]

NC

NC

NC

NC

NC
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2

&3

8

BXB.130

BXB.131
BXB.132
BXB.51
BXB.52
BXB.53

BXB.54

BXB.55

BXB.56

03-3- 15

03-3- 1A

03-3- 1651

03-5-152

03-3- 18

03-5-153

03-5-1+4

03-3- 192

BOXBOROUGH OLD TOWN CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT

716 Hill Roed

742 Hill Roed

Hill Rd. & Picnic S

760 Hill Roed
773 Hill Road

796 Hill Roed

79 Hill Roed

827 Hill Roed

828 Hill Roed

Boxborough (Middlesex County)
M assachusetts page 4 of 6
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house ca 1935 bungdow
LaHeur House 1950 ranch house
gaege ca 1950 utilitarian
town well 19 C.
sgnboard 19 C.
modern house ca 1956 ranch house
modern house ca 1965 no syle
Ephraim Whitcomb, |11 House 1814 Federd
barn mid-19* C. utilitarian
District #2 School/Sdly Draper He. 1808 no syle

Zebediah Wheder/Boaz Brown/ ca 1730/ca 1825 Feded
Smon Drgper House

Reuben Meed Draper House ca 1851 Gresk Revivd
bem 13.h-19,R( utilitarian
bera lae 19 C.  tilitarian

hay fieldsand orchard 19*-20*C. agricultural landscape

O o O O O

Z

C

O O O 0

O O o o
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MIDDLE ROAD
10 BXB.105 035101 593 Middle Road Lt. Amos Pollard House ca 179% Federd
gaage ca 1930s utilitarian
PICNIC STREET
24 BXB.109 035151 339 Picnic Stret School #2 ca 1852 Itdianate vernacular
privy ca 1900 utilitarian
THROUGHOUT THE DISTRICT:
Town Center road network, including Hill and 18+ through early 20* C.
Middle Rd.s and assorted agricultural wagon roads

and cart paths

Sygem of fiedstone walls 18* and 19 C.
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TOTAL DISTRICT RESOURCE COUNT:

Contributing Non-contributing
BUILDINGS: R 18
STRUCTURES: 6 1
OBJECTS: 4 1
SITES: 10

TOTAL CONTRIBUTING: 52 TOTAL NONCONTRIBUTING: 20
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STREET ADDRESS HAt

AAAP NUMBER-

CONTRIBUTINC BUILDING:  «

CONTRIBUTING SITE,
STRUCTURE, OR OBJECT:

NON-CONTRIBUTING BUILDING: O
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THE UNIVERSALIST CHURCH
(NOW THE TOWN HALL.)

THE OLD PARSONAGE.
(NOW MR. JEROME PRIEST'S.)
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The abundance of apple trees in Boxborough isevident in this 1939 aerial photo-
graph The Middle Road orchards of Burpee F. Steele are shown m the lower
right; further up the road isthe Town Common and Library Hall. (Photo courtesy
of Boxborough Historical Society; gift ofE. A. Moore.)
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