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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located on the southeast corner of North Astor Street and East Ogden
Avenue, First Unitarian is a graceful, unpretentious, well-preserved Gothic
Revival church. It was erected in 1891-92 and enlarged by construction of
a two-level addition, containing parlor and church school rooms, on the south
east corner of the fabric in 1957-59.

Viewed from the west, the plan of the original fabric is “}-shaped,
the "vertical" (west wing) oriented east-west and comprising the entrance
porch, vestibules, nave, and chancel; the "horizontal" (east wing) oriented
north-south and containing offices on the first story and a meeting room
on the second. Within the angle formed by the wings is the tower, sur-
mounted by a broach spire. Steeply pitched gabled roofs, pierced by dormers,
cover the east and west wings. West, north, and east walls are gray, rock-
faced Bedford limestone; the south wall combines Bedford and local cream—
colored limestone. Ong the west and.north elevations are a number of
interesting carved stone bosses and corbels, some of them portrait-like
heads, others clumps of foliage, still others, grotesques.

The main entrance is on the west and consists of two Gothic-arched
portals which give access to the recessed porch, from which doorways in
the north and south walls open into small vestibules. The auditorium is
crowned by a handsome hammerbeam ceiling, the arches resting on the exterior
bearing walls. and on oak brackets that terminate in exquisitely carved stone
corbels. An: oak railing separates nave and chancel, the latter containing
the otgqp,and qlput ‘and a richly carved oak sedilia. Windows throughout
are abstract 'désigns executed in autumnal hues. The auditorium has under-
gone no maj X alterations, and the few changes that have been made--instal-
lation of new light1ng3 modification of the chancel fittings and furnish-
ings-<have been in harmony with the 19th century design.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

First Unitarian is the oldest existing church of the denomination
in Milwaukee. Modest in scale, refined in detail, the building is a
particularly attractive example of the reserved and scholarly Gothic
Revival style that gained currency toward the end of the 19th century.
Noteworthy' featuxeé include the carved stone corbels of exterior and
interior--the work’ of Frank Steven, a gifted local craftsman--together
with the oak sed111a, stained glass, and hammerbeam ceiling of the
auditorium. First*Unltarlan was designed by the distinguished Milwaukee
architectural firm of Ferry & Clas, with George Bowman Ferry playing
the major role in 1tsbdeslgn Designated as a Milwaukee Landmark in 1967,
the church was recorded for ‘the Historic American Buildings Survey in 1970.
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sources cited therein include:

The HABS data-report incorporates a two and one-half page bibliography

Historical Sketch of the First Unitarian Church of Milwaukee, Milwaukee,

1892.

Perrin, Richard W. E., The Architecture of Wisconsin, Madisoh, 1967, 84.

Perrin, Richard W. E., Milwaukée Landmarks, Milwaukee, 1968, 19-20.
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Mary Ellen Wietg;ykoWékif?Chairman

ORGANIZATION » s -
Milwaukee Landmarks Cémmission
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DATE

Aug. 9, 1974

STREET AND NUMBER: .

734 North Ninth Street

CITY OR TOWN:
Milwaukee

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [7] State [] Local {]

- Siin Lot

s Morton Smith

Title Director, State Historical

Society of Wisconsin

e Ol (, /979

STATE CODE
Wisconsin 55

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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