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1. Name of Property

historic name Shadow Rrnnk Farm rprpfprrpd) Historic District
other nanes/site nunber Brook Farm Berkshire Country Day School

2. Location

street & number NUd P* publication

city, town Srnrkhri ng N JLAJ vicinity

State  Mac;c;arhii.;pf code n7?s county Rprkshirp code 003 zip code ni?6?

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
private I I'building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
| I'public-local Pyl district 9 7 buildings
| | public-State I Isite - sites
I | public-Federal I Istructure 1 structures
I lobject objects
-LI. 3 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register n

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

Cx] nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the “property Q meets CUdoes not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet

Signature of certify& official o te

Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion;
Sate or Fedad agancy ad bureeu State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date
State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Parle Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

[*Entered in the National Register.
| 1See continuation sheet.

I ldetermined eligible for the National
Register. See continuation sheet,

undetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

I Iremoved from the National Register.
I lother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use shadow Brook Farm Stockbridge, Massachusetts

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/single dwelling Education/school
Agriculture

Recreat ion

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation f ieldstone

Tudor Revival wadls wood, stucco
roof asbestos
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.
The Shadow Brook Farm i slocated i narural setting onRoute 183, on |evel
ground below the wooded hillside of Viest Stockbridge andt helLenox nountains.
Two small streams, Silver Hun and Shadow Brook, nmerge on t heproperty andflow
under Route 183 into Stockbridge Bowl. The farmconplex itself forms a
quadrangle set well back fromtheroad on the west side of Route 183. Two
estate cottages. Silver Run andLake Cottage, arelocated south of thefarm
caaiplex, thelatter near Route 183 andt heformer set back about 500 feet.
The boathouse i slocated ontheeast side of Route 183 at t heshore of the
Stockbridge Bowi. To the north areopen fields running up the hillside to the
site of theol d Shadow Brook mansion, t o the west arewooded hills, to the
south anopen field fromtnelake Cottage property t oBucks Lane, andt o the
west are fields and woods running down t ot heshores of t heStockbridge Bow .
Ni ne contributing buildings, al | constructed i nTudor Revival style, and two
contributing structures survive onthethirty-acre property. Sadovir Brook
Farmwas constructed as a nodel farm for Shadow Brook, the mansionof
financier Anson Phel ps Stokes, Sr.

The Tudor Revival style was oneof many historical revival styles popul ar
during thelate-nineteenth century with roots i nEurope. Hialf-tiaijeringwas
the nal I mark of this style, thetimber frame left exposed andinfill between
the structural menbers was faced vhith stucco t oform theexterior walls. By
the time Shadow Brook Farmwas built, half-timoering was enployed for purely
aesthetic rather than practical reasons. At Shadow Brook Farm theentire
fann corrplex, including tneice house andlaundiry, was constructed i na
unified architectural scheme. Even previouslyexisting buildings, likethe
Lake Cottage, were modified t ofit the naif-timberedthene. Shadow Brook Farm
is afine exanple of thelate-nineteenth-century idealized view of the
gentleman's farm

Despite itsconversion toa school, thefarmconplex retains nost of its
original fabric. Thestable andtool barns arethe nost altered but here and
el sev/here additions have been nade i nstained wood clapboards |eaving the
original half-timberedwork intact. | benoncontributing buildings are few,
built by tiie school: a headnaster's house andgarage, anda greenhouse.

See continuation sheet
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Mp #1 The Superintendent's House-?lain Building (1891)

The Shadow Brook Farmmain house was originally constructed in 1891 as a farm
superintendent's house, half itspresent size. The west wing, originally a
dairy, was extended and converted as a kitchen and service wing in 1904-1906.
At the sane time, the porte cochere and |arge drawing roomon the north side
were added. Later, in 1918, the south gable and three nore porches were
added. The building is T-shaped, 2 1/2-stories in height, built of wood and
stucco on a high fieldstone basement with an ashestos shingle roof. Its
primary facade faces east onto Route 183. The main portion is domnated by a
hi gh, steeply pitched gabled roof with high gabled projections at each end, a
porch covered entry, and tvra tiers of gabled dormers between. Surviving
interior woodwork—in the front hallway-mantle, elaborate open string
staircase, and paneled wainscotting with incised lines formng stairs—is
finished in cherry. The fonner dining room (now a l|ibrary) has oak trim and
the fonner drawing room (added in 1904-1906, now a nusic roon) has a handsomre
classical fireplace flanked by tw fluted colums. Exposed beamceilings run
throughout the ground floor.

Mp #2 CQw Barn-Classroons (1891)

The large 1 1/2-story cow barn is a high gabled roofed rectangular block,

| ocated west of the main house. The prom nent asbestos shingle hip roof is
adomed with three decorative half-timbered ventilators, and punctuated on the
long east and west facades witli small dormers. The walls are wood and stucco
hal f-timbering, resting on a high fieldstone foundation, with a fieldstone
chimey on the south end. At the south end of the building are tw single
story half-timbered donltey sheds attached by a nodern gambrel -roofed
greenhouse.

Mg #3 Stable-Upper School (1891)

The fonner stable stands on t.he north side of the vralled farm conplex.
Originally rectangular inplan, tw clapboard wi ngs were added to the east and
west ends in 1964, and the hip roof was altered to accommdate a second full
story. O the ground floor the wood and stucco walls rest on a high
fieldstone foundation and tne second story is a cont)ination of clapboards and
wood shingles. The roof is covered with asbestos shingles and has a single

hal f-timbered ventilator.

Mp #4 Tool Barn-I.”wer School (1891)

Tlie tool barn was originally almost identical to the stable, which it faces
across the courtyard. The major difference is the tool barn's south elevation,
wiiere a two-story clapboard-clad wing was added in 1964 to accomrodate two
staircases.

cont inued
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IMgp #5 The lIce Ifouse-Library (1892)

This little one-story building is rectangular i nplan with a nmassive stone
exterior endchimey, which was added t othe west end i n 1939. Like t he
other Brook Farmbuildings, itishalf-timberedona high fieldstone

foundation and has a hal f-timberedventilator ontop of itsprecipitously
pitched asbestos shingleroof. On the south, primary facade there is a center
door with anodern flat-roofed porch entrance. On the west facade, there isa
singl e wi ndow on one side of the stone chimmey and on the other, a small

cl apboard slied addition housing the new (1983) heating system TIlie stained

pi ne paneling, bookcases, and col unmed mantlepiece date from 1939 when the ice
house was converted toa library by Harold Felton of Lenox.

Map #S Laundry (1891)

The 1 1/2-story half-timbered!|aundry building originally stood southwest of

the ice house andilras noved t oi tscurrent site in 1965. Thenorth facade
overlooking the pond, including a door and a double casement wi ndow, i s
surrounded by a one-story wooden porch. On the west facade is a single

of f-center attic window, on the south facade a single |arge casenent w ndow,
and on the east facade another |arge casenent wi ndow on the ground floor and a
doubl e-pane attic window. |t stands on concrete block piles andsone of the
stucco damaged i n the course of the nove has been patched.

Map #7 The Lake Cottage (ca. 1780)

Built on foundations dating t othe late-18th century, the Lake Cottage, unlike
other buildings at Shadow Brook Farm predates purchase of the property by the
Stokes. The house, enlarged throughout the 19th and 20th centuries, i s
oriented toward the road rather than the farm Tne house is L-shaped in plan
with the older 1 1/2-story portion facing Route 183. The south end was
extended in the 1870s and the decorative bands or fish-scale shingles probably
were added at this time. A twostory rear wing was added in the 1940s. Both
sections have gable roofs andthe ol der portion has twobrick chimeys and a
dor nmer.

Map #8 Silver Run Cottage (1891)

Located south of the main farm conplex, the former Shadow Brook Farm chicken
house was converted in the 1930s t 0 a residence know:i as Silver Rm It i s
1 1/2-storieswith a gable roof anddormers, andexliibits the same picturesque
hal f-timbered style as the other nore prcmnent farmbuildings. The

hal f-timbered garage with a hip roof, which stands south of the house, was
once linked toi tbut the center sectionwas removed in the 1930s.

cont i nued
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Map #9 Boat house (1891)

Constructed i n1891 i nthe same half-timbered style of Shadow Brook and Brook
Farm t heboathouse i slocated on theshores of theStockbridge Bow. The
one-room fieldstone and stucco building has been enlarged t oa year-round
residence since theStokes famly sold it inl1l964. Pittsfield architect Terry
Hal | ock designed thesouth addition i n1964-1965 andthenorth additioni n
1973-1974, i nthehalf-timbered style of theold boathouse. 'The garage, built
in 1964, i sa copy of thedonkey shed at Shadow Brook Fann's Cow Barn.

Archaeol ogical Sites

While noprehistoricsites arecurrently recorded ontheproperty, it is
likely that sites arepresent. Twosmall streans. Silver Run and Shadow Br ook
nmerge on t heproperty theii flow into Stockbridge Bow (Lake Makkeenak) form ng
an area which would have been attractive for native settlements and
subsistence activities. G ven these factors, limted historical devel opment
and thesize of theparcel (30acres), it is possible that sites are present.
Since thepatterns of prehistoricoccupation in Stockbridge are poorly
docurment ed, any surviving sites mght, also, beregionally important by
providing a better understanding of prehistory inWstern Massachusetts i n
general .

There i salso a potential for significant historical remains ontheproperty.
Background research, controlled testing, andexcavation nay help t o determ ne
the location andcontent of agricultural aswell asresidential remains
presently unknown on theproperty. These features (privies, trash pits,
wells, structures) arepossible fromthelate-19th andearly-20th centuries
and could provide detailed information onthesocial, cultural andeconomc
patterns that characterize theGilded Age of thelate-19th century and ongoing
use of thefarm



8. Statement of Significance Shadow Brook Farm, Stockbridge, Massachusetts
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
I Inationally Q statewide [K] locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [J]JA CUB [X]C | |D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) " A N C
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Agriculture 1891-1938

Architecture
Comuni ty Devel opment
Recreation

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
H Neill WIson

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

Ilie Shadow Brook Farmccki®jlex i sone of thefinest surviving nodel fanxis i n

Berkshire County. Built as theestate fann of Shadow Brook, a turn-of-the
century financer's mansion, the Tudor Revival designisattributedto
arcnitect H Neill WIlson of Pittsfield. SnadowBrook Farmis theresult of

the architectural vision of Anson Phel ps Stokes, Sr. (1838-1913), a major
figure i nNewYork business andbanking circles. |t later served as t he
sunner home, from 1906 t o0 1958, of Anson Phel ps Stokes, Jr., anational |eader
in thefields of education, civil rights, religion andsocial welfare. | t was

inmedi ately recogni zed as an outstanding, showcase exanple of the
self-sufficient farmbuilt i na coherent architectural idiom Shadow Brook
Farmretains integrity of location, design, workmanship, setting, materials,
feeling, andassociation andneets criteria A and Cof the National Register
at tnelocal level.

In thecourse of tiie late-19tn-century "G |ded Age," Lenox and Stockbridge
were well known for their great estates designed by leading national
architects for thegrowing class of wealthy industrialists and financers.
Anson Phel ps Stokes, Sr., was a partner m Phel ps, Dodge and Conpany,
merchants, and |ater Phelps, Stokes and Conpany, bankers. He was Chairmanof
tire Board of Directors of the Wodbridge Conpany ana t he Haynes Conpany, anda
director of the US Trust Conpany and lifecnanics Bank. He was promnent i n
the free trade andcivil service reformnovenents of theera. | nthecourse
of the 1890s, Stokes devel oped a passion for ambitious building projects.
First, i n1883, hebuilt anAdirondack canp at Birch Island i nthe Upper St .
Regis Lake. He began his estate i nthe Berkshiresi n1891withthe
construction of Sliadow Brook Farmandthefollov/ing year undertook a downtown
New York office building, later known as t he Stokes Building, locatedat
454-459 Cedar Street. Stokes went t oEngland for the winter of 1891-1892
where lie rented Dingley Hall inlLeicestershire, ihefollowing spring
construction of his major estate. Shadow Brook, commenced, evidently
influenced i nscale andquality of construction byBritish country houses
Stokes admred. Shadow Brook was said tobe thelargest of tiie Berkshire
sunnmer cottages, over 400 feet i nlength, with 100 roons and an estate of over
900 acres, built at a cost of over $1million. [ x] See continuation sheet



9. Maj or Bibliographical References Shadow Brook Farm Stockbridg, Massachusetts

Barnes and Farnum Atlas of Berkshire County, 1904.

Cook, Rollin, Genealogical andPersonal Mermoirs of Berkshire County,
New York: Lewis Publishing G, 1906.

Hi bbort, George, Lenox, New York: Sonloners, 1896.

I | See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

0 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested Pn State historic preservation office
1 | previously listed inthe National Register | 1 Other State agency

I I previously determined eligible by the National Register I | Federal agency
I 1 designated a National Historic Landmark I I Local government
I Irecorded by Historic American Buildings I 1 University

Survey # other
I Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # Massachusetts Historical Commission

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property 26 acres

UTM References

Al LLiI s Lo B L J L J L
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
c LulJ DL (N [ T I

Fx] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

See assessors nmap

| | See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

Fin See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

namef/titte _CJ -p nenpspy—MHC) with Cornelia BrooRé& Gil der (Berkshire Country Day School)
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date August 1987

street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone (617)7?7-8470

city or town Boston .gate Massachuserrs zipcode 07116
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By the time Shadow Brook was conpleted m 1333, Shadow Brook Fann was fully
functioning as a nodel farm supplying the Stokeses daily with mi |k, cream
eggs, meat, chickens, vegetables, and flowers, even sanetimes in the winter
nmonths at their hone ininNw York City. According to one contenporary
source "tne Farmhas dairy, laundry, |odge, hospital, stables, cow bams, and
all are of the sanme style and have been much written about in foreign
countries where nuch stress i s laid upon excellence inarchitecture" (Files of
Olivia Stokes ilatchj. f.lany of those estates had farm buildir®s but few as
conprehensive as Shadow Brook Farm Anong the inportant farm cornplexes nearby
are High Lawn Farm (which continues as a working farm and has consequently had
nore practical alterations), the quadrangle of Shingle-stylebarns once part

of The Momit on the shores of Laurel Lake, and sone surviving fannbuildings
at Elm Court. Shadow Brook Fann ranlcs hi gh anong them for the nunber and
quality of surviving structures, and the beauty of the buildingsin an

unall ered landscape.

H Neill WIlson (1859-1926) designed Shadow Brook and is presuned to have also
designed the farmin the sane style. H “vas the son of a successful

Cincinnati architect, Janes Keys WIlson, under whose tutelage he apprenticed.
W lson then nmoved to M nneapolis where he worked for six years prior to comng
to Pittsfield, in 1885 in the mdst of the Berkshire's "G |ded Age." Hi s
fruitful career inthe Berkshires included a nunber of handsorme Ronanesque
Revival designs—the Dalton Library and Town Ifell addition (1896, renoved
1969), Berkshire Place (1889), the W IliamAllen house (1885 N 1980), and
tne Wolliaon-Shipton Building (1887-1888, Nt 1382) all inPittsfield. In
Stockbridge, he designed tw adjacent estates, Avaloch (1889) just north of
Shadow Brook, built for Henry Hollister Pease, and Lakeside (1834), abutting
the Shadow Brook Farmproperty to the south, built for Ciiarles Astor Bristed.
The wel | -known Boston |andscape architect Ernest Bowaitch laid out the grounds
of Shadow Brook— he gardens, terraces, tree-lined alleys, the network of
carriage drives, and a series of ponds and dams—and is likely to have been
responsible for the landscape and planting at Shadov/ Brook Farmas well.

In 1906, the year the senior Stokes sold Shadow Brook, the superintendent's
house was enlarged in the sane half-timberedstyle to become the sunner house
of Anson Phel ps Stokes, Jr., and his wife Caroline. .Educated at Yale, Stokes
was at that time secretary of the Yale Corporation, a position he held for
twenty-two years from 1839 to 1921. H supervised all cerenonies,
publications, and the University'sgrowth, both physical and academ c. Stokes
rai sed thousands of dollars for an extensive building programand was even
iTiore interested inbuilding up an endowrent for faculty salaries, research,
and tne library. Having traveled as a young man to China and the South
Pacific, Stokes founded the Yale-in-Ghina program H was a trustee of

cont inued
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Vel | esl ey College and Tuskegee Institute, and president of the Phelps Stokes
Fund, a family foundation devoted to black education. Stokes works include a
history of the first fifty years of Tuskgee Institute and a brief biography of
Booker T. Washington. From 1924 to 1939 he served as canon of Washington
Cathedral. He founded the National Coranissionfor Pvfental Hygi ene, and two
institutions, Gaylord Farm Sanatoriumand Lowell |iDuse, a settlement house in
New Haven. Locally, Canon Stokes served as a trustee of the Pleasant Valley
Bird Sanctuary, the Lenox School Iin 1946), and a group dedicated to the
enhancenent of tlie StockbridgeBow . After spending his suntners at Brook Farm
for more than thirty years, Canon Stokes retired here in 1939. At that time
he had the former ice house at Shadovi Brook Farmconverted to a study by
|-ferold Felton, the Lenox builder. Here, surrounded by his volum nous |ibrary,
he worked on ambitiouswriting projects such as Tire History of Universities
from'Hieir Origins to the Present Tinme (a book he never corrpleted) and the

three-volume Church and State inthe US 1787-1947. Canon Stokes died i n
1958.

In 1964, after the death of Caroline Stokes, her children Anson, Bishop of

Kl assachusetts, |saac, a New York |awyer, and Olivia, tvlrs. J.D flatcii, sold
twenty-six acres of the Brook Farmproperty, including the main house and
adjacent farmbuildings, to the Berkshire County Day School, an independent

el ementary school. BD was founded i n 1946 and was originally located on the
canpus of the Lenox School for Boys and later ina house on Wal ker Street, now
the site of Morgan !4anor Apartments. Shadow Brook was subsequently owned by
Andrew Carnegie, and later served as a novitiate for the Society of Jesus. |t

burned i n 1956 and was replaced by the current large structure that overlooks
the nom nated property.
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) St ockbridge, (Massachusetts
Section number Page L

Quad:  Stockbridge
Scale:  1:25000

LTRM References:

Poi nt Zone East ing Northing
A 18 637930 4689200
B 18 638180 4689000
C 18 638110 4688940
D 18 637860 4688990
E 18 637650 4689060
F 18 637520 4689240
C 18 637630 4689560

Boundary Justification

The proposed |ooundaries are delineated along legal property lines, thecurrent
parcel s where Brook Farmbuildings stand, illustratedon theacconpanying
assessors nap as parcels 7,01, 7.02, 7.04, and 7.05. All thereal estate
included i nthenomnation was owned by t he Stokes family from ca. 1890 until
1963 when t heproperty was divided after thedeath of Carol ine (iMs. Anson
Phel ps) Stokes.
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D STR CT DATA SHH
SAOWEBXK FABAH STCR C D STR CT, STAXKBR D&, MA
(n.b. al | addresses are Route 183)

Map# Hi storic Nane Date of Style St at us/ Resour ce
Construction

Superintendant's House 1891 Thdor Revi val aB
GowBarn 1891 Tudor Revival gB
donkey sheds 1891 Tudor Revi val 20
green house n/ a n/ a NT S
3 St abl e "\ 1891 Thdor Revi val aB
4 Tool Barn -¥ 1891 Tudor Revi val aB
5 Ice Huse I 1892 Tudor Revi val aB
6 Laundry 1891 Tudor Revival aB
7 Lake Cottage ca. 1780, with Tudor Revi val aB
. alterations
8 Silver Run Cottage 1891 Tudor Revi val aB
9 Boat house -, ¢ 1891 Tudor Revi val gB
gar age 1964 Tudor Revi val NI B
A Headnast er' s House n/ a n a NJ B
KEY -t D STR CT TOALS
C contributing Contributing: 9B 2St
NC. ... noncontributing Noncontributir®: 2B, | St
B . .building

st .structure
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MASSACHUSETTS Working No. HB -8 199
Fed. Reg. Date:”
Date Due: -V
i"Ction:  _"'ACCtPT.
e resubmission 3at.|oaskl Beg- RETURN.
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e owner objection Federal Agency:
CD appeal
Substantive Review: CH sample [Z] request * appeal IU NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excellent | | deteriorated unaltered ¢ original site
good I Iruins altered moved date.
.« fair I 1 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
CH completeness

e Clarity

| | alterations/Integrity
| |dates

I | boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Signlficance-Checic and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph
CH completeness A
e clarity

(HI applicable criteria

O |justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource

e context

« relationship of integrity to significance
O justification of exception

e other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

EH Maps
n Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:.

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

C3PO 91 B-450


























































































The Commonweahh of M assachusatts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary

M assachusetts Historical Commission
Vaerie A. Tamage
Execulive Director

Sale Historic Preservation Officer
January 29, 1988

Carol Shall
National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shall:

Enclosed you will find the nomination forms for the following properties:
Ayer, Ayer Main Street Historic District, Main Sreet
Boston (Hyde Park), Dedham Manufacturing Company Historic District
Knight and Readville Streets, Damon Place ; HPCA #0771- 85- MA- 85-0793
Sockbridge, Shadow Brook Farm Historic District, Route 183
They have been voted eligible by the Sate Review Board and have been signed
by the Sate Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending
Sate Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment. No comments have been received to date.
Sncerely.
Betsy Friedberg Q
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
BF/es
Enclosure
HB

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470



