FORM B BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION lij.1-NN
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston
1. Town Worcester
Address 9 May Street
Andrew H. fiaSyhmondT"
Name Organ Reed Factory

Present use cornniercial
. 2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number . X Daniel Lemovitz cc
Present owner Robert M, Willis

3. Description:

Date 1868, ca, 1875, ca.l880

Source see Bibliography (#10)

Style Second Empire
4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect unknoim
in relation to nearest cross streets and o
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric Prick
Outbuildings  (describe) NG
Other features sljghtly Guryiid-ilac,ade ,
slate mansard roof, .iron fftnce P ong
street, smokestack addlhinnR ah reai
Altered aluiaimm sidin”ate
over part of facades
Moved Date
OTH'"'" 5 Lot SizeAssessor's Book 6, p. 36
NIZknUOHYTrSI1Z0 Lot 26-33, 731 sqg, at.
! / One acre or less x  Over one acre

Approximate frontage ] 85

Approximate distance of building from street
rs
6. Recorded by B.R. Pfeiffer

OrganizationWorc. Heritage Pres. Soc,

Date December 1977

(over)



7. Original owner (if known) AndrevT H. Hammond
Original use organ reed factory
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates  commercial (present)

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settle naent invention X
Commerce Industry X Social/
Communication Military humanitarian X
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include expl anationof t hemes checked above)

The former Harmmond Organ Reed FactorK is a Second Enpire style brick
building of two-story height v;ith a high basement anda third story
beneath it sslate-covered mansard roof. The building splan is irregular.

|
reflecting the various additions nade t oi t snorth andwest walls
during the 1870s and |1880s. The factory's facade i s on May Street and
has an off-center entrance which is approached from a high granite stoop.
Extending along May Street is anoriginal cast-iron fence, set ina
granite base.

he of the fewremining Second Enpire style factorjr buildings i n
Vlorcester, the Haranond Factory was built for Andrew Hanmond ?I830—I906),
a native of ITewHanmpshire viho worked as an "iron Moul der" i n Manchester
and Laconia, i'TevHanpshire bhefSsre coraraing To Worcester in 18"l « Having
worked at the malleable iron works of V/aite, Chadsey & Co., as well
as at several local fotxndries, Hammond found the v/iork "distasteful" and
turned t othe study of nusic, Humaond traveled briefly as a nusic

‘-.teacher i n the Araerican V/est before entering the organ reed manufacturing

firm of Edxfard Harrington and Augustus Rice, of which Haranmond becane

sole owner inthe [860s. | n1868Haraond built the easternmost .

portion of the May Street factory, to which additionsviere raade until

It reached itspresent size liy 1886, at v;hich tirae nore than 200

workers v/ere hnpl oyed here. Having survived the declining demand vrhich

drove other local organ manufacturers out of business in the 1890s, the

Harnnond Reed Conpany (incorporatedin 1892) remained successful due to

Haranond*s ' continuous alterations of instrument design and inproveraent

of manufacturing machinery. Between the 1893 andViorld VZ&a |, t he

Hammond Or gan Heed Factory was believed t obe the largest organ reed factory

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor'srecords, in the
early maps, etc.) woi'ld.

Hyde, Wborcester, |ts Past andPresent (1888), p, 135, _
Kutt, CI' History-of Viorcester, vol. Il, pp, 157-158 (Hammond bi ography),
Rice, F. Wrcester of m98, pp” ¥-1ij.5 (Hammond bi ography).
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



