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Photo number 
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' 1. Town M i l t o n 

Address 

Name E l i o t Memorial Bridge 

Present use ^ r e c r e a t i o n a l and corrmemorativt 

Present owner M e t r o p o l i t a n D i s t r i c t 

Commiss ion (M.D.C) 

3. Type of structure (check one) 

4. Map. Draw sketch of structure location in 
relation to nearest cross streets, buildings, 
other structures, natural features. Indicate 
north. 

bridge 
canal 
dam 
fort \ 
gate 
kiln 
lighthouse 

pound 
powder house 
street 
tower 
tunnel 
wall 
wi ndmill 

other bench, plaque, and bridge 

5. Description 

Date c o m p l e t e d by 1905 

Source M . D . C . A n n u a l R e p o r t 1906 

Construction material n a t i v e g r a n i t e 

Dimensions 
a l o n g S k y l i n e T r a i l , nea r  

Setting G r e a t B l u e H i l l 

19 325520 4675240 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 

C ondit ion good 

6. Recorded by 
Sara B . Chase 

Organization 
SPNEA 

Date A p r i l , 197 9 

(over) 

<M.s-73-n75074 (Rev. 1-76) 
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7. Original owner (if known) M . D . C . 

Original use r e c r e a t i o n 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricul tural 
Architectural 
The Ar t s 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Mil i tary 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

This memorial t o Charles E l i o t , f i r s t surveyor of and g u i d i n g f o r c e 
i n the development o f the Blue H i l l s Reservation, i s a v i t a l reminder 
o f the man whose e f f o r t s , coordinated w i t h the ideas of Frederick 
Law Olmsted and the f i n a n c i a l backing of the M.D.C, shaped the Blue 
H i l l s Reservation i n i t s e a r l y days. 

10. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. 
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The q\jalit:y of significance i n American architecture and culture 
fomd i n the Eliot Memorial Bridge, Blue H i l l s Reservation is derived 
from the distinctive characteristics of granite block construction 
which the bridge embodies and the associations of this memorial 
with Charles El i o t , landscape architect and visionary conservationist. 

Eli o t Memorial Bridge i s one of six historic structures constructed 
of native Quincy granite between t±ie late 19th and early 20th 
centuries within tiie Blue H i l l s Reservation. Others structures 
b u i l t of granite quarried locally include the Great Blije H i l l 
Weather Observatory (1), Lyon's Turning Mill(2) , Great Blue H i l l 
Observation Tower(8), Chickatawbut, Observation Tower (10) and 
Blue H i l l s Headcpjarters(11). Taken together, the structures are 
visibl e representations of the importance and prominence of this 
building material, quarried within the Blue H i l l s region and 
exported throughout the northeastern United States cijring the 
19th century. 

Charles El i o t , memorialized by the granite bridge, contributed to 
the preservation of the Massachusetts landscape i n both theory 
and practice. As a principle i n Frederick Law Olmsted's landscape 
architecture concern, E l i o t participated i n the survey of land vhich 
preceded the establishment of the Blue H i l l s Reservation. Perhaps 
more importantly, E l i o t put f o r t h a plan for landscape conserva­
tion at the end of the 19th century which fostered important efforts 
directed toward the preservation of both natural and cultural 
resources i n America and abroad. I-Jriting i n February of 1890 
i n the journal Garden and Forest, E l i o t urged the establishment 
of**an incorporated association cctrposed of citizens of Massachusetts 
and empavered by the State to hold small and well-distributed 

;'' parcels of land free of taxes, just as the Public Library holds 
books and the Art Museum pictures for use and enjo57ment of the 
public". As a direct resultof Eliot's recarmendation, the Massach-
lasetts based Trustees of Reservations was founded i n the following 
year and now maintain more than fourteen thovisand acres of 
'TDeautiful and hi s t o r i c a l places and tracts of land "within the 
Camionweath". In 1894, the widely known National Trust for 
Places of Historic Interest or Natural Fieauty was established 
i n England, patterned upon the Trustees of Reservations. Certainly, 
Charles Eliot's work and thought has greatly influenced the manner 
i n vhich cultural and his t o r i c places are cared for i n the present 
day-
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

See continuation sheet, Item niraiber 8-9, Page 4-1 

OFARF NOT VERIFIED 
10. Geographical Data UTM HOT VERIFIED 141 acres Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name B l u e H i l l s , MA, No rwood , MA 

UMT References 

' ^ U i i J I 3|2.21 5.4.01 |4,6|7.8|8i2,0 
Zone Easting Northing 

C | l | 9 | I 31 5.5|1,9,0| |4,6|7,8|7,3,0| 

E | 1 | 9 | | 5 | 2 , 5 | 1 , 5 , 0 | j 4.6 | 7,1 j 5 .2 . 0 | 

Quadrangle scale 1 ; 24QQQ 

° | l | 9 | |3|5.0|8|8|Q| |4 |6 |7.9 |2 |2 |0 | 
Zone Easting Northing 

D|1|9| | 5 | 5 | 0 | 7 | 9 | 0 | | 4 |6 |7 |2 |7 |2 |0 | 

F | 5 |2 ,2 |4 ,2 ,0 | |4 ,6 |7 ,5 |5 ,9 ,0 

J L H L U I I . I • • I I . I . I . , I 
Verba l boundary dasc r i p t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

See Section 7, paragraph one. 

Lis t a i l s t a t e s and coun t i es for p roper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Stephen A' Cole and Sara B. Chase, Architectural Researcher, SPNEA 

' organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date June 1980 

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone 617-727-8470 

city or town Boston state MA 02108 

12, State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this propertvyvithin the state is: operty>»il 

national ^ state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has tieen evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

r 
title Bxecu, 'h\ /c D i re<Js r h^^exdvxse fk ^'^S'h^'i f4./ ( ^mn^ iss n r ^ 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

lb . 
Keeper of/^he NatlonaflRegister 

G P O 9 38 8 35 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property > 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 6 4 0 0 0 2 7 2 
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