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The Gabriel House, built about 1896, os a 2^-story frame dwelling in a ver­ 
nacular Queen Anne style. The irregular plan is reflected in the roofscape, 
which has a main hipped roof that is somewhat obscured by intersecting gables 
and dormers. Principal features are the round corner tower with bell-shaped 
roof, and the long front veranda which extends around the southwest corner. 
Smaller porches are located at the second floor level on the west side, and over 
the rear entrance at the northeast corner. Other features typical of Queen 
Anne influences include small-scale, classical elements (denticular cornices, 
pediments over the front and side doors and over the veranda ends) and a 
variety of surface textures (very narrow clapboarding, alternating with 
fish-scale or imbricated shingling). The mansard pentroof between first 
and second stories is very slightly canted. The protruding mass of the west 
side is also distinguished by rounded corners and a balustrated porch recessed 
within a jerkinhead gable end. Windows are 1/1 sash, some with curved lights, 
in plain surrounds with small cornices. A porte-cochere has been removed.

The main entrance vestibule opens directly onto a front parlor, one of four 
rooms in the main area of the first floor. The kitchen is located at the 
rear. The second floor has a center hall and five bedrooms, while the 
attic story is not partitioned. Flooring is oak and walls have been plastered. 
Much of the original woodwork (largely walnut) is still extant.

Also on the property is a carriage house or garage which dates from the 
same period as the house. It is of frame construction, covered with drop 
siding. The hipped roof with gablet has a small louvred cupola. There 
are two wide doors, side by side, and windows of varying sizes somewhat 
irregularly placed in the walls.

The Gabriel House is located in a residential area containing many other 
dwellings of similar scale and age. The Gabriel property is situated in 
a small triangle, formed by the junction of Pennyslvania and Washington 
Avenues, with a city park to the north and, to the west, the Des Moines 
River.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Gabriel House is a nice example of Queen Anne architecture, and quite 
well preserved. It was built largely under Gabriel's personal supervision 
and to his design, according to famility tradition, and can be said 
to reflect the taste of a man of this era who dealt in building supplies. 
The basic plans were provided by the Des Moines architectural firm of 
C.E. Eastman and Co. (surviving are two elevation drawings, of the front 
and left sides), then extensively modified in detail by Gabriel. Several 
of the more important modifications were the raising of the turret to 
include an "observation" room in the attic, and widespread changes in 
window shape.

Rees Gabriel was born in Wales and came to the U.S. as a young man. He 
lived for more than 30 years in Des Moines, as a large dealer in lumber 
and other building materials.
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