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Town Middleton
Address 161"Essex Street

HtstoHc Name Joseph Fuller House

(a/k/a Beech Brook Farm)

Use: Present Residence

Original Residence

DESCRPTION

Date 1714-1722

Deeds; Watkins' Middleton Histo:
Sourceyjsual analysis

Style  First Period/Transitional
Architect Unknown

Exterior Wdl Fabric Clapbcards

Out bui I di ngs five 20th c. sheds, anical

shelters - earlv tolate 20th c.

Magor Alterations (with dates) entry oorch
ca, 1800; rear lean-to, 19th c.

Condition Good
Mosed  No Date N/A
Acreace -pa~t of a 24 acre parcel

Setting Rural site, occupying the

crest of a hill .
opposite a pond

house faces southeast vith gable end to road

Recorded by R,-.>.,.H r..,p.
Organization Ro™ron univpr.fitv
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Cotanmity: Fom No
MASSACHISETTS HISTORICAL CChMISSON MIDDLETON 7

Office of the Secretary, Boston
Joseph Fuller

Property Name House

Indicate each item o inventory form vicLch is being contLnued beow.
SI GNI FI CANCE

The Joseph Fuller has Integrity of location, design, setting,

materials, workmanship, feeling and association. | tmeets Criterion C
for itslate continuation of one-room designed to have an exposed and
modestly decorated frame, marking the house as part of the transition
from the First to Second Period. Wth itscontinuation of the
transverse first floor binding beam as the sunmer, i tillustrates the
unusual concentration of this wunusual pattern i n Middleton well into

the second decade or l|ater of the eighteenth century.

EXTERI OR DESCRI PTI ON

Built as a one room deep, central chimney, two and one half story high,
two room plan house before 1720, the Joseph Fuller House later gained a
rear leanto with "Beverly jog"offitseastern end is shingled. The
front wall is an evenly spaced five part facade with added one-story
gabled entry (c.1800); the end walls contain paired windows at each
story, with irregular fenestration on the later leanto, including a
door on the southern face of the shed-roofed two story jog. The gable
roof i s pierced by a brick stack at and i n front of the ridge.

MAJCR FI RST PERI OD FEATURES

Three of the four original rooms are Second Period inconstruction with
later ¢.1800 trim, The transverse binding sumer i nthe east kitchen
has been exposed but was clearly designed to be: boxed from the start.
Only the frame i nkitchen chamber, where the transverse ti ei s exposed,
was apparently intended to be exposed, for the beam i s decorated with a

plain narrow bevel with runout taper stop. The front and second story
with simple bevel chamfers and taper stops. That the house was
originally of two room plan can be seen i nthe evidence that the roof
was not originally cantilevered for an integral l|eanto. Evi dence for a
side oven on the front jamb of the eastern room or kitchen on the first
floor can be seen i nthe bulge behind the later (c. 1800) staircasein
the front hall. The cellar contains a massive stone chimney base and
empl oys large sleepers to support the first floor.

HI STORI CAL | NFORMATI ON

Joseph Fuller was the son of Thonmas Fuller (whose 1684 house also
survives i n Middleton) born in 1679. This house is first recorded in
deeds i n 1722, although Joseph married i n 1711 and again i n 1713 and
owned this land since 1699. A nmenber of one of the most prom nent
early families to settle Middleton, Joseph died in 1748. (1)

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Conminity: Fam No:

MASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL CaxMISISON MIDDLETON 73
Office of the Secretary, Boson

Property N™: «°-gSuL""''~'"

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued beow.

REFERENCES
1. Lura Wbodside Watkins, Mi ddl eton, Massachusetts. A Cultural History
(Salem Essex Institute, iy;u)—pV~—1b3-1b/ .

BOUNDARY DESCRI PTI ON

The Joseph Fuller House i slocated near thenorthwest corner of the4l acre
parcel . Although there are several animal sheds on t heproperty;, al |

are set away from t he house. The building i ssituated at an angle to and
close tothestreet. The line of convenience of 60' borders Essex

Street on thesouth side of thehouse and runs i na northerly direction

for 100" on theest and west sides of the house. The northern border

of theline of convenience connects theeast and west border.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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SUPPLEMENTARY LI STING RECCRD

NR S Reference Nvunber: 90000244 Date Listed: 03/09/90

Ful l er. Joseph. House Essex \V.\
Property Nane County State

First Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR
Mul tiple Nane

This property i slisted i ntheNational Register of Historic Places
in accordance with the attached nom nation docunentation subject
to the following exceptions, exclusions, or anendnents,
notwi t hstanding the National Park Service certification included
in thenomnation docvunentation.

03/09/90

0 t he Keeper Date of Action
Anended Itens i nNom nation:

Geographi cal Data: Acreage

The correct acreage I s <1.
This information has been confirmed with Ann Tait, MSHQ by
t el ephone.

DI STRI BUTI O\:
Nati onal Register property file
Nom nating Authority (wthout attachnent)



UN TED STATES DEPARTMENT G- THE | NTERI OR
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REQUESTED ACTION NOM NATI CN

PRCOPERTY  Fuller, Joseph, House
NAME

MULTI PLE First Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR
NAME

STATE & GOUNTY: NMASSACHUSETTS, Essex
DATE RECEI VED: 1/ 24/ 90 DATE G- PENDI NG LI ST:  2/07/90
DATE OG- 16TH DAY: 2/ 23/ 90 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 3/ 10/ 90
DATE OG- WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NUMBER 90000244
NOM NATCR  STATE
REASONS FCR REVI EW
APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OrHER N PDI L: N PERI OD: N PROERRAM UINAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE N SLR DRAFT: Y NATI ONAL: N
GOMENT WAl VER N

<>"CEPT RETURN REJECT ANA?FY DATE

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS

RECOM./CRITERIA, /LoCjer / A

REMI EWNER fi "<se. c/ >*. <L?

DI SCI PLI NE UIXtJUMANUAI N 4UNASIN
DATE vyy/fn a

DOCUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y"C)see attached SLR(Y?



CLASSI FI CATI ON
count resource type

STATH FECERAL ACENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

FUNCTT ON
historic current
DESCR PTI ON
architectural classification
materials

descriptive text A~AM

SI G\ FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—Check andjustify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/ Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

summary paragraph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria N
justification of areas checked

relating significance t ot heresource

cont ext

relationship of integrity to significance

justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI QERAPHY
GEQERAPH CAL DATA
acreage verbal boundary description
U\ boundary justification
ACCOMPANYI NG DOOUMENTATI QY PRESENTATI ON
sketch maps USGS maps phot ographs presentation

OHER COMMENTS
Questions concerning this nom nation may bedirectedt o

Phone

Si gned Dat e
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000281



