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73 

Town M i d d l e t o n 

Address 1 6 1 ^ E s s e x S t r e e t 

H t s t o H c Name J o s e p h F u l l e r House 

( a / k / a B e e c h B r o o k Fa rm) 

Use: Presen t R e s i d e n c e 

O r i g i n a l R e s i d e n c e 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1 7 1 4 - 1 7 2 2 

D e e d s ; W a t k i n s ' M i d d l e t o n H i s t o : 
S o u r c e y j sua 1 a n a l y s i s 

Style F i r s t P e r i o d / T r a n s i t i o n a l 

Architect U n k n o w n 

Exterior Wall Fabric C l a p b c a r d s 

Outbuildings f i v e 20th c. sheds, anical 

shelters - earlv to late 20th c. 

Major Alterations (with dates) e n t r y o o r c h 
c a , 1 8 0 0 ; r e a r l e a n - t o , 1 9 t h c . 

Condition Good 

Moved No Date N / A 

Acreace -pa^t o f a 24 acre p a r c e l 

S e t t i n g R u r a l s i t e , o c c u p y i n g t h e 

c r e s t o f a h i l l 
opposi te a pond 

house faces southeast v i t h gable end to road 

N 

REFE.REJ.'CE 19 / 332-990 / 4720-150 

CU-'DRAfJGLE Reading 

1:25,000 

Recorded by R , - . > . , . H r . . , p .  

Organization Ro^ron univpr.^itv 

Date M T I T 1 Q P I 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHJSETTS HISTORICAL CChMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Cotanmity: Form No: 

MIDDLETON 73 

Property Name: Joseph F u l l e r 
House 

Indicate each item on inventory form vfcLch is being contLnued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Joseph F u l l e r has I n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , d e s i g n , s e t t i n g , 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t meets C r i t e r i o n C 
f o r i t s l a t e c o n t i n u a t i o n of one-room designed t o have an exposed and 
modestly decora t e d frame, marking the house as p a r t of the t r a n s i t i o n 
from the F i r s t t o Second P e r i o d . With i t s c o n t i n u a t i o n of the 
t r a n s v e r s e f i r s t f l o o r b i n d i n g beam as the summer, i t i l l u s t r a t e s the 
unusual c o n c e n t r a t i o n of t h i s unusual p a t t e r n i n M i d d l e t o n w e l l i n t o 
the second decade or l a t e r of the e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

B u i l t as a one room deep, c e n t r a l chimney, two and one h a l f s t o r y h i g h , 
two room p l a n house b e f o r e 1720, the Joseph F u l l e r House l a t e r gained a 
r e a r l e a n t o w i t h " B e v e r l y j o g " o f f i t s e a s t e r n end i s s h i n g l e d . The 
f r o n t w a l l i s an evenly spaced f i v e p a r t facade w i t h added o n e - s t o r y 
gabled e n t r y ( c . l 8 0 0 ) ; the end w a l l s c o n t a i n p a i r e d windows a t each 
s t o r y , w i t h i r r e g u l a r f e n e s t r a t i o n on the l a t e r l e a n t o , i n c l u d i n g a 
door on the s o u t h e r n face of the shed-roofed two s t o r y j o g . The gable 
r o o f i s p i e r c e d by a b r i c k s t a c k at and i n f r o n t of the r i d g e . 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

Three of the f o u r o r i g i n a l rooms are Second P e r i o d i n c o n s t r u c t i o n w i t h 
l a t e r c.1800 t r i m . The t r a n s v e r s e b i n d i n g summer i n t h e east k i t c h e n 
has been exposed but was c l e a r l y designed t o be: boxed from t he s t a r t . 
Only the frame i n k i t c h e n chamber, where the t r a n s v e r s e t i e i s exposed, 
was a p p a r e n t l y i n t e n d e d t o be exposed, f o r t h e beam i s de c o r a t e d w i t h a 
p l a i n narrow bevel w i t h runout t a p e r s t o p . The f r o n t and second s t o r y 
w i t h s i m p l e bevel chamfers and t a p e r s t o p s . That the house was 
o r i g i n a l l y of two room p l a n can be seen i n the evidence t h a t t he roof 
was not o r i g i n a l l y c a n t i l e v e r e d f o r an i n t e g r a l l e a n t o . Evidence f o r a 
s i d e oven on the f r o n t jamb of the e a s t e r n room or k i t c h e n on the f i r s t 
f l o o r can be seen i n the bulge behind the l a t e r ( c . 1800) s t a i r c a s e i n 
the f r o n t h a l l . The c e l l a r c o n t a i n s a massive stone chimney base and 
employs l a r g e s l e e p e r s t o support the f i r s t f l o o r . 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

Joseph F u l l e r was the son of Thomas F u l l e r (whose 1684 house a l s o 
s u r v i v e s i n M i d d l e t o n ) born i n 1679. This house i s f i r s t recorded i n 
deeds i n 1722, a l t h o u g h Joseph m a r r i e d i n 1711 and a g a i n i n 1713 and 
owned t h i s l a n d s i n c e 1699. A member of one of the most prominent 
e a r l y f a m i l i e s t o s e t t l e M i d d l e t o n , Joseph d i e d i n 1748. (1) 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL Ca«MISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Conminity: 

MIDDLETON 

Form No: 

73 

Property N ™ : «°-gSuL"''^'^ 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

REFERENCES 

1. Lura Woodside Watkins, M i d d l e t o n , Massachusetts. A C u l t u r a l H i s t o r y 
(Salem: Essex I n s t i t u t e , i y ; u ) — p V ~ ' — 1 b 3 - 1 b /' . 

BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The Joseph F u l l e r House i s l o c a t e d near the n o r t h w e s t corner of the 41 acre 
p a r c e l . A l t h o u g h t h e r e are s e v e r a l animal sheds on the property;, a l l 
are set away from the house. The b u i l d i n g i s s i t u a t e d at an angle t o and 
cl o s e t o the s t r e e t . The l i n e of convenience of 60' borders Essex 
S t r e e t on the south s i d e of the house and runs i n a n o r t h e r l y d i r e c t i o n 
f o r 100' on the e s t and west s i d e s of the house. The n o r t h e r n border 
of the l i n e of convenience connects the east and west border. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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United States Department of the Interior c/U/A^Cy 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Piaces 
Continuation Siieet 

Section number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

F i r s t Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR 
State ~ 

Nomination/Type o f Review Date/Signature 

Entered In the J/L^ //I / 
21. Foster, Stephen, House Hatlonal Beelster • y ^ p e r CAA^-^*''^'-^-'--:/Ayc^^ 

A t t e s t 

5-<^2. Foster. William. HO„«P *lbatajati?fl B.T1», Foster, William, House 

, . Attest 
Entered In tta 

23. Fowler, Rea Putnam, House Satlon&l H6fiia^e.^^eeper '^^'^^^^^-^-^^^^^^^^^ ^A^/:) 

A t t e s t 

24. French-Andrews House ti^iQWJt ^e^^steiy^p^^ , 2{lt£<'^-^i.^.^.y'?Ay^ 

A t t e s t 

"25. Friend. James, House m s t m t l S A U \ X m c^^^^^P^^ 

Entered in the Attest 

26. Frye, Samuel, House »*Uoaa Safilater Z y ^ ^ r ^ ^ K ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ; / - ^ ? ^ 

Attest 

FuJJLer, Joseph, 

Attest 

28. Fuller, Lieut. Thomas, House ̂ ^^^^^ tne ^per .--p4^-U.^^1^-l.c^.^^A. 
latlonal Reglstw/ ^ 

Attest 

29.Giddings, George, House and Barn g^^^^.^^ the ̂ ^^^r ^^-^W^^,^^^^^ ^A?^ 

Hatlonal Beglstei 
A t t e s t 

30 .Giddings-Burnham House p e e p e r / C < y S ) ^ ' ^ ^ ^ j e ^ B / f / f d 

A t t e s t ' 



NPS Form om Afipmrol No. 101*0011 
(M«) , • 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

Nationai Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Siieet 

Section number Page 

SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD 

NRIS Reference Nvunber: 90000244 Date Listed: 03/09/90 

Fuller. Joseph. House Essex MA 
Property Name County State 

F i r s t Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR 
Multiple Name 

This property i s l i s t e d in the National Register of Historic Places 
in accordance with the attached nomination documentation subject 
to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included 
in the nomination docvunentation. 

03/09/90 

Of the Keeper Date of Action 

Amended Items in Nomination: 

Geographical Data: Acreage 

The correct acreage i s <1. 
This information has been confirmed with Ann Ta i t , MASHPO, by 
telephone. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property f i l e 
Nominating Authority (without attachment) 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Fuller, Joseph, House 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE F i r s t Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Essex 

DATE RECEIVED: 1/24/90 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 2/07/90 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 2/23/90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 3/10/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 90000244 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: Y NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

DATE 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

<>^CEPT RETURN REJECT ^ ^ ? / f ' 

RECOM./CRITERIA, /LoCje^ / A 
REVIEWER fi^^<se.c/>*.<L^ 
DISCIPLINE UJxtJUM^^UAi,^'4U^>i^^ 
DATE y y / f ^ a 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y^C)see attached SLR(Y^ 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

h i s t o r i c current 

DESCRIPTION 

arc h i t e c t u r a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
materials 
descriptive text ^..^^ 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and j u s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance ( i n one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a ^ 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
r e l a t i n g significance t o the resource 
context 
r e l a t i o n s h i p of i n t e g r i t y t o significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary des c r i p t i o n 
UTMs boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning t h i s nomination may be directed t o 

Phone 

Signed Date 





















Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000281 


