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_PHYSICAL APPEARNCE_ 

Overall, the building and i t s property are i n very good condition. 
The Post o f f i c e i s located near the center of the s i t e with a vehicle 
manuevering area to the l e f t . The s i t e i s cut into the sloping land, with a 
large retaining wall i n the rear; i t i s landscaped with lawn, bushes, and 
several small trees. The building i s of steel frame construction, with brick 
l a i d i n alternating header and stretcher courses. In plan, a small o r i g i n a l 
vestibule opens to the public lobby, flanked by the Postmaster's o f f i c e to 
the l e f t and service area to the r i g h t . Behind the service screen i s the 
workroom with the mail vestibule and platform o f f to the l e f t . 

The front (southeast) elevation i s a seven-bay structure with a three-
bay raised, projecting central entranceway. A simple moulded brick 
watertable course defines the base. A raised area, with panels of brick 
paving, i s accessed by four wide granite steps, leads to a smaller set of 
six entry steps flanked by granite wing walls and cast iron lampposts. The 
central portion of the building i s topped by a p l a i n , modillioned pediment 
and simple entablature of white marble. Three severe, deep recesses create 
four large f l a t b rick p i l a s t e r s separating the 30/15 l i g h t wood frame, 
double-hung windows with large marble l i n t e l s and t h i n s i l l s . The 
replacement aluminum and glass doors are framed by t h i n wood pilasters and a 
wood entablature. A fixed sash 20 l i g h t window and l i n t e l are above. The 
flanking bays are topped by a marble entablature with projecting architrave 
and have smaller, 12/12 l i g h t double-hung windows set i n f u l l - h e i g h t 
recessed brick panels. The entrjway i s covered by an asphalt shingled pitched 
roof; the end bays are fl a t - r o o f e d with parapet walls. 

The other three sides of the building are similar i n d e t a i l to the 
front elevation. The rear gabled end includes a large segmented, arched 
window. The l e f t (southwest) elevation includes the covered mail platform. 

One enters the building through a small, dark stained wood and glass 
vestibule. I t has a terrazzo f l o o r with a white marble border, brass bars, a 
low wood panel dado with panel glass windows above, and highly carved f l a t 
f l u t e d columns supporting an ornamented entablature and projecting cornice. 
Doorways on each side give access to the two-story high lobby, f i v e bays i n 
length. The room has terrazzo f l o o r i n g with white marble border, white 
marble wainscot and stool with a black marble base, plaster walls and 
c e i l i n g , and dark stained wood service-height s t r i p , denticulated cornice, 
and window frames. Long t h i n anthemion ornamental metal g r i l l e s opening to 
the workroom are located above the service area. The walls are moulded to 
give the effect of separate panels. The c e i l i n g at the ends of the lobby i s 
lower i n height to accentuate t h e i r special services: the r i g h t being three 
large service counters, the l e f t a stained wood door with architrave and 
broken pediment to the Postmaster's o f f i c e . 
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_ALTERATIONS_ 

The service counters to the r i g h t replaced o r i g i n a l windows, the wood 
cornice i n the lobby i s painted over, a skylight i n the workroom i s covered 
over, and flourescent l i g h t i n g has recently replaced o r i g i n a l f i x t u r e s . 

_ART_ 

Located above the service counters on the r i g h t wall of the lobby, a 
set of three paneled canvas murals are located. Depicting the town's 
h i s t o r i c a l rum and shipbuilding industries, they are i n excellent condition. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Edmund J. Rappoli, Contractor 

The Medford Main Post Office i s situated on a side street in downtown 
Medford, near Medford Square. Architecturally i t i s significant as a 
Federal government building representative of Public Works Administration 
(P.W.A.) construction and design policies during the 1930's. Built in 1936, 
its form, design, materials, elements, plan eind siting reflect P.W.A. 
advocacy of economy, efficiency and functionalism in post office 
architecture. Its simple, L-shaped form, local brick materials, 
ornamentation and logical, standardized 6-area plan facilitated quick 
construction. Indeed, the building was finished "way ahead of schedule." 
Stylistically, this post office represents a regional expression of 
classical tradition. Greek forms and surface treatments popular in New 
England during the l830's and I840's were revived for this building's 
design. Essentially L-shaped in plan, its main elevation is treated as a 
three-story Greek Revival temple with massive pedimented attic flanked by 
side wings. Its Isirge, multi-pane windows exhibit simple stone s i l l s and 
lintels and are set within recessed rectangular panels. Local brick was 
evidently used in this post office's construction. Brick yards had been 
operating in Medford since the late 17th century. Arthur L. Blakeslee, the 
chief Federal Architect responsible for this buildings plan and design was 
thoroughly familiar with local masonry Greek Revival Architecture. He was a 
native of Medford, born c. 1880 at the corner of High and Jerome Streets, 
Medford. He settled in Washington, D.C. in 1908. During the mid 1930's he 
was in charge of the Arlington Main Post Offices construction. 

The Medford Main Post Office's siting i s also of interest as a 
reflection of P.W.A. buildings policy. In this case, a location on a side 
street was chosen to facilitate more efficient mail distribution. Prior to 
the 1930's sites on prominent street corners and major thoroughfares were 
generally deemed suitable location for government buildings. 

The Medford Main Post Office was completed on December 2, 1936. For 
the first time Medford's mail distribution was handled in a central 
location within the city limits. Prior to the mid 1930's Medford's mail was 
handled by Somerville's postal service. The Medford Main Post Office was 
built at a cost of $149,500. I t was dedicated on September 13, 1937. 
Ex-Senator Charles T. Daly, then President of the Chamber of Congress and 
Congressman Arthur D. Healy are credited with securing the funds for this 
structure. The Medford Main Post Office was the first Federal building in 
the city. Local newspapers noted that this building's construction provided 
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jobs for many local men and permanent jobs for 70 post office employees. I t 
was part of a building program that included the City Hall (1936) and a new 
municipal garage. Medford's building program was established to "return 
people to work". The Medford Main Post Office was a timely and 
complimentary addition to a commercial d i s t r i c t which realized a r e t a i l 
business of $11,000,00 i n 193^ and $13,000,000 i n 1935. 

This building contains a mural by Henry Billings of New York. I t 
depicts the I8th century triangular trade between Medford, Africa and the 
West Indies, featuring scenes from the ever flourishing rum industry. 

Finally, this building represents a product of the U.S. Supervisory 
Architect office in Washington, D.C. From 1933 u n t i l 19^1 Louis Adolf Simon 
was the U.S. Supervisory Architect. Born i n Boston c. I87O and educated at 
M.I.T. he began a private practice i n Washington D.C. in 1894. by 1896 he 
had been hired by the U.S. Treasury Supervising Architect's office. He was 
appointed chief Federal Architect in 1905 - a post which he held u n t i l 1933. 
In addition to numerous post offices, custom houses and court houses he was 
responsible for the design of the Federal Building at the New York World's 
Fair i n 1939/1940. He died in 1941. 
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FIELD REAL ESTATE AND BUILDINGS OFFICE 
P C Box 324 

Uxington. MA 02173-0324 

August 19, 1965 

"nie Hcnorable John A. Qiilcni 
City hfanager, City of Medford 
City Ifall 
Madford, MA 02155 

Dear City hbnager Chiloni: 

Ihe U.S. Poetal Service in cxxijunction with the Massachusetts State Historic 
Preservation Officer in Boetcn has evaluated the (bin Ebst Office in Medford 
and has detennined it is si^iificant from an historicsd viewpoint. 

In view of the above evaluation, the U.S. Fbeted Service intends to noninate 
this building to the tbtional Register of Historic Places. Vfe would, prior to 
our taking formal action, appreciate receiving your concurrence. 

If you concur with our proposed action, kindly retum a signed copy of this 
letter in the enclosed aivelope. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory Gilleland 
General Manager 

Ocncur: 

Bx:losure8 

JPC/ljr 



UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
Real Estate and Buildings Department 

475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW 
Washington, DC 20260-6400 

May 13, 1986 

Ms. Carol D. Shull 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of Histo r i c Places 
National Park Service 
Department of I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240-1002 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

The Postal Service hereby submits a nomination for the 
post o f f i c e located at 20 Forest Street, Middlesex County, 
Medford, Massachusetts. 

I f you have questions concerning t h i s nomination, please 
c a l l me at 202/268-3107. 

Sincerely, 

hn S. Sorenson 
ealty Specialist, Senior 

Office of Real Estate 

Enclosure 

MAY I 6 1986 


