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NAME

HISTORIC
United States Post Office
AND/OR COMMON

Medf ord Mai n Post Office

1%

LOCATION
STREETS NUMBER
20 Forest Street N/AANOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Medford I\Z4V|C|N'TYOF Rp-~rpnt-Vi rnngrpcginngl District
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
Massachusetts 02155 9729 Middlesex 017
CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
_D(STRICT X _PUBLIC XoCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
X_BUILDINGIS) —PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL PARK
—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL PRIVATE RESIDENCE
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT X_IN PROCESS XYES: RESTRICTED X_GOVERNMENT SCIENTIFIC
—BEING CONSIDERED — YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL TRANSPORTATION
—NO —MILITARY OTHER
AGENCY

REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: (If applicablel

New England Field Real Estate and Buildings Offipp

STREET & NUMBER

1050 Waltham Street
CITY, TOWN STATE

Lexington N/A yicinity oF Massachusetts 02173

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE,

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC M ddl esex County Registry. Canbridge Courthouse

STREETS. NUMBER

208 Cambridge Street
CITY, TOWN STATE

Cambridge Massachusetts 02141

a REPRESENTATION INEXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

None

-FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY, TOWN STATE



DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
NEXCELLENT 1 .,  —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X-ORIGINALSITE
_Goob «' —RUINS XALTERED —MOVED DATE-
_FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCR BE THE PRESENT AND CR A NAL (IF KNOMN)  PHYSI CAL APPEARANCE
_PHYSI CAL APPEARNCE
Overall, thebuilding anditsproperty arein very good condition.

The Post office i slocated near thecenter of thesite with avehicle
manuevering area totheleft. Thesite i scutinto thesloping land, witha

large retaining wall i ntherear; i ti slandscaped with |awn, bushes, and
several small trees. Thebuildingi sof steel frame construction, with brick
laid i nalternating header andstretcher courses. | nplan, a small original

vestibule opens tothepublic lobby, flanked by thePostmaster's officet o
the left andservice area totheright. Behind theservice screen i s the
workroomwith the mail vestibule andplatformoff totheleft.

The front (southeast) elevation i sa seven-bay structurewith a three-
bay raised, projectingcentral entranceway. A sinmple noul ded brick
watertable course defines thebase. Avraised area, with panels of brick
paving, i saccessed by four wide granite steps, leads toa smaller set of
six entry steps flanked by granite wing walls andcast iron |anmpposts. The
central portion of thebuildingi stopped by a plain, modillioned pedinent
and simple entablature of white marble. Three severe, deep recesses create
four large flat brick pilasters separating the 30/15 light wood frame,
doubl e- hung wi ndows with large marble lintels andthin sills. The
repl acement al umi num and gl ass doors areframed by thin wood pilasters and a
wood entablature. Afixed sash 201ight wi ndow and |intel are above. The
flanking bays aretopped by a marble entablature with projectingarchitrave
and have smaller, 12/12 |ight doubl e-hung wi ndows set i nfull-height
recessed brick panels. Theentrjway i scovered by an asphalt shingled pitched
roof; theend bays areflat-roofed with parapet walls.

The other three sides of thebuildingaresimlar i ndetail to the
front elevation. Therear gabled endincludes a large segmented, arched
wi ndow. Theleft (southwest) elevation includes thecovered mail platform

ne enters thebuilding through a small, dark stained wood and gl ass
vestibule. |t has aterrazzo floor with awhite marble border, brass bars, a
| ow wood panel dado with panel glass w ndows above, and highly carved flat
fluted colums supporting an ornamented entablature andprojecting cornice.
Doorways on each side give access tothetwo-story high lobby, five baysi n
length. Theroomhas terrazzo flooring with white marble border, white
mar bl e wai nscot andstool with a black marble base, plaster wallsand
ceiling, anddark stained wood service-height strip, denticulated cornice,
and wi ndow frames. Long thin anthem on ornamental metal grilles openingto
the workroom ar e located above t heservice area. Thewalls arenouldedt o
give theeffect of separate panels. Theceiling at theends of thelobby i s
| ower in height toaccentuate their special services: theright being three
| arge service counters, theleft a stained wood door with architrave and
broken pediment t ot hePostmaster's office.
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_ALTERATI ONS_

The service counters totheright replaced original w ndows, the wood
cornice i nthelobby i spainted over, a skylight i ntheworkroom i s covered
over, andflourescent lighting hasrecently replaced original fixtures.

ART_

Located above theservice counters ontheright wall

set of three paneled canvas nurals arelocated.
historical

of thelobby, a
Depicting thetown's
rumand shi pbuil ding industries, they arei nexcellent condition.



[1 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ~ —ARCHEOLOGY-PRE HISTORIC  —COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  — RELIGION
— 1400 1499 ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION LAW — SCIENCE
— 1500 1599 AGRICULTUhE — ECONOMICS -LITERATURE — SCULPTURE
_-1600-1699 ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION -MILITARY —SOCIALYHUMANITARIAN
— 1700-1799 2LART —ENGINEERING -MusIC —THEATER
— 1800 1899 —COMMERCE — EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
-7900- —COMMUNICATIONS - INDUSTRY -POLITICS/IGOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECicvi
—INVENTION
Excavation: Feb. s, |y"/ Louis A S [mp SUg. ,g]chi tect .
SEI A C DATES pgh. MW Q. g'\p™ 1937 BJLDERARHTEYY , M-~ L. Bl akesl ee, lef Architect
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Ednund J. Rappoli, Contractor

The Medford Main Post Office i ssituated on a side street i n downtown
Medf ord, near Medford Square. Architecturallyiti s significant asa
Federal governnent building representative of Public Vérks Admnistration
(P.WA) construction and design policies during the 1930's. Built i n 1936,
its form design, materials, elements, plan end siting reflect PWA
advocacy of econony, efficiency and functionalism i npost office
architecture. Itssinple, L-shaped form local brick materials,
ornamentation and |ogical, standardized 6-area plan facilitated quick
construction. Indeed, the building was finished "way ahead of schedule."
Stylistically, this post office represents a regional expression of
classical tradition. Geek fornms and surface treatnents popular i n New
England during the 1830's and 1840's were revived for this building s
design. Essentially L-shapedinplan, itsmain elevationistreated asa
three-story Qeek Revival tenplewth nassive pedinented attic flanked by
side wings. Itslsirge, multi-pane w ndows exhibit sinple stone sills and
lintels and are set within recessed rectangular panels. Local brick was
evidently used i nthis post office'sconstruction. Brick yards had been
operating i nMdford since thelate 17thcentury. Arthur L. Bl akeslee, the
chief Federal Architect responsible for this buildings plan and design was
thoroughly famliar with local nmasonry Geek Revival Architecture. H was a
native of Medford, born c. 1880 at the corner of Hgh and Jerone Streets,
Medford. He settled i nWashington, DC 1 n1908. During themd 1930's he
was i ncharge of the Arlington Min Post Offices construction.

The Medford Main Post Office's siting i s also of interest asa
reflection of PWA buildings policy. Inthis case, a |location on a side
street was chosen tofacilitate nore efficient mail distribution. Priorto
the 1930's sites on promnent street corners and naj or thoroughfares were
general |y deened suitable |ocation for governnent buildings.

The Medford Main Post Office was conpl eted on Decenber 2, 1936. For
the first time Medford s mail distributionwas handled i nacentral
location within thecity limts. Prior tothemd 1930's Medford s mail was
handl ed by Sonerville's postal service. The Medford Min Post Office was
built at a cost of $149,500. |t was dedicated on Septenber 13, 1937.
Ex-Senator Charles T. Daly, then President of the Chanber of Congress and
Gongressman Arthur D Healy are credited with securing the funds for this
structure. The Medford Main Post Office was thefirst Federal buildingin
the city. Local newspapers noted that this building' s construction provided



QMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

"Medford Mercury" Septenmber 16, 1937, P 1,5,6,8; Septenber 4, 1937 - p. 1;
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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NAME / TITLE

Steven M Smith, Project Manager

ORGANIZATION

DATE
SULLI VAN DESI QN GRAP, | N\C.
TSEeLp;enh)er 24. 1985

STREET* NUMBER HONE

44 Adans Street (617) 848-1545

CITY OR TOWN TATE
Braintree Ma.g.qaphligP*g 02184

CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATION
YES X NO NQNE

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATIONAOFpICEITSIGNATURE
In compliance with Executive Order 11593, | hereby nominate®is  property to the National Register, certifying that the State
Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed 90™ays in wKjgffito prga®m theo«J!?inatipn to the State Review Board and to
evaluate its significance. The evaluated level of siowificanctis _ N”<ional _"State _"A_Local.
FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE 1y~ o JO.

"wdE Realty Special DATE " May 13, 1986

FOR NPS USE ONLY
I HER”"Y CERTIFY tyATTHIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

DATE

OIR"CtpR. O/FICIOF "CHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
ATTEST/

*tiX<~cn or(jtfc NATIONAI NctriGTEfr

DATE 6
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jobs for many |ocal nen and permanent jobs for 70 post office enployees. | t
was part of a building programthat included the City Hall (1936) and a new
muni ci pal garage. Medford's building programwas established to"return
people t o work”. The Medford Main Post Office was a timely and
conplinentary addition t oa conmercial district which realized a retail

busi ness of $11, 000,00 i n 193" and $13, 000,000 i n 1935.

This building contains a mural by Henry Billings of New York. | t
depicts thel8th century triangular trade between Medford, Africa and the
Vst Indies, featuring scenes fromthe ever flourishing rumindustry.

Finally, this building represents a product of the US Supervisory
Architect office i nWashington, DC From 1933 until 219*1 Louis Adolf S non
was the US Supervisory Architect. Born i nBoston c. 1870 and educat ed at
MI.T. he began a private practice i nWashington DC i n1894. by 1896 he
had been hired by the US Treasury Supervising Architect's office. He was
appointed chief Federal Architect i n1905 - a post which he held until 1933.
In addition t onumerous post offices, custom houses and court houses he was
responsible for the design of the Federal Building at t heNew York Wrld's
Fair 1 n1939/1940. He died i n 1941.
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Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation In Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * vyes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one

excellent | I deteriorated « unaltered
(HI good I lruins e altered
e fair Il unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
e completeness

e clarity
« alterations/integrity e
¢ dates

¢ boundary selection

Working No. my ye
Fed. Reg. Date:

Date Due: Aijpan nt

Action: lurffitrPT
.RETURN.
.REJECT.

Federal Agency: T™™'S

CU NR decision

Recom./Crit?
Reviewer MWNWWACItMvWA
Discipline
Date ANTIN
, see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
« original site
moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) e

e summary paragraph

e completeness

e clarity o .oon
« applicable criteria

e justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource

e context

« relationship of integrity to significance

e justification of exception

» other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title ' date

13. Other

* Maps
e Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet




































FIELD REAL ESTATEAND BUILDINGS OFFICE
PC Box 324
Uxington. MA 02173-0324

Augugst 19, 1965

"nie Henorable John A. Qiilcni
City hfanager, City of Medford
City Ifall

Madf ord, M\ 02155

Dear City hbnager Chiloni:

lhe US Poetal Service incxxijunction with the Massachusetts State Historic
Preservation Officer in Boetcnhas evaluated the (bin Ebst Ofice inMdford
and has detennined it issi*ificant fromanhistoricsdviewoint.

In viewof the above evaluation, the US Fbeted Service intends to noninate
this building tothe thtional Register of Historic Places. Me would, priorto
our taking formal action, appreciate receiving your concurrence.

It you concur with our proposed action, kindly retuma signed copy of this
letter in the enclosed aivelope.

Sincerely,

Qegory G lleland
CGeneral Mnager

Qcneur:
Bx: | osur e8

IPC



UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
Real Estate and Buildings Department
475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW
Washington, DC  20260-6400

My 13, 1986

Ms. Carol D  Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of Interior

Washington, DC  20240-1002

Dear M. Shull:

The Postal Service hereby submts a nomnation forthe
post office located at 20 Forest Street, Mddlesex County,
Medf ord, Massachusetts.

|f you have questions concerning this nom nation, please
call ne at 202/268-3107.

Sincerely,

hn S Sorenson _
ealty Specialist, Senior
Office of Real Estate

Enclosure

MY |6 195



