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The Chester Greenwood House in Farmington, quite apart from the
historical significance of its original owner, is architecturally important as
a fine example of the Queen Anne style in a rural setting. Built in 1896, the
house is of clapBoarded frame construction on a granite foundation. The 2^ stories
are covered by a metal-sheathed roof consisting of several gables, in keeping with
the complex plans of Queen Anne houses. Two internal brick chimneys are present.
The facade, which faces south-east is dominated by an off-center projecting
3-story tower $ octagonal in plan with a bell-cast pyramidal roof crowned with a
finial. Each exposed side of the tower T s first and second stories contains a
tall 1/1 window; the third story contains arched 1/1 windows. To the left of the
tower the facade is one bay wide an)d rises 2^ stories; Here the half story window,
in the pedimented gable-end, is an ^rched 1/1. The stories below each contain a
single 2/1 window. To the right of the tower, and considerably recessed from
the rest of the facade, is the double-doored main entrance; the doors are panelled
and each contains a rectangular window in the upper half. Above the entrance, in
the second story, is a single doorvay providing access to the flat roof of a porch
which covers the main entrance and wraps around the north-east side of the house.
This porch, with ground-level balu^traded siding, is supported by delicately-turned
posts.
The north-east elevation is two stories high with 2 bays of 2/1 windows on
its left side. To the right is a Z% story gabled projection with a single 2/1
window in each story of its sides £nd an arched 1/1 window in the pedimented
gable-end above two 2/1 windows in. each of the lower stories.
The south—west elevation is dominated by a gabled projection of 2^ stories.
Fenestration here is as on the north-east projection, except that the outer corners are cut off, allowing an addijtional 2/1 window on each corner of the first
story. To the right of this projection is a single 2/1 window in each of the two
stories, the fenestration here again being 2/1; there is a single-doored secondary
entrance covered by a porch in this location.
The Chester Greenwood House features ornate exterior detailing. There is
an ornately-carved frieze below the eaves which is carried up into the facade
pediment. All of the first story windows are crowned with bracketed entablatured
lintels, again richly carved.
|
The interior of the house is well preserved and characteristically

ornate.

The Chester Greenwood house bits atop a steep rise overlooking the Town of
Farmington. As a fine example of I its period and style, it is a fitting memorial
to its remarkable original owner.
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Beyond its architectural significance this house is more particularly distinguished as the home of Chester Greenwood inventor in 1872 of that important
but humble adjunct to winter wear, the earmuff or ear protector as he named it.
Inventor, handyman and businessman, Greenwood was the epitome of the multi-faceted
late 19th century man, keenly interested in scientific development and a believer
in the unlimited benefits of technology.
Born in 1858, Greenwood was a tall rangy human dynamo who eschewed both
tobacco and alcohol and ran a mile a day until the age of 75 (long before the
benefits of exercise were popularly advocated). He rose daily at 4 a.m. and without breakfast headed for his factory on Front Street to start the fires.
His invention at the age of 15 of the separate ear protector clipped to the
head with spring steel occurred as a result of a propensity to frostbite while
skating. Obtaining a patent for this homely device in 1877 he opened a factory
and became almost instantly successful. In addition to the earmuff he also
developed the spring steel grass rake and, in a totally different vein, invented
a fluid shock absorber which could be adjusted to suit differing road conditions.
In addition to these activities he also operated a bicycle factory and a
machine shop which gained a wide reputation for its versatility. As a "maker of
gadgets" he also produced wheel grinders and self-priming spark plugs. His ear
muff factory alone employed more that 50 workers as well as a small army of hand
stitchers working at home.
During the early 1890 f s, Greenwood established with C.A. Alien the first telephone company in Franklin County and proceeded to manufacture all of the receivers
and transmitters himself. Not satisfied with all of these ventures he also was
a partner in the operation of an excursion steamboat for picnic parties on nearby
Clearwater Lake. In the 1880 f s he went into the steam heating business which he
ran successfully until it grew too large for him to handle.
In addition to fcis eleven room house, he also built the impressive Greenwood
Block on Broadway in Farmington. The original earmuff factory, now a laundry,
still stands on Front Street.
The following extract from a business directory of 1889 puts succinctly into
perspective the impact of Chester Greenwood's greatest contribution to personal
well being:
"No man who has once 'froze his ears', as the saying goes, is, at all
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anxious to repeat the experience, for even a slight frostbite on that
tender portion of the body is attended with pain of no small intensity, not to mention the fact tihat one's personal appearance is not
materially improved by having one or both ears swollen and black for
a week or so. The only practical way to keep the ears from freezing
when exposed to such weather as all the northern states are liable to
at certain seasons, is to cover them up; but this is easier said than
done, or at least it was 'until Greenwood's Champion Ear Protectors
were invented, for the articles previously on the market intended for
a similar use, were so objectionable and uncomfortable that most men
preferred to wear a fur cap, or else trust to luck and friction. The
beauty of the Greenwood device is that it may be carried in the pocket
without the least inconvenience and when occasion requires it can be
placed in position instantly, and stays where it is put, although there
is no disfiguring elastic below the chin to make a man look like an
overgrown school boy, and to interfere with the surface circulation
so important in cold weather. That these advantages are appreciated,
the remarkable demand for this invention proves, for the Farmington
Manufacturing Company, which produces these Protectors, ships them all
over the cold part of this country and throughout British America, and
is obliged to employ fifty assistants in order to keep up with the rapidly growing demand."——Leading Business Men of Lewiston, Augusta
and vicinity, Mercantile Publishing Company,
1889.
Greenwood died in 1937, a highly revered citizen of Farmington and active
until the very last days of his life.

