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1. Name of Property
historic name Santa Barbara School
other names/site number

APS Soecial Services Annex
2. Location
street & number
city, town
state New Mexico

1420 Edith Boulevard NE 1 _
AT buquerqtie 1 —

not for publication
vicinity

code 35 county Bernalillo code 001 zip code 87102

3. Classification
Ownership of Property 
I I private 
fxl public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal

Category of Property 
HI! building(s) 
EH district

site
structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing:
N/A

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing

1 ____ buildings 
____ ____ sites 
____ ____ structures 
____ ____ objects

1 ____Total 
Number of contributing resources previously

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As tty» designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this
V~t^r^ I —— ILJO nomination I _ I request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register oHtistoric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opi|iion,We_£rojiJerty [Bmeets EHdarffe not meejt the National_Register criteria. EH Sej^eontinuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official

State or Federal agency and bureau

_— jfZ*L*& /JIA**HJ r-4-LA*VL*'"*^- CJiuLiJA* IP"" 2-S -^Q

Date '
f-

In my opinion, the property EH meets EH does

Signature of commenting or other official

State or Federal agency and bureau

not meet the National Register criteria. EH See continuation sheet.

Date

5. National Park Service Certification
I,)hereby, certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register. 
EH See continuation sheet, 
determined eligible for the National 
Register. I I See continuation sheet.

EH determined not eligible for the 
National Register.

I I removed from the National Register. 
EH other, (explain:) ___________

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Education - School

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Vacant

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

Mission/Spanish Colonial Revival

foundation 
walls

Concrete
Stucco

roof _ 
other

Asphalt

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Santa Barbara School, 1420 Edith Boulevard, is a one story, roughly 72 
feet x 150 feet stucco-finished building constructed in various stages of 
adobe, brick, and concrete bearing walls, and frame interior partition walls. 
It is located at the western edge of a gently sloping, approximately 2.3 acre 
site, roughly one mile northeast of downtown Albuquerque in the 
Martineztown/Santa Barbara neighborhood. On three sides of the school site 
are mostly small, adobe houses on streets winding away from Edith. The 
building is currently vacant. The roof is a combination of hip and slightly 
sloping flat sections. A curvilinear parapet was added to the major western 
building portions probably after 1919. The front entry is a double wood door 
set in an arched opening. The interior is principally a double loaded 
corridor plan running east/west. The interior floor level of the building is 
approximately 2 feet-6 inches above grade at the primary (west) entrance, and 
approximately 1 foot-6 inches below grade at the east side of the building. 
The floor level is consistent throughout the interior of the building with the 
exception of an approximately 20 feet x 31 feet raised stage. A slightly 
projecting water table surrounds the building and is approximately 1 foot 
lower on the north than on the other elevations. The overall condition of the 
building is fair, with some serious deterioration being the result of a 1984 
fire at the location of the stage. Fire damage includes the total loss of the 
roof over the stage. This burned roof area has been stabilized with a 
protective temporary cover.

continuation sheet
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Common interior detailing, features and materials throughout the building 
include:

Slightly textured plaster walls finished with numerous layers of paint;

12 inch square perforated acoustical tile ceilings which are either 
original or later coverings to early wood or pressed tin ceilings;

six over six unpainted wood double hung windows in single, or two or three 
ganged configurations. In some cases, original sash have been replaced or 
modified to three or four pane configurations. The windows have all been 
covered from the exterior with protective plywood to minimize vandalism;

five-panel unpainted wood doors where original, with three or one-paned 
transom lights on doors in the main corridor;

simple Ix wood trim, door and window casings and baseboards. Overall 
sizes of wood trim vary according to the particular phase of the 
building's construction;

2 inch strip hardwood tongue and groove flooring. In some locations, 
vinyl tile was installed as the original finish floor.

The following six part evolution, as shown on attached drawings, is based on 
the known PHASE 3, 1919 work, and physical evidence from other parts of the 
building.

PHASE 1 (approximately 1426 square feet)
The original section of the building was an approximately 31 feet x 46 feet 
adobe rectangle, probably with a hip roof. The 1 foot - 6 inches + adobe 
walls rest on an uncoursed stone foundation, now visible from the building's 
crawl space. A single pattern wood tongue and groove beaded siding ceiling 
existing within the area of the adobe walls is probably original. This 
ceiling is covered with acoustical tile.

PHASE 2 (approximately 1302 square feet)
An approximately 31 feet x 42 feet brick addition was added to the east of the 
original adobe building, almost doubling the building's size. The east adobe 
wall of PHASE 1 has been removed, although it is shown in place on the 1919 
Norris drawings (see PHASE 3). The ceiling of the PHASE 2 construction is 
partially tongue and groove double pattern beaded siding and partially pressed 
tin. A seam between the wood ceiling of PHASE 1 and that of PHASE 2 is 
visible at the line of the original east adobe wall. The PHASE 2 ceiling is 
covered with acoustical tile. A portion of 3 inch strip hardwood flooring 
exists in room 8. Because of its deterioration from use, this flooring 
appears to be the earliest floor remaining in the building. This early floor 
has been covered by a later floor of vinyl tile on plywood.
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PHASE 3 (approximately 2000 square feet)
Albuquerque architect E.H. Morris completed drawings for a third phase of 
construction in 1919 (see attached 1919 Morris drawings). With some 
modification, particularly in the floor framing, the Morris addition appears 
to have been constructed largely as originally detailed, resulting in an "L" 
shaped building. This addition created the now prominent 9 feet-9 inches 4- 
wide central hall and relocated the primary entrance to its present location 
at the center of the west elevation. Whether the Morris entry as detailed on 
his original drawings was constructed as designed is not known. The existing 
entry is similar, however, with its arched opening, double doors and transom 
windows, but varies in dimension and detail from the drawings. The Morris 
addition covered an exterior flight of steps at the PHASE 2 south entry which 
is still visible from the building's crawl space. Morris continued the 
then-existing hip roof treatment. Interior finishes are consistent with 
previous construction - tin ceilings (now covered with acoustical tile), 
hardwood floors, simple casings and trim, etc. A folding wall made of ten 
5-panel wood doors was installed at the location of the present wall between 
room 13 and rooms 11 and 12.

PHASE 4 (approximately 1563 square feet)
The PHASE 4 construction removed Morris 1 rear entry stairs and created the 
southeast portion of the building by enlarging room 13 and adding the raised 
stage. This brick construction resulted in a rectangular building 
approximately 72 feet x 97 feet. Comparing the building's existing appearance 
to Morris' drawings indicates that substantial window modification to the 
entire building likely occurred as part of the PHASE 4 construction. The 
large skylight in the center hall was also probably added as part of PHASE 4 
since this phase virtually enclosed the hall. It is also likely that the 
entire exterior of the building was unified with the addition of the 
curvilinear parapet at this time. The parapet is constructed of wood frame 
and finished with stucco, likely as part of a new stucco coating to the entire 
building. Raised stucco borders outline panels and quatrefoil shapes on the 
north and south elevations. The panel border on the north elevation is 
missing, but a ghost of the shape can be seen and matches that existing on the 
south elevation. The ceiling throughout the enlarged room 13 was apparently 
unified by the installation of a pressed tin ceiling. This ceiling is now 
covered with acoustical tile. The ceiling of the stage area was heavily 
damaged by the 1984 fire, but remnants of double pattern beaded wood siding 
remain, as well as remnants of the later acoustical tile. The folding wall of 
PHASE 3 appears to have been relocated to its present position within room 13 
as part of PHASE 4 work.

PHASE 5 (approximately 1740 square feet)
The next construction was to the east, is brick and is considered a discrete 
addition because of the simplified interior detailing and its exterior 
differences from the western sections. The roof of PHASE 5 is slightly sloped 
to the east and its parapet is much simpler than the curved western parapet.
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In addition, changes in trim dimensions, patches in the flooring, and an 
exposed header in the ceiling are evidence of an exterior door recessed within 
an arched opening at the east end of this construction phase similar to that 
of the principal entry on the west. This earlier arched entry exists as the 
present connection between PHASE 5 and PHASE 6 construction. PHASE 5 interior 
detailing includes the first use of vinyl tile in the restroom areas as an 
original flooring material. Ceilings are tin covered with acoustical tile, 
with the exception of the original entryway on the east. This area was 
finished with acoustical tile installed directly on the ceiling joists as part 
of the PHASE 6 construction.

PHASE 6 (approximately 2541 square feet)
The easternmost portion of the building is a circa 1930 addition and is 
constructed of stucco finished concrete block. PHASE 6 construction 
accommodates three classrooms and a short connecting hallway. This addition 
has a slightly sloping flat roof and a parapet matching that of PHASE 5. To 
accommodate the roof slope, the parapet on the north and south walls steps up 
to the east. Due to the constant interior floor level and the increasing site 
grade from west to east, the floor level at the rear (east) of the building is 
approximately 1 foot 6 inches below grade. Interior detailing is similar to 
previous construction with the exception of the ceilings. Acoustical tile are 
applied directly to the ceiling joists. It is speculated that the earlier tin 
and wood ceilings elsewhere in the building were covered during this phase of 
construction. Window and door casings are similar to earlier construction, 
and strip hardwood floors are typical throughout PHASE 6.

The only other construction on the site is a nonsignificant rectangular 
supplementary classroom building to the east of the school building. This 
building, reportedly a WW II barracks moved to the site at an unknown date, is 
in the process of being sold and removed. It is not included within the 
boundaries of the nominated property.



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I I nationally I I statewide 0 locally

Applicable National Register Criteria PHA I IB I"x1c I ID

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) I |A I IB I Ic I ID I IE I IF I |G

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Education__________________________ 1 QOft-1 Q^Q____________ __________

Architecture_____________________ 1908-1930___________ 1919

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
________________________________ Harris, Elson Harvey (Phase 3)

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Santa Barbara School is significant under two criteria:
Criterion A for education - it is a rare early example of the grade
schools which served the Bernalillo County "suburbs" of Albuquerque
during the first half of this century.
Criterion C for architecture - it is the best surviving example of
the architectural evolution of early 20th century Bernalillo County
schools.

Built as a two-room adobe circa 1908, the school building grew and changed as 
its community grew and as ideas of school architecture changed, particularly 
under the leadership of County School Superintendent Atanasio Montoya, who is 
credited with modernizing the Bernalillo County school system. Because the 
last major changes to the building took place in 1930 and because the older 
rooms have been preserved in something close to their original state, the 
building is an important record of the growth of the county schools. It is 
the only county school - out of at least twelve schools built before 1915 - 
remaining in the Albuquerque metropolitan area which displays the full 
architectural form common to most of these early schools. With very few 
exterior changes -- one replacement window, the installation of a barracks 
outbuilding, and the construction of a handicapped ramp -- the building served 
the Santa Barbara community and the county and city as a school and as a 
school service center until 1986 when it was vacated by the Albuquerque Public 
Schools. For over half of its life as a school it was guided by Adolfo C. 
Gonzales, we11-remembered as a caring and innovative principal, an 
enthusiastic athletic coach, and a community leader dedicated to improving 
local education who served on the University of New Mexico Board of Regents 
for twelve years.

continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

Previous documentation on file (NFS): « /.
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey # __________________________ 

I I recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #____ _____ ____ _________

I Xl See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data: 
I I State historic preservation office 
I 1 Other State agency

I Federal agency 
"xl Local government

I University 
D Other 
Specify repository:
Redevelopment Division, Planning Dept 
City of Albuquerque_______________

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property 1.1 acres

UTM References
A 111 3J I 3l 5. Ql 7. Qi Ol 13 18 |8 i 4| 9i Qi Ol 

Zone Easting Northing

Cl . I I I i I i . I I , I i I . . I

j i i I i i
Zone Easting

D

Northing

I . I . I i .

I I See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
The western (shaded) portion (approximately I98 f x 2601 ) of property as shown on attached 
map.

The property lies on the east side of Edith Boulevard NE, bordered by Cordero Road on 
the north and Kinley Street on the south.

I I See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The area shown encompasses the school, the playground area north and south of the building 
and the main pedestrian entrance to the school grounds from Edith Boulevard. It excludes 
the moved-in barrack building east of the school.

I I See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Marv Pip.tsch Pavis. Preservation Planner
organization Rp.Hpvp.lnp-ment". Division^ Planning Department 
street & number P.O.

date 5/QT/RQ

city or town Albuquerque
telephone
state New Mexico

7ftft-^97n

zip code 87103
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The school was an important center of activity in Santa Barbara/ 
Martineztown during the time of its radical change from a Hispanic farm 
settlement to an urban Hispanic enclave. Reflective of its mixed rural/urban 
heritage, the community remained half county and half city until after World 
War II. The dividing line was Mountain Road, an old thoroughfare which led 
from the old Albuquerque plaza to the Sandia Mountains, ten miles east of the 
plaza. The county area north of Mountain Road was called Santa Barbara for 
the cemetery which had been established farther north in 1869, while the city 
area south of Mountain Road was called Martineztown for the original settlers, 
the Martin family. Pupils from both the city and the county attended Santa 
Barbara; no official reason for this is available. It is possible that they 
preferred to attend a school which was predominantly Hispanic; the city school 
in the area (First Ward, later Longfellow) served a notably more Anglo 
population.

Santa Barbara/Martineztown has been a distinct and somewhat isolated 
community ever since its founding in the mid-nineteenth century as a satellite 
of the 1706 villa of Albuquerque. The first settlers moved directly east of 
the villa to the edge of the valley (all the good valley land had been 
claimed) and built their adobe homes next to the sandhills on the edge of the 
Rio Grande flood plain. The settlement was separated from the villa by nearly 
two miles of vacant land and swamps. In 1880 the Atlantic and Pacific 
Railroad ran its tracks down the east side of the valley, creating New Town 
only a mile southwest of Santa Barbara/Martineztown, yet increasing the 
community's physical separation from the valley settlements. On the north, 
the old Santa Barbara Cemetery and the twentieth century Mt. Calvary Cemetery 
discouraged residential settlement. On the south, the early twentieth century 
establishment of St. Joseph's Sanitorium for T.B. patients and the earlier 
First Ward School created an institutional boundary. On the east the 
community would be cut off by the steep slopes of the sandhills from the 
twentieth century suburbs up on the east mesa. All these factors remain 
substantially in place today; the location of an interstate highway along the 
sandhills in the early 1960s - even this recently the area was undeveloped - 
increased the physical isolation of the community.

Although a combination of geography and manmade factors kept the community 
from being physically overwhelmed by Albuquerque's growth after the railroad 
came, residents still had to grapple with the changes in work and life style 
brought by the railroad and proliferating from the nearby railroad New Town. 
The proximity of the energetic new industries in the New Town inevitably drew 
Santa Barbara/Martineztown residents to new kinds of work, gradually replacing 
farming and stock raising as the major occupations. By 1910 many residents 
worked at the railroad shops, the wool scouring mills, and the lumber mill. 
Many who did not work in these industries held such "urban" jobs as 
housekeeper, barber, photographer, and dressmaker.
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The county schools, first established at the turn of the century, were an 
important and paradoxical element in the gradual urbanization of Albuquerque's 
outlying farming communities, providing not only a center of community life, 
but also the skills which would enable students to leave the community. Not 
long after 1900, population in Santa Barbara/Martineztown was high enough to 
warrant a county school (exact population figures cannot be determined since 
census data in this area were divided among several enumeration districts 
until 1960).

The land on which the school was built had its roots deep in the history 
of Santa Barbara/Martineztown. In the nineteenth century it was part of over 
43 acres owned by Jose Antonio Martin and Petronila Candelaria de Martin. 
Jose Antonio was one of the sons of Jose Rafael Martin who reportedly 
initiated settlement in the area; he is recorded as buying land in "el llano," 
as the area was often called, in 1834. Several descendents of Rafael Martin 
still live in Santa Barbara/Martineztown. Jose Antonio Martin died in 1892; 
Petronila Martin's will - made in 1900, just before her death - divided the 
land among their five children, Vicente, Juan, Francisco, Jose, and 
Manuelita. Juan sold part of his portion in 1906 to Louis Springer who sold 
it only four months later to School District #13. Springer could well have 
heard of the county's plans for a new school from his in-law, Jesus Romero, a 
member of the County School Board.

The original Santa Barbara school building was probably built in 1908, 
since by 1909 land transfer records on adjoining properties indicate that a 
school building had been built on the site. It was typical of the early 
county schools, later decried as "squalid adobe shacks." Analysis of the 
existing school shows that the foundations and walls of the original building 
are still in place, indicating that it was a two-room adobe building with a 
stone foundation. This original building was expanded five times during only 
the next twenty two years.

Much of the impetus and direction for improving and expanding the school 
came from Atanasio Montoya, who served as Bernalillo County Superintendent of 
Schools from 1912 to 1919 and again from 1923 through 1926. Montoya was 
widely acknowledged as the moving force behind the modernization of the county 
schools. As an article in the 1914 Albuquerque Morning Journal put it: "Mr. 
Montoya has brought the schools out of the old one room adobe shacks into new 
modern, well lighted, convenient, sanitary brick buildings, costing thousands 
of dollars where the old ones cost hundreds." The only other remaining school 
known to have been built during Mr. Montoya's superintendency is the Armijo 
School in the South Valley. The Armijo School (placed on NR 9/16/82) exhibits 
an important early stage of Bernalillo County school architecture, but lacks 
the size and the notable Mission Style elements found at Santa Barbara.

Atanasio Montoya was born in Casa Colorado, New Mexico in 1875, went to 
public schools and the University of New Mexico, graduating from the normal
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school. He taught at UNM for six years and then studied law before being 
elected County School Superintendent in 1911. He spoke not only English and 
Spanish, but also knew Latin, German, French, and Italian. After his work in 
Bernalillo County, he became State Superintendent of Public Instruction. He 
died in 1935.

The small original building grew to the east sometime between 1908 and 
1919 with the addition of one more classroom and a teacher's room. Plans 
drawn by local architect E. H. Morris dated 1919 show a third expansion (Phase 
3 in physical description) which created the central double-loaded corridor 
still evident today. A major new large room was added on the south with a 
folding door placed to create two classrooms if needed. The L-shaped 
configuration in this design is very similar to that of the current Armijo 
School.

According to the article cited above, Superintendent Montoya designed many 
of his schools, but in this case, for unknown reasons, an architect was hired 
to do Phase 3 and possibly Phase 4. Possibly Norris was hired because in 1919 
Montoya was leaving the superintendency. However, the Superintendent's 
emphasis on light and air ("there is not a dark room in any of the buildings; 
ceilings in all cases are twelve feet above the floor . . . This is to 
provide plenty of air") is clearly seen in the middle phases of growth at 
Santa Barbara. Another physical feature insisted on by Mr. Montoya and found 
at Santa Barbara is the folding partition --"so arranged that two or more 
rooms can be thrown into one on those occasions so dear to the youngsters when 
there are 'exhibitions' and father and mother come to see their little ones 
perform."

Phase Four was probably built in 1924 after Montoya was reelected as 
County Superintendent. It also incorporated several features he reportedly 
demanded in school architecture. This phase created a solid rectangular 
building, added the stage, created the Mission style parapet, probably added 
the boiler and boiler room, and increased the number of windows, replacing the 
existing windows and adding the skylight in the hall. A 1924 Albuquerque 
Morning Journal article on county school modernization includes a picture of 
the modernized school showing its distinctive parapet. It reported:

Last year five teachers were crowded in four rooms and the hallway in the 
Santa Barbara School, one teacher being forced to conduct classes in the 
hall because of the rapidly increasing enrollment. This year there are 
eight rooms in addition to the hall. Two of the rooms are arranged so 
that the partition can be lifted and an assembly hall be made of the two 
rooms. The building has electric lights and steam heat and has city water 
connections.

The article also notes that the addition cost $16,500 and that the school then 
had 240 pupils. After a discussion of the windows - "an outstanding feature
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common to all the schools in the district," which allows for "light all coming 
from one side of the room in accordance with what has been proved to be the 
best arrangement for conserving the eyes of the pupils," the article 
triumphantly concludes:

The high standard of the valley schools of the county has been made 
possible through a policy of consolidation carried out by 
Superintendent A. Montoya.

Since the 1914 Morning Journal article noted that Montoya mandated 
ceilings be "of metal in all cases," Phase 5 of Santa Barbara may also have 
been added during his tenure as superintendent. Metal ceilings are found in 
rooms built during this phase as well as in those rooms added in Phases 2, 3, 
and 4. This would mean that the last phase was probably built before 1926 
when Montoya left the position. This dating is supported by a circa 1925 
photograph showing the school with the arched rear entry and flat roof 
identified in the architectural analysis as part of Phase 5. The photo also 
suggests that Phase 5 had been recently added: Phase 4 is stuccoed while Phase 
5 is exposed brick.

The last addition (Phase 6), remembered by former students as being built 
in 1930, appears in a 1932 aerial photograph. It added three large classrooms 
which also featured the large windows felt to be necessary for "conserving the 
eyes of the pupils." Unlike most of the earlier phases, it was built of 
concrete block. Its flat roof extended that of Phase 5. Designers for Phases 
5 and 6 are unknown.

The designer of the 1919 addition, Elson Harvey Morris, was born in Ohio 
in 1865 and worked as an architect in Albuquerque from 1913 to 1931. Nothing 
is known of his training, except a remembrance by another local architect that 
Morris was trained as a carpenter and builder. This story is given credence 
by the fact that he first worked as a foreman for a construction company 
1913-1915. In 1915 he opened his own one-man office. Buildings designed by 
him include the old library at the University of New Mexico (placed on NR 
9/22/88 as the Art Annex), the Harwood Girls School, 7th and Granite NW 
(placed on NR 8/12/81) and the Longfellow School and Methodist Sanatorium 
(both demolished).

The curvilinear parapet, seen on many of the county schools built under 
Atanasio Montoya, was a popular design feature on these schools, usually 
placed over the entry. Similar entry parapets were also featured in designs 
prepared for the Territorial Superintendent of Public Education in 1909 (Pratt 
and Snow). The parapet at Santa Barbara is more extensive than those shown in 
photographs of other county schools or on the 1909 designs. Since Norris's 
Spanish ME Church, 524 Gold SW, Albuquerque and his Methodist Sanitorium 
buildings (all demolished) featured extensive use of such Mission style 
parapets, he may have designed Phase Four as well as Phase Three.
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The growth of county school enrollment which spurred the physical 
expansion of schools such as Santa Barbara must be credited to Atanasio 
Montoya, since in 1912 there were only 1309 students in the county schools. 
Two years later 2100 children were in school. Besides designing most of the 
county schools built during his years in office, Mr. Montoya increased the 
number of school years offered from six to eight, lengthened the school term, 
increased the number of teachers and raised the average teaching wage.

Another educator closely associated with Santa Barbara was its principal 
of thirty years, Adolfo C. Gonzales. Mr. Gonzales was born and raised in the 
Atrisco area south of Albuquerque. He, and his brother Hilario, served the 
Bernalillo County Schools for their entire lives, first as teachers and then 
as principals; Adolfo also served the state as a regent of the University of 
New Mexico.

Adolfo Gonzales studied at Menaul School, a private Presbyterian boys' 
school, located a mile north of Santa Barbara/Martineztown at Edith and 
Menaul. He then trained at the normal school in Las Vegas, New Mexico and at 
the University of New Mexico. During his teaching career he continued his 
educational study in the summers, travelling to New Mexico State University in 
Las Cruces, the University of Southern California and the University of 
California at Los Angeles among others.

He began his teaching career in 1916 in Los Padillas, a small farming 
community in Albuquerque's South Valley. "When I started at Los Padillas we 
had only three teachers, and I soon married one of them." (Albuq. Tribune, 
10/1/70) He married Inez Gonzales (no relation) in August 19T7IHe served a 
brief stint as a trumpet player in a regimental band at Fort Sam Houston, San 
Antonio, but soon returned to teaching. Inez and Frank had one son, Adolfo 
Frank Gonzales. After five years at Los Padillas, the senior Gonzales spent 
two years at another Bernalillo County school, Griegos-Candelaria in 
Albuquerque's North Valley. In the fall of 1924 he began his 30 years at 
Santa Barbara.

Students remember Mr. Gonzales as strict but "very nice" and always 
interested in his students. One student remembers being spanked, another 
remembers his teaching map reading skills up on the sandhills behind the 
school. Several students remember Mr. Gonzales' coaching of the athletic 
teams, particularly the basketball and track teams. Athletic rivalry between 
the county schools was intense. Competition was strongest in basketball and 
especially so when Santa Barbara played Los Duranes, where Hilario Gonzales, 
Adolfo's brother, was principal. Joe Herrera, who has lived in the Santa 
Barbara area most of his life, recalls that Mr. Gonzales gave him special 
training in running track and that he helped many parents, especially with 
reading and writing English. Mr. Gonzales 1 son recalls that his father would
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buy shoes for those children whose lack of shoes prevented them from coming to 
school. In the 1950's, after the county and city schools merged, he was 
instrumental in introducing shop training into the elementary school 
curriculum, feeling that the schools must meet the needs of children who were 
unable to go on to college.

In 1935, Governor Clyde Tingley named Mr. Gonzales to the University of 
New Mexico Board of Regents. Serving as Secretary for part of his twelve year 
tenure as a Regent, he helped guide the University through years of great 
change: a federal government investment of over $1,600,000 for buildings, 
student aid, faculty research and housing; a dramatic (over 600% during the 
1930s) increase in the number of students, and coordination of several war 
effort-related projects. In recognition of his services, the University 
presented him with an award which noted that "His unselfish dedication to the 
responsibilities of his office has been a continuing source of strength."

When Mr. Gonzales retired from the public schools in 1954, his Santa 
Barbara teachers brought together hundreds of former students to wish him 
farewell, creating "one of the biggest crowds visiting in recent years." 
(Albuquerque Tribune, 5/26/54) The article noted:

Life at Santa Barbara will be different without Mr. 
Gonzales. Children pop eagerly into his office with little 
formality, telling him of their latest adventures or 
successes. "Oh such children," he exclaimed as he herded 
half a dozen into the hall, but the twinkle in his eye 
revealed his true personality -- that of the educator who 
has devoted his life to helping youngsters.

When Adolfo Gonzales died in 1970, he was again lauded by the 
educational community. Albuquerque Public Schools Superintendent Tom 
Wylie described him as a "wonderful friend and outstanding school man and 
citizen. He was greatly respected by all who worked with him." The 
Albuquerque Tribune obituary noted:

"Mr. Gonzales knew his community as a teacher and was always 
interested in the Martineztown House of Neighborly Service. Three of 
his Santa Barbara teachers . . . taught with him for more than 20 
years. He was an unsuccessful candidate for county superintendent in 
1926 and later said he was glad he didn't win because it might have 
taken him away from teaching."
By the mid-fifties, the Santa Barbara School community had long since 

stopped growing; Albuquerque's explosive postwar growth was all taking place 
up on the once desolate east mesa. As Mr. Gonzales noted upon his
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retirement in 1954, "We are bounded by the sand hills, cemetery and growing 
industrial areas. In addition, many of our young people move into newer 
parts of the city. Our last need for expansion was 20 years ago." (AT 
5/26/54). Population in the area apparently began to drop during the 
Depression, although precise figures for Santa Barbara are hard to 
determine, since figures for the area were merged with those of several 
census districts. Between 1930 and 1940 it appears that the number of 
school age (5-14) children in the Santa Barbara area dropped from 232 to 
139. The drop in enrollment happily meant that the public schools did not 
need to demolish and replace - or drastically remodel - the 1930 building to 
accommodate large numbers of students.

By 1952 the teaching staff at Santa Barbara had been reduced to two 
kindergarten teachers, one teacher each for second through fifth grades, two 
teachers in sixth grade and a shop teacher who worked half time at Santa 
Barbara and half time at Longfellow School, only a mile away. Between 1960 
and 1970 the number of school-aged children in census tract 20, which 
includes both the Santa Barbara area and a similar area to the south served 
by another elementary school, dropped nearly 50 percent from 822 to 436. 
The Albuquerque Public Schools, which had taken over the County schools in 
1947, closed the school completely in 1971. The school district continued 
to use the building for nearly twenty years after its closure as a special 
education and services center. In 1986 the school was vacated and in 1988, 
at the request of the Santa Barbara neighborhood, the City purchased it and 
is currently developing plans to re-use it for senior apartments and senior 
services, and as a community meeting place.
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The following information is the same for all photographs listed:

Name of Property: Santa Barbara School
City and State: Albuquerque, New Mexico
Photographer: James A. Caufield
Date: November, 1988
Negative: on file with: City of Albuquerque

Redevelopment Division
P.O. Box I293
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87 102

1. View looking east showing west (front) facade of building.

2. View looking northeast showing south facade of building.

3. View looking north showing south building entrances.

4. View looking northwest showing nonsignificant supplementary 
classroom building (foreground), south facade of school 
(background).

5. View looking west showing east facade of building.

6. View looking southeast showing north facade of building.

7. Interior view looking west at folding doors, room 13.

8. Interior view looking east showing former stage and infilled 
wall, room 13.

9. Interior view looking east showing detail of baseboard and 
edge of stage at infilled wall, room 13.

10. Interior view looking west showing center hall and west entry 
doors, room 9.

I I. Interior view looking north showing transom and door casing 
detail, door 16.

12. Interior view looking north showing transom and door casing 
detail, door 37.

13. Interior view looking south showing typical 3 ganged window 
unit, window 16.
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