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Built 1812-14 by Barrum Bobo, prosperous member of an influential
Union County family, the Cross Keys House is a fine example of Georgian
Colonial in Common Bond brickwork. Located on a knoll, the tall house
with two full stories plus attic and basement is an area landmark.
Gabled roof with identical pairs of end chimmneys; five symgtrically
spaced, unshuttered windows on either side of dotible doors which are
protected by massive, raised first-story portico. White Tuscan columns
at front and engaged columns at rear support portico and triangular
pediment. Between each pair of end chimneys, a date stone is placed
beneath the gable. On one of these is carved the date of house's
completion (1814), original owner's initials (B.B.), and crossed keys
thought to be the insignia of the builder. (Barrum Bobo is said to
have been a ship's purser).

There is much beautiful carving in wainscoting, molding, and

mantel.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Located at the intersection of the 0ld Buncombe Road and
01d Ninety-Six Road (also known as 0ld Piedmont Stage Road), the
Cross Keys House, center of a large and prosperous plantation,
provided a welcome stop for travelers. An advertisement for the sale
of Cross Keys in the Columbia Telescope, September 1,1838 tells of
advantageous location: "Persons wishing to connect merchandizing and
tavern-keeping with farming and planting, would not find a situation
better suited to the business in the upcountry South Carolina."

As early as 1809, a post office was established at Cross Keys under
the supervision of George Gordon, the first postmaster. Two old
milestones indicating distance to Union"12 M." and Columbia "68-."
remain in front of house as evidence of early highway system.

Tradition supported by diaries holds that Jefferson Davis, his
cabinet and military escort dined here on their flight from Richmond.
The group included General Ferguson of Mississippi, Generals Dibrell
and Faughan of Tennessee, Colonel W.C.P. Breckinridge and General
Basil Duke of Kentucky, General John C. Breckinridge, cavalry
commander, and General Bragg, senior General of the Army (Lee, Johnston
and Beauregard having surrendered).

The Cross Keys House will be marked by the South Carolina
Department of Archives and history as an historic site on the
Jefferson Davis Trail, a stop which immediately preceeds Davis' final
Council of War at Abbeville.

Architecturally, the cross Keys House is significant as brilliant
example of Georgian Colonial with beautiful interior hand carving.
Also extensive collection of antique furniture, china, glass, silver
and family daguerreotypes of the present owners who have lived in the
house for at least three generations. Since completion in 1814, the
Cross Keys House has been continuously occupied. The South Carolina
Department of Archives also has scheduled an historic marker which

will be erected at Cross Keys.to tell the history of the house and
its owners.
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