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lli^i9Ili^_ll§ffl§____._..______Bigelow/Ben Lomond Hotel 

other jiamiej/jy.^

2. Location

street & number

Ogden

state Utah code cJ2MSty_ _Weber

N/A _jn,pt i_for L publication

code 057 zip code 84401

Ownership of Property

_K_ private

__ public-local

__«_ public-State 

__ public-Federal

Category of Property

__x_ builditig(s)

___ district

___ site

__ structure

__ object

Name of related multiple property listing: 

N/A

No. of Resources within Property

contributing non  contributing

_ 1__ 1^ buildings

___ ___ sites

___ ___ structures

___ ______ objects

! Total

No. of contributing resources 
previously listed in the 
National Register _ _ -0-



As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, 
as amended, I hereby certify that this _x_nomination ___request for determination 
of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property _x_meets 
__ does not meet the National Register criteria. __ See continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property 
criteria. See continuation sheet.

meets __does not meet the National Register

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau

Date

I, hereby, certify that this property is:

_V_ entered in the National Register. 
_____ See continuation sheet

__ determined eligible for the National 
Register. __ See continuation sheet

__ determined not eligible for the 
National Register.

__ removed from the National Register. 

__ other, (explain:) ________________

Signature of the Keeper Date

6. Functions or Use
Historic Functions 
(enter categories from instructions)

Domestic: hotel

^ 
restaurant

Current Functions
(enter categories from instructions)

Domestic: hotel
_,._.Commerce: professiona 1 offices, rgtg.il 

stores, restaurant



7 ..
Architectural Classification Materials 
(enter categories from instructions) (enter categories from instructions)

foundation Concrete: reinforced
Early 20th^ Centujry ReyiyaJLL,^ walls Coricretei_rei/nf..__structura 1 frame^

Br i ck, Ter r a Cot t a^ _ _ _______ 
roof ____unknown____________________ 
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Historic Appearance:
The Bigelow/Ben Lomond Hotel, constructed in 1927 and extensively renovated in 

the 1980s, is a three-part commercial block with a four-story rectangular base, 
nine-story upper ell and a two-story tower at the nexus of the ell. The hotel was 
built with a reinforced concrete skeletal frame infilled with hollow clay tile and 
veneered with pressed brick. Designed in Early 20th Century Revival styling of an 
eclectic Italian Renaissance mode, the exterior featured ornamental terra cotta 
along the four-story facade of the base, the upper story of the ell and the tower. 
The flat roofs were trimmed with ballustrades on parapet walls. Window types 
varied from the fixed, round and segmentally-arched storefronts at the street 
level, to double-hung sash windows in tall, flat-arched bays in the upper eleven 
stories. While the north and west elevations (facing 25th Street and Washington 
Blvd., respectively) were highly ornamented, the south and east "rear" elevations 
were plain, consisting only of rectangular window bays in unrelieved brick walls.

The hotel's floor plan was arranged to provide 350 guest rooms in the ell, 
plus dining space for 1000 seats, ballrooms, meeting and display rooms, lounges, 
restrooms, retail shops and a bank, all located in the four-story base. Support 
functions such as kitchens, food storage, laundry, and mechanical areas were 
located in the basement. The two-story tower was designed as a penthouse residence 
for the Bigelow family.-'-'

The interior of the hotel featured an eclectic variety of exotic decors, 
especially in the public spaces. The Coffee Shop was decorated in an Arabian mode 
while the main ballroom exhibited Roman motifs. A smaller ballroom was called the 
Spanish Room because of its Mediterranean furnishings. One dining room had 
Japanese decor, while the ladies parlor relied on a Georgian theme and Adamesque 
detail. The English Room displayed rich oak paneling and the Shakespeare Room was 
lined with hand-painted mural. Ornamental plasterwork and terra cotta existed 
throughout the interior. A period interest in luxury, sophistication, variety and 
exotic cultures was clearly apparent.2

Current Appearance:
The exterior of the Bigelow/Ben Lomond Hotel retains its overall architectural 

integrity. Some adverse alterations of street-level commercial windows in the 
1970s were remedied by more compatible modifications during a major renovation in 
the 1980s. Deteriorated windows were replaced with units of similar design and 
materials. Flags and canvas awnings were placed over the street-level, arched 
windows and two new metal canopies were installed on either side of the southwest 
corner of the hotel. Narrow, vertical stair towers that extend to the full height 
of the building were attached to both the south and east elevations. Both have 
plain stuccoed exteriors.

x See continuation sheet
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The interior public spaces in the four-story base remain intact, although the 
bank space has been re-partitioned and the main lobby has had its shops and 
reception areas modified. Much of the interior has been repainted and many of the 
original light fixtures are not longer extant. The eleven floors in the ell have 
experienced significant floor plan changes to accommodate fewer but larger living 
units and offices. This renovation was part of a certified tax project.

A three-story motel addition was attached to the east side of the building c. 
1957. It is an ell-shaped, flat-roofed, brick and concrete structure with 
ground-level parking beneath two stories of motel units. Though its utilitarian 
design does not complement the hotel, it does not significantly detract from it 
either. The motel is located on the least visible of the hotel's facades, the east 
side or rear, and the open court formed by the ell faces away from the hotel. 
There is no interior connection between the hotel and the motel section, though the 
motel functioned as an annex to the hotel (and still does).

A low, two-level parking garage was built adjacent to the southeast corner of 
the hotel in the early 1960s. This garage, which obscures none of the original 
elevations, is a non-contributing building on the property.



8 .Statement. of
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to 
other properties: ____jriationally ______statewide x locally

Applicable National Register Criteria _x___A 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ______A

Areas of Significance
(enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

____Commerce____________________ 1927-33 1927 
Architecture

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder

__JJ/A_________________________ Agj^y^^tsi ̂Jlf^S^QTlt^I^^JLj^t^^.M^^^BgJ1̂ 1!^
Sons

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and 
areas and periods of significance noted above.

Constructed in 1927, the Bigelow/Ben Lomond Hotel is both architecturally and 
historically significant. Architecturally, it is an excellent and rare example of 
the Italian Renaissance Revival style in Utah, which was popular in America in the 
1920s but seldom employed in Utah. The building is also the most notable example 
of the hotel type in Ogden. No other hotel in the history of the city has exceeded 
the Bigelow/Ben Lomond in size (number of rooms), height or elegance. The hotel is 
also a significant work of the Ogden/Salt Lake City architectural firm of Hodgson 
and McClenahan. That firm designed a number of architectural landmarks in Ogden, 
ranging from the Egytian Revival style Peery's Egyptian Theatre to three major Art 
Deco buildings- Ogden High School, the City and County Building, and the Regional 
Forest Service Building--to several Prairie School houses in the Eccles Avenue 
Historic District (all National Register properties). The Italian Renaissance 
Revival style Bigelow/Ben Lomond Hotel is yet another example of their 
architectural versatility and proficiency. The hotel is historically significant 
for its association with Ogden City's 1920s era of growth. This building, the 
tallest and most lavishly designed structure in the city, symbolizes that period of 
optimism and economic development.

The Bigelow ranks as one of the three most architecturally significant hotels 
built in Utah's historic period. The others, the Hotel Utah (built 1909-11 with 
500 rooms) and the Newhouse Hotel (built 1911-14 with 400 rooms), both in the 
state's capitol, Salt Lake City, have been converted to a new use and razed, 
respectively. Of the "Big 3" grand hotels from Utah's 1900-1920s "boom" era only 
the Bigelow retains its original commercial and residential uses. Like the Hotel 
Utah, it also retains much of its architectural integrity.

x See continuation sheet
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At the time of the Bigelow Hotel's construction, Ogden was Utah's second 
largest city with a population of 45,000. Its growth prior to 1900 depended on its 
importance as a railroad and agricultural center. Nineteenth-century visitors to 
Ogden were accommodated in several small hotels, the largest of which was the Reed 
Hotel, a five story brick and stone structure built in 1891 on the site later to be 
occupied by the Bigelow Hotel. Considered to be one of the finest hotels in the 
West at the time, the Reed Hotel came into the hands of H. C. Bigelow and his Ogden 
State Bank in 1916. It was his son, prominent businessman and conservationist, A. 
P. Bigelow, who determined in 1926 to raze the Reed and replace it with a modern, 
"fireproof," first-class hotel. 3

Illinois born, University of Wisconsin-educated, A. P. Bigelow was co-founder 
and president of the Ogden State Bank (housed in the hotel) and the Bigelow Hotel. 
He was associated with a large number of major industrial, business, fish, game, 
and water conservation enterprises in Utah. He served as president of such groups 
as Utah Power and Light Co., Utah Taxpayer's Association, Weber River Water Users 
Association, among others.

The construction of the Bigelow Hotel in 1927 culminated a 25-year period of 
considerable growth and expansion in Ogden. Perhaps more than any other building, 
the Bigelow, still the city's highest building, symbolized the high water mark in 
Ogden's development, a zenith which ended with the depression of 1929-36 and which 
has never been approached in Ogden since.

B'ollowing the completion of the trans- continental railroad at Promontory 
(northwest of Ogden) in 1869, Ogden became the region's leading railroad center. 
Called the "Junction City," Ogden at one time hosted as many as eight railroad 
companies, including the Union Pacific, Southern Pacific, Denver & Rio Grande, 
Oregon Shortline, Utah Central and Bamberger lines. In the early twentieth 
century, Ogden established itself as the Intermountain West's leader in 
manufacturing, jobbing, commerce, and transportation. Important secondary 
industries included livestock and agriculture, tourism and conventions, and 
government agencies. Paralleling this growth was a building boom which affected 
all building types, especially hotel construction.^

Despite the construction of several small-~to~medium sized hotels and 
apartments in the early twentieth century, the mid-1920s brought a community demand 
for a single grand hotel and convention center "to further the city's industrial 
and commercial prosperity." Built at a period of peak capital influx, the Bigelow 
reflects the community's economic optimism, it sense of civic opulence, and its 
fervid booster spirit.^

In 1926, self-described "Boosting Circles" and A. P. Bigelow came to an 
agreement to construct a community-backed luxury hotel to be operated by Bigelow. 
Within months a new corporation with 300 stockholders and a board of directors 
consisting of leading business figures was formed. 6
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The Ogden/Salt Lake City architectural firm of Hodgson and McClenahan was 
commissioned to prepare construction documents for the hotel. The city's most 
prolific architects, the firm designed several impressive structures which would 
eventually be listed on the National Register of Historic Places. (See below for a 
more detailed description of the firm.)

Within a year the impressive structure was complete, and its exuberantly and 
voluptuously eclectic style was a monument to the taste and business mentality of 
the time. Visitors were to be overwhelmed by the sophistication of Ogden*s 
showplace, which included a coffee shop in the Arabian style, a ballroom that 
incorporated features from a palace in Florence and a meeting room for 
businessmen's clubs done in the "atmosphere of old Spain." The English Room was 
done completely in old paneling, and is an adaptation of a room in Bromley Castle, 
England. The Shakespeare Room, with its fine murals, was intended to be the 
cultural highlight, "One can almost hear the screeching of the witches in 'Macbeth 1 
when he looks upon the walls of the Shakespeare Room, so excellent is the work of 
Le Conte Stewart, Utah artist. (The Le Conte Stewart murals are now in the 
possession of the North Davis Art Society.) The Georgian Room, with its Adamesque 
ornamentation, and strategically located across the mezzanine from a "splendid" 
ladies rest room, was "as feminine as one could imagine a room to be."^

Ogden considered its new premier hotel "a fit home for presidents, kings, and 
emperors." There was no doubt that the Bigelow as a serious competitor with the 
Hotel Utah in Salt Lake City for the title of the state's leading hotel. In 1927, 
the hotel was briefly the center of national attention during a convention of 
Western Democrats which resulted in the creation of a Western States "Smith for 
President" association. This signaled to national Democratic leaders the existence 
of a national constituency for Alfred E. Smith and was instrumental in the 
selection of Smith as Democratic standard bearer in the 1928 presidential 
election.8

In 1933, the name of the hotel was changed to the Ben Lomond when the property 
was acquired by Marriner S. Eccles, shortly to become Roosevelt's Secretary of the 
Treasury. After passing through the hands of various corporations representing 
Eccles family interest, the hotel was acquired in 1965 by Woodbury Corporation of 
Salt Lake City. Subsequently, in 1977, it was acquired by Weber County to house 
administrative services. In the mid~1980s, the hotel was obtained and 
rehabilitated by Ben Lomond Suites, Ltd., and Ogden company.9

The hotel's period of significance extends from its construction in 1927 
through the first change of ownership in 1933. At that time the name was changed 
to the Ben Lomond Hotel, under which it operated for over 40 years. Though the 
hotel is still an architectural landmark in the city and is still playing a 
significant role in the central business district, its historical period of
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significance is best defined by its date of construction (1927) and the transition 
to its more permanent identity as the Ben Lomond Hotel in 1933.

The architectural firm of Hodgson and McClenahan was the premier architectural 
firm in Ogden during the early decades of the twentieth century and was prominent 
on a statewide and regional basis as well. Leslie S. Hodgson, born in Utah in 
1879, learned the building trades from his father then received architectural 
training from two of Utah's most prominent architects, Richard Kletting and Samuel 
S. Dallas, both of Salt Lake City. Hodgson gained his architect's license in 1904, 
then in 1905 worked for several months in the San Diego, California, office of 
Hebbard and Gill. He returned to Utah in 1906 and established an architectural 
partnership with Julius A. Smith in Ogden. That partnership dissolved in 1910. 
Leslie Hodgson and Myrl McCLenahan formed their partnership in 1919, though 
McClenahan had worked for Hodgson previously, beginning in 1912. The partnership 
lasted until McClenahan's death in 1940.

Hodson and McClenahan produced some of Ogden's finest and most diverse 
architecture. Hodgson designed a number of Prairie School style houses in the 
Eccles Avenue subdivision (National Register historic district) in the 1910s. The 
firm designed the elaborate Egyptian Revival style Peery's Egyptian Theatre in 
1927, which was the same time they were working on the Italian Renaissance Revival 
style Bigelow Hotel. In the 1930s came three excellent examples of the Art Deco 
style the Regional Forest Service Building, Ogden High School, and the City and 
County Building all located in Ogden and all listed in the National Register. 
These three buildings are the finest examples of the Art Deco style in Utah. The 
firm also designed a number of other public buildings and schools in Utah and the 
Intermountain West. However, their best work, among which the Bigelow/Ben Lomond 
Hotel can be counted, was done in Ogden. "

Notes

Hotel architectural plans, 1926-27, Hodgson and McClenahan.

^Keeler * s Pacific Coa^J^^ , "Hotel Bigelow Souvenir Edition," 
San Francisco, California, Dec. 24, 1927.

3Tbid.

h 
"3-Story Apartment Buildings in Ogden, 1908-1928," National Register of
Historic Places nomination form, Alien D. Roberts, et al., 1987.
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op. cit.

6 Ibid. 

7 Ibid.

8Richard C. Roberts and Richard W. Sadler, Osden, The Junction City, 1985. 

Ownership records, Weber County Recorder's Office.

^Architects B'ile, Utah State Historic Preservation Office. In particular, 
see Teddy Fulmer, "The Hodgsons: Two Generations of Utah Building," (unpublished 
manuscript, 1980).



9 . Major B References

x See continuation sheet

Previous documentation on file (NFS): 
____preliminary determination of

individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested 

__jpreviously listed in the National
Register 

___previously determined eligible by
the National Register 

___designated a National Historic
Landmark 

___recorded by Historic American
Buildings Survey # __________ 

recorded by Historic American
Engineering Record i

Primary location of additional data:
x State. Historic preservation office 
___Other State agency

x
Federal agency 
Local government 
JJniversity 
Other

Specify repository:
SHPO's file (with Barbara Murphy) 
Owner * s_^f jJLe (with Gheney

10. <3jj.ographigal Data
Acreage of property JLj^jagres,

UTM References
A 1/2 4/1/8/7/4/0 4/5/6/3/4/8/0 B _/_ 

Zone Easting Northing Zone

C / i I I I I ////// D/

Easting 

/ / / / /

Northing

See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description 

Tax #: 87-044-3874

x See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary is the current legal description of the property that has historically 
been associated with the building.

See continuation sheet

11. Form JPrepjired

name/title All en D. Robert s, Arch i tec t./. Arch i t e c tu r a 1 H i s t o r i an

organization Cooper/Roberts Architects, AIA date November 14, 1989 

street & number 20J!J(fejst_J30j)Jtl^^ telephone 801 355-5915______ 

city or town Salt Lake City_____________ state Utah zip code 84103
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Major^ gib^^

Irvin Keeler, "Keeler's Pacific Coast Hotel Weekly," "Hotel Bigelow Souvenir 
Edition," San Francisco, California, Dec. 24, 1927.

Milton R. Hunter, editor and compiler, Benejath jBen .Lomond*s Peak, Weber County 
D.U.P., Ogden, Utah, 1947.

Richard C. Roberts and Richard W. Sadler, Ogden, The Junction City, Windsor 
Publishing, Inc., Northridge, California, 1985.

Alien D. Roberts et. al., "3-Story Apartment Buildings in Ogden, 1908-1928," 
National Register of Historic Places registration form," at Utah S.H.P.O. Office, 
Salt Lake City, Utah.

Hodgson and McClenahan, Architects, 1927 architectural plans, in possession of Ben 
Lomond Suites, Ltd., Ogden, Utah.

Ogden Standard_Jxaminer, August 30, 1979.
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PARCEL 1:
A part of Lots 5 and 6, Block 17, Plat "A" of Ogden City Survey: Beginning at 
the Northwest corner of said Lot 6, and running thence South 0*38* West 200.0 
feet; thence South 89*02* East 4.5 feet; thence North 0*58* East 100.0 feet; 
thence North 89*02* West 164.0 feet to the place of beginning.

TOGETHER WITH an easement granted by Ogden City, a municipal corporation, In 
that certain "Grant of Easements" executed March 5, 1927, and recorded in Book 
107 of Deeds, at Page 365, in the office of the Recorder of Weber County, Utah, 
to maintain and continue in existence (so long as the "building" referred to 
therein shall stand) those certain encroachments on, over, and under the 
sidewalks on 25th Street from the Northwest corner of said Lot 6 East 164 feet, 
and on Washington Avenue from said Northwest corner of said Lot 6 South 103.5 
feet, the exact location of said easement being more particularly described in 
said Grant of Easements.

PARCEL 2:
An easement and related rights and obligations for parking purposes (herein 
referred to as the "Parking Easement ") granted in that certain "Parking 
Easement Deed" recorded concurrently herewith, which Parking Easewent affects 
the following-described real property:

A Part of Lots 5 and 6, Block 17, Plat "A" of Ogden City, Survey: Beginning at 
a point 68.0 feet South 0*58* West and 159.5 feet South 89*02* East from the 
Northwest corner of said Lot 5 and running thence North 0*58* East 100.0 feet; 
thence South 89*02* East 112.80 feet to the West line of Ogden Avenue; thence 
along said West line the following two courses: South 14*50* East 67.55 feet 
and South 0*58* West 64.0 feet to a point North 0*58* East 35.0 feet from the 
Southeast corner of said Lot 5; thence North 89*02* West 131.19 feet; thence 
North 0*58* East 29.0 feet to the point of beginning.

(doc. 0931p)


