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The Bay Settlement Church, Cemetery, and Monument are located on a hill 
on approximately four (4) acres of land among scattered pine and cedar 
trees. The cemetery, now enclosed by a modern twentieth century 
fence, is the site of a fifteen (15) foot stone Civil War monument, 
commemorating Bay Settlement area dead, as well as approximately 
100 other ancient markers. A one-eighth mile stretch of gravel road 
leads from the cemetery to the Bay Settlement Church constructed 
in 1873. A rectangle measuring approximately 30 feet by 40 feet, 
the typical gable-roofed rural church is constructed of 6 inch white 
painted clapboard. Its foundation is cut limestone laid in random 
ashlar. Corners are trimmed with slim corner boards and the 9/6 
light windows with simply ornamented wood lintels.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

From the early 1840 f s to the 1870's, a small pioneer community known 
as the Bay Settlement developed in Milo Township of Delaware County, 
A church and school were established there and, in 1862, a post office 
was opened. Today only the church and cemetery remain.

These nominated properties are historically significant in three major 
respects:

1. The cemetery area contains one of the earliest monuments ever erected 
by citizens in Iowa to honor their Civil War dead.* The monument 
was placed there in late August, 1865, and bears the names of 
fourteen fallen soldiers that had enlisted from this locality, 2

2. The pioneer people of this settlement reputedly held the first 
Memorial Day service conducted in Iowa when the monument was 
dedicated in August, 1865. 3 Services were repeated on each May 3.0th 
thereafter; the dedication occurred two years before General John 
A. Logan, Commander-in-Chief of the Grant Army of the Republic, 
established the official custom of decorating Civil War graves 
in May, 1868. 4

3. The church grounds mark the site of the first Free Baptist Church 
to be organized in Iowa. This occurred in the year 1846.^ The 
Upper Bay Church (Delhi Free Will Baptist) was organized in 1846 
by Reverend N. W. Bixby. At that time, a log church was con 
structed approximately twenty rods straight west of where the present 
church now stands. It remained in use until 1873 when the present 
building was erected.

Corbin, p. 50.

2 
Delaware Union, Sept. 18, 1865, Corbin, pp. 50-51, Bailey p. 32 Vol. III.

3Corbin, p. 50-51. 

4Ibid.

^Bailey, p. 160, Vol. II,
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