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2, Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Saple to left sideof form
Photo numberC/1ZzZ] if~A"MA

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.
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1. Town Fall River, Mass.

Address 240 Columbia Street
Narne Santo Christo Church

Present use church

Present owner  Santo Christo Church
Description: large church w/side tower
Date 1924-1927 y!

¢ Source Fall River Herald Nemp CHos
Style late Gothic Revival

Architect Murphy & Hindie, ~-"ovidence
Exterior wail fabric tan brick, granite,

cast stone
Outbuildings (describe)

Ot her features pinnacles, buttresses.

tracery, tile roof, high granite basenent.
cast stone trim

Altered Date

Moved Date

Lot size: 16,994 sq. ft.
One acre or less X  Over one acre
Approximate frontage

Approximate distance of building from street

. Recorded by Pat Giza

Organization AROHP

Date 7/23/80



10.

Original owner (if known) Santo Christo Church
Original use Church

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal yr Conservation Recreation
Agricultural k Education Religion X
Architectural " «; 7 Exploration/ Science/

The Arts . Yy settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development X Political Transportation

Historical significance (include explanationof themes checked above)

Santo Christo Church (1924-1927) i sa fine exanple of the Late Gothic Revival style
which i s historically significant as thefirst Catholic Church t o serve the grow ng
Portuguese popul ati on and as thelargest ethnic church i nFall River.

The architects, the prom nent Providencefirmof Mirphy and Hi ndl e, al so desi gned a
series of early 20th century Cat holicchurchesin Providence. For Santo Chri sto,

t hey use the si npl e, subdued early 20t h centuryversi on of the Gothic popul arized by

t he national | y-known eccl esi astical architect Ral ph Adanms Cram O particular note
are the stai nedgl ass wi ndows and tracery, tile roof with copper copi ng, and cast e
stone pinnacles. A four-level corner tower with open belfry maxim zes t heinpact of

the building on this cranped urban site, and iron fencing al so enhances t he setting.

The view of Santo Christo i sparticularly impressive when |ooking down thehill along

Grant Street fromW I Iliam

The parish history can be traced back tothefounding of thefirst Portuguese m ssion

to theCity on March 10, 1876 by Rev. Antonio de Matos Freitas, a native of Sao Jorge,

S. Mchaels, Azores and at thetime pastor of St. John theBaptist Church i n New Bedford.
During thelast two decades of 19t hcentury, Portuguese immgrants i nthecity were
served by a series of New Bedford priests. Religious services were conducted i n 1
Hi bernian Hall, St Mary's Cathedral, St, Louis and St Joseph's The forerunner of
Santo Christo Church was a wooden structure at thecorner of Columbia and Canal Streets
It was a community house built by menbers of theFirst Baotist Church to servethe

growi ng nunbers of industrial workers | n 1889, t hecommunity church became a Catholic
parish, thefirst i nthecity toserve thePortuguese people Rev Candido d' Avila
Martins, thefirst pastor, named t hechurch Senhor Santo Cristo dos Ml agres (church

of theMracles.) 1 n1924 plans begun for constructionof present structure The
exterior was conpleted i n 1927 but theconpletion of theinterior-interrupted hyrAjjr 1AR

Bi bl i ography and/ or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,

early maps, etc.) . " o o ;

Fall River Herald News Sept. 30, 1976 clippings
June 27, 1977 clippings
Church Records Nane of Architect



JNVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET
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Office of the Secretary, Boson *

Property Nane: * o. . A

NN Santo Christo Church

Indicate each item on inventory fonn ~ich is being continued bdow.
H STCR CAL SI GN FI CANCE (Cont ' d)

shortages of funds andmaterials andthe austerities of WWII was not achieved until
1948.

Because of itsdistinctive style, workmanship, intact quality andimportant placei n

Fall River church history, the Santo Christo Church neets criteria A andC of the
National Register individually.
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service
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71. Read, Nathan, House SuDstantlva Hevie, ANANAN
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72. Ruggl es Park -yA" Hatloi”al Register-AcHgper

Entered In the Attest
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! ! *
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Santo Christo Church (Fall River MRA)

Bristol County
MASSACH USETTS_

Substantive Review:

nomination by person or local government
owner objection
appeal

EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET

Working N‘o. ,//ﬁ‘?‘/f

Fed. Reg. Date; 75y
Date Due:_2/3 3’ 205/8 3

‘Actlon: . ACCEPT2LL82

Entered in the —
Rational Reglstsr—

RETURN ________
REJECT

Federal Agency:

— Sample ___request .___ appeal ___ NR decision

Reviewer’s comments:

Discipline

Recom. /Criteria
Reviewer

Date
—_— oo .eontlnuatlon sheet

Momination returned for:

— technical corrections cited below

—Substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Publis Acguisition  Asesssible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

g this groperty boon detormined aligible ?

— Y e S

7. Description

Chosh ene Chosh ene
p— ] w— Gloriorated ___ unehered p— T
— geod —— Poing p— — Vel S o
— TRl p—"

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection



8. Significance
m* Mgirillc

tpuHte *m\mm

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Pata

Aemgi el fwminaMd praparty .
QIMdrwiQtv nwlw

rtaacription mm* iaMtlflcaUwi

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer

Tha evaluated stgntftcarvca of this property wtthin tha stata %86

national stata local

r Historic Preservation Offtcor signature

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Certification

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272

-3504









Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property *

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279

y'



