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NATI ONML. REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Baxter Street Historic District possesses integrity of |ocation, design,
materials, feeling, and association with Qincy's shoe manufacturing industry

in the latter half of the 19th century. Awell-preserved enclave of a distinctive
type of workers housing, once quite common i n Quincy, the district fulfills
Criteria Aand Cof the National Register of Historic Places onthe |ocal

level | i -k 2y y .s .
AVACIERY -'o'oy“y "-'1 "..y\m"_.yli/\_'_':'l; _.i'/\‘y .'_ . . . . . . .". °y .-
R . i '.;V HY, " .'. , ' - - o e it

ARCHTECTUIRYL. S GNH CANE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate interns of
other areas within the community.

FE IYWENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

HSTARCAL SANHCANE Explain historical Inportance of area and how thearea relates to the
devel opnent of other areas of the community.

SE | NVENTARY FORMIGONTT NUATI ON SHEET

B B GEFHY and/or REFEHRENES ' , . N - .
Assessors Records. o> e
H Hobart Holly. Quincy: 350 Years, 1974, e J

Mirfojrd- "Early Industries of Quincy," undated article, Qincy Historical Society,
rtilliam S Pattee. History of AdBraintree and Quincy. 1878, fl1/S5
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HI STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE — BAXTER STREET HI STORI C DI STRI CT

The Baxter Street historic district hassignificant associations with
the devel opment of Quincy's shoe manufacturing business i nthe 19th
century. The small enclave of workers' housing includes four
two-fam |y houses built i nthe 1830s by John E Drake on land that had
previously been thelJosiah Baxter farm During t he 1670s and 1880s,
Drake operated one of t helargest shoe andboot manufacturmg factories
in Quincy. .enmploying 250nen i nt heearly 1880s. The factory, |located
a short distance from these houses on Baxter Street (at thecorner of
Parameter Street), was a rwo-and-a-half story frame building with a:,.

rectangul ar plan anda gable rooi Al though little informationi s
available about theresidents cf Drake's houses, it seems jkely that
the renters labored i nDrake s factory. Al t hough not conpany-owned

housing, dwellingssi.mlar t othecottages anBaxter Street were
frequently rented, then later sold, t oQuincy's l|aboring population by
the investors who built them | nerecting these houses on Baxter

:reet, Drake was part of a pattern of real estate developiijent .n >outn
and West Quincy (inthel870s and 1880s) largely dom nated by |eaders
in theshoe andgranite industries. Farnms were subdivided and houses
built by owners of shoe factories, |ike Drake, or granite operators,
like Barnabas Clarke, (see?23-25 Prout Street #410). The Baxter Street
houses aretwo-fami |y "Quincy Cottages," thepredomnate workers'
house type i nQuincy duri.ng this period. oot

By thetime Drake built t heBaxter Street houses i n theeSOs, theshoe
manufacturing business i nQuincy hadgrown from a cottage industry to a
factory enterprise. Wien shoe andboot making begani n Quincy, i n the
late 1790s, individual workers produced shoes and boots in hom9 D
wor kshops adjacent t oor attached t otheir farmhouses, Mst of these
were located i nSouth Quincy. Wrk was distributed by a central
manufacturer vrho supplied thematerials andthen sold the producti n
cities throughout thecountry. By t he1l850s, t he business hadnoved ,j
into factories, such as Drake's, where workers |abored together under '-e
one roof. At md-century, shoe andboot manufacturing was Quincy's

| eading industry employing twice t henunber of workers as thegranite
industry.

Stafcle to Inventorv £crm at bottom
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ARCH TECTURAL SI GN FI CANCE — BAXTER STREET H STCRI C DI STRI CT

The Baxter Street historic district is less than one acre and contains
four properties: 19-21, 25-27, 26-28. and 32-34 Baxter Street.
Located south of uuincy tenter, tne district is comprised of a section
of Baxter Street bounded roughly as follows (see attached nap): by the
north ot lines of 19-21 and 26-28 Baxter Street (north), by the rear
lots lines of 26-28 and 32-34 Baxter Street (east), by the southl ot
lines of 32-34 and 25-27 Baxter Street Esouth), and by the west | ot
lines of 25-27 and 19-21 Baxter Street (west). Houses on contiguous
lots outside these boundaries have been altered. The four two-famly
dwellings built inthe 1880s are Qui nc{s best-preserved grouping of
the vernacul ar housing type known as the "Quincy Cottage." So-naned,
by the Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion survey team because of its
presence in large numbers in South and Vst Quincy, the Quincy Cottage
Is a one-and-a-half story gable-roofed rectangul ar block with a _
projecting central entrance and twin roof dormers. The dormers, which
pierce the lower slope of the roof and the eave line, are the
characteristic feature of the style. A possible nodel for this house
type appeared in the late-'19th century pattern book Villages and Farm
Cottages. by Cleaveland and Backus (1856). «

Typical stylistic variations of the Quincy Cottage form are found in
the Baxter Street district. The choice of stucco or clapboards, the
dor mer tylpe, and the appearance of details such as Italianate brackets.
Stick Style paneling or a porch distinguish each house fromits

nei ghbors. Included in the district are three sim lar exanples
sheathed in shingles: #32-34, #19-21, and #26-28 Baxter Street. Ail
three houses have gable-roofed dormers framed by carved brackets: the
dormers at nunber 19-21 and nunber 32-34 are further enbellished with
sawt oohed paneling and brackets under the eaves. Sinple Italianate
brackets also support the cornice on the houses at 26-28 and 32-34
Baxter Street. Other subtle differences are found at the entrances.

At nun'ibers 19-21 and 32-34 double doors are enclosed by a shed roof: at
nujriber 26-28 the entrance i s a modillionedportico (now supported by
wrought iron rails).

Al though a |ess common version of the stYIe I n Quincy. the fourth
cottage at 25-27 Baxter Street, is a well-preserved exanple of a Quincy
Cottage sheathed in stucco. Featuring the same gabled-dorners as the
ot her houses on the street, this house is domnated by a full-width
porch across the main facade. The plain square porch posts are
embel i shed by small decorative brackets at the entrance. A second
story balustrade is a later addition. Tne garage at 26-28 Baxter
Street is noncontributing.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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