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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Henry Clay Furnace is about one-half mile from the parking place for Cooper's
Rock and is reached by a gently descending trail culminating in a small
level spot confronting Clay Run, a stream about fifteen to twenty feet wide.

The external _appearance of the furnace is little changed from the time of
its bulldlng "It sets on a base about 30 feet square. The present height
of the furnace is approx1mately 30 feet, but’ orrg}nallxvuﬁjlthree or four
more courses of stone at the top,?lf would ‘have been _about 34 feet.

| tons of plg “iron each 24 hours.A The iron produced was 1ocated ‘down the

river until 1839, when ownership of the furnace was conveyed to the

Ellicotts, who built wooden-railed ‘tramways connecting the ore pits to the
furnace Remnants .of the tramway may still be traced.

The ore, limestone, and-charcoal were charged into the top-of the furnace by
_gmtriﬁ§§§%ﬁhfch”f§ﬁmalong the top of the stome wall on the 31de Qf“fhe “fur-
nace., From that bank on the top of the wall to the top of the furnace was

a bridge across which the charge was hauled in wheelbarrows and dumped into
the top of the stack. Below and by the side of that wall was a Waterplt in-

to whlch the melt was drawn to cool,
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The exterior of the furnace is in the shape of a truncated pyramld the
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lined with smaller stones creating ahp@;;elw,eh@pe. Triangular discharge .
openings were structured ‘into the front and right side of the furnace.

In the woods across Clay Run there 'is a mound, now covered with vegetation,
formed by the waste discharge from the furnaces.’
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sTATEMENT oF sieniFicance Henry Clay Furnace

Around the commencement of the 19th Century, before the Mesalx e

other extensive deposits of high-grade iron ore had'begun to be exploited,
the Cheat River area of northern West Virginia (Virginia) witnessed a 70-
year development of an iron smelting industry utilizing low-grade native
ores. T T ’ - T
The iron taken from this area was utilized chiefly for the cut nail indus-
try of southern Pennsylvania and nstHern West Vlrglnla. 2., T

Pre-eminent among the ten or more abandoned iron furnaces still existing in
northern West Virginia is the Henry Clay Furnace, standing south of State
Route 73 in beautiful Cooper's Rock State Forest.

It was selected by the Department of Natural Resources for preservation be-

cause it was one of the. most important furnaces, was in good
At datssiosto

initial condition, owned by the State, Tocated nmear well-attended recreatio

areas, and was cited by The West Virginia Anthultles Commission as de-

serving of restoration. It was dedicated as an historiéal place by the

Commission on September 26, 1968,

The earliest furnace in Monongalia County was very near the{Henry Clay
locatlon, being operated by John Davis by at Teast 1798 T

The Henrz_glgz;Furnace was built between 1834 and 1836 by Leonard Lamb for
Tassie & Bissell. The ore for the furnace came from bands 6f shale under- -
lying aiveln of Pittsburgh coal or associated with limestone formations.
The furnace may have continued to operate until 186§/when all the Cheat
River : 1ron workg ceased .production. The opening of the Sault Saint Marie
canal in 1855 51gnaled "the beginning of the end for low-grade ore opera-
tions. By 1882 no native ore industry was left anywhere in West Virginia.

A life-time resident of Cheat Mountain recalled that in 1840 the furnace

1f€§f’ They generated a cgg@unlty of five hundred persons 11v1ng in approx-
imately one hundred houses, all of which have disappeared save for a _few
ﬁgpndatlon stones. This recalls that West Virginia, a state of extractive
industries, “has many ghost towns resulting not only from utilization of iron
ore, but coal and lumber as well, Henry Clay furnace remains as a witness

to the close relation of human population to an economic base.




Maury, M. F. and Fontaine, W. F. Resources of West Virginia,

Wheeling, 1876. Pp. 252-257 deal with the ores that supplied
Henry Clay Furnace. ' : . .

Paul H. Price, "Restored Henry Clay Furnace,"” Qutdoor West Virginia’
(November, 1968).

 We$t Virginia Geoiogical‘Survey, general series, Vol. IV, 1909.
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Clifford M. Lewis, S.J. TEERA

ORGANIZATION DATE

Acting fof State Liaison Officer August 14,1970

STREET AND NUMBER:

Wheeling College

CITY OR TOWN: STATE coDE

Wheeling:i:

As the des ignated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
é9-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [ . State X Local [ OCT 15 1970
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