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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Trinity Episcopal Church is a one-story wooden structure 
"built on ground level. Short flight of steps leads to^xch 
which extends full width of "building. Porch has slender, 
square posts which support a triangular pediment. Vertical planks 
of pediment, pointed at "base, form zig-zag design. Triangular 
louver at center of pediment is "both decorative and functional.

Inset steeple,- covered with white shingles, has decorative 
louvers. Double, three-panel entrance of facade is surmounted 
"by elaborate, semi-circular fanlight. Windows, flanking entrance, 
have smaller, semi-circular fanlights above and shutters. Side 
walls have four ̂ windows identical to those at front. Building's 
only chimney, located "between pairs of windows on north side, 
protrudes above eaves to the extent that its top is almost even 
with peak of roof.
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Edisto is one of South Carolina's earlier-settled sea 
islands, the Earl of Shaftesbury (Lord J\shley Cooper) acquiring 
plantation lands there in 16?4 (when it was called Locke Island 
for John Locke) and South Carolina's Colonial Governor Joseph 
Morton "building a home there in the 1680's. A number of residences 
and several historic churches remain from the island's flourishing 
plantation period, the late 18th and first half of the 19th 
centuries, when wealth from long staple sea island cotton 
produced elegant homes for an educated cultured society. Already 
on the National Register, as a National Historic Landmark, is 
Edisto's Brick House.

This present Episcopal Church was built in 18?6 as a 
replacement for an older structure which was "burned accidentally. 
It is the only Episcopal Church and the only example of Victorian 
church architecture on Edisto Island.

This "building with its white "boards and shingles contrasted 
with its dark green roof, shutters and louvers fits in well with 
its parklike surroundings. The balancing of shingles in the 
steeple with the verticals in the gables and horizontal lines 
of the lower facade enhance appearance. The highly decorated 
character of the area above the eaves is more than offset by the 
area below, which is that of an essentially rural church as 
is borne out by the fan-lighted clear glass windows and fan- 
lighted double entrance door.
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