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Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private _ building(s)
public-local _ district
_ public-State Xsite
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

HIA

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

I ANn.qCAPF; park

RFCRFATION AND CUIL.TIIRF- nutdnnr recreation

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

OTHER: park-urban designed landscape

LATE VICTORIAN; Stick/EastlaKe

Narrative Description

PIYMOUTH MA

County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
0 J) .building
0 sites
. structures
objects
10 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

| ANDSCAPF- park
RFCRFATION AND CIJtTURF- outdoor recreation

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE

walls WOOD
roof. ASPHALT
S Other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Whitman Park isa 14.3 acretown park designed by the Olmsted Brothers of Brookline,
Massachusstts in 1900 and redesgned by the same firm in 1931. Located just eest of Whitman town
center, the park is surrounded by alate-19* to early-20* century residential neighborhood and
ingtitutional properties. It isbounded by Park, Maple, Whitman, and Hayden Avenues. Colebrook
Ceametery (ca 1828) named after the small brook that once ran through the park, is located across Park
Avenueto the northesst.

Whitman Park exemplifies the late-19* to early-20* century landscepe design principlesfor which the
Olmgted Brothers firm was nationally known. Some of the mogt significant and character defining
features of the dte that are original to the 1900 desgn includethe varied topography, large mature trees,
curvilinear gravel path system, open grassy play areas Wading Pond, and the 19* and early 20* -century
context. A Bandgand (ca. 1908), Civil War Monument (ca. 1908), Brigham Drinking Fountain (ca.1924),
and afew other structures and objects added during the first quarter of the 20* century reflect the
evolving use and significanceof the park to the community over time. A concrete Swimming Pool was
congtructed in the 1957, the Little League Ball Field in 1963, and a contemporary wooden Play Structure
in the 1980s Thesethree dructures are noncontributing due to the fact that they are lessthan 50 years
old. The current overall physical condition of the park isfair to good, and many of the origina dements
of the 1900 and 1931 design remainintact.

Topography

Whitman Park hes severd open grassy play arees wooded groves, and tree-lined walks. Moving in an
esstwardly direction from Hayden Avenue (Fig. 3), the topography is level. The ground gently dopes
essward to the Wading Pond, located near the middle of the site, and then rises up to two smadll hills
before it drops down to the "lower park” play areathat abuts Maple Avenue. The topography of the dte
has not changed much dnce it was first st asdefor apark by the town in 1880.

Vegetation

The park displays a good mix of hardwoods and evergreens, severd from 1900 and many from 1931
(Photos 1, 2,6 & 12). Of particular note, isalarge mature purple beach located just west of the wading
pond. Trees planted throughout the park include Norway spruce, white pine, red cedar, tulip treeand
American plane trees. Clugters of treesare found on the two hills, around the pond and aong Street
edges. Many of the treesare in poor hedlth due to improper maintenance and/ or neglect. There are very
few grubs in the park, with the exception of those planted around the base of monuments and objects.

(continued)
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Circulation System

Thedrculation sygem condds of granular and dirt paths that cross the park. Mog of the path sygem

that was laid out in 1900 and revised in 1931 is gill presant asinitially intended exoept for a diagonal
path leading through the ball field located in the southwest corner of thepark and the eesem part of the
path that ran on the narth 9de of Whitman Avenue These were ranoved when the bassball diamond and
fence were condructed (1963) and the svimming pod ingalled (1957). However, many of the paths nesd
to beregpaired for drainage and the surface material neads to berefurbished. The path width varies from
five to twdve feet. Some of the wider pathsareussd for service vehicles, which causes further
deerioration to thewider paths A concarete Sdewalk runsaong the perimee of the park on Park and
Maple Avenue. Unpaved paths exig along Whitman and Hayden Avenues (Fig.3 & photo 12).

Structures, Monument, Objects and Open Space

A small wood andfiel dstoneBandstand (ca.l908, restored 1988) is located just et of Hayden Avenue
aong the western edge of the park (Photo 9). The original park design by the Olmsted Brothers in 1900
proposed an eaborate Bandstand/Shelter to be located between the two smdll hills in the center of the
park. The Town could not afford the cost of the Bandstand/Shelter 0 opted to build an independent
sructure for $350 and located it where it Sands today. The bandgand is seldom used except for storage.
A Little League basebdl field islocated adjacent to the Bandgand in the southwest comer of the Park.
The field crowds the bandgtand and gppears to meke it difficult to function for concerts (Photo 13).

Two contemporary wood signs mark the southwest and northeest park entrances. A granite and gone
Horse Trough that once good in front of the old Congregational Church on Washington Street islocated
a the southwest park entrance acrossfrom Town Hall. Moved to the park in 1910, it was converted to a
drinking fountain. In the 1960s it became aplanter.

Towardsthe middle of the park isaWading Pond. The pond was created from a dream that ran through
the middle of the park and was part of the natural drainage sysem that eventually emptied into Habart
Pond located eagt of the park. The pond wasussd for casual recregtion long before the dte becamea
park. When the Oimged Brathersprepared ther park layout in 1900, they enhanced the pond by
egablishing a contraled pond outlet and creating a generous sand edge with benches around the
perimete (Fig. 11). In 1994, the pond was dredged and an artesan well put in placeto water thegrass
and fill the pond. The pond hasrecently undergone resoration. A blue-day liner wasindalled in the
$pring of 2001 and the pond's edges have bean gabilized. However, the paimaea sand edgehas bemn
replaced by grassthat growsto the water's edge (Photo 3).

(continued)
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The Hastings School Bell was placed on the northwest Sde of the park in 1998 in recognition of the 100
anniversary of the Hagtings School (not extant), which wes located north of the park on Alden Avenue.
The historic cadt iron bell is sixteen inches high and thirty inches in diameter. Weighing 300 pounds, the
bell dts by itself a ground level inasmal planting bed.

A Civil War Monument that was given to the town and placed on one of the park’s hills in 1908 (Photo 8
& Fig. 12) isinexcdlent condition. The monument was intended to be reflected in the wading pond.
Hence the "wading pond” is dso referred to as the "reflecting pond.” The bronze satue of asoldier rises
above the monument's polished granite base. The entire height of the monument is 25 feet.

Along Park Avenue in the northeest areaof the park isthe Brigham Drinking Fountain, which is
presently non-functional and in need of repair. The fountain was the gift of Albert H. Brigham (ca 1924)
to the children of Whitman (Photo 10 & 14). Brigham was on the committee that secured the sarvices of
the Olmgted Brothers to preparethe origina park plan in 1900. The fountain is a small marble obelisk
topped with abronze baby angd holding awater urn. Two bronze plagques are mounted on eech Sde
above adrinking bowl. The plagque that faces the park reeds"Nature's greatest gift - pure water," the
plague that faces Park Avenue isinscribed: " Given to the children of Whitman in the memory of Hannah
Jane Brigham wife of Albert Henry Brigham to express gppreciation of the respect shown by them in
refraining from using this playground during her illness.” The fountain islocated directly across from
the Brigham home.

The eedem area of Whitman Park today retains the Ball Field (lower) and the play lawnas laid out in
1931. A large wood play structure was built inthe 1980s (Photo 15), and a swimming pool was added in
1957 just west of the play stmcture.

Lighting throughout the park islimited and condsts of afew cobra headfixturesmounted on twenty-foot
poles.

Archaeological Description

Whitman Park islocated in an areawhere environmenta characterigtics support the presence of ancient
Native American Stes. Six Stesare a0 located in the generd area(within one mile), further supporting
the presence of Native gtesin the park locale. One site, the Colebrook Cemetery Site (19-PL-463) is
reported in Colebrook Cemetery between Park Avenue and Essex Street and may extend into the park.
Native American artifacts have reportedly bean found during grave excavations, however, the cultural
affiliation of the ste isunknown. The Whitman Park landscgpe contains many aress characterized by

(continued)
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level to moderately doping land surfaces that were originally located within 1,000 feet of wetlands.
Drainage hes dways been aproblem in the park. A dream originally drained east/west through the park
then through Colebrook Cemetery to the Shumatuscecant River. The Cemetery was named after the
brook. A small, partially natural pond, was located in the central part of the park dong the brook. Much
of the park was dlso originally characterized by marshy land, portions of which were graded to cregte a
lower pond in 1900. The entire park is located within the interior Taunton River drainage. Grading hes
occurred in much of the park atering the natura landscgpeto an unknown degree. This process would
have adversdly effected any cultural resourcesthat were present & those locations. Several small hills
were originally located in the park, one of which was leveled in the 1880'sfor abasebdl field. An aea
in the eestem portion of the park was dso graded to create awoodland pond in 1900 then filled and re-
graded again ca. 1931 for congtruction of the existing playing field. Other aress of the park were o
probably re-graded prior to plantings. Given the information presented above, amoderate potential exids
for locating ancient Native American resourceswithin the park.

There isdso amoderate potential for recovering historic archaeologica resourcesin the park. Prior to
development of the park, the areawas part of the Whitman Edtate, deaded to the town in 1880. The
actud park areawas part of the back pagure of the estate. Pos-holesand other evidence of fences, walls
and gateways may exist in the area. Stratigraphic evidence might also exist indicating landscgpe changes
that were made when park development began inca 1830 and under Olmated direction incall900 and
1931.

(end) ~
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Name of Property
8. Statement of Signifinanre

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

JL C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

_ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

_PLYMOWTH MA_
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMUNITY Pl ANNING AND DFVFI OPMENT
ENTERTAINMENT/RFCRFATION
LANDSCAPF ARCHITFCTURF

Period of Significance
1880-1954

Significant Dates

1880, 1900, 19.-M

Significant Person
(C omplete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Olmsted Bros

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office

_ Other State agency

JLFederal agency

_KLocal government

_University

Other: Dyer Memorial Library, Abington, MA

Name of repository:

MHC, Library of Congress, Whitman Town Hall
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Whitman Park retains integrity of design, location, setting, feeling, workmanship, and
asociation, and meats National Regider criteriaA and C onthe local levd.

Whitman Park is significant as an excdlent example of an intact late-19* to early-20* century
neighborhood park desgned by the Olmsted Brothers under the direction of John Charles
Olmgted. The Pak reflectsthe desgn principlesfor which the firm was nationaly known, as
well astheinfluence of landscgpe architecture as anewly established profession in the early
twentieth century. Whitman Park isunusud in that the Olmsted Brothers firm desgned it twice,
firstin 1900 and again in 1931. Both periods are still reedable and surprisingly functional.

Whitman Park demondrates the evolution of atypical town park through the first half of the 20*
century, and it reflects changes that occurred nationwide in parks, recregtion and aesthetics.
Whitman Park remains as acritically viable public park serving the community asoriginally
intended when the land was first set asdein 1880.

The location of Whitman Park remainsasit wasin the 1880s, just northeed of the toma center.
By 1900, Park, Maple, Whitman and Hayden Avenues formed the paimeer of the park, which
was aurrounded by resdential ndghborhoods Cdebrook cameery, and two schodls (Fig.2). The
park isthe same 9ze and hasremainad in the same higtoric location snce 1887. (Fig.3)

The park continues to display historic integrity of design through the:

* hiegarchy of comecting paths whose varying widths encourage different leves of
activities (Photos 1 & 2)

« caurvilinear path lay aut that provides gpportunities to view the park from within from
different vantage paints (Fig.4)

» children's wading pond, though no longer used for that purpose, still retains itsoriginal
shgpeand form

*  open gassy lawnsfor play (Photos 4& 5)

+ dhady tred areasfor picnicking located near the amall children's play area (Photo 6)

* recregtiona aress that are sgparated by topography, plantings, and pathways

* improvements to Ste dranage were implemented in 1901 and 1931

(continued)
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However, all of the shrubsand ground covers that were implemented in 1900 and modified in
1931 have been removed.

In 1880, when the town recaived the twelve-acre |ot from the Whitmans, it contained severd
smadl hills, scrub growth, a 9ream that ran through the middle of the Site, and alow wet marshy
aeato the eed. Tovm resdentsused the ot for caaud play. Pathsdeveoped that crossed the
dte, and apond was eventudly mede by damming the stream. One of the smdll hills wes leveled
off to become arough basebdl field. The Olmsted Brothers 1900 design worked with the
existing natural features. They reshgped the pond, enhanced the pathways, and added plantings
and dreet trees. Taking advantage of the low wet marsy areaand Ste drainage chdlenges a the
time, they deveoped this areaiinto naturaistic woodland with apond (Fig. 4,5 & 6).

The 1931 Olmsted Bros, design addressed chdlenges and corrected problems that had developed
between 1900 and 1931. Thexeare discussed indetail later in this section

The integrity of setting of Whitman Park as ahistoric desgned landscgperemans intact. The
amal hills that were originaly part of the Whitman lot and later integrated into the Olmsted
Brothers desgn still exist and are now studded with mature trees. The shalow Wading Pond, as
desgned in 1900, iscdean and dear. It sarves as areflecting surface for the Civil War Monument
as envisoned in 1908 when the monument was placed in the park. The surrounding pathways
still connect to the outsde neighborhood a significant reet intersections. With few intrusions,
the late-19* to early-20* century resdentia neighborhood that s<irrounds the park remains
unatered.

The physica dements that are representative of the park's period of significance (1880-1954)
and that exhibitintegrity of materials include:

» the recently rehabilitated Wading Pond as originally desgned in 1900 exogpt for the sand

edges (Photo 3)

* many of thetreesplanted on the interior in 1900 and in 1931 (Photos 1 & 6)

* 1900 concretetennis court (now a Basketball Court)

*  many 1900 grave paths

+ Bandgand (1908). Civil War Monument (ca.l908). Brigham Drinking Fountain (ca.|924)

+ 1931 lower park Ball Fidd (Photo 7).

(continued)
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Integrity of workmanship isevident in the pdished gray granite Civil War Monument placed in
the park in 1908 (Phaoto 8), the small oneand wood Bandstand built in 1908 (Photo 9)
along the westem edge of the park, and the Brigham Drinking Fountain (ca. 1924). (Photo 10).

Whitman Park still expressesafeeling of restfulness. Through the naturd beauty of large mature
tree ands, shaded picnic aress and the reflecting/ wading pond, the park provides aplace to
excgpefrom the fast pace of hectic daily activities. FHlaces to St and experience the more gentle
quality of the park are available dong the paths and around the pond.

However, the quiet nature and more naturd setting of the park's eestem portion as envisioned
and implemented in 1900 no longer exist. The woodland pond and idands of treeswere removed
in 1931 infavor of more active play goace and to correct chronic drainege problems (Fig. 8).
However, the open green lavm for smdl child play still exists.

The intemal path system, as originally desgned and laid out crestesafedling of connectedness to
various park activitiesas well as to the surrounding environment. Views within the park and to
the outsde provide agrong sanee of place and time.

The only discordant activity in the park isthe presenceof the Little League Basebdl Field
located in the southwestem comer oppodte the town hall (Photo 11). In 1900 and in 1931, the
Olmsted Brothers warned agang the parmanent location of this activity in the park.

The lack of maintenance and continued problems with path drainege diminishes the potential
"beauty” of the park.

Whitman Park retains historic integrity in its associaion with John C. Olmsted and the Olmsted
Brothers firm. John C. Olmged was the sgpson of Frederick Law Olmsted, America's most
well-knovm and influential landscgpe desgner of the 19* century. John C. joined his father's
firm in 1884 and worked closaly with him until the senior Olmsted's retirement in 1895. On his
own merit and in hiswork with his sepbrother Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., John C. Olmsted was
regponsible for many successful park commissons acrass the country.

(continued)
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Frederick Law Olmsted, John C. Olmgted and the Olmsted Brothers

Frederick Law Olmgted (1822-1903) is Americas most well-known and influential landscgpe
designer. During the second half of the 19* century and into the 20*, he and hisassociates
desgned hundreds of parks and park sysems, malls, suburbs, subdivisions, parkways,
cameteries, residentiad gardens, university campuses, and other public and private Soaces across
the country. Hismethods and gpproach to landscape design became dandardsfor the landscgpe
architectura profession and for commvmity planning.

John Charles Olmsted (1852-1920) was the son of Frederick Law Olmsted's brother, John, who
died in 1857. Frederick married John'swidow, Mary. John C. Olmsted was educated & Y dle,
and later became a partner with his sepfather from 1884-1889 when Frederick moved his office
from New Y ork to Brookline, Massachusetts. 1n 18389, Frederick's company was knownas F.L.
Olmsted and Company (1889-1893), and Olmsted, Olmsted, and Eliot (1893-1897), F.L.
Olmgted and J.C. Olmgted (1897-1898) and finally the Olmsted Brothers (1898-1961).

Frederick Law Olmsted "retired” from his practice in 1895, but the datesof his office indicate
that he was active a leest to 1898. John C. Olmgted worked with his father for aoout 16 years
In 1886, they worked together on the Leland Stanford Jr. University inPdo Alto, California
Other projects doser to home included the Newton Park (1895), Plymouth Parks (1889-1892),
Merrymount Park in Quincy (1892-1900), Orchard Park in Roxbury (1897-1913), Waltham
Parks (1894-1895), and the Winthrop Parks (1893-1895).

John C. OIlmsted became the American Society of Landscgpe Architect'sfirst presdent. He was
dso ingrimiental in establishing the Boston Society of Landscgpe Architects. Though somewhat
overshadowed by his famous father, John established himsalf in other ways. Heis credited with
introducing the concept of playgrounds in public goaces especidly in urban settings.
Understanding the evolution of socid lifein cities, John was particularly sengtive to the nead for
public play arees. Hiswork with the South parks in Chicago brought praise from Presdent
Roosevet. John was respongble for Keney Park in Hartford, Connecticut, Audubon Park in
New Orleans and Ess=x County Park in New Jarssy. Hewas the firm's principa desgner for the
Sedttle Pak sysem, atwenty-mile long greensvard of parks. He designed the Portland (Oregon)
Park sysem as well as numerous edates dong the eestem seaboard £ind in Spokane and
Vancouver, B.C.

(continued)
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The bad ¢ tenets of John Olmsted's planning and design were consstent with hisfather's
philosophy and gpproach. 1n kegping with the naturdistic tradition, he worked with the
topography and the native vegetation and believed that each park should reflect the identity and
character of the community it served.

Frederick Law Olmgted, . (1870-1957) was eighteen years younger than his stepbrother, John.
Frederick and John became partners in their father's firm upon Frederick Sr.'s retirement in
1895. Frederick J. was afounding member of the American Society of Landscgpe Architects,
and like his stepbrother, weas presdent of the organization. Hetaught the first course in
landscepe architecture (Harvard University) a the request of hisfather's friend and colleague,
Charles Eliot, who was president of Harvard a that time. Frederick J. dso established thefirst
formal training program i n landscgpe architecture a Harvard University in 1900.

Olmsted, Jr. was responsible for many of the extendons of regiona parks in Washington, D.C. &
part of the McMillan Plan. He becamealeader in comprehensive planning and conservation. He
was landscgpe architect for the Boston Metropolitan Park system from 1898-1920 that led to
formulating the plan for Californias extensve date park system.

History of Whitmem Park

In 1879, the tovraof South Abington (renamed Whitman in 1836) voted to ook for an
gppropriate parce of land to be s2t addefor atovm park. Two parces were consdered when the
tovm settled on atwelve-acre | ot donated by Augustus Whitman in 1880. The Ste was close to
the town center and contained hills, woods, and plains al of which were regarded as desrable for
apublic park (Fig. 1).

By 1880, South Abington had grown into abusy shoe-manufacturing center.  The constmction of
the Old Colony Railroad in 1845 that connected Boston (20 miles northwest) to the south shore
went through South Abington. Thisimportant trangportation link allowed manufactured goods to
be well dispersed and to be shipped eadlly to busy segports With increesed demandsfor leather
goods and shoesduring the Civil War, South Abington grew and deveoped rapidly during the
later half of the 19* century. By 1900, the tovm had many progperous residents who had been
successful in developing other busnesses as well. Thetovrawas congdered to bea
"manufacturing tovm," not amill town. It had large estates with beautifully kept lavms, and the
resdents wanted abeautiful park.

(continued)
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The Whitman family originally settled in Weymouth, Massachusatts before 1636. The family
wes involved inlocal and gate politics. By the early 1700s some Whitmans had settled in South
Abington. In 1829, Jared Whitman (b. 1784 in South Abington) built his home (not extant) on
Washington Street (Fig. 1,15 & 16). Jared's son, Augustus, bom in 1821, was both a
bugnessman and afarmer. 1n 1856 he garted the Whitman and Bames Manufacturing Company,
manufacturers of mowing machine knives. Augudius aso had a"mode” farm in Leominster
where he raised shorthoms. The family was well knovraand highly regarded.

The land that Augustus gaveto the tovm for apark was previoudy used as the Whitman's back
pagture and was located behind the Whitman estate on Washington Street. At thistime, the park
dte was bordered by Essax Street to the north (now Park Avenue), other private pasturesto the
eed, and resdences dong the south and west (Fig 1). In 1880, the Whitman's acoessed their
home from Essx Street rather than Washington Street. 1n 1882, Carolyn Hayden Whitman,
Augustus ddgter, gavethe tovm an aooess way into the park adong the family's drive. Whitman
Avenue was laid out in 1883, forming the southem boundary of the park. In 1888, Maple Avenue
wes laid out to form the eestem boundary of the park. And finally, in 1891, the tovm voted to
congmct Hayden Avenue, named for Carolyn. Hayden Avenue was an extenson of the
Whitman's drive and formed the westem border of the park.

The original twelve-acre parcel contained scmb growth, open meadows, cdlumps of hardwood,
four small hills, a sream that bisected the parcd, and alow wet mardhy areadong the eestem
portion. Surrounded by a growing neighborhood, the lot had been used for informal games of
basebdl and other recrestion.

When Augustus Whitman gavethe land to the tovm in 1880, his only restriction was that the
tovm survey the Ste and gppropriate a suitable amount each year for the Park’s maintenance,
The tovm sdectmen minutes indicate that funds were duly set asde each year for the Park's
maintenance and improvements.

That same year (1880), the town hired Ernest W. Bowditch (1850-1918) to survey the site.
Bowditch was awell-known landscape desgner as well as an engineer. He had established
offices inBoston, New Y ork, and Cleveland, Ohio that employed approximately sixty enginears
and fourteen gardeners who worked on over 2,500 projects within aforty-year period.

(continued)
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Bowditch was bomin Brookline, Massachusetts in 1850 into aprominent Sdem, family, which
provided many opportunities during his carear to assodaewith well known firms such as
Pecbody and Steams and Cabot and Chandler of Boston. Educated a the Massachusetts |nstitute
of Technology, Bowditch becameacivil engineer in 1870. Helater worked with the landscepe
gardener Robert Morris Copeland.

Bowditch had the technica understanding of acivil engineer and had been influenced by the
naturalist tradition of English landscagpe design. Heworked on severd projectswith the Olmsted
Brothers (Castle Hill in Ipswich and the Rogers Fort Hill Park in Lowell) and shared their interest
in community planning and design.

Bowditch completed the topographic survey for the newly acquired park parcd in 1880 and in
1881 he prepared aplan of Whitman Park for the town (Fig. 9). Theoriginal survey is not extant,
but the 1881 plan for Whitman Park was recently found in the Whitman Department of Public
Works vaults. The plan shows anirregular dhgped pond in the middle of the Ste and a"lake" &
the eestem edge of the Ste that ran north-south from Essex Street to the back lots of South
Avenue. The small centra pond isbeieved to have been creasted from the damming of an
existing stream that ran through the lot. Bowditch's plan dso showed paths meandering through
the dte, dreet treesaong Essax Streat and the westem edge of the park, as well as groves of trees
planted in certain arees. Bowditch had desgned severd open aress for "basebdl and Parade
Grounds' (SW), "windmill" (N), and "tennis and crogquet lawns' (NE).

Theorigina 12-acre park expanded in 1882 when the tovm voted to authorize the newly eected
Park Commissioners to acogpt apiece of land given by Carolyn H. Whitman which was their
private driveway off Essex Street. Again, in 1887, the town voted to purchase 15 acres from
George E. Hersey located dong the southeestern edge. Thi's purchese straightened out the
southern boundary of the park and enlarged the park to its present 9ze of 14.3 acres.

Carolyn H. Whitman died in 1892 leaving the sum of $2,000 to the tovm to be invested until it
accumulated enough interest to cover the expense of beautifying the park.

March 5, 1900, the tovm gppointed acommittee of three and gppropriated $350 "to procurefrom

(continued)
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a landscape gardener parmanent plans for the laying out of Whitman Park” (Whitman Sdectmen
meeting notes). The threeemember committee condsted of Wadter E. Tmfant, Charles E. Lowell,
and A. Henry Brigham. A review of the original Park Flans gopears to indicate that the
correspondence between the "landscape gardener™” and the tovm was primarily the responsibility
of Walter Trafant.

On April 2, 1900, Mr. Tmfant wrote a letter to Mr. Frederick Law Olmsted asking for apricefor
making surveys, sketches and agrading plan of the park. Hewrote, "condderable work hes
been doneon it but it needscongderable more work to finishit." He dso indicated that the pond
contained a swampy portion, severd hills and generdly smdll trees. In addition, the tovm
requested the park have abandsand with abasament for toilets, atool house, picnic grove, and
children's play area. They expressed the desreto have apark that was isolated and scenic.

By 1900, Frederick Law Olmsted hed formally retired from his practice (1895) and his Segpson
John C. OIlmsted was heading the Brookline office. The committee secured the sarvices of the
Olmgted Brothers with John Olmsted as the prime contact.

June 30, 1900, John Charles Olmsted began apreliminary on-the-ground study of the park using
arevised topographic plan prepared by Bowditch dated June 6,1900 (Fig. 9). At the same time,
John Olmsted took severd photographs of the Ste depicting the park's existing conditions. The
photographs were taken from various vantage points. Little of the Bowditch 1881 park plan hed
been implemented. Some Sreat trees, which gppeared to be about 10 to 15 yearsold in 1900, had
been planted dong the periphery. These could have been part of the Bowditch plan. The areafor
the basebdl field had been graded, but very little topsoil remained. Worn footpaths crossed the
dte, and alow wet mucky areawith tree groves occupied mos of the eestem edge. A small pond
(Fig. 17) wes located in the center of the park. Descriptions with the photogrgphs indicate thet
the park had been used for basebdl.

"...It has threelittle hills besdes the one that was cut dovm onthe ball field. The pond
wes in part anatura one. There was awet hollow in part of valley aboveitin bal field, which
wes filled up. There are two short cuts acrossball field which it isdedred to get rid of Oneis
very large, and is shown on topographica mgp by dotted lines. The other further eest and comes
from eedt 9de of the pond. Others are gradudly developing.” (J.C. Olmsted, June 30, 1900).

(continued)
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Olmsted a0 noted that some subsurface drainege had been installed prior to 1900 but that it was
inedequate and neaded serious condderation. The "swamp among the trees’ ssamed to be the
collecting areafor the areds drainage. Silt, dreet runoff, and manure from nearby farms hed
drained into the lower part of the park.

John Olmgted regarded the small existing pond as an asset and thought that the park should have
ancther pond deveoped from the "low mucky swamp in the unimproved portion of the park
because of the fact that there isno means of adequatdy draining the swamp, and if not used as a
pond it would have to be filled to some extent or dso the present drain under Essex Avenue
would have to be lowered severd feet." (July 7, 1900, letter to William E. Trufant, Chairman of
Park Plan Committeefrom John C. Olmsted). The water supply for the existing pond and the
proposed pond was not adequate. Olmgated wanted the town to consder asgparate tovm water
supply that was clean and dependable for the ponds.

In August of 1900, the Olmsted Brothers began apreliminary grading sudy of the ste (Fig. 5).
Early design concepts show that the design dayed tme to Frederick Law Olmated's design
gpproach whereby the path system followed as dose as possible to the existing topography
avoiding large cuts and fills while improving dte drainage. Many of the existing treeswere left in
place, relocated, or enhanced by other plantings.

Initially, the tovm requested that the park design include a shdter/bandstand with public toilets.
The 1900 Olmsted Bros, plan sited the structure between two small hills taking advantage of the
natura topography. The proposed mcture was to be two stories, the upper story being a smple
roofed area.one end of which could house abrassband and offer excdlent viewsto the smdl
wading pond to the west. Adjoining the building was to be ahard gravel areawhere many
benches could be placed to accommodate those attending the concerts. Additional goece was
plamed for those preferring to sit on the grassbeyond the gravel area The lower sory of the
shelter included the walk that connected the wading pool with the eestem part of the park. The
public toilets were located a the lower level. Sand courts were planned for each Sde of the
shdter building for children to play (Fig. 5).

The desgn wastypica of the Olmsted gpproach to landscgpe design by baancing natura and
man meade features and creating a harmonious rel ationship between ste dements. Unfortimately,

(continued)
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the shdter was never built becauseof the lack of funds. The Olmsted Bros, included similar
shdtersin many of their park desgns such as the shdter building for Progpect Park in Holyoke
and the pavilion for Charlestovm Heights (Ensign John J. Doherty Playground), in Boston
(Charlestovm).

As part of the 1900 Whitman Park Plan, the lower pond was congmcted. (Fig. 4 & 5) Olmsted
felt that it would be one of the mog attractive features of the park. He envisoned this areato be
a siesof pools whereby in timethe idands of treeswould mature and reech over the pools.
Waks and shmbbery borders would add to the "more quiet and more naturd style." (11/3/1900
letter to Tmfant from J.C. Olmsted) of this part of the park.

Thelow wet marshy areawas lowered, creating a seriesof smdl idands and tree dotting the
woodland pond. A degoressad perimeter path separated the pededtrian from the street above
providing for amore secluded more passve recreation experience in anaturaized setting.

The Olmsted Bros, reconstmcted the existing small central pond o that it was abit smdler,
conggtent indepth, and had a gradud broad sand edge. John Olmgted re-designed the pond to be
degp enough for smal children to safely wade and play with toy sailboats, and yet shalow
enough to be used for ice skating in the winter. (Fig. 11 & 13)

1900 Planting Plan

In 1880, the tovm had begun planting street trees dong Park Avenue (then Essex Street) & the
edge of the newly designated park in an effort to improve the lot and begin to define the park
Foace

When the tovm contacted the Olmsted Bros, in 1900, they initially desred apark plan that would
provide for a"complete and sacluded piece of scenary” (letter to Mr. William Tmfant, Chair of
the Committee on Park Plan from the Olmsted Brothers, 7/7/1900). The firm regoonded by
explaining that the character of Whitman Park could not be made seduded becauseit was not
large enough, ... .dthough the surrounding houseswill be to agreat extent screened by the Street
trees and other trees and simbsto be planted in the park, yet thereis no necessty for making
an effort to entirely hide the housesfrom points within the park and itis certainly desrable to
afford the resdents of the vicinity a leest glimpses into the park”.

(continued)
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The firm continued to explain their initial desgn intent by proposing to plant; ".. .very low
budhes such as the wild rose. Such ameass of busheswould not intermpt the view either into or
from the park but would serveto streen the bare ugly roadway of the dreet in the views from the
park and would thus add greetly to the atractiveness of the park to the ordinary visitor. The eye
would range from the lavras and shrubberies of the park across this low border shmbbery to the
lavms and plantations among the private housesbeyond, and it would seem dmogt the same as if
the lavms of the houses connected with those of the park without the ugly intermption caused by
the streets.”

Working with the existing plantings, the Olmsted Bros. 1900 Planting Plan specified over
nineteen different treesto be planted in groves, dong paths, and to fill in and thicken the street
treeplantings.

The original 1900 Planting Plan provided for a 12-foot minimum planting buffer between the
dreet edge and the park. In many ingtances, thiswas consderably wider and contained many
shmbsand trees (Fig. 12). Plantings were also proposed dong paths, on embankments, and
around the wading pool. Early postcards of the park show planting bedsestablished in the
utheast areanear the intersection of Whitman Avenue and Maple Street.

The 1900 Planting Plan (Fig 6) proposed lightly planted groves of trees, perimeter treesaong the
dreets, heavily planted bed of shmbsand ground covers and open grassy areesfor concerts ad
play. The plants were used to enhance the character of the park's specid placeswhether it was
the low and quieter eastem portion or more recregtiona westem part of the park. However, John
Olmsted remarked that the planting should not be expengve and hard to maintain and that
congderation for open grassy play would discourage the suggestion for alot of flowerbeds.
Ingtead, he envisioned various treeswith omamenta shmbbery on the dopes, but™... owingto
the nature of the wilder natura character of the low portion of the park, it ssamsagppropriate to
make adistinction in the character of planting by using in this portion of the park mainly the best
of the native treesand shmbsindigenous in the locality” (letter to Mr. Tmfant, 7/7/1900).

Circulation

The designed path sysem conssted of different width unpaved curvilinear pathsthat connected
the park to important points leading to the surrounding neighborhood. The varying path width

(continued)
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sved to organize different levels and intengty of park use Indead of draight lines, the paths
were laid out in ameandering fashion except for thosethat existed and had deveoped prior to
1900. The path sysem provided the framework for the park, connecting to surrounding land uses
giving form and shgpe to goeces and providing for different levels of activities.

The 1900 Olmgted Bros, park plan (Fig. 4, 5 <& 6) added new paths and enhanced existing ones.
Promenadesor "Malls," 12 feet in width, were desgned dong the north, west, and most of the
south 9des. The large existing diagond path leading from the northwest comer to thehigh
school (sse the 1903 Plymouth County Atlas Map 2 and Plan 1) remaned as did the paths
coming from Alden Street and Hayden Avenue. Thetovm had wanted the diagona path cutting
acrass the ball field in the southwest corner to be removed. The Olmsted Bros, plan removed
this path and added a small short cut path abovethe playing field. A path dong Whitman Avenue
was planned to gently descend across the dope to the lower area This layout reduced the amount
of fill needed and made a graceful trangition to the quieter eestem areaof the park. This dso
afforded the opportunity to plant the embankment dong Whitman Avenue with shrubs. Another
path was planned to encircle the "woodland pond” and be well below the adjacent dreet levels.
To accommodate for crosstraffic, the 1900 plan laid out adiagond peath that was located a the
top of the bank to the woodland pond. This path connected as well to the high schoal.

Recreation

When John C. Olmgted first visited the park ste in 1900, he saw many opportunities to provide
for recreation. Tennis and basgbd|l had bean going on a the site. Olmsted expanded on these
activities by creating awading pond 15 inches degp with abroad sand belt from the existing
pond, areesfor lavm games, aconceart areg, sand courts for smal children, and apicnic grove for
families. Hisvision for the park was to combine active and passverecregtiond opportunities
that complimented and supported the community's needs. However, he derted the tovm to
incompatible uses For example, he wroteto Mr. Trufant of Whitman on July 7, 1900:

"We are of the opinion that the timewill come when itwill be found to be incongmous and
unsatisfactory to havethe ball field kept in the condition in which itwill inevitably

be, 20 long as large boys and fuU-grovm men are dlowed to use it for basebdl, especidly for
match games. In our opinion, its use ought to be restricted before long to the small boys of the
primary and grammar school ages  Such boys can have agreat ded of amusemant in playing
bassbdl even if the conditions do not warrant giving them afull sze match ball field. They can

(continued)
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be medeto play in different placesa different times 20 as not to wear out the turf in streeksand
patches. They do not throw or bat the ball nearly 0 hard and their playing therefore, will not be
nearly S0 dangerousto little children and to visitors to the park generdly. Without unwarrantable
destmction of treesand other naturd feetures, and without excessve codt for grading, itwill be
impracticable to provide in Whitman Park alarger and more suitable ball field for match games
The tovm ought eventudly to providealarge, level field for baseball foot ball and the like
dsewhere"

In his final desgn notesdated 12/29/1900, Olmgted states”.. ..It must be recognized thet thereis
not sufficient roomin this park for bese ball playing and that the character of its improvement
and of the surrounding resdences makes games of that sort objectionable.”

In 1901, the tovm voted to acoept the Olmsted Brothers Plan for Whitman Park and appropriated
fundsannudly for the care and maintenance of the park. Subgtantid amoimts were alocated
between 1904-1906 and in 1912, the Celebrafion Yesr.

The 1900 Olmdged Bros, plan was implemented rdying on a fair amount of local labor.
Hundreds of drainage pipes, 2one retaining walls, and innumerable loads of fill were hauled to
the dte. Early pogtcards and phatographs show embankments planted with a variety of shmbs
and groundoove's tree lined gravd paths grovesoffrees,and the wading pond with its wide
sand edgng  (Fig 11-14).

The tovm of Whitman never developed atovm common, thus the park served both as their tovm
common and town park. Hence, the park becamethe obvious locationfor memorias. In 1908, a
twenty-fivefoot granite Civil War Monument was sSted on one of the smdl hillsin the park
overlooking the central wading pond. That same year, the sone and wood bandstand was
congmcted where it dands today. In 1910, the park received aflag andflagpol e,and the Horse
Trough, which had sood in front of old Congregationd Church on Washington Street, wes convearted
to a drinking fountain and moved to the park. A gift of the Civic Department of the Whitman
Women's club, it sarved as adrinking fountain for about 50 years before being converted to its
present use as a planter.

(continued)
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1931 Olmgted Bros. Park Plan Improvements

In 1931, the tovm once again contacted the Olmsted Bros, for improvements to the park. The
firm gpplied the same careful dte andysgs of existing conditions. They assessed and evaduated
the history of use and maintenance. At thistime, E.C. Whiting from the firm recorded existing
conditions, especidly of the lower eestem areawhere the seriesof pools and idands of trees had
been implemented as part of the 1900 original design. In his Ste analyss notes. Whiting
remarked, "Practically al the treesin the center of this areahave been removed and some filling
hes been done over the floor of the valey and over the banks snce the origina survey was
made.. .checking up on how the park was being usad and making some notes about present
conditions and about points where the old plan doesnot fit the present requirements. | think we
might congder removing more trees and making the low eestem end of the park into a
playgrovmd and removing as much as possible of other playground activities from other portions
of the park, thus making it possble to kegp the park proper in better looking shape (May 9,
1931 Report of visit to Whitman Park by Whiting)

Theinitial drainage problems that John Olmsted had been concemed about and had tried to plan
for in 1900 were not implemented. Thirty-one yearslater, Mr. Whiting concluded that the area
was not draining properly. Thetovm had the option of ether lowering the existing drainage
dructures and re-doing the park subsurface drainege or filling the lower area. The firm
recommended filling and re-grading the eestem part of the park and constructing aplay field that
was done and presently exigs (Fig. 8).

The 1931 park plan revision diminated the woodland pond and the idand of treesin the pond.
The pond weir was removed and anew drainege sysem wes ingtaled. Thisaeathen was filled
and re-graded for a Softball field and smdl children play area The 1931 plan proposed to keep
the plantings from the 1900 plan that were present but minimized the planting in the eestem area
of the park because it was now being devoted to children's play (Fig. 8). Over time, al of the
planting beds were removed. Some newer mb plantings do exist around existing monuments
and smctures. 1n 1931, the firm suggested treesfor the areawhere the 1900 shdter/bandstand
hed been proposed and in the old ball field area

Though mogt of the 1900 plan had been implemented some problems had developed. An in-

(continued)
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house memorandum from E.C. Whiting dated February 4, 1931, notesthat severd of the pathsin
the 1900 park design had been built as laid out, but had not been properly constructed or
maintained over the lagt thirty-one years In addition, new pathswere needed to accommodate
for the cross cutting to the new high schoal just north of the park. By 1931, the Civil War
Monument (1908) hed been installed and crosswaks had developed that threatened the integrity
of the monument and the park's landscaping.

The Olmsted Brothers wrote regarding their May 23,1931 design improvements to the park:

"A new and fairly direct path is suggested to medt this Situation [the issue of the cross traffic
impact on the soldier's monument]. This path scheme assumesfirst the definite abandonment of
the shdter building provided in the origina plans, the rearrangement or entfre relocation of the
playground and ultimately the abandonment of the old ball field.”

Crosstraffic had developed between the junior high school on Whitman Avenue and Alden
Stret, thus, new paths around the wading pond were suggested. The comer of Whitman Avenue
and Hayden Sfreet was enlarged in recognition of it as being amain congregating area(Fig. 8).

In their remarks on the 1931 final park desgn regarding correction of paths, the Olmsted Bros,
note: "The proposed walk across the present ball field nead not be built until a satisfactory ball
field can be provided dsewhere, but ultimately this southwest comer of the Park will better serve
itsred Park purposesif the ball field is eiminated and the areadeveloped more effectively esa
landscape unit and as aforeground for the Soldier's Monument.™

Between 1900 and 1931, the park had become an important place for play for the surrounding
neighborhood and the three nearby schools Neither of the schools hed playgrounds o the park
wes the only available goacefor childrento play. In 1924, the northem areaof the park hed
developed into aplay areafor smdl children. Two sats of swings, a shdter smcture, awater
foimtain, an "ocean wave," and cameant tennis courts existed in thisareaby 1931.

In order to meat the increasing damnandsfor more recreetion goace, the Olmsted Bros, proposed
creating a"play lawn for small children” be located in the southeest comer of the park and that a
"playfield" (graded for softball use) be located in the northeest comer of the park where the
second pond was located. In order to achieve this, the pond had to be drained and the treed
iIdands removed. Two tennis courts were dso proposed between the small children play area and
Maple Avenue, however; those were never consmcted.

(continued)
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New stmctures, monuments and the increased pressureto providefor more active play Soace was
the impetus for the 1931 design which changed, in part, theinitial design intent of the 1900
Olmsted design. However, these changesreflected the evolution of early 20* century
neighborhood parks. The 1931 design reorganized and relocated the children's play areato the
eadlem part of the park. In doing so, the woodland pond and the "more quiet and more natural
style" of this areaas planned in the 1900 desgn was diminated (Fig. 8).

In the 1931 Olmsted Bros, design, the firm assumed that the existing bandgand added to the park
in 1908 and located in its present place near Hayden Avenue would be permanent (Photo 9 &
Fig. 11). With this, the Olmsted Bros, suggested that additiona planting in the open field to the
outheadt (the ball field ares) be accomplished to ultimately form a*concert grove'(Fig. 8). By
filling in the eestem areaand regrading it for aball field as well as consolidating the entire active
play aress to eestem part of the park, the firm believed that the westem areaof the park would
more gppropriately be deveoped for more passve recregtion and enjoyment. The "concert
grove' did not develop because the ball field dayed in itspresent location.

The Significance of Whitman Park as an Olmsted Brothers Neighborhood Perk

Whitman Park was designed both for its aesthetic qualities and for the recreational nesdsof the
community. Frederick Law Olmgted devedoped principles of landscgpe design that became the
foundation of hiswork and the work of his assodates These principles, as well, provided
guidance and direction for the emerging professond field of landscgpe architecture. Charles E.
Beveridge, editor, of the Frederick Law Olmsted pgparsa the Library of Congress, summarized
these principles of design, terming them "the Seven S8

Scenary: Design of "passages of scenery™ even in the amdlest goeces and in aress intended for
activeuse. Credtion of desgnsthat give an enhanced sanse of goace indefinite boundaries,
congant opening up of new views. Avoidanceof hard-edge or soecimen planting, cregting
ingdead desgnsthat have ether "congderable complexity of light and shadow neer the eye' or
"obscurity of detail further avay."

Suitabilitv: Creation of dedgnsthat firein kegping wdth the natura scenery and
topography of the siter regpect for, and full utilization of, the "genius of the place.”

(continued)
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Style: Designing in specific styles, eech for aparticular effect. Primarily in the "Pastord” style
(open greensward with small bodies of water and scattered trees and groves) for a soothing,
restorative amosphere, or in the "Picturesque’ syle (profuse planting, especidly with shmbs,
cregpers and ground cover, on degp and broken terrain) for a sense of the richnessand
bounteousnessof nature, with chiaroscuro effects of light and shede that produce asense of
mystery.

Subordination: Subordination of al dements, dl features and objects, to the overall desgn and
the effect intended for itto achieve. The"Art to conced Art."

Separation: Separation of aress desgned in different styles, s that "incongmous mixture of
syles' will not dilute the intended effect of each; separation of ways, in order to insure safety of
use and reduce digtractions for those using the goace; separation of conflicting or incompatible
uses

Sanitation: Provision for adequate drainage and other engineering consderations, not smply
arranging of surface features. Planning of designs <o that they promote both the physica and the
menta hedlth of users

Service Planning of desgns <o that they will serveapurposeof direct utility or service” that
is, will meet fundamenta socid and psychologica needs <o long ascongderations of utility are
neglected or overridden by consderations of omament, therewill be no true Art."

John C. Olmgted's 1900 design for Whitman Park gpplied both the Picturesque and Pastorad
dyles. He planted dopeswith aprofusion of shrulbbsand ground covers that effectively separated
aessof use conflict and provided arichnessof nature. He planted treesbothin groves and
sparady and kept open grassy aress for play that enhanced the sanse of goace and opened up
views. Olmsted worked with the existing topography and the pond to bring out "genius of the
place." The design wes predicated on the belief that the band shdl/shdter wasto be built. As a
result, the viewsto and from the band shell and the pond were | eft open.

When thefir mrevised the desgn in 1931, thetovm had aready condmcted a small bandgand

and placed it along the wetem edge To maintain the integrity of the wading pond areg, the firm

uggested adding mare plantings around the pond. Thiswas doneg later removed, and isabaut to

be reingalled along the southem dope of the pond usng the original Olmged plant list (Fig. 6).
(continued)
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Both the 1900 and 1931 Olmsted Brothers desgns upheld all seven principles of design as
outlined above and described in detail in the Description Section. The two park designs both
responded to the tovm's nesds and expectations of what the park should offer a the timethey
were designed. They both aso reflect the best in landscape architectural design responses to
existing conditions, new chalenges and cresdtive thinking.

Significance of Whitman Park as aLate Nineteenth to Early Twentieth Century Town Park
within the Context of the Municipal Park and Playground Movement

The Whitman Park is significant as alate-19* to early-20* century town park. Itis representative
of the Park and Playground Movement that began in the late 1800s along the eest coast and
goreed rapidly across the United States.

The preferred naturaistic landscgpe design of emerging municipa parks was influenced by the
Rura Cemetery Movement, specifically Mount Aubum in the early 1800s Often Sited outsde
city limits, rural cemeteries were romantic pagtord places of the Ficturesque style that were
visited by hundreds of city dwellers.

By the 1850surban life had becomeintolerable in large growing cities, especidly New Y ork
City. Early tovm planning addressed dreet layout that included smdl town parks but the latter
were largely ignored. The opening of Centrd Park (1862) in New Y ork City, desgned by
Frederick Law Olmgted in collaboration with Calvert Vaux in 1858, gavethe municipal Park
Movement ajump-start.

The Park Movement remained very active across the country between the years of 1890 and
1920. During this period, Olmsted and his firm continued to apply the beauty of naturdigtic
landscape design to their parks regardless of sSze. The effect of bringing beauty and nature into
the center of growing urban centers and deve oping neighborhoods offered agreen oaasthat was
iImmediately accessblefor rest, relaxation, recregtion and socidlization.

Asthe Park Movement grew, wedthy or prominent citizens, such as Augustus Whitman, wishing
to enhancethe tovraand leave alegecy, gaveland, Satues, benches fountains and playgrounds.
Developers began to redize the added vaue parks gave to red estate. Thus, new suburbswere
laid out to include smdl neighborhood walk-to parks.

(continued)
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Theinterest and vaue indeveoping municipa parks dso influenced the Playground Movement,
which had its gat a about the same time (1890-1950). Town parks were often the only place
avallable for children's play. Itwasn't until the 1940s when schoadls provided playgrounds for
children that day to day play activities began to reduce the pressure on municipa parks.

The Park Movement began addressing the need to provide placesin parks where children could
play safely. Neighborhood park designs began to include areesfor smdl child play such as was
donein the Whitman Park. John C. Olmged in his proposed bandstand/shdter included small
shdtered sand courts, the shalow pond for sailing toy boeats, and open grassy aressfor casud
play. John, in particular, regponded to these neads serioudy. He understood the need for mothers
with small children who were home al day to be adle to be outsde, and socidize with friends in
an environment that would encourage safe hedthy play for their children. Examples of hiswork
and concem for this agpect can be ssenin hisdesgnsfor the smdl parks in Chicago's south end,
Batimore, Maryland, Louisville, Kentucky and doser to home, Ruggles Park improvement, Fall
River, Crompton Park in Worcester, and Pulaski Park in Holyoke to name afew.

In 1900 when the Olmsted Bros, desgned Whitman Park, the Corthell School, and the High
Schoal faced the park. The Hastings School wasjust ablock avay on Alden Street. Thus,
Whitman Park was heavily usad for children's play from the beginning. Asnoted, in 1924,
Albert Brigham one of the Whitman Park Commissioners gave playground equipment for the
park. In 1927, the first supervisor for summer playground activities was appointed.

During the 1930s, organized and smctured play had become an established part of the
Playground Movement across the country. To accommodete for the growing interest in active
recreation, many parks added or included in their initial desgns mnning tracks, gymnasums, ball
fields, and swvimming pools. When the Olmsted Brothers were asked to retum and revise the
1900 park planin 1931, they found that active recregtiond activitieshad increesed in the park.
The original 1900 design had discouraged older children and adult basebdl because of the
limited goace. Thus, much of the early desgn was dedicated to developing atown park inthe
Fcturesque sylethat was popular & the timewhile incorporating opportunities for passve and
limited active recreation. Thisiswhat the tovrarequested and was typical of a successful
manufacturing tovrain 1900.

(continued)
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In 1931, the Olmsted Brothers were faced with achalenge to preserve the integrity of the initial
design while meeting the current nesds of the tovra. These changes and their impacts were
discussed in detail in section 7.

During the yearsthat followed World War |1, neglect and intmsion of incompatible uses beset
many of the Olmsated Brothers desgned parks and public oaces However, Whitman Park
survived many of thesechanges. The 1938 hurricane destroyed many of the early treesbut they
were replaced with smilar goedesin smilar locations. Severd objects have been placed in the
park without desgn consideration, however, they are few and unobtmsive enough not to impact
the overall feeling and desgn intent established by the Olmsted Bros. In fact, it may be that the
absance of aggressve unguided contemporary maintenance and managemeant techniques have
dlowed the original character defining dements to sudain themsdves The overal period of
sgnificance 1880-1951 isvery reedable. The park hes retained integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. Lastly, the park reflects and is
representative of the Park and Playground Movement as important eventsin American history.

Archeological Significance

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement in Whitman are poorly understood, any
surviving Stescould be significant. Archaeologica survey and testing may locate evidence that
Native American cultura materids reported a the Colebrook Cemetery Site (19-PL-463) extend
into the park locale. Archaeologica evidence a this Ste and other Stesin the aleamay contain
cultural material and evidence that documents Ste tempord periods, functions, variability, and
settlement rolewithin the interior portion of the Taunton River dranage. Ancient Native
American gtesin this area may contain information that documents a seesond or functional role
with stesadong lower portions of the Taunton River drainage to the south and southwest.
Information may a0 be present a Stesin the nominated area that documents an interior
adaptation of dtes dong the southeestem New England coagtd plain. Ancient Native American
dtesin the Abington and Idand Park locale may dso contain important information relating to
lithic technology, procurement and frade.

Historic archaeologica resources described above may contribute information aoout 19* century
landuse pattems on the Whitman Edate and pagtord activities during thet period. The park area
weas used as the back pagture of the estate; however, few archaeologica remains likely survive

(continued)
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asodaed with those activities. Stratigraphic analyds of test pit profilesand soil borings may
contribute information relating to landscgpe dhangesresulting from park development; however,
additiona documentary and cartographic research combined with development of a specific
research design would be nesded to identify meaningful landscgpe issuesto address

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

The Whitman Pak parcd is bounded on the north by Pack Avenue, on the eest by Mgdle Avenug, on the
south by Whitman Avenue and on the west by Hayden Avenue The parcd is recorded on Flan#4 -
Block #46 - Lot #1 in the Whitman Town Assessr’'s office. The parad contains 621,649 souere feet.

Boundary Judtification

The boundaries of the Whitmen Pak are dearly ddineated by the Avenues that surround it, its ownership
asamunicpaly omned park and its use as atown park. The boundaries as desribe are the historicd ad
presant boundaries

(end)



WHITMAN PARK PIYMOUTH MA
Name of Property County, State

10. Geographinal Data
Ar-reaga nf Property 14.3 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 340260 4660600 3.19 341880 4660500
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 19 341900 4660740 4. 19 340220 4660420
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

. See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11- Form Prepared By

namettitle Joan S Rockwell, Prfiservation Consultant with Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director. MHC
organization Massachusetts Historinal Commission date  January 2004

street & number 220 Morrissey Roulevard telephone 617 727-847Q

city or town  Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional nnr.iimentatinn
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the propeily's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name TOWN OF WHITMAN

street & number W .qoiJTH AVFNUF .telephone  (781) 447-7fi01

city or town WHITMAN , State  MA- .Zip code Q2382

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this fomri to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Additional Documentation — Photographs

Phatographe - Joan S. Rockwdll
Date - May 2001
Location of original negetives - 16 Call Road, Colrain, Massachusats 01340

Phatograph number Desription of view
(Please use the marked up Figure 3 of the aurrent Assessor's Mg for a graphic location of the
phatographs)

#1 Lookingnorth towards Park Ave. from the interior of the park

#2 Looking northwest toward Hayden and Park Ave.

#3 Looking southwest over wading pond. Notice bandstand (center-right), Little League
field (center-left) Photo smilar to early 1900s photoin Fig. 18

# Looking south towards Whitman Avenue

# Lookingwes towards small interior hills Civil War Statue barely visble at |eft

# Atop small interior hill (original plantings) looking west.

#7 Looking northeast towards ballfield (1933) former "woodland pond" area, Colebr ook
Cemeaeay (digant-center)

#8 Looking southeast toward Civil War Memorial. Smilar early 1900s photo (Fig. 12)
#9 Looking north toward 1908 Bandstand, wading pond disant lower right

#10 Children's marblewater fountain (1924) Brigham house behind

#11 Lookingnortheast from corner of Whitman and Hayden over Little League field
towards Civil War Monument

#12 Lookingnorth down Hayden Ave.

#13 Lookingnorth over ballfied, wading pond center-rear

#14 Close up of the children'swater fountain plague (south sde)

#15 Looking ead toward new play sructure Old Corthell Schoadl in rear, smilar photo to
early 1900s (Fig. 12 & 18)

#16 Looking eas towards Hayden Ave. Original gravel path and someoriginal plantings

(end)
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Additional Documentation - Maps, Plans, copies of postcards

Fig. 1
Fig.2
Fig. 3

Fig. 4

Fig. 5

Fig. 6

Fig. 7

Fig. 8

Fig. 9

Village of South Abington. 1879. Historic Whitman Massachusgtts, pp 56-57.
Atlasof Plymouth Country. 1903
Whitman Assessor's Map. Plan #4 Block #46 Lot #1. Whitman, MA. 2001

Survey of Whitman Park; June 12, 1900. Emest W. Bowditch, Landscape Gardener
(Courtesy: National Pak Service Frederick Law Olmgaed Nationa Historic Site)

Whitman Park Whitman Mass. Grading Plan; November 22, 1900. Olmsted
BrothersLandscgpe Architects, Brookline, Mass. (Courtesy: Nationa Park Service
Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Site)

Whitman Park Whitman Mass Planting Plan; December 11,1900. Olmsted Brothers,
Landscgpe Architects, Brookline, Mass . (Courtesy: National Park Service
Frederick Law Olmged Nationa Historic Site)

Copy of Whitman Soldiers Monument; 1908. Geo. O. Cuger Camp-11-SopV
Whitman Park Whitman Mass. Revised Planting Plan; July 1931. Olmsted Brothers
Landscape Architects, Brookline, Mass. (Courtesy: National Park Service

Frederick Law Olmged Nationa Historic Site)

Whitman Park South Abington, Mass,; 1881. Emest W. Bowditch, Landscgpe Gardener,
60 Devonshire Street, Boston Mass

Fig. 10 Bird'sEye View of the Town of South Abington; 1880s Plymouth Co. Mass

Fig. 11 Copy of colored postcards of Whitman Park wading pond (looking south

and Bandgtand 1ooking northwest towards Hayden Avenue) after 1908, Dyer Library,
Abington, MA.
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Fig. 12 Copy of colored postcards of Whitman Park southeest comer |ooking eest Corthell
Schoal in background & planted embankments. Civil War Monument |ooking eest
First school flagpoleafter 1908. Dyer Library, Abington, MA

Fig 13 Copy of colored postcards of Whitman Park 1ooking north over wading pond and
Tree lined path, after 1908. Dyer Library, Abington, MA

Fig. 14 Whitman Park after 1908. Dyer Library, Abington, MA
Fig. 15 Abington 1830. James Baes, Surveyor. Dyer Library, Abington, MA
Fig. 16 Abington 1848. E. Whiting, Surveyor. Dyer Library, Abington, MA

Fig. 17 Whitman Park prior to Olmsted 1900 plan. Copy of photo Historic Whitman
Massachustts, pege 5.

Fig.18 Copy of colored postcards showing wading pond with sand edgeslooking southwest

and southeest comer of Whitman Park. Dyer Library and Whitman Town Hall early
1900s

Fig.l9 Copy of panoramic postcards unidentified intersection looking into the Whitman Park
And looking north toward Park Avenue prior to 1908

(end)
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5. CLASSIFICATION
DATA SHEET (contributing and noncontributing resources within Whitman Park)
See sketch mgp for locations

Resource
L etter Name Material Type Dae Status
Civil War Monument granitelbronze  object 1908
B Hadtings School Bell cedt iron object 1890s
Brigham Drinking marblebronze  object 1924
Fountain
D Horse Trough granite/sone object early 180051910 C
Woading Pond natural dructure before 1890
Bandstand doneé& wood dructure 1908
1 Swimming Pool concrete dructure 1957 NC
Ray Structure wood dructure 1980s NC
3  Little League Ball Fidd natural sructure 1963 NC
G Bal Fied (lower) naturd dructure 1931
H  Basketbdl Court concrete dructure early 1900s
| Circulation Peths grave dructure 1900s C

Whitman Park 1880
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Figure 2 Atlas of Plymouth County 1903
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Figure 3 Whitman's Assessor'sMap (2001) Plan #4-Block #46-L ot #1



SCALE = aorx- \IN.

£097 - «

t Vv

-y



WHITMAN. MASS.

SC:A<EL Or  FCCT

®






wn s

) "mmm o



riLl

H.

til

PLJIN N.. 17



v4 Handdrawn Map of Whitman

| >rawn

by Ernest W. Bowditch

N

Park
1881

00

78

83

on N u oo

ON



Bird's

Eye I>7e>vJSMap cf f Whitwttan
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P7385 "AiePond. WtUtanan Park, Whitman. Maes.

T3iad mK«mn. 9Ki>ir uuH Rand Stand. Whitman, Mass.

Postcardsfrompre''40*s Whitman Park

Figure 11 Whitman Park wading pond |ooking south and bandstand after 1908
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Postcards from pre=40"s  Whitman Park

Fgiu:e 12 Whitman Park sE comer looking eet and Gvil War Mounument



Figure 13 Whitman Park looking north over wading pond and a typical treelined
grave path, after 1908
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Figure 16 Abington 1348



The original Park Pond in 1900, part of Cold Brook, which ran from southwest of Whitman Center to the
Hobart Meadow a the Damm Hole, 20 cdlled.

Figure 17 Whitman Park wading pond prior to 1900
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Figure 19 Panoramic views o Whitman Park before 1908
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Tuay % 38& Massachusatts Historical Commission

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Strest, NW 8" floor .
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosaed please find the following nomination form:
Whitman Park, Whitman (Plymouth), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State

Review Board congideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC. Joen Rockwll, presarvetion consiitart
Eunice McSwveeney, Whitmen Higtoricd Commisson
Beh Stafford, Board of SHedimen
Dondd MclLean, Hanning Board
Frands Lymen, Town Adminidrator

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470  Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.maus'sec/mhc



