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Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5". black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between Inventoried property and nearest 
Intersectlon(s). 
Indicate north see Assessor's Map. 

UTM REFERENCE 13/654360/4590140 

USGS QUADRANGLE East Lee Ouadranole 

SCALE 1:25.000 

AREA FORM NO. 

Town 
Washington, Mass. 
Wash!nqton MRA 

Address Washington Mt. Road 

Historic Name South Center School House 

Use: Present vacant 

Original school 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1380 

Source Mashinoton Town Report. 1880 

Style Late Greek Revival 

Archi tect Unknnv/n 

Exterior Wall Fabric n^phnard 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) New roof, 

1970, other general repairs 

Condition excellent 

Moved no Date MA. 
^reage •\p^<^ than nnP arrP 

Setti ng The South Center School House sits 

on the v/est side of Washington Mt. 

Road, in a rural setting. 

Betsy Friedberg 
Recorded by Preservation Planner 

Organization Massachusetts Historical Comn. * 

Date .iiinn lonr, 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f appl icable) . -
The South Center School House, Washington's las t surv iv ing one-roonTschool, 
re ta ins i n t e g r i t y o f l oca t ion , design, s e t t i n g , mater ia ls , workmanship, 
f e e l i n g , and associat ion. I t is a simple s t ructure whose design re f lec ts a 
la te vernacular in te rpre ta t ion of the Greek Revival. Sited midway between 
Washington's upper and lower d i s t r i c t s , the school's location re f lec ts the 
town's scattered l inear development in the 19th century and lack o f a 
f u l l - f l edged town center. The school served a diminishing local population 
over a 40-year period (1880-1922). I t thus f u l f i l s C r i t e r i a A and C of the 
National Register of His tor ic Places on the local l e v e l . ^ • 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

The South Center School House is a simple rectangular s t ructure wi th a gable 
roof , 1 1/2 stor ies in height. The wood-frame bu i ld ing rests on a rubblestone 
foundation. The bu i ld ing ' s s ingle entrance, located in the two-bay-wide gable 
end, is asymmetrically placed and surmounted by a broad lintel. A small 2/2 •",r'''^y^ 
f i xed window is located beside the entry while a round l i g h t is centered in 
the gable above. The bu i ld ing is two bays deep, wi th 6/6 sash. A simple 
narrow cornice and corner boards frame the bu i ld ing . The bui ld ing contains a 
single classroom and two t i n y cloak rooms. , . ,, 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

The South Center School House, the only surviv ing one-room school in 
Washington, was constructed in 1880 on the s i t e of the town's f i r s t ( la te 18th 
century) school. The construction of four small schoolhouses for each of the 
town's four d i s t r i c t s was among the few bu i ld ing projects undertaken by the 
town in the mid to la te 19th century. The school cost ^300, while ?60 was 
spent on i n te r i o r fu rn ish ings. In 1903, i t was one of seven schools townwide, 
wi th a t o ta l o f 100 pupi ls . As Washington's population dwindled in the ear ly 
decades of the 20th century, the need for the school diminished. In 1921, i t 
served nine students; in 1922, only one. At that t ime, the school was 
closed. I t remained vacant u n t i l the 1970s, when i t was refurbished by the 
Washington H is to r i ca l Commission. 
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NPS Form 10-900-t 
(M2) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 
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Continuation sheet Item number Page i ^ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

dnr-11 

Name Washington Multiple Resource Area 
State Berkshire County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review > 

1. Clark—Eames House 

Eames, P h i l i p , House 

3. Lower Historic D i s t r i c t 

' Date/Signature 

Attest ' • 

Attest 
r,s.̂ :o->d -.ẑ  the 
SatiC32.1 r.osiatw^ Keeper 

Attest 

4. Saint Andrew's Chapel ii^Keeper dLOJ^ ^dluik ^dm ih/S/^ 

Attest / Q t > f f p f . ^ , c t ( j i L e j u f 
Interna In ths / y ^^^'^ 

5, Sibley—Cocoran House Satloaal FiefiistefKeeper /C^^^^'^-^-d.^^.-i^^ f / / ^/^(, .eeper 

Attest 

6. 'South Center School House 

7. Upper H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

1"" •: 
:;g^,,,^eper ^UM^^.^-..,,^^-,^ 

Attest 

5 

•eeper 8. Deming-Root-Messenger-
Schul tz House . , . . - r - .-̂  1 i-r>-r J r% 

DO£/OWMhR CBJLCTlOhkttest 

•J^IK eeper IkluA MJIJIUA ^jAlH ^ 

Attest A^^f^^^UfdL^^ f 

10. 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 



WASO Form -177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

South Center School House (Washington MRA) 
Berkshire County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CD resubmission 
0 nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
CU appeal 

Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: 9 Z j / / 

" Action: _ < - ^ ^ c 

altered in the _ 
National Baslater 

Working No 

ACCEPT 
RETURN. 
REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: CU sample • request • appeal CU NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

CD fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD sumnfiary paragraph 
CD completeness " 
CD clarity , ; 
CD alterations/integrity 
CD dates ' ' 
CD boundary selection , , , . \ 

Check one 

CD original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify be\ow 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria j 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
CD context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

,V" :''..'''̂ :..::':: .Ĵ SLllST g}ti"'<̂ ^ 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature . 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
CD Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed- Date Phone: 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 











Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000302 


