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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) -

The South Center School House, Washington's last surviving one- roonTschooI
retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling, and association. It is a simple structure whose design reflects a
late vernacular interpretation of the Greek Revival. Sited midway between
Washington's upper and lower districts, the school's location reflects the
town's scattered linear development in the 19th century and lack of a
full-fledged town center. The school served a diminishing local population
over a 40-year period (1880-1922). It thus fulfils Criteria A and C of the
National Register of Historic Places on the local level.

N o

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of

other buildings within the community.

The South Center School House is a simple rectangular structure with a gable
roof, 1 1/2 stories in height. The wood-frame building rests on a rubblestone
foundation. The building's single entrance, located in the two-bay-wide gable
end, is asymmetrically placed and surmounted by a broad lintel. A small 2/2
fixed window is located beside the entry while around light is centered in
the gable above. The building is two bays deep, with 6/6 sash. A simple
narrow cornice and corner boards frame the building. The building contains a
single classroom and two tiny cloak rooms.

.",r'"/\y/\

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the

building relates to the development of the community.

The South Center School House, the only surviving one-room school in
Washington, was constructed in 1880 on the site of the town's first (late 18th
century) school. The construction of four small schoolhouses for each of the
town's four districts was among the few building projects undertaken by the
town in the mid to late 19th century. The school cost 300, while ?60 was
spent on interior furnishings. In 1903, it was one of seven schools townwide,
with a total of 100 pupils. As Washington's population dwindled in the early
decades of the 20th century, the need for the school diminished. In 1921, it
served nine students; in 1922, only one. At that time, the school was

closed. It remained vacant until the 1970s, when it was refurbished by the
Washington Historical Commission.
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Public Acquisition Accessible
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7. Description

Condition

excellent I
CD good |
CD fair |

Check one Check one
| deteriorated unaltered CD original site
I ruins altered moved date.

| unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CD sumnfiary paragraph
CD completeness

CD clarity ,
CD alterations/integrity
CD dates

CD boundary selection



8. Significance
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