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1. Name__________________
historic

Middle Haddam Historic District____________

and/or common

Middle Haddam Historic District ________

2. Location________________
street & number

see continuation sheet______________

N/A not for publication

city, townEast Hampton (Middle Haddam) n-»-a .vicinityof
state

code

CT

09

county Middlesex

code 007

3. Classification
Category
_X_ district
building(s)
structure
site

object

Ownership
public
X private
both
Public Acquisition
in process
being considered

n.a.

Status
x occupied
unoccupied
work in progress
Accessible
X yes: restricted
_JL_ yes: unrestricted
X no

Present Use
agriculture
x commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park
x private residence
x religious
scientific
transportation
other:

4. Owner of Property
name

Multiple ownership

street & number

city,town

See #2

Middle Haddam

vicinity of

state

CT

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. East Hampt.nn Town C
street & number

20 East High Street

city, town

East Hampton

' state CT

06424

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title

See continuation sheet

has this property been determined eligible?
federal

date

__ state

yes
county

x

no
local

depository for survey records___Connecticut Historical Commission, 59 South Prospect Street
city, town

Hartford

_____

state

CT

7. Description
Condition
X excellent
good
fair

deteriorated
ruins

unexposed

Check one
x unaltered
altered

Check o ne
origi nal site
X

movied

date Church (#7)i, 1864
House (#21]I , possibly ca. 1800

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Middle Haddam Historic District is a small residential area in Middle Haddam, a village in the southwest corner of East Hampton, a town in central Connecticut. Established as a riverport on the slope of the eastern bank of the Connecticut River in the
early eighteenth century, it consists of a network of seven roads and contains a high
concentration of historic residential and public buildings dating from 1732 through the
early twentieth century: 58 of the 65 buildings in the district (89%). Over half of
the historic buildings predate 1835; the majority of these were constructed in the Federal
style between 1790-1835. Historic sites in the district include a cemetery dating from
about 1750, two extant stone dams and a stone bridge. Historical archaelogical sites,
primarily standing ruins of industrial sites and shipyards, are also located along Mine
Brook and its tributaries, a stream that flows down through the north half of the district to the river. The district includes the major portion of the state-mandated local
historic district but it is not coterminous with its boundaries, except at the southern
border on Moodus,Road.
The topography of Middle Haddam defined the area of settlement in the eighteenth century
and continued to limit development throughout its history. Surrounded by natural barriers, the Connecticut River, the steep scopes of the river bank to the .north and south,
and a granite rtdgeline to the east, the layout of the village has remained essentially
unchanged for 250 years. From a small, relatively level landing area along the river (
(photographs #1, #2 and #3), approximately 2000 feet in length, it extends upwards
across the more gradual slope to the east and northeast, forming a fan-shaped pattern.
Quite unique to this village are the narrow winding roadways that lead up from the river
in a generally northeasterly direction to Moodus Road, the main highway. They follow
the contours of the slope as they did in the 1700s, to accomodate wagons pulled by horses
or oxen. From north to south they are Shipyard, Blacksmith Hill and Knowles roads.
Moodus Road (Route 151), the main road from Cobalt (East Hampton) to Moodus and East
Haddam, runs north to south on the first level ground 150 feet above the river (photographs #5 and #6). Above Moodus Road two more roads traverse the,slope to the northeast,
Keighley Pond and Long Hill. Blacksmith Hill Road and its extension, Long Hill Road,
called the "public way" in the eighteenth century deeds, became the Middle Haddam-Hebron
Turnpike in 1803, directly connecting the landing at Middle Haddam with the towns of
eastern Connecticut. Schoolhouse Lane, an extension of Knowles Road above the highway,
leads directly uphill to end at the granite ridgeline called Hog Hill (elevation 520 feet)
To a great extent, the natural boundaries of the Connecticut River and Hog Hill.generally define the boundaries of the National Register district today. The western
boundary, however, is extended to the mid-line of the river (Middletown's corporate
boundary) to include possible submerged remains of historic archaeological sites associated with shipbuilding. The eastern boundaries are generally the rear property lines of
the lots on the east side of Moodus Road. The northern boundary is established by the
last house historically associated with the development of Middle Haddam as a riverport.
Further north the buildings are linked to the later industrial development of the Cobalt
section of East Hampton. To the south, although there are historic buildings along the
main road associated with the Middle Haddam District, they are situated on larger lots,
separated by long stretches of second-growth woodland, some of the original undivided
farms, and visual continuity is lost. The southern boundary at the river bank includes
the property at the end of Knowles Road.
While the house on this property only
dates from 1937, the shoreline may have archaeological potential as the site of an early
shipyard. The northeast section of the existing local district, along Long Hill and
(see continuation sheet)

NPS Form 10-900-a
(3-82)

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department off the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory Nomination Form
Middle Haddam Historic District, East Hampton, Connecticut
Continuation sheet
Item number 2, 6

2.

Page 1

Location

1, 6, 10, 12 Blacksmith Hill Road; 2, 4, 5, 6, 8 Keighley Pond Road; 1-33 Knowles
Road; 1, 9, 11, 19 Long Hill Road; 9-119, 52-119 Moodus Road; 15, 21 Schoolhouse Lane;
2 Shad Row; 2, 5, 17, 18, 22, 26 Shipyard Road.

6.

Representation in Existing Surveys

Historic Preservation Plan for Connecticut: (Vol. II: The Inventory),1974
The History and Architecture of East Hampton, published by the Greater Middletown
Preservation Trust, 1980
Middle Haddam Historic District, Study Committee Report, 1973
Depository for Survey Records, Connecticut Historical Commission, 59 South Prospect
Street, Hartford, CT 06106
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Description of Physical Appearance
Keighley Pond roads, is excluded. Although there are historic properties near the perimeter, they are separated from the center of Middle Haddam by sections of modern (after
1940) development. The east side of Moodus Road to the north above 52 Moodus Road is
also excluded because of modern development, but maps indicate that this area remained
open farmland as late as 1874.
Within the district there is a uniformity in scale and construction materials. Most
of the buildings are of wood-frame construction, \%-2h stories, with the exception of
two brick structures and one of stone. The lots on which the houses stand vary greatly
in size and proportion, but the houses do not stand in rigid rows, as they might in a
more urban setting. Rather, the streetscape flows with the terrain. With exposed
foundations where necessary to conform to the slope, each house still presents its public
face to the road.
Houses from the late-eighteenth and early-nineteenth centuries predominate, although a
few late-nineteenth century and early-twentieth century buildings are integrated into the
community. Of the 58 historic buildings in the district, almost 70% predate 1835.
Several of the historic buildings have been converted for non-residential use, including
a convalescent home, a post office and a private library. The district includes four
barns and numerous outbuildings. Two mill buildings, two of the barns and two stores
are now used as residences.
All but one of the eleven houses remaining from the Colonial period are traditional postand-beam with massive central chimneys. Five of these are located near the river landing, the nucleus of the original settlement. One built by a sea captain in 1763 on Moodus
Road is by several decades also the earliest central-hall plan known in the district
(#2, photograph #7).
The most represented period of architectural development was from 1790 to 1835. Twentythree houses were built in this period which exhibit the influence of the Federal style.
Nine were built in the last decade of the eighteenth century when the architectural
character of the village began to develop along the main highway, Moodus Road. Although
several of these houses approach high-style interpretations of transitional Georgian/
Federal and Federal styles in their architectural detail, the majority are basically
Colonial period survivals in plan and form. The applied detail, however, reflects a
relatively sophisticated understanding of the restraints of this style in its delicacy
and attenuation.

NPS Form 10-900-a
(3-82)

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory Nomination Form
Middle Haddam Historic District, East Hampton, Connecticut
Continuation sheet______________________Item number

7_____________Page

3_____

7. Description of Physical Appearance
Several of the later wood-framed and clapboarded houses built in the Federal style and
one stone mansion that exhibits both Georgian and Federal influence represent the full
achievement of this style in the district. Built about 1812, with thick, load-bearing,
rubble walls veneered with broken granite, the Jesse Hurd House has a five-bay facade,
a center-hall plan and a simply executed tripartite window over the balconied entrance
porch (#58, photograph 11). Fully detailed with a wooden, modillioned cornice along
the eaves and fully pedimented gables, it also has demilune windows in each gable with
brick relieving arches. The delicate tracery of the leaded side lights and transom of
the main entrance contrast with the relatively massive Georgian columns of the entrance
porch. Original Federal-style detailing remains throughout the interior, including the
denticulated ceiling moldings, six-panel doors and finely proportioned wooden mantels
and surrounds of the marble fireplaces.
The Huntington and Laura Selden House across the street is the best representative of
the Federal style as it was expressed in the 1820s (#55, photograph 12). Several
other houses in the district exhibit similar characteristics: a side-hall, ridge-tostreet plan with a fully Federal style doorway (See #1, 12). The Selden House also
has an original cove-ceiling entrance porch with very attenuated columns and pilasters.
Several other houses built in this decade also employ the side-hall plan but they
present their gable end to the street (#16, 45, 62). The most fully expressed example
of this form, the Harry Shephard House (#62, photograph 15), at the southern end of
the district on Moodus Road, approaches the Greek Revival style with a fully pedimented
gable. But it is clearly Federal in style with a demilune window within the pediment
and a Federal doorway with a fanlight and original six-panel door.
During the last half of the nineteenth century, Middle Haddam was primarily a residential community with some limited industrial development. One barn (converted to
a residence), one mill building, and eight houses are still standing from this era.
One of these is distinguished as the only house in the district constructed in the
Gothic Revival style (#56, photograph 20). In contrast to earlier houses, which are
sited quite close to the roadways, the Henry Stewart House is set well back from
Moodus Road on a large open landscaped lot. Built of brick with steeply pitched
gables embellished with white bargeboards, finials and pendants, this house and its
setting resemble a "country estate" as proposed by A.J. Downing.
Like many towns in the Connecticut Valley, the village became a summer resort in this
period. A few "hotels," actually boarding houses established in existing houses,
accomodated a small number of summer visitors. One house was built as a summer residence at the river landing in 1886, the only example of the Queen Anne style in the
district (#38). Asymmetrical in plan with a pyramidal roof and projecting gable bays,
the house has a one-story stickwork verandah and imbricated shingles in the gable
ends. A nearby gazebo reflects! the design elements of the house. Two historic houses
built in the twentieth century were carryovers from this resort period. Both were
built by the same individual, one a seasonal residence, the other his permanent home
(#22, 24).
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7. Description of Physical Appearance
An inventory of the contributing historic buildings and sites is included below (7:57:11). They are also located on Map #1, Middle Haddam Historic District: Contributing
Buildings and Sites.
Extensive remains of watercourse management features and standing structures are located along Mine Brook, particularly concentrated below Moodus Road towards the river.
They include several standing functional dams, a stone arch bridge and numerous historic archaeological sites associated with shipbuilding and other industrial development,
The most notable of the historic sites is a stone bridge located just above the intersection of Blacksmith Hill and Knowles roads, where Blacksmith Hill crosses the southern
tributary of Mine Brook (#30, photograph 26). Constructed of coursed rubble and schist
with a semi-circular tunnel vault, it is keyed into a similarly constructed 90-degree
retaining wall (10 1 x 40') which parallels the stream bed and supports the road above
and a small outbuilding on property #29 (1760). Although the bridge itself shows
evidence of some early mortar and more repointing with cement, it appears to be contemporaneous with the wall, and quite probably was built by the same mason. Early
quarry marks on a few stones (possibly reused stone) could place this structure in
the early-nineteenth century, possibly as early as 1803, when this road became the
Middle Haddam Turnpike.
The stream has been dammed at several points. Presently only one fully functional
stepped dam with a mill pond remains (#14, photograph 24). The coursed,'dry-laid,
rough quarried schist of the north end is clearly later than the rubble in most of
the south end. Originally dammed in the eighteenth century for a blacksmith shop
and fulling mill, the structure was enlarged to its present size in 1853 for an iron
foundry.
A number of industrial archaeological sites are also located along the stream and the
river bank. Their location is well known locally and many are visible from the public
way. These sites are separately inventoried below and located on Map #2, Middle
Haddam Historic District: Historic Archaeological Sites.
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INVENTORY OF BUILDINGS AND SITES CONTRIBUTING TO THE DISTRICT:
(Located on Map #1, Middle Haddam Historic District)
Inventory
Photograph
Number*_________________Description__________________________Number
1.

9 Moodus Road, JARED HURLBUT HOUSE, 1823, 2h stories, 3 bay, Federal, ridge-tostreet, side-hall plan, 12/12 windows, clapboarded.

2.

23 Moodus Road, CAPTAIN NATHANIEL DOANE HOUSE, 1763, Colonial with Greek
Revival alterations, 2^ stories, 5 bay, ridge-to-street, center hall plan,
granite foundation, Greek Revival style doorway, six-light transom, carved
interior Georgian style mantels.

3.

29 Moodus Road, JUDAH TAYLOR HOUSE, 1858, Italianate, 2 stories, cube plan,
low hip roof, granite slab foundation, large square cupola and flushboarded
main frieze with attic story windows, front veranda with square columns.

4.

39 Moodus Road, JOHN OR ELISHA TAYLOR HOUSE, either 1730 or 1750, Colonial
with Greek Revival alterations, 2^ stories, 5 bay, central chimney, fieldstone foundation,, pedimented gable ends, pilastered front entrance, 6/6
sash, original chimney removed.

5.

Moodus Road, UNION HILL CEMETERY, 1750 - present, cemetery from settlement.

6.

49 Moodus Road, BENJAMIN TAYLOR HOUSE, 1840, Greek Revival, 2^ stories, 3
bay, side-hall plan, gable-to-street, clapboarded, granite slab foundation,
1 story shed-roof northern veranda addition.

7.

52 Moodus Road, SECOND CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, 1855, moved 1864, rebuilt
1877, High Victorian Gothic Revival church building, towers of differing
heights flank an ornate facade, lancet-arched windows; mullioned rose window
in nave, board-and-batten siding in gable, clapboarding below, round-arched
bargeboarding in gable peak, scrolled brackets in eaves and engaged turned
columns supporting roofs of porch and south tower, designed by Henry Austin
of New Haven.

8.

55 Moodus Road, SAMUEL TAYLOR HOUSE, ca. 1860, mid-19th century domestic,
projecting cornice and square gable window.

9.

57 Moodus Road, ELISHA HURLBUT HOUSE, ca. 1775, center chimney Colonial,
2% stories, 3 bay, clapboarded first story, wood shingled on second, granite
ashlar foundation.

10. 59 Moodus Road, JEHIEL HURLBUT HOUSE, ca. 1790, Colonial "cape," 2 story, 3
bay, gambrel roof, clapboarded, granite foundation, some original 8/12 sash
remains, slight overhang in gable ends, original panelling in parlors.
inventory numbers for this nomination only.

#7

#21

^
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11.

2 Keighley Pond Road, JAMES BURLBUT HOUSE, 1838, 2% stories, 5 bay, ridgeto-street gable roof, center hall plan, brick foundation, triangular gable
windows with three receding rows of boards in the rakes and above the sills.
Outbuilding adjacent to east is late 19th century shop with brick foundation.
Now used as a residence associated with site 14.

12.

8 Keighley Pond Road, JAMES HURLBUT HOUSE, 1835, Federal, ridge-to-street, 2^ stories, wood
shingled siding, brick and granite ashlar foundation, full story exposed
north foundation wall, integral kitchen ell to rear, entrance with fluted pilaster
and modillioned cornice.
5 Keighley Pond Road, OLIVER CLARK HOUSE, 1793, Colonial "cape," 1% story,
3 bay, gambrel roof, clapboarded, granite foundation, interior altered.

13.

#17

14.

KEIGHLEY POND DAM, before 1800 to present. Stepped dam constructed of coursed, #24
dry-laid, rubble and quarried schist (on north side) with millpond. Mortared
opening for water turbine in north wall. Site of full ing mi 11 and later iron
foundry (1853-1880). Standing ruins of foundations of similar construction
to immediate northwest. Dam and ruins associated with property #15 and house,
former shop, at #11.

15.

58 Moodus Road, CAPTAIN ELIJAH JOHNSON HOUSE, 1780-1786, Colonial, originally 1% story gambrel roofed structure, presently 2 stories, probably
altered in the early 19th.century, 3 bay, -fieldstone foundation, full story
exposed foundation wall en scuth and east side, asbestos siding, several
interior features remain.

16.

19 Long Hill Road, BENJAMIN CLARK HOUSE, 1827, Federal, 2% story, 3 bay,
side hall plan, gable-to-street, clapboarded, granite ashlar foundation,
modillioned main cornice; flushboarded, fully-pedimented facade gable, full
height pilasters, leaded fanflight, stickwork veranda added in late 19th
century.

17.

9 Long Hill Road, CHARLES L. SMITH HOUSE, 1829, Federal 2% stories, 4 bay,

load bearing brick with granite foundation, sills and lintels, gable-to-street,
slight cornice returns, 2 later brick additions at rear.
18.

1 Long Hill Road, HURD-BARRY STORE, 1870, 2^ stories, 3 bay, side haM plan,
gable-to-street, granite block foundation, asbestos sheathed, rectangular
gable window; erected as a commercial structure, today serves as a residence.

19.

66 Moodus Road, CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1786, altered 1830, clapboarded,
granite ashlar foundation, main block has fully pedimented gable which faces
the street, bell tower with round-headed window of 30/30 double hung sash,
stained glass on east side, fascia boarding on facade.

20.

62 Moodus Road, NORTHWEST DISTRICT SCHOOLHOUSE, ca. 1840, Federal/Greek Revival, lh story, 6 bay, brick, granite slab foundation, facade has four
triple hung windows and two symmetrically placed windows, granite lintels
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and sills on windows, gable ends have; triangular windows divided into rectangular panes; originally erected as a school, today serves as a parish hall.
21.

60 Moodus Road, JAMES HIGGINS HOUSE, 1750-1780, Colonial, 2% story, "saltbox,"
3 bay, clapboarded, granite ashlar foundation, central chimney removed,
modern gable dormers at rear, Colonial Revival doorway with sidelights.

22.

5 Shipyard Road, COURTNEY HYDE HOUSE, 1920, 1% story, 3 bay, wood shingled,
fieldstone and concrete foundation, originally one room deep cottage, later
raised and extended.

23.

2 Shipyard Road, SELDON GATES HOUSE, 1807, Federal, 2% story, 5 bay, center
hall plan, clapboarded, granite ashlar foundation, main entrance has high entablature set on side pilasters and rectangular transom light decorated
with wood muntins carved in fanlight pattern, original 12/12 windows.

24.

18 Shipyard Road, GREY GABLES, 1928, Elizabethan
tral block with flanking projecting gable wings,
gable wings have steeply pitched roofs and broad
motifs with finish boards, casement windows with

25.

22 Shipyard Road, SECOND HENRY L. RAMSDELL HOUSE, 1871, 2h story, 3 bay,
ridge-to-street gable roof, clapboarded, granite slab foundation, Colonial
Revival-style entrance porch with grouped columns and fanlight transom and
side lights added ca. 1940.

26.

26 Shipyard Road, RALPH SMITH MILL HOUSE, date uncertain prior to 1830, 1%
story, ridge-to-street, 3 bay, entrance slightly off center, wood shingles,
exposed full story foundation of ashlar and roughcut granite on east, exposed
brick on west side; originally a miller's building, converted to residence
ca. 1840.

27.

17 Shipyard Road, PARKER AND JUDSON FACTORY, 1865-1868, 2h story mill building, wood shingled, fieldstone foundation, much original flooring, dam on
brook at rear, converted to residence in 1909. See #28.

#18

28.

PARKER AND JUDSON DAM, before 1830 to present. Standing stone dam with latenineteenth or early-twentieth century concrete railing. No mill pond.
Associated with standing mill immediately adjacent on north bank of Mine
Brook (#17) at top of gorge. Earlier collapsed dam 30 feet downstream
originally rubble dam across narrow stone gorge. Supplied water power with
turbine to historic archaeological site downstream (#S-4).

#25

29.

2 Shad Row, CAPTAIN ENOCH SMITH HOUSE, ca. 1760, Colonial, lh story, central
chimney, clapboarded, fieldstone foundation, rear exposed full basement,
alterations include 8 foot extension to southeast and open porch, single
dormer in center of facade, raindrop motif bargeboarding in eaves and rakes
of roof.

Revival, lh stories, a cengranite walls, slate roof;
overhangs, half-timbered
diamond pane sash.

#22
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30.

Stone Arched Bridge, possibly c. 1800. Functioning stone bridge supporting
Blacksmith Hill Road where it crosses southern tributary of Mine Brook. Well
constructed of dry-laid coursed rubble (schist), tunnel vault with semicircular arch. Some evidence of mortar or later re-pointing. Keyed into
retaining wall of similar construction (12 1 x 40') at 90° to northwest pier
parellel to stream bank. Currently this wall supports Shad Row above and
small outbuilding of part of its length on property #29. May date from
1809 Middle Haddam-Hebron Turnpike. A few of the larger stone blocks show
evidence of early quarrying methods, short, irregular grooves from handtapped star drill, but may be re-used stone.

#26

31.

14 Knowles Road, PARKE-CHILD HOUSE, ca. 1760, originally center chimney
Colonial, northwest quarter destroyed by fire, asbestos shingles, granite
foundation.

32.

16 Knowles Road, RAMSDELL HALL, 1842, 1 story along street and three full
stories at rear, ridge-to-street gable roof, clapboarded, granite and
brownstone foundation, originally built as a town meeting place, barrel
vault ceilings, original two-panel doors and 12/12 sash; converted to
residence in 1850.

33.

20 Knowles Road, HENRY L. RAMSDELL HOUSE, ca. 1835, Federal/Greek Revival,
2% stories, 3 bay, side-hall plan, gable-to-street, clapboarded, granite
slab foundation, fully pedimented flushboarded gable, rear full story exposed brick foundation, Federal gable fanlight and doorway.

34.

22 Knowles Road, YEOMAN-TAYLOR HOUSE, 1732-1735, remodeled 1805, Colonial,
originally \h stories with gambrel roof, presently 2^ story, gable roofed,
6 bay, modified center-hall plan, Colonial Revival-style front portico,
Italianate style southwest veranda, original doorway, original ballroom
ceiling with stencilling of tassel pattern on edges, original 12/12 sash
and dentil course on main cornice.

#3

35.

30 Knowles Road, BUTLER-SIMPSON HOUSE, 1838, Federal/Greek Revival, 2^
stories, 3 bay, side-hall, gable-to-street, fully pedimented flushboarded
gable with wide fanlight, rear full story exposed brick foundation, Greek
Revival-style doorway. Fully pedimented facade also facing river.

#1

36.

33 Knowles Road, 1937, late Colonial Revival, brick with pedimented
entrance porch. Property along river site of early shipyard and wharf (#S-9).

37.

27 Knowles Road, CAPTAIN JOHN W. JOHNSON HOUSE, ca. 1795, Colonial "cape,"
1^ stories, 3 bay, gambrel roof in front, shallow uninterrupted rear roof,
clapboarded, granite ashlar foundation, modern alterations.

38.

25 Knowles Road, HARRIET M. BRAINERD HOUSE, 1886, Queen Anne, 2h story,
assymetrical in plan, main block has pyramidal roof flanked by projecting
gable bays on all sides, 1 story veranda with stickwork, clapboarded, rusticated brownstone ashlar foundation, scrolled brackets under eaves, imbricated
shingle work in gable ends.

#19

#4
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39.

21 Knowles Road, JOSHUA & SARAH COOK HOUSE, 1770, center chimney Colonial,
2^ stories, 3 bay, gable overhang, clapboarded, granite ashlar foundation,
original 12/12 and 8/12 sash, original doorway with flared lintel over 7
light transom, five panel double door, barrel vault ceilings in attic.

40.

19 Knowles Road, PARKE-BUCKLEY HOUSE, ca. 1770, Colonial, 2 story, "saltbox"
configuration, clapboarded, granite ashlar foundation exposed story facing
road, original 12/12 and 8/12 sash, unique assymetrical plan.

41.

6 Blacksmith Hill Road, HURD-BARRY HOUSE, ca. 1835, plain late Greek Revival
with Italianate alterations, 2h stories, 2 bay, clapboarded, granite ashlar
foundation.

42.

1 Blacksmith Hill Road, IRA LEE HOUSE, ca. 1806, Federal, 2h stories, 5 bay,
central chminey, clapboarded, granite ashlar foundation, entranceway flanked
by pilasters supporting a broken pediment and an inset fanlight with swag and
rosette pattern in leaded tracery, original six panel door, vaulted ceiling
in east room, presently serves as parsonage.

43.

67 Moodus Road, CAPTAIN RALPH SMITH HOUSE, ca. 1790, Federal, 2% stories,
clapboarded, ridge-to-street gable roof, originally had hip roof with central chimney, 3 bay, little detailing remains.

44.

77 Moodus Road, date unknown--probably mid-19th century commercial, 1 story,
gable-to-street, wood frame, shingles, fanlight in gable end; currently U.S.
Post Office.

45.

72 Moodus Road, EBENEZER SMITH HOUSE, 1822, Federal, 2% stories, gable-to-street,
3 bay, side-hall plan, clapboarded, granite ashlar foundation, flushboarded
fully pedimented gable, full height corner pilasters, gable fanlight.

46.

2 Knowles Road, BILL & OVERTON STORE, 1799, 1% stories, gambrel roof, gambrel
#8
end faces street with entranceway in center, framed facade overhang, 3 bay,
clapboarded, granite random course ashlar foundation, shed dormers added to
side elevation, 8/12 sash, erected for commercial use, presently houses library.

47.

1 Knowles Road, JEREMIAH TAYLOR HOUSE, 1799, Georgian, 2 stories, center hall
plan, 5 bay, hip roof, clapboarded, brownstone ashlar foundation, modillioned
main cornice, wide corner boards, wide entry, tripartite window on 2nd story,
sidelights and entablature over door, groin vaulted ceilings.

#9

48.

3 Knowles Road, HALL-TALLMAN HOUSE, ca. 1800, Federal, 2h stories, 5 bay,
center hall plan, clapboarded, granite ashlar foundation, 12/12 sash, sixlight transom, denticulated main cornice.

#10

49.

5 Knowles Road, late Victorian, ca. 1900, set back 200 yards from road.

50.

4 Knowles Road, ca. 1870, Victorian cottage, 2 stories, wood shingled, gable
roof, full wrap-around Victorian porch, diamond-paned windows, 2nd story shedroofed dormers.

#16

NPS Form 10-900-a
(3-82)

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department off the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory Nomination Form
Middle Haddam Historic District, East Hampton, Connecticut
Continuation sheet
Item number 7

Page

10

51.

86 Moodus Road, JOB DOANE HOUSE, 1798, Federal, 2 stories, clapboarded,
brownstone foundation, 2 over 3 bay, hip roof, entrance orientation has been
altered, denticulated cornices, window headers, Greek Revival-style portico
on north entrance with fluted columns.

52.

15 Schoolhouse Lane, TAYLOR BARN, ca. 1870, 2 story, clapboarded, fieldstone
and granite foundation, converted barn, ridge-to-street gable roof, 3 bay,
1 story facade veranda with bracketed columns.

53.

21 Schoolhouse Lane, EDWARD SHEPHARD HOUSE, 1770, Colonial "cape," 1% story,
3 bay, gambrel roof, clapboarded, granite ashlar foundation, original sixpanel door and hardware.

54.

89 Moodus Road, SAMUEL TAYLOR HOUSE, as early as 1765, 2^ story, 3 bay, side
hall plan, ridge-to-street, clapboarded, granite ashlar foundation.

55.

97 Moodus Road, HUNTINGTON & LAURA SELDEN HOUSE, 1823, Federal, 2% story,
#12
3 bay, side hall, ridge-to-street plan, clapboarded, granite ashlar foundation,
full height corner pilasters, modillioned and denticulated main cornice,
portico with columns and leaded fanlight over doorway.

56,

94 Moodus Road, HENRY L. STEWART HOUSE, 1860-1865, Gothic Revival, 2h stories
3 bay, ridge-to-street gable roof, central projecting bay with entrance has
pedimented gable-to-street steeply pitched roof, bargeboarding with pendants
and finials in gables, entrance repeats gable motif embellished by stickwork;
finely landscaped yard.

57

101 Moodus Road, BRAINERD-SMITH HOUSE, ca. 1800, Federal with Colonial Revival alterations, 2 stories, 5 bay, hip roof, clapboarding and aluminum
siding, granite ashlar foundatin, alterations made in 1912 include: doorway flanked by pilasters with entablature, elliptical window over door on
2nd story.

58,

106 Moodus Road, JESSE HURD HOUSE, 1812, Federal, 2h stories, 5 bay, center
hall plan, load bearing masonry of broken granite walls in random pattern,
wooden Federal tailing, sills andlintels of dressed brownstone, denticulated
cornice, demilune" windows with brick relieving arches in gables, tripartite
window opens to balustraded 2nd story balcony over entranceway, six-panel
door with leaded side and transom lights, interior richly detailed in
Federal period detailing.

59,

105 Moodus Road, MORRIS MCNARY HOUSE, ca. 1800, Federal, 2% stories, 5 bay,
clapboarded, granite foundation, ridge-to-street gable roof, simple
simpl molded
ciapooaraea,
mold
CaSementS
1?/1? window
Wl'nHnw sash;
Qach- altered
altovoH entranceway
emt-vanrai./aw with
i./i-f-h rectangular
w}/~+-a
casements arnunH
around 12/12
eaves, cornice returns in gable ends.

#20

#11

\J

60,

Ill Moodus Road, ABEL SHEPARD, JR. ROUSE, 1800, altered 1870, Federal, \h
stories, 4 bay, clapboarded, foundation reinforced with concrete, extended

#13
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eaves, cornice returns, two facade gable-roofed dormers; six-panel door with
flanking pilasters, flush entablature and denticulated frieze.
61.

112 Moodus Road, BARTLETT SHEPARD HOUSE, ca. 1800, Federal, 2^ story, 3 bay,
side-hall plan, ridge-to-street gable roof, granite ashlar foundation,
leaded fanlight and side lights, Colonial Revival-style portico with cove
ceiling.

#14

62.

119 Moodus Road, HARRY SHEPARD HOUSE, ca. 1825, Federal, 2% story, 3 bay,
side-hall plan, gable-to-street, clapboarded, granite ashlar foundation,
fanlight set in fully pedimented flushboarded gable, corner pilasters, modi]lioned cornice, fanlight over door.

#15

NON-CONTRIBUTING BUILDINGS:

76
91
93
95
10
11
12
6

Moodus Road modern residence.
Moodus Road modern cape.
Moodus Road Reproduction cape.
Moodus Road contemporary ranch, set back (300 1 ) and below highway.
Blacksmith Hill Road modern cape.
Long Hill Road, residence with stair tower.
Blacksmith Hill Road contemporary ranch.
Keighley Pond Road twentieth century cottage.
HISTORIC ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES

(Located on Map #2, Middle Haddam Historic District)
Site #__________________Description____________________________
S-l

Industrial site: Blacksmith ship, fulling mill and iron foundry. Before 1800 to 1880,
Enlarged in 1853 for iron foundry. Associated with historic site, Keighley Pond Dam
(#14), and historic houses #11 and 13.

S-2 Industrial site: Iron foundry 1850-1880.
On property of later house (#22).

Standing ruins of dam and foundations.

S-3 Dam site: About 1740-1865, collapsed dam across stone gorge below existing dam
(Historic site); probably used as a grist/saw mill. Also see #S-4.
S-4 Industrial site: Grist mill, saw mill, bone and phosphate mill, cooper's shop.
About 1740-1880. Associated with miller's house (#26) across Shipyard Road. Standing ruins of mortared stone foundation built over older rubble wall bearing eighteenthcentury drill marks. Enclosed drainage pit within foundation perimeter with two concrete footings, mounting blocks for heavy machinery. Also remains of riveted iron
turbine in pit and on bank 20 feet upstreanuof second foundation immediately above
to northeast.
S-5

Industrial site: River distillery; Tallman/Tracy shipyards, prior to 1750 to 1880.
Partial standing ruins. Area subject to silting in annual flood of river; additional
remains may be underground. Surface collection (1980) included blue and white English transfer ware, white ware and oyster shells. Possible domestic trash dump for

NPS Form 10-900-a

OMB No 1024 -OO18

Q*2'

Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory Nomination Form
Middle Haddam Historic District, East Hampton, Connecticut
Continuation sheet____________________ Item number 7____________Page 12

property above (#25).
S-6

Industrial site:
tide.

Remains of wooden ships' ways, reported visible at extreme low

S-7

Industrial site: Location of Thomas Child's shipyard, also prior occupation as
rum distillery. Also subject to flooding/silting (see #S-5, above).

S-8 Harbor/Landing area: Location of four wharves, stores, warehouses and a saddlery,
and later a steamboat dock, before 1740 to 1880.
S-9

Industrial site: Abel Shepard's shipyard, before 1780 to 1850.
mid-nineteenth century.

Wharf here in

S-10 Industrial sites: Standing ruins of stone foundations and two dams. Prior to
S-ll 1840. Blacksmith shop/wagon shop. #S-12 unknown use. Evidence of disturbance
S-12 by bottle collectors in 1978. See note #17.

Sources:
1978

Preliminary filed survey for Phase II Industrial site survey. Dyson and Cunningham. Surface collection on file at Wesleyan University Archaeological Laboratory,
original field notes in possession of author.

1980 Jennifer Cunningham, "The Archaeological Potential of Middle Haddam," unpublished
student paper, Wesleyan University, (on file at the Greater Middletown Preservation
Trust). Includes extensive site analysis from historic maps (1811, 1859, 1874)
and field survey/surface collection.
1983

Limited re-survey of area 5/83 (restricted by summer undergrowth) and review of
primary documents, maps and title searches of properties where sites are located,
and abutting properties, by author.

8. Significance
Period
prehistoric
1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699
x 1700-1799
x 1800-1899
_JL.1900-

Areas off Significance Check and justify below
archeology-prehistoric
community planning
X archeology-historic
conservation
agriculture
economics
education
_ X_ architecture
art
commerce

engineering
exploration/settlement
industry
invention

communications

landscape architecture
law
literature
military
music
philosophy
politics/government

religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian
theater
X transportation
X other (specify)

shipbuilding and mar i time trade
Speclffic dates

Seejnventory :

Builder/ Architect

See Inventory :

Item #7

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Middle Haddam Historic District is a well-preserved New England riverport village
whose primary significance lies in its direct association and participation in the
first one hundred and fifty years of the maritime development of the United States
(1730-1880). Merchant shipping from the port was primarily involved in the coastal
and West Indies trade. But ships built in Middle Haddam yards in tbe nineteenth century for international travel also sailed from other ports to Europe, China and whaling
voyages that circumnavigated the globe (Criterion A). A significant and distinguishable entity, the district contains an outstanding concentration of well-preserved,
historic domestic and public buildings illustrating the historic development of the
village from 1732 to the 1880s [Criterion C). As the majority of these buildings "are
associated through their historic owners with ship building and the maritime trade,
the district retains a distinctive sense of time and place, further enhanced by the
integrity of its setting and excellent state of preservation. Examples of most of the
major architectural styles are represented in tbe district with a particularly high
concentration of well-preserved, excellent examples of the Federal style, reflecting
its early-nineteenth-century prominence as a riverport. Because of the existence of
numerous, relatively undisturbed, historic archaeological sites and standing structures,
concentrated along the principal watercourse and the banks of the Connecticut River,
the district has great potential for intensive archaeological study and excavation as
a self-contained eighteenth- and nineteenth-century shipbuilding riverport (Criterion D)
Maritime History:
From the earliest period of settlement in New England, towns,such as Middle Haddam,
that were located on major rivers and along the coast participated in the maritime
trade with varying degrees of success. Many of these ports prospered in the postRevolutionary period, particularly in the last decade of the eighteenth century,
when fortunes could be made at great risk in the West Indies trade because of the
opportunities afforded by the war between France and England. The consolidation of
merchant shipping in the major coastal ports such as Boston and New York, which began
in the early nineteenth century, particulary in the aftermath of the War of 1812,
and culminated in the dominance of New York as a major port, was accompanied by the
subsequent decline of many smaller New England ports. Authorities of maritime history
agree, however, that in the Golden Age of the New York port (1815-1865), shipping
interests continued to be controlled by New Englanders. 2
In Connecticut, eventually the limitations of the port facilities at the Connecticut
River shipyards and the depletion of timber in the region made it impossible for
southern New England shipbuilders to compete economically with the New York and Maine
shipyards. The final decline of the riverports as shipbuilding centers came about
with the increased demand for deep draft vessels of greater tonnage that could not
navigate over river shoals. Yards were abandoned and the towns turned to limited industrial development or found other economic alternatives. Master mariners, especially
sailing captains, returned to these small towns to live out their lives as great
ships replaced schooners and steam replaced sail.

9. Major Bibliographical References
See continuation sheet.

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle namp
Middle Haddam
UMT References

Quadrangle scale 1:24000

See continuation sheet
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See continuation sheet for boundary description.
See #7, paragraph 4 for boundary justification.
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundariesn. a.
state
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code

state

code

county
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8. Significance:
The pattern of development of the Middle Haddam riverport clearly parallels the experience of other small New England ports. The commercial and economic center of
Middle Haddam was located at Knowles Landing, a level stretch of Connecticut River
frontage which prospered between 1780 and 1830. A deep channel, created by the "big
bend" in the river to the north, extends along the landing, providing a natural harbor.
Along with these advantages, a nearby stream, Mine Brook, provided dependable water
power for several mills. The surrounding region was abundant in natural resources,
such as wood and pitch, for the construction of ships. With a steady supply of skilled
sailors, shipbuilders, craftsmen and laborers in the area, Middle Haddam quickly became
a mercantile and shipbuilding center of importance disproportionate to its size.3
Middle Haddam had been part of the original land grant laid out to the Middletown proprietors in 1662. These men early recognized its potential as a subsidiary shipbuilding
port. Giles Hall, a grandson of a Middletown proprietor, agreed to set up a sawmill,
a convenient "way" to transport timber and "a convenient yard for the building of vessels" in 1723.4 By 1727, it was agreed that any of the proprietors of the Savage Lott,
which included some of the best riverfront property, shall have the "liberty of the yard."'
Evidently there was some activity at this early yard (s?) as Jonathan Yeoman received
permission from the General Court of Connecticut in 1737 to run a ferry across the Connecticut River to Maromas (South Middletown), presumably to transport the men who worked
in the yard or at the mill. The map which accompanied his request indicates that a
few families had already moved across the river; there were at least five dwellings already standing. They included two near the river, one his own house still standing at
Knowles Landing (#34), and three along the high road up from the river (now Moodus
Road).6
In 1739, the original settlers were joined by a new group from Eastham, Massachusetts,
a small seaport on Cape Cod. Led by Captain Ralph Smith, the group included nine families
who would play a significant role in the maritime development of the town. Some, like
Cornelius Knowles, Nathaniel Doane, and Smith himself, were experienced sea captains.
As was customary in the period, however, they were only part-time mariners. Doane was
also a farmer, a merchant, a housewright and possibly a shipwright like his father Joseph. Although he died at sea on a voyage to the West Indies in 1771, his 1763 centralhall Colonial house still stands at 23 Moodus Road as a testimony to his success (#2,
photograph #7). Captain Ralph Smith bought Giles Hall's shipyard property in 1744 and
settled east of Mine Brook. Captain Cornelius Knowles, having constructed a residence
on Knowles Road (no longer standing), took title to the river ferry in 1747 from
Yeoman's successor, Joseph Brown. Joseph Parkemigrated to Middle Haddam from Groton,
Connecticut in 1758. A cooper by trade, he bought an interest in Yeoman's gristmill on
Mine Brook and made hogsheads to export flour and other goods from the area, foreshadowing
the port's later importance as a market for eastern Connecticut farmers. His centralchimney Colonial house (#31) still stands at 14 Knowles Road.
By the time of the Revolutionary War, the village had made a start in developing a commercial, industrial and mercantile society, although the population was still quite small,
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8. Significance;
totalling less than 60 families. Several of the residents were involved in the Revolution
as ship's captain and privateers. Chauncey Bulkley, a wealthy merchant who contributed
money to the town of Chatham (now East Hampton) to support the Revolution, owned at least
five privateering vessels. Privateering was lucrative and generated local capital for
the expansion of maritime activity in the post-war period. After the war, Bulkley lived
at the landing in a Colonial period saltbox built by Joseph L.Parke's son (#40).
During the two decades following the Revolutionary War, Middle Haddam fully established
itself as the commercial center for a wide inland area to the east. A complex, interdependent, economic and familial network developed, which tied the community members to
each other and to the vagaries of the maritime trade. Store owners, merchants, suppliers,
farmers and small-scale manufacturers were all involved to some degree in this trade,
particularly to the West Indies, a profitable commercial venture in this period. At
least five boats sailed to the Indies on a regular basis from the landing in the 1790s.
Local merchants seem to have done extremely well by this trade, as is evidenced by the ex-*
pansion of docking facilities at the landing, with four separate wharves existing along
the waterfront in the 1790s. In 1802, the surplus revenues from the profitable Indies
trade were used to help fund a turnpike to link Knowles Landing directly with the inland
agricultural centers the Hebron-Middle Haddam Turnpike. The turnpike ran up Blacksmith
Hill and Long Hill roads and then turned east to follow the present course of Route 66.
It may also have been the time when the stone bridge (site #30) was built to take the increased traffic over Blacksmith road. In addition to shipping agricultural products,
rum was produced locally at a distillery at the landing from molasses imported from the
West Indies. The prosperity of this period is demonstrated by the large number of stylish
homes built by sea captains and merchants along the high road up from the landing, today
Moodus Road.
The final and most important development at the landing area was the establishment of
commercial shipyards in the late eighteenth century. Although ships had been constructed
in Middle Haddam since settlement, no yard had been actively developed for the exclusive
purpose of building ships to be sold and registered in other ports. These yards prospered
because of the ready availability of cheap labor, both skilled and unskilled, natural
resources and capital, and eventually had the capacity to complete all phases of shipbuilding from laying the keel to outfitting the ship with sails and rigging. By the early
1800s, while other ports like Middletown, the largest riverport in Connecticut, had begun
to turn to industrial development to offset the loss of trade, Middle Haddam continued
to prosper as a shipbuilding center with a ready market for her ships from coastal schooners
of 200 tons to ocean-going brigs, clipper ships, and whalers up to 500 tons.?
The first commercial yard was established at Knowles Landing in 1797 when a master shipwright, Thomas Child of Haddam, purchased land to build a yard at the south side of
Mine Brook where it joined the Connecticut River. In 1799, Daniel Tracy, a master
carpenter, purchased the rum distillery property on the north side of Mine Brook and
established a second shipyard which he sold in 1806 to Eleazor Tallman from Providence,
Rhode Island, a former partner of Child's. Both Child and Tallman purchased existing
houses located near their yards. Child, who is credited with building 237 vessels in
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8. Significance:
his lifetime, lived at 14 Knowles Road on property abutting his yard (#31). Tallman,
who also owned an interest in a store at the landing, bought William Hall's Federal style
house just down from the intersection of Knowles and Moodus roads (#48, photograph 10).
Other skilled craftsmen were needed, including sawyers, joiners, caulkers, painters and
blacksmiths.8 Many were from towns around Middle Haddam, and some eventually made Middle Haddam their home. At least ten men were employed for general labor including sawing
and less specialized skills. Four of these were from Middle Haddam, one from Cromwell
and others from neighboring Portland and East Hampton. Local farmers supplied timber for
the ships and sawmills in Middle Haddam, and sawmills in East Hampton prepared the rough
timber. A cottage industry developed in response to the demand for ship's "knees,"
hand-fashioned from natural tree formations and used for ribs and braces.
A skilled labor force, though crucial to the trade, was only one aspect of the shipbuilding industry. Capital was necessary and supplied by the merchants in the area.
From 1797 to 1805, at least 10 local merchants invested in shipbuilding; some were also
directly involved as shipwrights, and at least 31 ships were built at the landing. The
investors included Cyrus Bill and Seth Overton (of Bill and Overton Store at 2 Knowles
Road--#46, photograph 8), Joseph Dart, Job Doane, Nathaniel Doane, Stephen Griffith,
William C. Hall, Jesse Hurd and Alfred Isham.
Other industries essential to shipbuilding and mercantile shipping proliferated.
Thomas Child and Alfred Isham manufactured oakum necessary for eaulking the boats.
Iron for ship fastenings came from an East Hampton forge, although some was imported
from New York. Joel Jacobs built a ropewalk at the landing, a long building (which is
no longer extant) to house the process of twisting strands of hemp into rope, originally
done by hand, later by machinery. A sail loft was established by Captain John Johnson,
on his property at the landing, employing four local women for sewing the sails (#37,
photograph 4). Johnson, who began his career as a privateer out of the Middle Haddam
port, went on to captain coastal vessels before returning to the village to live.
There were two major markets for Middle Haddam ships. The first involved construction
of relatively small sloops and schooners for the coastal trade. Most of these were
owned locally or in partnership with area merchants; some were sold outright. These
ships carried local products: cargoes of lumber, wood for fuel, paving stones, rum, ice,
baled hay and other surplus agricultural products. By 1807, this trade had a significant impact on the volume of shipping out of Middletown Customs District, which included
Middle Haddam. At this time, Middletown had the largest registered and enrolled tonnage
of all ports between New York and Boston.9
The other important market was the construction of large brigs and ships designed for
intercontinental ocean travel.1° These vessels were usually partially loaded with goods
and sailed to New York where they were sold to new owners and registered. Occasionally
the New York merchants would advance all or part of the cost of construction to the Connecticut shipbuilder or give the builder shares in the vessel. This sharing of the financial risk was very profitable to both the shipbuilder and the merchants and promoted an
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8. Significance;
expansion of the trade, enhancing New York's position as the major port on the eastern
seaboard. Although New York vied with Boston during the eighteenth century for leadership in the maritime trade, by the end of the War of 1812, New York shipping revenues far
overshadowed Boston's, largely due to a ready supply of ships from Connecticut yards.
One individual established himself at Knowles Landing whose entrepreneurial skills as
a merchant and shipbuilder far surpassed those of his contemporaries. Until his death
in 1831, Jesse Hurd lived in Middle Haddam and played a dominant role in shipbuilding
operations and developed the village as one of the major shipbuilding centers in the
Connecticut River Valley.
Born in 1765 to an early sea captain in Middle Haddam, who had come from Eastham, Massachusetts, Jesse Hurd went to sea as a young man and served aboard the schooner "Eagle,"
captured by the British in 1779. During his seafaring days after the Revolution, Hurd
made contacts with prominent New York merchants, among them George and Nathaniel Griswold. The Griswolds, originally from Lyme, Connecticut, successful merchants involved
in the West Indies and later the China trade, established the largest merchant shipping
house in New York. Although Hurd did supply ships for other New York merchants, the
Griswolds held shares in half of the boats built in Middle Haddam |»y Hurd between 1806
and 1810 and two-thirds of his vessels between 1811 and 1815.U
Hurd's association with New York merchant houses was invaluable. Through these partnerships, Hurd was able to overcome the problems faced by other small ports in this period.
Instead of building ships on speculation, Hurd was assured of a steady market. More importantly, he had the financial support of his merchant-bankers arid an opportunity to
own shares in the vessels and the cargoes.^ The share system of payment was customary.
But Hurd was in a position to maximize his profit throughout the useful life of the vessel
by building cheaply in Middle Haddam and selling his share of the cargoes at inflated
New York prices. In a period when many ship captains and owners went bankrupt, unable
to absorb their losses of uninsured or under-insured cargoes and ships, Hurd had effectively minimized his financial risks. In addition, his established line of credit with
the merchant houses allowed him to obtain materials and tools for his shipyard and import
goods for his store in the village (the former Bill and Overton Store). A profitable
sideline, possibly to keep his labor force fully employed, was the building of house
frames which he shipped to New York for sale.
Later in life, although he continued to live in the village in the large stone, handsomely detailed, Federal period house which he built about 1810 (#58, photograph 11),
he also invested in a shipyard in New York. To replace the cumbersome operation of
"careening" a vessel to scrape the hull and make repairs, he invented and patented his
own hoisting machinery in 1828 and, along with the Griswolds, bought wharfage on the East
River and established the New York Screw Dock Company, the second dry dock in New York.13
Shipbuilding in the village began to decline noticeably in the 1830s, with the volume
dropping off significantly after 1835. The yards were still active, however, until the
1880s, and they closed in 1884. There were a number of factors involved in this decline.
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8. Significance:
The death of Jesse Hurd in 1831 must have had an effect, for with him went much of the
valuable connections with the Griswolds and other merchant houses, though the dwindling
supply of local timber was perhaps more significant. The Connecticut River Valley
forests were depleted not only by the shipbuilding industry and domestic needs, but
by the export of cord wood to cities along the East coast. Finally, with the mechanization of much of the shipbuilding process (steam-powered sawmills, mass-produced
machine-made parts, mechanical dry docks), the less technologically sophisticated Connecticut yards were unable to compete economically, having lost their primary advantage
of being close to sources of raw materials.
"Much of the vital force of the community left with the sons who moved..."; this is h©w
Hawthorne spoke of the changes in Salem as the families moved away in significant numbers
to Boston, leaving that small port a backwater unable to make the transition into the
modern era. So it was with Middle Haddam when the town's economy could no longer provide careers or jobs for all her sons. A few stayed and invested in local manufacturing
enterprises. Standing ruins, foundations and dams are located on Mine Brook, leaving
only one mill building still standing from this period on Shipyard Road (#27, photograph
18). Many of those who had trained or apprenticed in the maritime trade here moved
away from the area.
Although the arrival of the railroad in 1870 in the central Connecticut River Valley
finally connected this area to major urban centers, it also put an end to the river as
a major transportation artery. The bridging of the river at Middletown in 1873 connected many towns to the east with major markets but by-passed Middle Haddam, further
isolating the village from the mainstream of economic development and preserving it
in time.
By the last quarter of the nineteenth century, Middle Haddam was primarily a residential community, although it did provide lodgings for summer tourists who arrived at
the landing by steamer from New York or by railroad direct to the Cobalt depot. Although the Steamboat Dock House, the last direct link to this era, burned down in January, 1983, Captain Simpson, who commanded the famous steamboat, "City of Hartford," lived
right next to the river in the Greek-Revival-Style house he purchased from Samuel Butler,
a former manufacturer of marine hardware at the landing (#35, photographs #1, 2).
Several sea captains retired to this quiet village and upon their deaths their children
often retained the homes as summer retreats or converted them to boarding houses.13
Gordon Whitmore, Jr., for example, converted the house built by Huntington and Laura
Selden (#55, photograph 12) into a hotel. In 1875, Caroline Hurd Barry modernized the
hoyse built by her father Captain Benjamin Hurd and opened it to boarders (#41). Her
husband Nathan and her brother Benjamin established a store and entertainment hall at
about this time at the foot of Long Hill Road. Evergreen Hall, on the second floor,
continued to be a site for dances and gatherings well into the twentieth century (#18).
Captain John Johnson's daughter, who resided in Chicago with her husband, also built a
summer residence at the landing in 1886 (#38), next to her father's house.
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8. Significance:
It is difficult to believe that Middle Haddam, today a quiet residential community,
was an active shipbuilding center and a major shipping port on the Connecticut River.
Yet there is no question that the historic architecture that still remains was produced
because of the village's participation in the maritime trade. The scale and significance
of this association is established by the recognition that at least 40 of the 58 historic buildings in the district are directly associated through their historic owners
with these enterprises. The significance of this associative value is further enhanced
because the historic inter-relationship between the natural and man-made environment
has survived intact. The little modern intrusion that exists is residential, and does
not detract from the historic streetscape. Of the seven non-contributing buildings,
one was built as a replacement of a historic house on the original site; the others are
generally unobtrusive either through design or setback. Only two historic buildings in
the district have been moved, one a church in 1864 (#7), and the other a three-bay
colonial house, possibly relocated about 1800 (#21). No major alteration has occurred
on any of the historic houses, which heightens the distinctive sense of time and place.
Architecture:
The district as a whole is remarkably cohesive, with an unusually large percentage of
surviving contributing historic buildings.14 More importantly, the quality of this
historic architecture is exceptional, both in design and workmanship, which is particularly
evident in the large group of Federal-style houses that have survived from the period
when the riverport was most actively engaged in trade and shipbuilding (1790-1835).
Other periods of development are also represented: Colonial architecture from the early
maritime period (1732-1780) and several fine examples of Victorian-style architecture
from the period when shipping declined (1835-1880s). A few early twentieth-century
buildings are also included but they are well-integrated into the district.
Representative of the period of early maritime development are eleven surviving buildings,
all post-and-beam, wooden structures, usually with a center chimney. They include both
1% and 2^ story, three and five-bay, gable-and gambrel-roofed some with a lean-to addition at the rear. The Georgian influence on Middle Haddam's architecture was minimal.
Only two houses clearly exhibit details associated solely with this style. One, the
well-preserved Jeremiah Taylor House, is prominently sited in the center of the district
at the southwest corner of Moodus and Knowles roads (#47, photograph 9). A late example
(1799), it still is clearly Georgian with its twin interior chimneys, the center hall
plan, the hip roof and the tri-partite window over the wide doorway. Originally built
as a tavern, its spacious interior employs groin vaults on the second floor and elaborate
carved mantels and fireplace surrounds throughout. A more simply designed, earlier
Georgian was built in 1763 by Captain Nathaniel Doane (#2, photograph 7). But its axial,
center-hall plan and the carved Georgian style mantels are the only features to distinguish this house from other five-bay Colonials in the district.
The most representative and significant concentration, of buildings "was built in the Federal period. At this time, Middle Haddam achieved its greatest prosperity as a riverport
and a rising merchant class was exposed to the high-style architecture of the major
coastal ports. Expressed with varying levels of sophistication and modified and
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8. Significance:
adapted over time, the Federal style influenced Middle Haddam's domestic architecture
for over forty-five years. Twenty-three buildings from this period have survived (almost
half the number of historic buildings in the district). The general excellence of
workmanship displayed in these buildings can perhaps be attributed to the large numbers
of skilled craftsmen, shipwrights and joiners, who lived in the village. Because of
the quality of the architecture and excellent state of preservation, these buildings have
attained significance as a group and contribute to the distinctive sense of time and
place conveyed by the district.
While most of these buildings are local vernacular interpretations of high style Federal
period architecture, several are individually significant. To some degree these more
distinguished interpretations were the result of the affluence of the merchant-owner-ranging from the fully expressed stone mansion built for Jesse Hurd about 1810 (#58,
photograph 11), to the smaller in scale, but fully detailed, wood-frame dwelling built
for his son-in-law, Huntington Selden, across the road (#55, photograph 12).
The Hurd mansion, easily the most impressive dwelling ever erected in the district, is
a well-preserved example of this period. Although built in the Federal period and influenced by the Federal style, it reflects the earlier Georgian tradition in plan,
scale and proportions. Hence the detailing is less attenuated and more boldly expressed,
particularly in the relatively massive proportions of the columns of the front porticos,
the balcony at the southeast corner, and the modi 11 ions of the rakes and cornices.
While there is no indication that this house was designed by an architect, the precise
use of the quite traditional, Georgian double-cube form in the main block and balanced
symmetry of the facade and gable ends indicates the hand of a master builder and quite
probably was influenced by the worldliness of the owner. This concern for symmetry
extended to the use of a blind, non-functional window at the second story of the south
gable end in front of one of the twin chimney stacks. The significance of this dwelling
is further enhanced by the use of stone, as stone houses are not common in Connecticut.
It is the only house in Middle Haddam built with this material.
More simply designed in a side-hall plan, the wood frame Selden House, with its
delicate pilasters, finely denticulated cornices and original cove ceiling porch,
carries the Federal style's attenuation to an extreme degree. The porch's diminutive
columns, with their pronounced entasis, appear more decorative than functional.
Less sophisticated than either of these houses but illustrative of the vernacular
adaptation of an architectural style over time are three houses built by sons of Abel
Shepard. Abel was a shipbuilder with a yard on his land just south of the landing.
All of his sons followed him in the trade. The first of these is the 1800 Abel Shepard, Jr. House (#60, photograph 13). Although dormers were added and the overhang of
the roof altered about 1870, this \h story cottage still retains its Federal feeling,
particularly in the simple Federal style doorway with flanking pilasters, and a flush
entablature. Shortly afterward, his brother Bartlett built his house across the road
in the side-hall plan (#61, photograph 14). From his father's account book comes evidence that "masons and joiners" were brought to the village to construct this house
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8. Significance:
for his son. 15 Despite the addition of a Colonial Revival porch, the leaded fanlight
and sidelight at the front entrance remain as evidence of the simple Federal detailing.
The youngest, Harry, the last of the brothers to build on his father's home lot, in
1825 erected the most architecturally detailed of these houses (#62, photograph 15).
A late example, it foreshadows the Greek Revival style with its flushboarded, fullypedimented gable facing the road. Detailing includes modillioned cornices and rakes
and a delicate, semi-elliptical, fanlight in the gable, a feature repeated in the characteristically Federal style doorway.
Yet another version of the Federal style is the Ira Lee House at the southwest corner
of Blacksmith Hill and Moodus roads (#42, photograph 16). A more typical expression
of the Federal style in the rural towns of central Connecticut, this house is basically
a center-chimney, Colonial period survival. Federal style detailing is limited to, and
concentrated in the entranceway, which has a finely executed split pediment, a leaded
fanlight over the doorway, and the original six-panel door. At least eight of the other
houses built in this period are equally conservative in form, although they display
an unusual level of style in the sophistication of their detailing. Not surprisingly,
most of the more simply detailed of the houses were built by craftsmen and tradesmen.
This architectural conservatism was also evident in four of the five surviving gambrelroofed, one and a half story post-and-beam houses (#10, 13, 15 and 37), all built in
the early National period (1790-1800). These were also built by craftsmen, a shipwright,
a blacksmith, a fuller and carpenter, respectively. The only other similar house was
built earlier in the eighteenth century, the well-preserved Edward Shephard House on
Schoolhouse Lane (ca. 1770, #53).
Fewer ships were built after 1835, and it is interesting to note an apparent connection
between domestic construction and shipbuilding. When the shipyards were completely
idle for eleven years (1839-1851), there was a concurrent lull in domestic construction
in approximately the same period (1842-1858), further illustrating the importance of
this industry to the village. The village economy, however, augmented by limited industrial development, continued to grow and prosper, as evidenced by the variety and
type of buildings constructed between 1835 and 1880. The fifteen surviving buildings
include only eight dwellings, but a church, a store, a school and a public meeting hall
were also built. The upper dam of Mine Brook was enlarged in 1853 to its present
size to serve an iron foundry (1853-1880; site #14). The original mill building at the
lower end of Mine Brook was replaced in about 1865 with a new building and used for a
variety of small scale industries. Some of these buildings were clearly influenced by
the general popularity of the Greek Revival style in the region, but this style of architecture was never employed to the same extent as it was in the neighboring towns
where industrial development was permanently established. Because of its excellent
state of preservation and location on the riverbank, one of these Greek Revival style
houses is notable. Presenting a fully pedimented facade to both the street and the
river, this house,.built in 1838, makes tangible the fact that the river was still
a vital force in this period (#35, photograph 1).
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8. Significance:
At the time of the Civil War one of the most distinctive houses in the district, a
brick Gothic-Revival-style "country cottage," was built by a merchant, Henry Stewart,
a son-in-law of Jesse Hurd. Both its style and its setting reflect the influence of
A.J. Downing and make a marked contrast to its neighbors built at least fifty years
earlier. Set well back from the road on a large, open, well-landscaped lot, it has
seven steeply-pitched gables embellished by white cutwork bargeboards with pendants
and finials at each peak (#56, photograph 20).
Only one other building employs this style, a church located a quarter mile to the
north, also on the east side of the main road. Originally constructed in 1855, it
was moved to this site in 1864 and completely rebuilt in 1877 to a design by Henry
Austin. Austin, noted for his eclectic but restrained sense of style, has captured
the essence of the High Victorian Gothic style in the ornate wooden facade of this
church. Flanking towers of differing heights with pyramidal roofs, and the use of
lancet arched windows throughout, create a vertical thrust. Round-arched bargeboarding softens the pitch of the gable of the nave and makes an effective transitional element between the towers. Simple board-and-batten in the gable and clapboard elsewhere contrast with and enhance the ornate central rose window surmounted
by paired windows. The entrance porch below repeats the form and decorative features
of the gable and serves to anchor the facade. Together all these elements are skillfully handled to create the most elaborate and architecturally significant building
in the district (#7, photograph 21).
Only one other historic building designed by an architect is located in the district:
"Grey Gables," an Elizabethan Revival style estate designed for Courtney Hyde by the
British architect Henry James in 1928. It is typical of many early twentieth-century
estates in its use of medieval detailing. Like many residences built by the wealthy
in this period, who were influenced by the castles on European rivers, the setting is
also typical a high bluff overlooking the Connecticut River valley. The house was
designed and oriented to take full advantage of the view. Where angled wings were not
sufficient, a window is set at an angle to the plane of the wall. Significant in its
own right, this distinctive building adds variety to the architecture of the district.
But because it is screened by trees from general view, it does not compromise the earlier
nineteenth-century ambiance created by the majority of the residences (#24, photograph 22)
An area of considerable historic archaeological sensitivity is also included in the
district. Extensive known documentary sources, deeds, maps, and probate records, can
provide a historical framework for a professional archaeologist to develop a program
for intensive archaeological investigation of this area, designed to reveal the significant archaeological potential of Middle Haddam as a self-contained shipbuilding
river port, believed to be without parallel in the Connecticut River Valley.16
The sites identified in this nomination are concentrated in a limited accessible area
which also includes associated standing structures and historic buildings.*' In addition to known sites, the location of other shipyards, wharves, warehouses and stores
along the river landing can be documented. Submerged remains of maritime activity may
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8. Significance:
also be found on the river bottom in the harbor channel. Both the land and river sites
have been relatively undisturbed.18 No major construction or amateur site excavation
in the delineated historic archaeological area (see map #2) has taken place. Although
it would be expected that submerged artifacts would have lost their stratigraphy due to
river silting, tidal currents and river shipping, the submerged remains of pier heads,
pilings and the known ships' ways would be well-preserved. No dredging has taken place
in the natural harbor channel since the closing of the shipyards in the late-nineteenth
century, suggesting that dredging was never necessary in this area. 19
The remarkable integrity of the village of Middle Haddam has been maintained for a variety of reasons. To a certain extent, natural geographic features limited the physical
growth of the village. There was little space remaining for residential construction
between the river and the ridgeline in the late nineteenth century or room for modern
development or commercial intrusion in this century. Major nineteenth-century industrial development, which changed the historic character of surrounding towns, did not
take place. This lack was fortuitous, preventing the destruction of the earlier resources: historic architecture and historic archaeological sites. The excellent state
of preservation of the district as a whole, until recently not controlled or structured
in any way, has occurred because of the concern and pride of many long-time residents,
some direct descendants of the first settlers. While it does take a certain degree of
imagination on the part of visitors to mentally visualize the shipyards, the ships on
the ways and the related buildings at the river landing, the rest of the historic resources, the houses and sites associated with the riverport, remain frozen in time-creating an historic setting where the only jarring modern intrusion is the presence
of the automobile. In 1917, Odell Shepard, then Lieutenant Governor of Connecticut,
described the river village of Middle Haddam and captured its essence perfectly.20
"...Time never lands there. He comes down every evening on the river
boat, stares for a few minutes at the lights among the leaves, and then
floats on. For he perfected Middle Haddam long ago, and will not touch
it again."

NOTES:
1.

Numbers assigned to historic buildings, sites and archaeological sites refer to this
nomination only. The majority of the photographs date from 1979/1980, but as of June
1983 there has been no change in the properties or sites photographed.

2.

Albion, Baker, Barree, New England and the Sea (Wesleyan University Press, Middletown, CT: 1972), pg. 241ff. See also Robert Albion, The Rise of the New York
Port (Archon Books, Hamden, CT: 1961), pg. 98.

3.

The maritime history of Middle Haddam has been developed from several sources.
See Lucy Potter and William Ritchie; ed. Janice Cunningham, The History and Ar-
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chitecture of East Hampton, (Middletown, CT: 1980), pp 17-27 for a more detailed
account. .[Original research on file at the Greater Middletown Preservation Trust,
27 Washington Street, Middletown, CT.) Primary sources including those cited in
this publication, were consulted whenever possible, including deeds, maps and manuscripts, and cited here. (See also notes 7 and 8.)
4.

Middletown Land Records, 4:202.

5.

Middletown Land Records, 2:241.

6.

Connecticut Archives, "Travel: Highways, Ferries and Bridges," Series 1: 1700-1758.

7.

A number of notable vessels were built at Middle Haddam including the whalers
"Alexandria" and "Sarah," both 500 tons, sailing out of Nantucket for 3-4 year
voyages of the Pacific, and the first clipper ship to sail to China under the flag
of the Griswolds, shipping merchants in New York. Thomas stevens 1'Collect ion, Essex,
CT, in Potter et_ £l_, p. 19. Stevens, a noted authority on Connecticut River ship-*
ping, made his private, uncatalogued papers available to Potter and Ritchie in
1979-1980. Upon his recent death, they were donated to the Connecticut River
Foundation, Steamboat Dock, Essex CT. They are not yet available to scholars.
See also Margaret Dart, Yankee Traders at Sea and Ashore. (William Frederick
Press, New York: 1964).

8.

For this and the following see uncatalogued Hurd Family Papers, Yale University
Library including Business Miscellany. See also Hurd Family Papers Mystic Seaport, Mystic, CT.

9.

Albion et_ al_, p. 48.

10. See note 7 above.
11. Hurd Business Miscellany.

See also Albion, p. 268.

12. Hurd Business Miscellany. "Account /between/ Hall and Hull with Jesse Hurd,"
reproduced in Potter et_ aj_, p. 19. See also Albion, The Rise of the New York
Port, p. 268ff.
13. Among the sailing captains who returned to Middle Haddam were captains Edward C.
Gardner, Nathaniel C. Johnson, Jabez Norton, and William D. Smith. Thomas
Stevens Connecticut River Master Mariners: A Brief Record of the Blue Water
Shipmasters of the Connecticut River. (The Connecticut River Foundation,
Essex, 1979).
14. The original research for the history of each building is on file at the Greater
Middletown Preservation Trust, 27 Washington Street, Middletown, CT See also
compilation in Potter et_ ^1_, pages 54-123.
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15.

Abel Shepard Account Book MS, n.d. (microfilm on file Wesleyan University Library.)

16.

Letter from Robert Dewar, Associate Professor of Anthropology, to David Poirier,
Connecticut Historical Commission, June, 1983.

17.

A carefully constructed excavation schedule, based on documentary research, surface
survey, and test pitting, must include some consideration of the following factors:
It should include the associated domestic sites and buildings, particularly
those used for cottage industries, such as sail making. However, all but one
of the buildings, structures and sites are located in private property. Only a
small right-of-way at the foot of Shipyard Road at the river's edge is publically
owned. The potential of prehistoric sites from native American occupation should
also be considered as these sites are quite often found along watercourses. Other
areas in East Hampton have already yielded artifacts from both grave sites and
hearths. One burial site was excavated in Cobalt, East Hampton at the mouth of
Great Hill Pond Brook only 2000 feet to the north in the nineteenth century. See
Jennifer Cunningham, cited in sources.

18.

An archaeological field survey by the author in 1978 revealed extensive disturbance along one foundation wall, apparently from bottle collectors, in the area
delineated by Knowles, Moodus, Blacksmith Hill at site #S-10. No other sites
revealed any evidence of recent disturbance, but all the sites were exceptionally
free of surface material, probably due to their general location on private property. A local collection of bottles without provenance is on display at the
Middle Haddam Public Library (#46) on this same property. It includes hand
blown and mould blown examples.

19.

Personal communication: Gregory Home, Professor of Geology, Department of Earth
and Environmental Sciences, Wesleyan University, June 7, 1983. Based on his review
of U.S. Coast and Geodetic Navigational Charts from 1891 to the present, dredging
has been confined to the channel area to the north of Middle Haddam Landing.

20.

"Harvest of the Quiet Eye," as cited in Paul Cunningham e_t a1_, published report of
the Middle Haddam District Study Committee, 1973.
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(for Justification see 7:1, paragraph 4)

Beginning at the northeast corner of Lot 5, Block 9, as shown on the East Hampton Tax Assessor's Map 1C, the district boundary extends in a westerly direction along the north
property line of Lot 5 to the northwest corner. Here the boundary turns to the south and
extends along the rear property lines of Lot 5, 6 and 7, and Lots 9G, 10, 11 and 12 on
Map 2C to join the western boundary of Lot 16, Block 19. It extends along the westerly
property line of that lot and crosses that lot to meet the northern property line of Lot
17, Block 9. It then follows the perimeter of Lot 17, Block 9 to the bank of the Connecticut River, extending into the river to the midpoint (Middletown's corporate boundary). At the midpoint of the river it turns to the south and follows the midline of the
river to a point directly to the west of the southern property line of Lot 16, Block 18.
At this point the boundary turns to the east to meet that line and continues along that
line to the western (rear) property line of Lot 19B, Block 18, Map 2. At this point, it
turns in a southerly direction to follow the west and south property lines of that lot
to a point where it joins Lot 20, Block 18 and continues around that lot to Moodus Road.
Here the boundary turns to the north and extends along the west side of Moodus Road to a
point immediately opposite the southern property line of Lot 7, Block 21, Map 2C. At
this point it crosses Moodus Road in an easterly direction to meet that line and continues along that line to the rear property line of that lot. Here the boundary turns
in a generally northerly direction to meet the southern property lines of Lot 6, Block
21, also on Map 2C, extending along this line to the southeast corner of that lot. Here
it turns and extends around the property line of that lot to meet Lot 5, Block 21 and
continues in a generally southerly direction across the rear property lines of Lots 5,
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4, 3 and 2 to meet the rear property line of Lot 34, Block 21. Here it turns to the east
and extends along the rear property lines of Lots 34 and 35 to the southeast corner of
Lot 35 and turns to the north along the eastern property line of that lot to meet School house Lane. At this point the district boundary turns to the west and continues along the
south side of School house Lane to a point immediately opposite to Lot 3, Block 12 on the
corner of Schoolhouse Lane and Moodus Road. Crossing Schoolhouse Lane at 90 degrees to
meet that lot, the boundary extends around the complete perimeter of that lot to meet Lot
4, Block 12. Here it turns in a northeasterly direction and crosses Lot 4, Block 12 to
meet the southeast corner of Lot 5B. Continuing along the rear property lines of 5B, 5A
and 6 to the northeast corner of Lot 6, the boundary turns and extends along the northern
property line of, that lot, crosses Long Hill Road and continues along the northern property line of Lot 7, Block 11 and crosses Keighley Pond Road. Here the boundary meets
Lot 8, Block 10 and extends completely around that lot to meet Lot 7a. Here it turns to
the west and extends along the north side of Lot 7a and 6 to Moodus Road. Crossing Moodus
Road at 90 degrees, the district boundary then turns in a northerly direction and continues
along the west side of Moodus until it meets the first point.
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