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Office OI the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 

1. Town 
I / o r c e s t e r 

Address 770 Ma in S t r e e t 

Name Dnwil. ny-Ta;^1 Man s i nn 

Present use s c h o o l / o f f i c e s 

Present owner W o r c e s t e r J u n i o r C o l l e 
C e n t r a l I \ f ,S . C o l l e g e o f Technolog; 

3, Description: 770 M a i n S t r e e t 

Date 1 8 I L 2 

Source O l d - T i m e Hew E n g l a n d , v . X I 

Style Greek Revival 

Architect E l i a s C a r t e r 

Exterior wall fabric c l a p b o a r d 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features 2 - 3 t o r e y p o r t i c o w i t h 
v a r i a t i o n on C o r i n t h i a n c a p i t a l s , 
d e c o r a t e d windo^^r caps and door t r i i 
o c t a g o n a l c u p o l a w i t h c i r c u l a r , 
p ro . i ec t in^q r o o f s u p p o r t e d b? coluirg 

m i n o r - see 
Altered r e v e r s e #9 Date 

Moved yes Date 1653 
A s s e s s o r s ' Book 6, p . 1 7 6 

5. Lot size: 16 1 5 , 300 • s q . f t , 

One acre or less 

Approximate frontage 

Over one acre 

8 0 ' 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

35' 
VJ , i - i , oeaiiian 

6. Recorded by e<^« B . K . P f e i f f e r 

Organization V''ore . H e r i t a g e P r e s . Soc , 

Date Noveraber 1977 

(over) 



7, Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

L e v i A . Dowley 

res idenc e 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l ( c o l l e g i a t e ) , a f t e r 1957 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

, Designed by Elias Carter, the Dov^ley-Taylor Mansion i s the raost w e l l -
preserved example of the large number of elaborate Greek Kevival style 
mansions b u i l t i n V/orcester from the l a t e l820s u n t i l the l a t e I8I4.OS (of 
which less than s i x remain). Characteristic of Carter's Worcester designs, 
the Dowley-Taylor Mansion i s a two-storey frame house w i t h a two-storey 
Corinthian portico along i t s facade (east), hip roof and cupola. The 
house's facade i s symmetrical, consisting of a center-entry (Corinthian 
surround w i t h entablature, cornice, anthemion and a c r o t e r i a ) , flanked on 
each side by two f l o o r - t o - c e i l i n g windoxiTS w i t h moulded caps set on acanthus 
brackets (the friezes of these caps contain anthemia appliques). At the 
facade's second storey are f i v o 3-;';rimetrical spaced windows, each w i t h a 
cap i d e n t i c a l to the f i r s t storey window caps. The corners of the house 
are trimmed w i t h p i l a s t e r s which r i s e to acanthus and lotus c a p i t a l s . 
The cupola consists of an octagonal enclosed structure (with 6/6 windows 
bearing o r i g i n a l stained glass) surrounded by a c i r c u l a r porch supported 
by coltAmns w i t h lotus and acanthus c a p i t a l s . Alterations to the house 
have included the removal of the parapet (with carved eagle over the entry) 
and the replacement of sash (ca,1900). 

f i r s t occupied by Levi 
^ the Quinsigamond Bank, 
the east side - f Main Street 

Completed i n l8i4.2, the Dowley-Taylor House was 
Dowley, a leather raerchant and incorporator o" 
knoim. to have had a shoe and leather store on 
near Pleasant Street, as early as 1825, Dowley suffered f i n a n c i a l f a i l u r e 
i n 161|7 and was forced to s e l l his house to Ethan A l l e n , a gun manufacturer, 
In 1853 Allen responded to the growing coni-aercial value of the house's 

( c o n t . ) 
10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 

early maps, etc.) 

C a r r u t h , Louise' , Old Worcester Houses (scrapbooks) 
Worcester Telegranu June 21|, 195T^ 
x-'orbes, H a r r i e t t e V/, " E l i a s C a r t e r , A r c h i t e c t , of V/orcester, Mass," 

Old Time Hew England, v o l , X I , ; r2 . October, 1920, pp, 5R-
H u t t , C, H i s t o r y o f V/orcester and I t s People, v o l , i l , p p , IO82, IO89, 

T09^ 
Rice , i.'',P. VJorcester o f IS98, p . 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL (ZCM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

Vj'orcester 

Form No: 
l l i . l - j ^ 

n_ ^ xj uowiey-Tayior 
Property Name: Mansion 

Indicate each item on inventory form v*tich is being continued below. 

9. 
o r i g i n a l 
location 

s i t e by s e l l i n g the land and moving the house to i t s present 
south of the business d i s t r i c t . 

Anecdotally,Mrs, Harriette Forbes (biographer of Elias Garter) recorded 
that during the. b r i e f period i n which Ethan Allen l i v e d i n the house he 
"x-j-as aroused one night and discovered a t h i e f about to take o f f \<ith. the 
family s i l v e r . Mr, Allen was a large vigorous man and the t h i e f was small; 
the t h i e f was given a vigorous flogging w i t h a cane and then put i n the 
cake c l c s e t . Bade i n bed Mr. Allen's anger got the better of him and he 
went down once more to repeat the chastisement," Afte.r A l l e n the house 
was occupied by several f a m i l i e s including Jonathan Grout, owner of Davis 
and Banister, atotioners and booksellers, and Dr, Frank Eelley, one-time 
Ma7for of V/orcester, In l882 the house vjas purchased by Hansom C, Taylor, 
a prominent l o c a l r e a l estate developer and speculator, regarding whom 
more biograohical information has been recorded w i t h the Building Survey 
Form #191-A, 3& - -- -- - -

In 1952 ' 
in 195? 

Stap le t o I n v e n t o r y form at bo t tom 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304 


