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IMASSACRUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSIGNT
Office Ol the Secretary, State House, Boston

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

(over)

1.

In Area no. Form no.
I/orcester

Town
Address 770 Main Street
Name Dnwil.ny-Ta;"1 Mansi nn
Present use school/offices
Present owner Worcester Junior Colle
Central I\f,S. College of Technolog;
Description: 770 Main Street
Date 181L2

Source Old-Time Hew England, v. X |
Style G eek Revival
Architect Elias Carter

Exterior wall fabric clapboard

Outbuildings (describe) none

Other features 2-3torey portico with

variation on Corinthian capitals,

decorated windo™r caps and door trii
octagonal cupola with circular,

pro.iectin®g roof supported b? coluirg
minor - see

Altered reverse #9 Date

Moved yes Date 1653

A ssessors' Book 6, p.176
L ot size: 16 15,300+sqg.ft,

One acre or less Over one acre

Approximate frontage 80"

Approximate distance of building from street

35
V3, i-i,oeaiiian
Recorded by e« B.K. Pfeiffer

Organization V'"ore. Heritage Pres. Soc,

Date Noveraber 1977



7, Original owner (if known) Levi A. Dowley

Original use residence

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates institutional (collegiate), after 1957

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

, Designed by Elias Carter, the Dov”ley-Taylor Mansion is the raost well-
preserved exanple of the large nunber of elaborate Geek Kevival style
mansi ons built in V/orcester fromthe late 1820s until the late 1814 C5 (of
which less than six remain). Characteristic of Carter's Worcester designs,
the Dowl ey-Tayl or Mansion is a two-storey frame house with a two-storey
Corinthian portico along itsfacade (east), hip roof andcupola. The
house's facade is symmetrical, consisting of a center-entry (Corinthian
surround with entablature, cornice, anthemon andacroteria), flanked on
each side bﬁ/tvm floor-to-ceiling wndoxi TS with noul ded caps set on acanthus
brackets (the friezes of these caps contain anthem a appliques). At the
facade's second store?/ are fivo 3-;";rinmetrical spaced wi ndows, each with a
cap identical tothe 1irst storey window caps. Thecorners of the house
are trimmed with pilasterswhich rise t oacanthus andlotus capitals.

The cupola consists of an octagonal enclosed structure (with 6/6 w ndows
bearing original stained glass) surrounded by a circular porch supported
by coltAms with |otus andacanthus capitals. Alterations t othe house
have included the removal of the parapet (with carved eagle over the entry)
and the replacement of sash (ca, 1900).

Conpleted in |84.2 the Dow ey-Taylor House was first occupied by Levi
Dow ey, a |eather raerchant andincorporator o* the Quinsigamond Bank,
knoim. t o have had a shoe and|eather store onthe east side -f Main Street
near Pleasant Street, as early as 1825, Dow ey suffered financial failure
In 161\%7 and was forced t osell his house t oEthan Allen, a gun manufacturer,
In 1853 Allen responded t othe growi ng coni-aercial value of the house's

(cont.)
10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Carruth, Louise’, OIld Worcester Houses (scrapbooks)

Worcester Telegranu June 21|, 195T"

x-'‘orbes, Harriette V/, "Elias Carter, Architect, of V/orcester, Mass,"
Old Time Hew England, vol, X1, ;r2. October, 1920, pp, 5R-

Hutt, C, I—#iogjt\ory of V/orcester and Its People, vol, i | ,pp, 1082, 1089,

Rice, i.",P. VJorcester of 1S98, p.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Fom No:
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL (ZOMASSION Vj'orcester -7
Office of the Secretary, Boston ) ) )
B N X uow”ﬁy—Taa/lor
operty Name ansion

Indicate each item on inventory form v*tich is being continued below.

ogr'i ginal site by selling theland andnoving the house toits present

location south of the business district.

Anecdotal |y, Ms, Harriette Forbes (biographer of Elias Garter) recorded
that during the. brief period i nwhich Ethan Allen lived i nthe house he
"xj-88 aroused one night anddiscovered a thief about totake off \<ith.the
fam|I¥ silver. M, Allen was a large vigorous man andthe thief was small;

the thief was given a vigorous flogging with a cane andthen put in the
cake clcset. de i nbed M. Allen's anger got the better of hi mand he
went down once nore t orepeat the chastisement,” Afte.r Allen the house

was occupi ed by several families including Jonathan Grout, owner of Davis
and Banister, atotioners andbooksellers, andDr, Frank Eelley, one-time
Ma7for of Viorcester, | n1 882 t he house vjas purchased by HansomC Tayl or,
a promnent local real estate developer and speculator, regarding whom
nore biograohical information has been recorded with the Building Survey
Form #191-A, 3& -- - - -

In 1952 '
in 1957

€
n

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



