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Wells House is a well constructed, ten-room house not counting halls,
baths, sleeping porches, etc. This imposing structure was once the most
elegant home in Wenatchee; and although it is now sixty-three years old,
its beauty leaves a lasting impression on all who see it.

Walls of the basement and first story are made of native hand-squared
rock over a foot in thickness. Two upper stories are of wooden frame
construction sheeted with cedar shingles. Shallow board moldings break
up the expanse of shingles on the upper two stories giving the house a
Tudor-like appearance.

A large tower, also made of native rock, extends from ground level to the
overall height of the house. The rounded tower is surmounted by a
crenulated battlement much like that seen on the Tower of London. No other
structure of this design exists in the Wenatchee Valley.

The entry way has unique stained-glass windows of apple pattern design.
Massive, tapering supports made of river cobbles and native rock support
a carriage port and porch timbers. The use of native rock in a substantial
part of the building, capped with wood in rustic tints, causes Wells House
to blend effectively with the Wenatchee environment.\\

The house and mature trees and other plants which surround it makes this
property one of the scenic attractions in Wenatchee.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Wells House, the most historic building remaining in Wenatchee, was built
in 1909 by W.T. Clark, known as the "Father of the Wenatchee Valley". It
was he who brought water to the valley through the Highline Irrigation
Canal, which in turn resulted in Wenatchee's becoming the "Apple Capital
of the World". \‘

The house was designed by_Mrs__ﬂﬁz;_glgrk and constructed by ranch hands
under the supervision of C.A. Sterling. Mrs. Clark also designed the
stained~glass windows, working out an apple pattern unique in Wenatchee.

Wenatchee, at this time, had approximately 4,000 inhabitants and had, for
the previous few years, experienced a surge of growth. Irrigating canals
had been constructed and the products of orchard, farm, and ranch from the
surrounding area were brought to the city for shipment. It was in the
context of this bustling growth of a frontier community that this
extravagant residence was built. Even today, when we as a people are much
more sophisticated about architectural styles and designs, this unique
building catches and holds one's attention. The imposing mass of the
native hand-squared rock imparts the feeling of the old, solid and
traditional. The use of wood in the carriage-port and on the second story
successfully combines with it to convey something of the future optimism
of the region.

In 1919, the historic home became the property of Mr. and Mrs. A.Z. Wells
who arrived in Wenatchee in 1902. Mr. Wells and a cousin A.L. Morris,
established a hardware store, specializing in orchard and irrigation
equipment. In time, Mr. Wells and a partner, J.M. Wade, expanded the
Wells' business to include growing, packing and selling fruit. At the
time of his death the hardware store had become the largest of its kind
in North Central Washington and his orchard heldings totaling 900 acres.

Repaying a community which had given them prosperity, Mr. and Mrs. Wells
set up a charitable foundation for the benefit of several North Central
Washington beneficiaries.

In addition to gifts of money, Mr. and Mrs. Wells deeded their beautiful
home to the Wenatchee School District as a place to develop a campus for
Wenatchee Valley College. The house and five acres of landscaped land

became the first unit among several buildings and a later-expanded campus
of the college.
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#8 Significance Wells House

Wells House is a most deserving historic site. It is a memorial to W.T. Clark
and A.Z. Wells - men who saw the potential importance of Wenatchee soil,
climate and geographic location and persevered to develop opportunity for
themselves and their neighbors, as well.

It is the belief of many that Wells House not only commemorates the history
of two men, but represents a period of history in our valley where rugged
pioneers like Clark, Wells and many others carved out of the sage brush the
beginnings of civilization in our great valley. It is also a commemoration of
other beginnings; those of a campus for a community college. The house,
whether usable or not, should be preserved as a tribute to Mr. Wells and many
other empire builders whose foresight has given us the flourishing industries
and title "Apple Capital of the World" that we so proudly hold today.

GPO 921.724




