
rm No. 1O-3OO . -\O-' •' f f*f / 1 
^eM f [J iX

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

NAME

HISTORIC
Register Rock

AND/OR COMMON

LOCATION
STREET & NUMBER

_NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY, TOWN

STATE
Idaho

, __ -- - VICINITY OF American
CODE
16

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Fal 1 s Second
COUNTY CODE
Power 077 •*"

CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY
—DISTRICT 
_ BUILDING(S)

—STRUCTURE

—SITE 
Y 
^OBJECT

OWNERSHIP
—PUBLIC 

—PRIVATE

—BOTH

PUBLIC ACQUISITION
_IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED

STATUS
OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED

—WORK IN PROGRESS

ACCESSIBLE
— YES: RESTRICTED 

X_YES: UNRESTRICTED

—NO

PRESENT USE
_ AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL J^PARK

—EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION

—MILITARY —OTHER:

OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME State of Idaho
STREET & NUMBER

_____Department of Parks
CITY, TOWN

Boise VICINITY OF

STATE

Idaho
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Power County Courthouse
COURTHOUSE, 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC.

STREET & NUMBER

CITY, TOWN

American Falls
STATE

Idaho
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

Idaho State Historic Sites Inventory
TITLE

DATE

1972 —FEDERAL 'L.STATE —COUNTY OCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS Idaho State Historical Society
CITY, TOWN

Boise
STATE

Idaho



i DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED ^UNALTERED ^_ORIGINAL SITE

—GOOD _RUINS _ALTERED _MOVED DATE.
—FAIR __UNEXPOSED

Register Rock is a large basaltic rock polished by the Bonneville flood. Approxi­ 
mately 7' high and 15' in diameter, the rock has a multitude of names inscribed 
by California and Oregon Trail travelers. These inscriptions are both incised 
and painted, with some names painted in axle grease in 1849 still visible.

The State has erected a wooden, open-air, pavillion to shelter the rock and protect 
it from erosion and vandalism.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Register Rock is an important site along the California and Oregon trails. Similar 
to Independence rock—but on a lesser scale—it is one of several rocks along the 
route used by emigrants as a place to inscribe their names. It is the best pre­ 
served site serving this function in Idaho.

In this vicinity, the Oregon trail was originally developed by trappers. After 
1840 emigrants on their way to the Willamette Valley in Oregon or to California's 
central valley travelled over it. The trail was the major route to the Pacific 
Northwest until the completion of the Oregon Short Line in 1884. However, even 
after this date numerous settlers employed the trail in their quest for a new home.
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