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Register Rock is a large basaltic rock polished by the Bonneville flood. Approxi 
mately 7' high and 15' in diameter, the rock has a multitude of names inscribed 
by California and Oregon Trail travelers. These inscriptions are both incised 
and painted, with some names painted in axle grease in 1849 still visible.

The State has erected a wooden, open-air, pavillion to shelter the rock and protect 
it from erosion and vandalism.



[1 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
—PREHISTORIC

— 1400-1499

—1500-1599

—1600-1699 

1700-1799

—1800-1899

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_AGRICULTURE 

_ARCHITECTURE 

_ART

—COMMERCE

—COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING

—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS

—EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING 

X_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW

—LITERATURE

—MILITARY

—MUSIC

—PHILOSOPHY

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

—THEATER

—TRANSPORTATION

—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES 1840-1900 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Register Rock is an important site along the California and Oregon trails. Similar 
to Independence rock—but on a lesser scale—it is one of several rocks along the 
route used by emigrants as a place to inscribe their names. It is the best pre 
served site serving this function in Idaho.

In this vicinity, the Oregon trail was originally developed by trappers. After 
1840 emigrants on their way to the Willamette Valley in Oregon or to California's 
central valley travelled over it. The trail was the major route to the Pacific 
Northwest until the completion of the Oregon Short Line in 1884. However, even 
after this date numerous settlers employed the trail in their quest for a new home.
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hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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