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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The William Ford House is a highly visible structure Tocated just off Highway 31-W
in Edmonson County in western Kentucky. Facing south, the house sits approximately
100 feet from the road, protected by a heavily shaded yard, and is adjacent to

the Warren County line.

The Ford house is a two-story, single pile, I-house, that is Greek Revival in

scale. Flemish bond brickwork appears on the facade, with Common bond elsewhere.
The round arched entrance, which probably originally contained a fanlight, now
exhibits a wooden Victorian surround. Wooden lintels top the window openings, and
semi-projecting chimneys flank the main block. A one-story ell (which ap?ears later
than the main block), with a 20th century addition projects from the rear

(see photos 1-5

The Ford house contains Victorian woodwork on the interior, which appears to date
from the 1880s or 1890s. The left front parlor mantelpiece exhibits a slight
Federal influence, with the use of colonnettes, sunbursts, and reeded edges along
the mantel shelf. This design is echoed in the reeded window trim and bull's eye
corner blocks displayed throughout the structure. Two floor to ceiling cupboards
flank the parlor mantelpiece (see photos 6-7

The central passage contains an open well, two-flight staircase. A large square
Victorian newel post, with small sunbursts is the most decorative element and the
stair is further embellished with ornamental brackets, and small bulls' eyes.

Some of the other details displayed throughout the house include six inch baseboards,
chairrailing,bull's eye corner blocks and reeded window trim, and horizontally
paneled doors.

The nominated area includes the house and yard area, composing the lot under present
ownership.

1It is possible that the ell was originally two stories in height, then later
truncated.
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» Located ten miles south of Brownsville, in western Kentucky, the William Ford House
is one of few early 19th century brick structures in Edmonson County. The
original owner, Dr. William Ford (1793-1860) served for many years as the only

| physician in the Green River area of Kentucky in the early part of the 19th century.

. Born in 1793, in North Carolina, William Ford came to Kentucky at an early age and
invested in a large tract of land in present day Edmonson County. He built the

i existing brick structure around 1830, making it one of the earliest homes in the

| area.l "Dr. Ford was considered an exce]]ent physician and maintained a practice
encompassing a large territory between the Green and Barren rivers. His small brick
office, which originally stood next to his house on Highway 31-W is no longer extant.
| Dr. Ford also apparent]y served as part-time minister between 1833 and 1835, as

| "Reverent" Ford is mentioned in an early Edmonson County marr1age book.

The absence of any significant number of historic brick structures in Edmonson County
heightens the importance of the Ford house. Although slightly altered since construction,
the changes wrought within the Ford house are as pleasing as they are well executed.

Fine Victorian mantels and woodwork are displayed throughout the structure. The
integrity of the exterior of the house has not been compromised in any way. The "
well-laid brick and entrance surround still exhibit their early qualities.

]A1though within the Timits of Edmonson County, the Ford house is similar
in scale and form to several structures in Warren County along Highway 31-W. Most
of these houses have already been listed on the National Register (see Warren County
Multiple Resouces Area - listed December 18, 1979).
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
A line parallel to,and sixty feet from, the foundations of the structure.
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