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‘The Unlon Passenger Terminal was deslgned by Gllbert Stanly Underwood,

of Los Angeles, and completed in 1931 An Omaha firm, Peter Kiewit and
Sons, was awarded the one and one-fourth million dollar contract for the
construction of the major unit.

The terminal is of steel frame construction on_reinforced.concrete
piling. The exterior gives a massive masculine appearance. It's
exterior is of cream—colored glazed terra cotta. Over the doors of the
engineer; over the 10th Street (West) entrance are flgures of a ci;il
engineer and railroad mechanic. Speaking at the time the Omaha station
was built, the architect, Gilbert S. Underwood said, "We have tried to
- express the dlstlnctlve character of the rall-road —-- strength, power,

masculinity."”

The interior is finished in plaster with Oregon pine, and white oak
trim. The floor is of terrazo and concrete. The main floor waiting room
has ten cathedral-like windows of rose, amber, and green ‘transTucent plate
glass, flanked by columnettes of blue Belgian marble, and a wainscoting of
black Belgian marble. .This main floor waiting room is lighted by crystal
and bronze chandeliers weighing two-thousand pounds each. At the east end
is a bronze tablet commemorating the breaking of the ground and start of
construction on the Union Pacific Railroad, the laying of the first rail,

‘and the driving of the golden spike at Promontory, Utah. !

On the west wall in the restaurant are' six murals by Artist Joseph -
W. Keller, also of Los Angeles. These murals depict various stages in the
 development of transportation.

A covered concourse on the north connects the Union Passage Terminal
with the Burlington Statlon (also reconstructed in 1930). :

The building at present stands vacated and v1rtually unchanged since
it's constructron in 1930.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Gilbert S. Underwood was considered 4t the time of the design of
the Union Terminal, as an "ult¥amodern' architect. The Union Terminal

System e
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typifieg, in it's strength and masculinity, the numerous passenger
stations Underwood des1gned as consultlng architect to the Union Pacific

The particular d651gn of the Union Terminal in Omaha can also be
con31dered as typlcal of much of Amerlcan "Utllltarlan Archltecture "

mechanical thrust characterizing the period ‘that began in the late
nineteenth century and continued well into'the twentieth century. The
Union Terminals architectural styling. beglns to point to the seepage

of EuroPean architectural influences. Particularly that of the Bauhaus
and its "utilitarian look," and also that of the modernistic mode in
architectural decoration, perhaps better exemplified is Underwoods
later design for the San Francisco mint.

The completion of the Union Passenger Terminal and the reconstruc-
tion of the comnected Burlington Station firmly estabiished Omaha as an
important railroad.terminus in_ the midwest. With a daily passenger
capacity of over 8,000 the Union Termlnal shrved“ besides the Union
Pacific, the North Westerm, Rock Island, M1 waukee, M1ssour1 Pac1f1c
and Wabash railroads. With the decllne in recent years of the railroad
passenger era, ‘the Union Terminal was abanddned by the Union Pacific
for passenger service. The building now stands vacated, although
several feasible proposals have been made for its hoped for preservation
as one of Omaha's finest landmarks.
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