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The Union Passenger Terminal was designed by GJ:l.ber^_S_t,ari]:yJJnderwood, 
of Los Angeles, and completed in 1931. An Omaha firm, PetelT¥ie^lFarid    
Sons, was awarded the one and one-fourth million dollar contract for the 
construction of the major unit.

The terminal is of s_te^^fr_ame_cc.ns.tru^tj^
piling^ The exterior gives a massive masculine appearance. It f s 
§££££i°JL is of cJ!§^r^JL<3^d-^lazed terra cot:ta. Over the doors of the 
north main entrance are sculptured-figures^of"*a brakeman and locomotive 
engineer; over the 10th Street (west) entrance are figures of a~civil 
engineer and railroad mechanic. Speaking at the time the Omaha station 
was built, the architect, Gilbert S. Underwood said, "We have tried to 
express the distinctive character of the rail-road   strength, power, 
masculinity." ,

The interior is finished in plaster with Oregon pine, and white oak 
trim. The floor is of terrazo and concrete. The .iiaain^floor waiting room 
has teiL_.catJ3LfidrLaJ^MJ^e;J£^^^^ amb er, and^r^eTT"trlinsT[ti^er^ e 
giasSjL flanked by columi^ettes of blue Belgian marble, and a wainscoting of 
black Belgian marble. TJiis main floor waiting room is lighted by crystal 
and bronze chandeliers weighing two-thousand pounds each. At the east end 
is.a bronze tablet commemorating the breaking of the groubd and start of 
construction on the Union Pacific Railroad, the laying of^ the first rail, 
and the driving of the golden spike at Promontory, Utah. '

On the west wall in the restaurant are'six murals byj Artist Joseph 
W. Keller, also of Los Angeles. These murals depict various stages in the 
development of transportation. ;

A covered concourse on the north connects the Union Passage Terminal 
with the Burlington Station (also reconstructed in 1930).

The building at present stands vacated and virtually unchanged since 
it's construction in 1930. "-
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Gilbert S. Underwood was considered at th.e time of the design of 
the Union Terminal, as an "jJL]L.traimj^^ The Union Terminal 
typifies, in it's strength and masculinity, the numerous passenger 
stations Underwood designed as consulting arclii'te^FTo H:ie~T]nTon"Pacific

The particular design 6f tfie Union Terminal in Omaha can also be 
considered as typi.ca_l._p^_much _of American "TJtilitarian Architecture," 
or architecture which accomod^tlTd~~6r^lif£^^ the risljcig 
mechanical thrust characterizing the period that began in the late 
nineteenth century and continued well into the twentieth century. The 
Union Terminals architectural styling begins to point to the seepage 
of European architectural influences . Particularly that of the Bauhaus 
and its "utilitarian look j" and also that of the modernistic mode in 
architectural decoration, perhaps better exemplified is Underwoods 
later design for the San Francisco mint.

The 9^mplftion of: the Union Passenger Terminal and the reconstruc­ 
tion of the conriecfeTTtorHng ton Station firmly established Omaha as an 
ijffipjrj^^j^ilr.^ With a daily passenger 
capacity of over 8,000 Uiaio Unin^

Wabash railroads . With the decline in recent years of the railroad 
passenger era, the Union Terminal was abandoned by the Union Pacific 
for passenger service. The building now stands vacated, although 
several feasible proposals have been made for its hoped for preservation 
as one of Omaha 1 s finest landmarks.



Federal Writer's Project, Nebraska: A Guide to the Cornhusker State, 
New York: Viking Press, 1939.

Architectural Forum, "Portrait of Gilbert S. Underwood," 73: sup. 14, 
November, 1940.

Architecture arid Egirieering, 124:32-3, January 1936. 

Files - Nebraska State Historical Society

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

NW 

NE

SE

sw

LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN TF.N ACRES

LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

95° 55' 40"

LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

4r 15' 05"

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: Approx acre
ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES.

CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE:

NAME AND Tl

Persijs Kolberg, Curator of Historic Sites
ORGANI ZATION

Nebraska State Historical Society
DATE

Sept. 22, 1971
STREET AND NUMBER:

1500 "R" Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Lincoln Nebraska 31

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

National Q State ££ Local Q

Name

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

TitleDirector, Nebraska State
Historical Society

Date

GP o 9 o I -0 8 7



4SSEA/G

(OMAHA SO
6866 III NW

SCALE 1:24000

1340000 FEET (IOWA) 1 I R. 44

1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 FEET

CONTOUR INTERVAL 10 FEET
DOTTED LINES REPRESENT 5-FOOT CONTOURS

DATUM IS MEAN SEA LEVEL

NEBRASKA



(July {S1 UN'TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

tx>

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNT

P ROP ERTY MAP FORM ———

(Type a// e/rfr/es - attach to or enclose with map) *
"• ————————— —————————— _ __ -.— __._........ fj* JJ

Nebraska
Y

Douglas
FOR NFS USE ONLY

NTRY NUMBER DATE

U3/.0004T H//AH/
2 pa«^^ ——————————————— ̂ ______ ———————————————————————————

Q -»*-«««««a ——
COMMON: Union Passenger Terminal

I" ——— ̂ m:^^^^^^.^

r>
Q£
h-
</•>

— 10th and Marcy Streets

Omaha
CODE COUNTY:

Nebraska 31 Dougla
CODE

LS 055
y Iliiilli^ W*:w:¥:^x:y:-:-

UJ
UJ , ——

U.S.G.S. quadrangle, Omaha North 4
SCALE: 1:24,000 /.-
DATE! 1956 CPrmtn -revised 1969J '

^
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS \

1. Property boundaries where required. 
2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

'v- - (^K— -r — ;,• .' . ;• •<? ——— Lz^, ————
'.;/ • 'V ;' ' r- ' .",

•i '\; ..-•" ">., . ?\

••• '"'"• - , :i

;.,, ,;' :.;,: : - ;'/ 
\V:"/;-- ......_.. ^-•^•• /


