
Form 10-300 
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

Nebraska
COUNTY:

Douglas
FORNPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

Union Passenger Terminal
AND/OR HISTORIC:

10th and Marcy Streets
CITY OR TOWN:

Omaha

Nebraska 31 Douglas 055

CATEGORY 

(Check One)
OWNERSHIP STATUS

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

O District (xl Building

Q Site Q Structure

D Object

D Public 

Q Private 

Both

Public Acquisition: 

g] In Process 

[~1 Being Considered

I | Occupied 

[2 Unoccupied 

I I Preservation work 

in progress

Yes:

|X] Restricted 

Q Unrestricted 

D No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Q Agricultural 

Q Commercial 

f~l Educational 

[~j Entertainment

f~l Government 

Q Industrial 

n Military 

[| Museum

D Park

f~1 Private Residence

[~1 Religious

|~~1 Scientific

Transportation 

Other (Specify)

Q Comments

At present 
in disuse.

lilliiiiillllllilliii
OWNER'S NAME:

Union Pacific Railroad
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Omaha
CODE

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

____________County Clerk, Douglas County C
STREET AND NUMBER:

1700 Farnum Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Omaha

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Historic Preservation in Nebraska - Preliminary Plan
DATE OF SURVEY: October 1970 Federal State County Q Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Nebraska State Historical Society
STREET AND NUMBER:

1500 "R" Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Lincoln Nebraska Ji.



CONDITION

(Check One) 

Excellent; Q Good Q Fair Q Deteriorated d Ruins d Unexposed

(Check One) 

Moved . ••-. S Original Site

The Union Passenger Terminal was designed by GJ:l.ber^_S_t,ari]:yJJnderwood, 
of Los Angeles, and completed in 1931. An Omaha firm, PetelT¥ie^lFarid    
Sons, was awarded the one and one-fourth million dollar contract for the 
construction of the major unit.

The terminal is of s_te^^fr_ame_cc.ns.tru^tj^
piling^ The exterior gives a massive masculine appearance. It f s 
§££££i°JL is of cJ!§^r^JL<3^d-^lazed terra cot:ta. Over the doors of the 
north main entrance are sculptured-figures^of"*a brakeman and locomotive 
engineer; over the 10th Street (west) entrance are figures of a~civil 
engineer and railroad mechanic. Speaking at the time the Omaha station 
was built, the architect, Gilbert S. Underwood said, "We have tried to 
express the distinctive character of the rail-road   strength, power, 
masculinity." ,

The interior is finished in plaster with Oregon pine, and white oak 
trim. The floor is of terrazo and concrete. The .iiaain^floor waiting room 
has teiL_.catJ3LfidrLaJ^MJ^e;J£^^^^ amb er, and^r^eTT"trlinsT[ti^er^ e 
giasSjL flanked by columi^ettes of blue Belgian marble, and a wainscoting of 
black Belgian marble. TJiis main floor waiting room is lighted by crystal 
and bronze chandeliers weighing two-thousand pounds each. At the east end 
is.a bronze tablet commemorating the breaking of the groubd and start of 
construction on the Union Pacific Railroad, the laying of^ the first rail, 
and the driving of the golden spike at Promontory, Utah. '

On the west wall in the restaurant are'six murals byj Artist Joseph 
W. Keller, also of Los Angeles. These murals depict various stages in the 
development of transportation. ;

A covered concourse on the north connects the Union Passage Terminal 
with the Burlington Station (also reconstructed in 1930).

The building at present stands vacated and virtually unchanged since 
it's construction in 1930. "-
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Gilbert S. Underwood was considered at th.e time of the design of 
the Union Terminal, as an "jJL]L.traimj^^ The Union Terminal 
typifies, in it's strength and masculinity, the numerous passenger 
stations Underwood designed as consulting arclii'te^FTo H:ie~T]nTon"Pacific

The particular design 6f tfie Union Terminal in Omaha can also be 
considered as typi.ca_l._p^_much _of American "TJtilitarian Architecture," 
or architecture which accomod^tlTd~~6r^lif£^^ the risljcig 
mechanical thrust characterizing the period that began in the late 
nineteenth century and continued well into the twentieth century. The 
Union Terminals architectural styling begins to point to the seepage 
of European architectural influences . Particularly that of the Bauhaus 
and its "utilitarian look j" and also that of the modernistic mode in 
architectural decoration, perhaps better exemplified is Underwoods 
later design for the San Francisco mint.

The 9^mplftion of: the Union Passenger Terminal and the reconstruc 
tion of the conriecfeTTtorHng ton Station firmly established Omaha as an 
ijffipjrj^^j^ilr.^ With a daily passenger 
capacity of over 8,000 Uiaio Unin^

Wabash railroads . With the decline in recent years of the railroad 
passenger era, the Union Terminal was abandoned by the Union Pacific 
for passenger service. The building now stands vacated, although 
several feasible proposals have been made for its hoped for preservation 
as one of Omaha 1 s finest landmarks.
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