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1. Name

historic Adans- Nervi ne Asyl um

andlor common same, also Adams Arboretum condominiums

2. Location

street & number 990-1020 Centre Street ' not for publication

city, town Boston vicinity of congressional district nineth

state Massachusetts . ..~ 025 county Suffolk code 025

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum

X building(s) X private * unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational _X private residence "or\diD)
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object ijii”™ in process, *X yes:restricted government scientific
~J__ being considered yes: unrestricted Industrial transportation
no 1 military other:
4 . Owner of Property see continuation sheet No
name MnLITiPLe

Street & number

city, town (jilnvicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Suffolk Countv Reeistrv of Deeds ! AV
Street & number Pemberton Square
city, town Boston state Massachusetts
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Assets of the X
titlte Commonwealth o*" Massachusptts "Nastills property been determined elegibie? yes no
date December 1977 federal .Y state Rniinty loral

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission

city, town 2°~ton State Massachusetts



7- Descrlptlon Adams-Nervij-ie Asy-lum” qQ,>-in?n P.wntr>. .St.., .Tama-ir-a Pla-ir,

Condition Checit one Check one
I excellent deteriorated unaltered A original site
. good ruins X altered moved date
. fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Adans Nervine Asylumi s conposed of three major structures andfour ancillary buildings, all
dating fromthe late 19th century, sited on a generously |andscaped estate in the Janaica Pl ain
nei ghborhood of Boston. The ngjor structures are set wthin broad lawns shiel ded from Centre
Street by arow of tall evergreens. Short granite posts nark the entrances and gravel paved
driveways inthe 1,800 foot frontage. The service structures are general Iy placed behind the
ngj or buil dings, onthe easterlg| portion of the grounds which slope dow to and afford views of
the Arnold Arboretum (I"Ho). rubbery i s clustered between the buildings, and naturetrees
provi de consi der abl e shade.

The ol dest structure isthe J. Gardiner Vel d House, (#1) built c. 1875 inthe Fench Minsard
style. It isatwo-and-a-half-story, three bay wde by three bay deep wood frane house with

cl apboard sheat hing set on a nasonry foundation. There is adistinctive five-story nansarded
octagonal tower on'the southwestern elevation. The northwestern entrance facade i's symmetrically
arranged about a central projecti n? bay with an el aborate col uimar and segnent all){1 pedi nent ed
Portl co. The segnental pedinent t | s repeated above, in the cornice and at the nansard
evel. FHoor |evels are enphasi zed by decorative stringcourses and nodi | | i oned and bracketed
cornices. Inkeeping with the French"Minsard style, ornanent is el aborate, academc, and archi-
tectonically placed toarticulate openings, corners, and other shifts of plane. It contrasts
with the clapboard skin of the two ngjor floors and the slate covering of the nansard |evels.
Wndows on each |evel differ inshape, but all have typical elongated proportions wth double
hung sash and bol dl'y carved enfranenents.

The offset five-story turret placed inthe left bay on the southwestern facade repeats the basic
design el enents of the nain block. Theturret's verticality i s counterbal anced by the open
veranda that waps around the southeast corner of the house. The veranda is distinguished by
its el aborate wood carving of posts and fretwork railing. The northeasternelevation, a nodest
echo of the northwestern entry facade, is distinguished by an elaborately carved over hangi ng
door hood. The major fire escape systemfor the Vél d House i s | ocated here.

Afour-story clapboard sheathed frane addition set at the northeastern corner doubled the size

of the house in1899. Bracketed cornices and stringcourses natch those of the nain bl ock.

AI_qutLgough of noparticular stylistic derivation, the addition conpl enents detailing of the Vel d
e.

The carriage house (#1A) acconpanying the VBl d House is a fine exanpl e of patternbook architecture.
Essential Iy asingle-story rectanglewth a patterned slate nansard roof, the clapboarded
nassing i s broken by a cross gable entry projection, dorners, and a steep roofed cupol a.

The 1880 Queen Anne style Adans Hbuse (#2) i s a commodi ous two-story structure. The basic T-
plan i s deenphasi zed by the various porches, verandas, |arge roof dorners and other spatial
projections. Thenain floor i sset ona high basenent and hoth |evels are faced with poly-
chromati c rough-hewn stonework with brick voussoirs enphasizing corners and w ndow openi ng?he
Broad steps |ead to the stone, Fonanesque detailed porch that covers the recessed entry.

second floor is sheathed with clapboard; its stick style articulation continues in the steep
ridged and gabled slate covered roofs of the structure. Fish scale shingling on the gable ends
plus the sunburst carvings i n dorner pedinents, screens, ornate brick chi mmeys, and bracketed
cornices are famliar elenents of the Queen Anne stylistic vocabul ary. Despite the irregularity
of nassing and roof profiles, the fenestration pattern of the facade consistently provides
paired wndows with double hung sash of avariety of proportions.
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2 Cushing Street
Lexington, Mass 02173

Eugene W Friedrich, Trustee

850 Charles Allen Drive, NE
Atlanta, @A
Kendra W Kapl an, Trustee

c/o Schindler

Habad St., Keta Daled
Block 19, Apt 30-Old City
Jerusalem, Israel

c/o Carole White Assoc.
1766 Centre Street

West Roxbury, Mass 02132
Kendra W Kaplan, Tr.
Eugene W Friedrich, Tr.

Eugene W Friedrich, Tr.

Eugene W Friedrich, Tr,
Kendra W Kaplan, Tr.

Kendra W. Kaplan, Tr.
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Craft House, 996 Centre Street
Unit 1 Lawence Wal ters
Unit 2 - o* Karen Anderson
Unit 3 Restoration & Devel opment Trust Kendra W Kaplan, Tr.
"INt/ N T M ise, 9rc oM ' Nre S S0
U.LT. - ' o o
Davi s House, 998 Centre Street , ,
Unit 1 Hugh Cof f man
Unit 2 Adans Arboretum Trust Eugene W Friedrich, Tr,
Unit 3 Adans Arboretum Trust Eugene W Friedrich, Tr,

Director House, 1020 Centre Street

Uni t M chael Tye
Uni t Ri chard Heal ey
Uni t Jerome Rogof f
Uni t Vincent Debaun
Uni t Peter Horvath

Nurses House, 1010 Centre Street

Unit 1 Adans Arboretum Trust Eugene W Friedrich, Tr.
Unit 2 Neil Judell

Unit 3 CGhassan Dahhan

Unit 4 Gail C Ross

Unit 5 M | es Yoshioka

Unit 6 Restoration & Devel opment Trust Kendra W Kapl an, Tr.
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Haborate single-story open frane porches counterbal ance each other on the sides of the Adans
Fouse. Each 1's distinguished by alattice filled lower apron and a chinoiserie balustrade wth
cut and turned Posts and bracket's. The northeasterly veranda echoes the shafoe of the pro-
jecting three-story octagonal bay of the nain house and extends to the ancillary Daviscrafts
or activity house (#3) atwo-story frane hi Bped roof structure. The bhalustrade above the
veranda waps around the rear of the Adans building, which displays simlar but Iess elaborate
details than itsother three elevations. The southwesterly porch with itsoctagonal projection
also links to the two-and-a-half-story, cross gable plan, Nirses cottage (#2A).

Behind the Véld Minsion is a small greenhouse (#3A), nowin disrepair. The boiler and |aundry
facility (#3B) is asinple three bay by four bay frane single-story plus nansard |evel structure,
| ocated behind the Adang Hbuse. The elevations are sheathed with Clapboard. The slate roof,
penetrated by dorners, is set above a sinple nodillion cornice. Sde stairs with asinple
wooden railing lead to itsfront entry.

A the southern nost endof the property isthe Drector's House (#4), a Colonial Revival

structure, c. 189 by an unknown architect. Set on aknoll, the house is oriented southerly
and i aplpéqached by a short flight of steps. The two-story frane structure di Sﬁ| ays characteristic
Colonial "Revival symnmetry and proportions.  Full hei ?ht swel | front bays flank the central

entry porticowth slendér doric colums and a graceful| balustrade. A Palladian wndowon the
second story and a pedi nented roof dorner further accentuate the central axis, which is then

count er bal anced by the deck on top of the roof with itspaired chimnmeys and delicate bal ustrade.
Later additions have modified the neo-classical synmetry of the other el evations.

The 1801 M s Residence was designed by Harris M Sevenson, a Boston architect wo began
ractice in 1870 after training wth Nathaniel Bradiee. This structure later was destroyed by
ire. :



8B Significance also see continuation Sheet No.

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning X landscape architecture. . religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law . science
1500-1599 agriculture . economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military . social/
1700-1799 art . engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 . commerce . exploration/settlement philosophy . theater
1900- . communications . industry politics/government . transportation
. invention . other (specify)
Specific dates ia75i 1850, 1Q95 Builder/Arcfiitect J, Pickering Putnam

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Adans Nervine Asa/l UM poSsesses |ntetr1r|ty of location, design, setting, materials, worknanship,
and association, andit is significant for its architecture, |andscaping, andsocial history.

It is Boston's single remaining rural estate which consists of outstandl n% |ater Victorian wood
frame structures intheir original setting. Thesocial significanceof the gm)erty lies chiefly
inits devel opnent as a nedical treatment center that enfbodi ed hunanitarian progressi ve

i deal s and met hods. The property thus neets criteria A'S Cof theNational Register.

The property was located on highlands at the edge of the Bussey Farnstead, knom as Vdod and
Hills.  Thefarm nowthe Arnold Arboretum was given to Harvard University in 1872 for the
establishnent of atree garden. (National Hstoric Landmark). The horticultural inprovenent
did not begin to take its present _shag until 1882, when along-term agreenent, projected by
Frederi ck Onsted as part of his Boston Park SystemPlan, occurred stipul at|n? that Hrvard
devel op and naintain the Arboretumand that the Gty of Boston hold title to the T'and.

The Asylumwas Incorporated in 1877 and opened in 1880.  The purchase of the Jamaica P ain
estate of J. Gardiner V¢l d, a commercial nerchant wo died c. 1876 ﬁ_rlor to inhabitinghisnew
mansi on, Was nade possi bl e by Seth Adans, who nade his fortune at his sugar refinery 1n South
Boston. The Adans brothers {Seth and Isaac) previously had nanufactured printing presses and
machi nery. Seth Adans at his death bequeat hed $600, for establishment of acurative in-
st|tut{on_ for the benefit of indigent, debilitated, nervous people, inhabitants of the State wo
are not insane.

The Trustees purchased the Vil d estate and neighboring Lews and d over pr_opertx for conversion
to the Asylumin 1879, and initiated the architectural conpetition to design the necessary

addi tional buildings. Theplanning of the Asylumwas to incorporate the theories of Thonas
Kirkbride, a contenporary Pniladel phi aﬁ)s chiatrist, wno devel oped the "noral treatment” system
for patients with nervous disorders. rkbride advocated small (not nore than 250 patients)
hospitals to beregarded as hostels for patients tenporarily renoved from their communities; the
hosintals were to refl ect_asPects of normal community |iving, i.e., hone-style atnosphere, non-
i solation, dignity of patients. Such theories are early representations of current hal fway

house and patients' rights philosophies.

The Asylumalso reflected another aspect of 19th centry nedical theory, that is, the "villa
style" or "village plan" institution that first energed at the Kankakee (111.) State Hospital

local |y appeared in Brookline at the Channing Sanitorium The Kankakee plan incor porated
smal| residences with acentral, restaurant-styledining poom shops and vocational buildings
and agreen, sidewalks and driveways inimtation of asmall village, Both the Kirkbride and
Kankakee grr%?resstve theories stressed the inportance of patient individuality and freedom of
novenent required the hk/3| cal plant to permt the sane. The nost inportant aspects of both
theories are to befound at the Asylumandin the Adans House itself. The Adans House, built in
1880, served the fenmale patients; it was not until 1895 that a Hbuse for Mn was conpleted. Men
ne\t/)er nun{nlered nore than 25% of the total patient population of about 40. This structure bui ned
subsequent | y.



9. Major Bibliographical References Also se Continuation Sheet #4

American Architect &Building News, Vol. 187, 1879. J. Pickering Putnam design
illustrated, short note i n"Notes on Illustrations".

Arch. 1-3b. Prof. E. Sekler, December 19, 1972.

10. Geographical Data ARE KO VR

Acreage of nominated property 8.64
Quadrangle name Nowton & Boston South Quadrangle scale 1; 25,000
UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

'f. Please refer to the attached mgs* Ki: i e
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state >, 1N code county code
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

by Judith MDonough

nameftitle Candace Jenkins, Registration Director Bost on Landmar ks Coi nmi ssion
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission dae March 1981

dreet & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston dae Massachusetts 02108

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state lofral

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures setforth” the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

eeper of the National Register

date
|Ehlefof Registration -

GPO 938 835

. Viiiiiinfaniftiiie
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The WVl d House (#1) is an exuberant representation of the French Minsard style, while the

Adang House (#2) portrays the Ane Revival Sti}{l e, ad the last of the najor structures,
the Director's e (#4) illustrates the final 19th centry architectural fashion, the Colonial
Revival. The dependent structures (#A 3 B are placed in standard spatial and functional
relationships to their central buildings. These structures chronologically reflect the transi-
tions inarchitectural fashion, and each appear at the onset or peak of it'sparticular style's
pr om nence.

The V@l d Mansion, (#1) c. 1875, reflects the picturesque country house ideals popularized in

the 1840 s by Andrew Jackson Downing.  Downi ng1 é)rofessed that buildings and their grounds are
extensions of each other and that estates should pronote hospitality, noral virtue, ad dones-
ticity., Wile asymetrical plans and irregular rooflineswere hallfmarks of the picturesque in
architecture, nunerous sti/l Istic interpretations were enpl oyed and usual |y were derivations of
earlier European nodes. 1n this instance, the Fench Mansard, or Fench Second Enpire style,

ves at itsheight of popularity and a logical choice for a gentlenen's estate in Janaica Plain.

Vel d s architect acknow edged the nagnificent views of the surrounding countryside by providing
a high turret for the nansion. The unknown architect delivered a facile version of the Fench
Mainsard style villa: arectangular primary block with openings arranged s?/mnatrlcally about an
enF)haS|zed central bay, often as here in sem-pavilion form a nansard roof with dorners; the
of fset turret; and extensive architectonic ornanent. Interior revisions were nade in 1879 when
the house becane the admnistrative offices, ad itsrear vas expanded substantiallyin 189%9.

The acconpanying carriage house (#1A) is a fine exanple of an estate service building;, its cross
able plan with a nansard roof of a conplex profile and steep cupola reflects its probable
uilder's guide book origin.

Mre information i s known about the design of the Adans House (#2). The w nner of the design
conpetition sppnsored. by the Trustees was J. Pickering Rutnam (I847-c. 1905) a Boston architect,
wo had an active residential practice in Back By having designed both Hadden Hall and Hotel
(harlesgate. The other entrants were Wlliam G Preston and the firm of Gibot and Chandl er.
Despite Seth Adans' stipulation that the structure "be plain, substantial ad sinple and great
attention shall he paid to convenience, confort, good-sized roons and good air," tw of the
three designs, including that of the wnner, were hardly plain. Rutnam aHurvard graduate,
trained at the Ecole des Beaux Arts and Berlin's Royal Acad%byof Architecture, effectively

di sgm sed the nonunental scale of the structure, built in 1880 and used for the vonen' s residence,
with custonary Queen Ane style el enents of porches, dorners, ornanental screens, asynmetrical
fenestration pattern, constantly changi _n? surface materials and irregular nassing and roof
profiles. [Itsrestlessness contrasts with the formalityof the Vi d Mansion, but both represent
Inportant phases of the picturesque.

The Director's House (#4), %a_n unknown desi gner, displays the neo-classical synmetry and
R&gppmons of the Colonial Revival style, ad contrasts with the ﬁlcturesque forns of the Vel d

sion axd Adans Hbuse. Although |ater additions have nodified the design of all but the nain
(southern) facade, the building, set on a knoll, adds to the grouping of varied late 19th
century architectural styles, conplete with its original country environnent.
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
iiiiiiimi Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 2894tWaS'\f/l|ingt0nh Street
HISTORICAL 45145 MICHAEUJOStPH-QONNOLLY

COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretaf~ pf State

April 26 1982

Ns. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper

National Register of Historic Places

National Park Service

Departnment of the Interior /
Véshi ngton, DC 20243

Dear M. Shul |
Encl osed you wi |l find the following nomnation forns:

Boston - Adans Nervine Asylum (state)

Boyal ston - Keyes - Dakin House (| ocal)

Gafton - Wllard House and 0 ock Miseum (state)
Hatfield - The dd M Il Site Historical District (local)
Hol den - Rogers House (I ocal)

Needham - Tol nan - Gy Huse élocalg _

Newt on - S ade - Hovey Hbuse (local) owner objects
Sturbridge - Oiver Wght House (state)

Woton - Know ton Hat Factory (local) .

Wston - |saac Hobbs House (| ocal)

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been
signed by the State Historic PreservationOfficer. QGaners werenotified
of pending State ReviewBoard consideration 30-75 days before the neeting
and were afforded the opportunityto cooment. Qainents received to date
are attached to the nomnation forns.

Sincerely,
OflImd&ci ~MIumO
Candace Jrfnkijds

Registratibnr”irector
Massachusetts Historical Commisson

CYamf



Advisory

Council On O/\
Historic

Preservation

1522 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

MR 2 1883

M. John Vosburgh

National Register of Historic Places oo
National Park Service

US Departnent of the Interior

Washi ngt on, DC 20240

Dear M. Vosburgh:

Thank youonce again for sending the enclosed photograph(s) foruse i n
Report t othe President andthe Congress, 1982. Regrettably, duet ospace
limtations i nthe report, we were not able t oinclude them but | wanted
to saya special thank youforyour help and cooperation.

V& have enclosed a copy of the report foryour files. Thanks againfor
your assistance. Let ne know when we canreciprocate, please.

Sincerely,

Marcia Axtjnann Smth
Program Coor di nat or

Encl osur es



