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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Construction on Fort Popham was started in 1861. It was never com 
pleted since improvements in fortification were taking place so rapidly. 
Fort Popham is of the type known to military engineers as a closed lunette. 
The outline of the fort resembles'a half-moon, with'the water.batteries.in 
a thick granite wall some thirty feet in height. The perimeter of this 
unusually-shaped fort is over 500 feet.

Within the arc is a parade ground. A fine sptrtral staircase at each 
end of the fort leads to upper tiers. The top of the structure commands 
a sweeping view up the Kennebec in one direction and seaward in another. 
The two barracks that used to be within the inner grounds no longer exist.

Almost the entire space under the fort is occupied by a great sub 
terranean cistern or cisterns into which there are several openings in the 
we I Is.

The fort's guns which once consisted of forty-two cannon, have all 
been sent to various places for historical purposes.
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History of Fort Popham Memorial ^-^J__-^"
This "half-moon" granite fort, garrisoned several times though never comple 

:lose-l-y assocjated with England's first colonization attempt in New England , 
y Viking explorations. ' ; 
Until 1890, it was thought that here was the site of the 1607 Popham Col ; ony 

iments then found in Spain established that these first colonists settled on 
no Head (visible, and marked with tablet, 1/2 mile west). 

A short distance further west a bouhder indicates to runo legists that VI kin 
jgers had landed here. Experts translate the boulder markings: "year 1018 is 
year!'. 

On May 31, 1607, the Mary and John and the Gift of God sailed out of Plymou 
England, under the command of Raleigh Gilbert and George Popham. On board w 
hundred colonists. 
Two months later, July 31, the New World was sighted — (Nova Scotia). On 

fay, August 9, ten days before selecting Sab i no Head as the plantation site, 
>els hove to in St. George's Harbor to hold what was probably one of the ear 
'ices of the Church of England (Episcopal) in New England. 

They built a fort, "trencht and fortified yt with 12 pieces of ordnance, bu 
;es .. therein, besides a church and pretty Pynnace of about some thirty tonn 
:h they called the' Virginia. " 

The winter of 1607-08 was a severe one and in December all but 45 coloniists 
irned to England. In February President Popham died and Gilbert succeeded hi 

In July (1608) "Capt. Gilbert received letters that his brother was newly 
lf (Strachey) and a rich inheritance awaited him in England. He decided to r 
jrefore they all ymbarged and sett saile for England" (October) ... Strachey. 

The building of the Virginia was forerunner of the Kennebec shipbuilding 
it ion known around the world. : 
Like other Civil War forts, Fort Popham, begun in 1861, was outmoded before

Mon,

The fort was garrisoned in 1865-66, during the Spanish American War in 1^9^ 
during World War I. The Kennebec river above the fort was mined during Wor 

1.

he armament and strength of the fort were such that it would have been practi 
ssible for warships of the Civil War period to have passed; and a serious ati 
orce the river entrance would have involved a landing and an attempt to carrj 
tfork from the rear, hence the moat, and the small guns and loopholes command- 
beach, the moat and the land in the rear of the fort. 
fc is an interesting example of the type of harbor fortification demanded by 
nilitary conditions of the period to which it belongs when gihierical project]
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NW 43° 45- 20 " 69° 47' 4" 
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*w 43 9 45* 19" 69° 47' 4"
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(History of Fort Popham, continued)

of cast iron were fired from smoothbore or rudely rifled inuzzle loading cannon 

and when 1000 yards was long range for artillery firing. It's granite walls ware 
then effective protection against shot and shell and infinitely superior in 
that respect to the timbers of which the warships were built.

In I8$8a battery with emplacement for one eight inch converted gun was 
built, which was mounted and ready for use in the Spanish-American War. A 
modern mine equipment was installed at Popham at the start of World War I to 
protect the channel leading to Bath. After the war this equipment was 
removed. This was the last improvement made by the United States at Fort 
Popham.
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