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Original Dwel l ing 

DEsam îcw 

Date c. 187S-1881 

source B i r d ' s V.ve V1PW, 18R? 

Style I t a l i a n a t e 

jyrchitect NA 

Exterior Wall Fabric c lapboard 

Outbuildings None 

Major Alterations (with dates) _Poî ch .slan' 

riort^vi^tife additions, post 1889 

Condition Good 

Moved NA Date NA 

Acreage .77 agres 
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SCALE 1 :?^,nnn 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l Preservat ion 

Organization Wakefield H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission 

Date March TQBS 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 
The E. Boit Home fo r Aged Women i s notable as one of the largest 
and most elaborate houses in-the Junction D i s t r i c t featuring a • -
l a t e r porch that i s the best example of the Queen Anne s t y l e i n the 
neighborhood. O r i g i n a l l y a private residence, the building has been 
used as a retirement home f o r women since I894 and i s named a f t e r a 
Wakefield woman known f o r both business and charitable a c t i v i t i e s 
i n the early 20th century. The building retains i n t e g r i t y of location, 
design, s e t t i n g , materials, workmanship, f e e l i n g and association, 
and meets Criterion.- • ' - C of the NRHP on the loc a l , l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important ardiitectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the ocmiraniity. 

This i s one of the largest and most elaborate houses i n the 
A. Junction D i s t r i c t . However, i t i s not clear that i t remains as i t was 

b u i l t , f or the Bird's Eye View of I882 shows only a 2h story cross 
gabled element, rather than the current twin gabled peaks joined by 
a two story element. "Diis may explain the s i m p l i c i t y of the central 

, door and verandah, which were probably added when the house was - -
• expanded. The I t a l i a n a t e paneled p i l a s t e r s and arched gable f i e l d ' •-
windows were c a r e f u l l y copied when the house was expanded. 

This Ih story cross gabled house is a v a r i a t i o n of the simple gable" 
end side-hall plan which became so popular i n Wakefield i n the Greek 
Revival period. Displaying the best example i n the neighborhood of a 
decorative Queen Anne porch, i t features lathe turned posts and 
balusters, and ji^-saw cut brackets, a l l machine powered. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE EScplain the role cwners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

This house may have been b u i l t f o r Marcus Simpson, who worked f o r the 
Wakefield Rattan Co., possibly as an executive. I t was purchased i n 
1894 by the corporation of the Wakefield Home fo r Aged Women. This was 
a charitable group made up of Protestant c i t i z e n s chosen by the 
churches from the town at large to administer the organization; i t was 
probably t h i s group which expanded the house as an old age home. In 
1921 the name of the Home was changed to honor Miss Elizabeth Boit for 
her generosity to the i n s t i t u t i o n . Miss Boit was a loc a l resident and 
an active co-owner of the Harvard K n i t t i n g M i l l on Foundry Street, an 
unusual job for a woman at that time. The i n s t i t u t i o n was supported by 
private donations u n t i l 19^^, when i t became part of the Greater 
Boston Community Fund. • 

Bennett Street which appears on the map of 1857, was probably developed 
• i n response to the great i n f l u x of newcomers to town who were drawn by 

i t s rapid increase i n industry. I n d u s t r i a l development was made possible 
by the opening of the Boston and Maine Railroad i n l844; raw materials 
could be cheaply Imported from the port of Boston, and finished products 
as e f f i c i e n t l y shipped to i t s markets. However, by 187^, only nine houses 
had been b u i l t on the stre e t , of which t h i s i s one. 

BIBLI0(3lAPeY and/or REFERENCES 
Maps, 1889, no name ' 
Directory, I889 
Eaton, William, and History Committee. History of Wakefield, Wakefield, 194̂ 4 
Atlas 1889 H. Gaffey 
Directory, I889 John B. Gaffey, iron moulder 

Frank T. Gaffey, rattan worker ' ... .• 



5 Bennett Street Continuation: Architectural Significance 

Otherwise, the house is extremely simple, with p l a i n surrounds at the 
window and door surrounds. 

H i s t o r i c a l Significance 

Cyrus Wakefield, owner of the Boston and Maine Foundry and the 
more Important Wakefield Rattan Co., owned the north side of 
the street up to Water Street. The Junction D i s t r i c t , so called 
for the junction of r a i l lines on Main Street, was an a t t r a c t i v e 
area f o r factory hands to s e t t l e , as i t was near t h e i r work, and 
the land was r e l a t i v e l y cheap. John B. Gaffey, who l i v e d here 
i n 1889, was an iron moulder; Frank Gaffey, who boarded with 
him, was a rattan worker. 
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