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iiXjun ~ Wakefield
Address 13 Mansion Road
Historic Nan@ Charles Wnship House

Usee Presait Dwelling

Original Dwelling
DESCRIPTIW
Date 1901-1906
Source Atlas of 1906 & r.orrison Merrili
Style Colonial Revival
Architect NA
Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard
Outbuildings 1 story shed non

contributing (&@tf* unknown”

Magor Alterations (with dates)

None

Condition Fair

Moved NA Date NA
Acreage "ori,Mi>i* 1 acre
Setting Set on top of ahill facing

southeast on remnants of heavily-

landscaped terrace.

Recorded by Architectural Preservation
Associates
Crganizaticn Wakefield Historical Coriir..

Date March 1985



NATi ai AL REQ STER (R TER A STATEMENT (if applicable)

The mansion for which Mansion Road was named, this is an outstanding
exanmpl e of Colonial Revival design with very el aborate detailing. |t
was the home of industrialist Charles Wnship, who with Elizabeth
Boit founded and operated the Harvard Knitting Mills, a significant
industry for over half a century (1889-1944) in Wakefield. The
building retains integrity of location, setting, design, materials,
wor kmanship, feeling and association and meets Criteria ™ €X(IEMAf] A
C of the NRHP on the local level.

ARCH xBU uKAL S G\ FI CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other buildings within the ccmiunity.

This 2h story Colonial Revival house is the "mansion" of Mansion Road.
It 1 s Wakefield' s nost ambitious Colonial Revival building withits
flared hip roof, topped by a balustrade and two story portico on
paired, fluted, composite capital colums. The portico is pedimented
and has a full entablature with modillion blocks, dentils and molding.
Fluted pilasters appear at each major corner. Three bays wide, the
central block of the house has Palladian composition wi ndows on the
first floor divided by a glassed entry. A one story porch on colums
appears on the south and pedimented dormers on each facade.

HSTCR CAL SSIGNFI CANCE Explain the role owners played inlocal or statehistoryand how the

building relates to the devel opnent of the connunity.
This was the home of Wakefield industrialist Charles Wnship who
together with Elizabeth Boit owned and o-oerated the Harvard Knitting
Mills. They began in 1389 and although Boit died in the 1920s the
m Il continued until after Wnship's death in 1931. Wnshir) was a young
factory hand at the Allston Mill when he nmet Elizabeth Boit for whom he
worked inthe sanme mill for a nunber of years. In 1888 the two set up
their ow conpany in Cambridgeport and noved the following year to
Wakefield vihere they began to build the textile mill which was to be an
I mportant employer in the town. Wnship managed the manufacturing
process which was devoted to producing nerode underwear which local
people embroidered intheir homes before i twas shipped to markets
across the country. The mills were run ina progressive manner,
W nship and Boit provided health care facilities on the site for
empl oyees and through a bonus plan shared profits with their enployees.
Wnship lived at 17 Pleasant Street before this house was built on
Jordan Avenue. |tslater conversion to a school and sale of the land
surrounding i tfor houses led to itsdrive becomng the street called
Mansi on Road.

Bl BLI G3RAFHY and/ or REFERENCES
Eaton, Chester. Proceedings of the 250th Anniversary, Reading, 1896,
Myp of 1906 (no house).
Directory of 1913.
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Continuation Shieet

Section number Page
SUPPLEMENTARY RECCRD
NRIS Reference Niinber: 89000717 Date Listed: 07/06/89
W nshi p, Charles, House M ddl esex NA
Property Nana County State

Wakefield MRA
Mul tiple Name

This property i slisted i n the National Register of Historic
Places i naccordance with the attached nom nation docunmentation
subject tothe following exceptions, exclusions, or anendnents,
notwi thstanding the National Park Service certification included
in the nom nation docunentation.

f/4' [»f

Date of Action

Arended Items i n Nom nati on:

Cri}eria Exception(s): Exception B for noved properties does not
appty.

Oeographical Information: The acreage i sless than 1 acre.

This informationwas confirmed with AnnTait, Acting National
Register Director, MASHPQ by telephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (without nom nation attachment)



NPS)Form 10400* 0448 Aeprwi  No 102*4014
044)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page

Mul tiple Resource Area
Thematic G oup

Nane Wakefield MRA

State M ddl esex County, MSSAHEETTS
Nom nati on/ Type of Review Dat e/ Si gnature
"\~n81. Wakefield Park N A N 'NNK eepex ATA/ | A~ JAAO
Attest/
82. Wakefield Rattan Compay gutstaat
Atte
83. Wakefield Savings Bank Clock _  *>nirr-T*iKtt?
Attest
84. Wakefield Trust Conpany --"-i"\pex.--M — ANTIN
cNit.M-d I ntt9
Sational BegU ar Attesthh
85. Wakefield Upper Depot
In, the '
Attest
86. \Warren, HM , School Jontered Iri the  (-y?:MBpex, {CAA
Mktiom Begister
Attest
87. \West Ward School Entered I n tha | “Eer eper _/
Attest
C,AM. Wnn Street Railroad Bridge . Keeper
Attest
89. Wnn, Suell, House ljathwu<il 207 ljtjr / &Y AA
Attest
90. Wnship, Charles, House M-p/Keggex A U A A A N~ A A AcAANf

At test



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REGI STER CF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NCM NATI CN

PROPERTY W nship, Charles, House
NAME:

MULTI PLE  Wakefield MRA
NAME

STATE & GOUNTY: NMASSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex

DATE RECEI VED: 5/ 23/ 89 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST: 6/ 06/ 89
DATE CF 16TH DAY: 6/ 22/ 89 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 7/ 07/ 89
DATE OF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 89000717

NCOM NATGR  STATE

REASONS FOR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OTHER N PDI L: N PERI OD: N PRORAMUNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N
GOMMENT WAl VER N

fAIS<MPT RETURN REJECT 7AA AZATE

ABSTRACT/ SUWARY CCMMVENTS:

RECOM /CRITEILEA Q e C *
REVIEWER r~" rx «f (2]

DI SCI PLI NE
DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/N see attached SLRfY/ N



CLASSI FI CATI ON

count resource type

STATE/ FEDERAL ACENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

FUNCTI ON
historic current
DESCRI PTI ON
architectural classification
materials

"descriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—Check and justify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/ Architect *

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

summary par agr aph

conpl et eness y . [

clarity .; S
applicable criteria ,
justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource

cont ext

relationship of integrity to significance

justification of exception

*-

ot her
Bl BLI QGRAPHY
GEOGRAPHICAL DATA - A

AA AI/\ /\< (}/'A /
A'acreage A verbal boundary description

UN boundary justification
ACCOMPANY! NG DOOUMENTATI QN PRESENTATI ON

sketch naps USGS naps phot ogr aphs presentation
OHER GOMMENTS

Questions concerning this nomnation nay be directed to

Phone

Si gned Dat e
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