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The exterior form of the Oscar Kennedy House has been so changed by
alteration and additions that it takes close examination to discern the
original outline and probable appearance. The original portion of the
structure has been changed little, but merely buried beneath additions.
The brick work, wood detail, and structure are virtually intact, and much
of the original structure is in fair to good condition. It is the modern
additions that have deteriorated so badly.

Three changes account for the present superficially nondescript appearance,
the front porch (obviously tacked on only a few years ago), the uplifted
roof with its row of windows lighting the half story both in front and in
back, and the removal of the south rear part of the original structure to
allow the small room behind the entrance hall to be enlarged (evident in
the substitution of frame exterior wall construction for brick).

The original house has 13 inch brick bearing exterior walls, with wood flooxy,
ceiling and roof framing. The brick is a soft, rich red color laid in
common bond with every sixth course being a header course. Exteriof lintelsg
are flat arch tapered brick. The main chimney is intergral with the wall,
not projected on the exterior.

In plan, the original house was almost square, with a narrow wing project-
ing to the rear on the north side. Within the square, there are two rooms
on the north side connected by an ordinary door (rather than by the wide,
double sliding doors that were used between such rooms in a later period.)
On the south side, there is the entrance hall, with a straight stairway
leading upstairs, doubling back from a landing. A door beneath the stair-
way landing leads to what may have been a gallery or open porch rather than
the enclosed room that is there now.

The wing projecting to the rear contains three rooms, apparently the
original division of the space. The first was quite obviously the kitchen.
The last room, which has a fireplace with a simple frame that matches the
trim of the front part of the house, was likely a servant's room. The
middle room served for storage or some other purpose. The floor level of
the rear wing is lower; there evidently was an outdoor passage or porch
giving access to the wing rooms. Some evidence of the original construct-
ion may be found when the additions are taken off, exposing early footings
and foundations and possible ceiling and roof connections.

One of the most interesting characteristics of the house is the woodwork
or trim that is almost intact. The entrance door is a“doqble door,
fanlighted. (The present doors themselves are replagements, but other
doors in the house are original, having paneling m dgﬁingﬁghaﬁxof(the
wainscot.) There is a chair rail in the entrance fall yhich’ carries
through into the front room, but there has beneat -t é”%%n@}ed\Wai@;cot.
The stair rail is of simple, oval shape with plai i
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of the Oscar Kennedy House is architecturata.
of the few remaining examples of the early nineteenth century Federal
architecture in the Tennessee Valley. Many of the large mansions and
plantations were preserved, but very few of the smaller homes remain.
Its simplicity of form and structure is combined with unusual refinement
of detail and precisions of execution. The structure is essentially a

cottage of modest proportion that is in surprising contrast with the
elegance of detail.

The town of Florence was laid out under the direction of General James
Coffee by Ferdinand Sannoner in 1818 with an eye for future growth.
Sannoner, a young Italian engineer, was given the honor of naming the city,
and he chose the name of his native city on the Arno. Lot Number Seven,

on which the Kennedy House stands was purchased by the Cyprus Land Company
from the United States Government on March 9, 1818, a year after the
territory was ceded to the United States by the Cherokee Indians.

At the first public sale of lots, which began July 22, Lot Number Seven
was purchased by James Gadsden for three hundred fifty dollars. The ad-

joining lot on the west, number six, was purchased by General Andrew
Jackson for the same price.

Florence and Lauderdale County grew rapidly during the next few years.
The county population increased from 4,365 in 1820 to 11,781 in 1830.

The early Cypress Land Company records were destroyed by fire; therefore
it is not known how long James Gadsden maintained possession of this pro-
perty. The first family known to occupy the house was that of B. F.

Karsner. It is not known when the house was built, but when Mr. Karsner
mortgaged to Joseph Biggers for R. M. Patton & Company on December 29, 1831,
the property was described as "with a brick dwelling house thereon". -
Another early family to live in this house was that of Mary Fannie Hudson.

Dr. George W. Carroll, a physician of the Smithsonia Community, moved his
wife and two daughters into the house on September 10, 1902, so the girls
could attend school in Florence. The two Carroll girls were married in

this house. Velce was married to J. C.

Rhodes and Bertha to Oscar Y.
Kennedy,kwhose name is still associated

with the house.
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Description (continued)

that is repeated against the wall as an engaged newel with no rail.
Balusters are untapered and rectangular in shape.

Trim is deeply incised, with slightly rounded V-shaped ribs. Door
casings rest on plinths having molded cap and shoe that continue the
baseboard. Casings are joined at corners with square blocks with turned
rosettes in the center. The mantel piece has subtle, deeply cut mould-
ings and sharply carved details. Almost none of the detail has been
broken or lost, although it has been coarsened by repeated painting.

The original wide pine board flooring remains in the two downstairs
rooms and the entrance hall.

Upstairs, there has been a good deal of alteration. But since the
exterior walls, windows on the gable ends, stairway and other features
remain as originally constructed, careful removal of additions and
changed work is expected to reveal information that can be used as a
basis for faithful restoration.




P

ST

x

LITAMBIGREE. .

CALLEY L

ﬂa-re Ll

. *DEN\EH‘SlaH% \NER& T_f
T SITE AN MAT VARY "9

s e

i : :
' L
E LIS.‘.Zn
1 @a+?g 9"} -
! ' : N _ o ' L ) )
' SMOKEHAPUSE ! @izcuanre(‘::[zae T R,
Ky P Fi SHEMI T : L s B g
- ) - oal BT e e , : ’ . A
| g_) 3!04,“.1!3?_ ! , i e . ‘ -
. %
1 o LI ) .
i |
L -
? s L THIS Lot oWNED BY
) ™ ‘-.Haue.mq Aurﬂaarw g
;; 3 ::“ : - - ot s it = o -~
X
| | B
- [
ﬁ T _KRENNERY LT
i S _House G :
(I .
]
A
. w
, - . n
N i
= .34—..‘-9“»- T z - ‘26‘-10?“ -
. N A

v

f

9@“

ek i N

S
’,r' K

‘*—~~-~pt.a-r_;--f 1:5 -

: _,.szm:a‘ -—-z-p*,,__ __




'Form 102401
(July 1969)

C OMMON:

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE
Alabama
COUNTY
Lauderdale
FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY chw\m!m DATE
7020/ f0F /70

AND/OR

STREET

QOscar ijjbl.um HOuse
HISTORIC

AND NUM BER:

303 North Pine St.

CITY OR TOWN:

Florence

STATE:

35630

Ala.

CODE

COUNTY:

e T copE

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

TO BE |

—

2.
3.

NCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
Property broundaries where required.
North arrow.

Latitude and longitude reference.

N
ANY

~.

Plot Plan




