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Name Church o f the Ascension 

Present use church 

Present owner Church o f the Ascension 

3. Description: Lge. masonry church 

Date 1875 , 1910, 1964 

Source A t l a s , F a l l River Herald Nev 

Style V i c t o r i a n Gothic 

Architect Cove 1 & Baker ( b u i l d e r s ) 

Exterior wall fabric g r a n i t e , red b r i c k & 
Scotch stone t r im . 

Outbuildings (describe) par i sh house (1910) 
See 147 Purchase Street. 

Other features bu t t r e s sed sq . corner tow 
w/ c r e n e l l a t e d cap & sma l l s t5ne~ 
p innac les a t each c o r n e r . B r i c k -
faced b u t t r e s s e s , p o i n t e d arch 
windows. 

Additions rP^^is'^ house 1910 ~ 
chapel Dates: 1964 

Moved Date 

5, Lot size: 19,256 s q . f t . 

One acre or less x Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 

Approximate distance of building from street 

6. Recorded by P. Giza 

Organization FROHP 

Date 2 /18/81 

(over) 



7. Original owner (if known) Church o f the Ascension 

Original use church 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion X 
Architectural y Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 

-:. Commerce Industry Social/ ,„ ~ 
Communication Military humanitarian ' 

- Community development x Political Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Par i sh H i s t o r y : The Church o f the Ascension was founded on J u l y 15, 1836; 
i t i s the o l d e s t Ep iscopa l p a r i s h i n the c i t y . The f i r s t church s e rv i ce 
was h e l d i n the U n i t a r i a n House o f Worship i n 1835. The f i r s t meeting t o 
fo rm a p a r i s h was h e l d J u l y 1 1 , 1836 and on J u l y 15, 1836, plans were con­
c l u d e d . For the r e s t o f 1836, s e r v i c e s were he ld i n Pocasset H a l l . Wi th 

i a growing cong rega t i on , the p a r i s h moved t o the Town H a l l on C e n t r a l 
S t r ee t i n 1837 and con t inued t he re u n t i l 1840, when i t purchased the F i r s t 
B a p t i s t Church on So. Main S t . ; i t burned i n 1850. A new b u i l d i n g was erec 
ed on the same s i t e i n 1852. By 1872, the church was deemed too sma l l and 
was s o l d . From 1872 t o 1875, s e r v i c e s were he ld i n the Music H a l l . 

The present b u i l d i n g was ded ica ted on Nov. 29, 1875. B u i l t o f F a l l River 
g r a n i t e w i t h red b r i c k t r i m . Gran i t e was chosen as the f i r s t church 
burned . Par t o f the h igh c o n s t r u c t i o n cost was covered by generous cash 

' g i f t s by weal thy persons i n England. The masonry c o n t r a c t was g iven t o 
Covel & Baker o f F a l l River f o r $39,250. Some o f tKe~masonry work was done 
by John J . H igh lands . A Boston c o n t r a c t o r had sent i n b i d s , b u t , because 
F a l l River g r a n i t e was s p e c i f i e d , the c o n t r a c t was g iven t o Covel & Baker. 

The Church of the Ascension i s a dis t inguished Vic to r i an Gothic-structure w i t h a 
buttressed square tower w i t h a crenel la ted cap and stone corner pinnacles. The t i g h t 
massing, necessitated by i t s urban l o c a t i o n , i s re l i eved by the-addi t ion of a side 
garden, attached chapel, and handsome b r i c k and shingle par ish house. The most s t r i k i n g 
feature of the b u i l d i n g i s i t s marked contrast i n texture achieved by the use of 
F a l l River grani te f o r the body, accented w i t h red b r i c k and Scotch stone t r i m . The 
a rch i t ec t i s not known. Located on lower Rock Street , a s t ree t of churches, (CONTINtJED) 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) > 
A t l a s 1895: Shown 1 

1883: Shown , * A ' 
1871: Not shown . 

F a l l River Herald News July 13, 1979 4 
June 9, 1942 > . : 
Feb. 21, 19 37 

Annals of the Church of the Ascension, Margaret Russell (Durfee) 
Bldg. Dept: Church of the Ascension, Oct. 8, 1964, Permit#242, Rock St. 

Addition for chapel, $15,000 R.H. Hadfield. 
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i t s high q u a l i t y of design and workmanship, as w e l l as i t s s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c a l 
association, contribute to make i t meet C r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register 
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Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name F a l l River M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State ~" MA 

Nomination/Type of Review 

21. Chace M i l l s 'V " ; 

Date/Signature 

feubstantive; Eevier Keeper ijl^lti f L ^ ^ I ^ 

Attest 

22. Chace, A. B., Rowhouses National Beglster Entered In tHe ^ g ^ , ^ / j s ^ Y Y I ^ ^ ^ - U ^ . . ^ ^ - ^ 

Attest 

23. Chace's, Ol ive r , 

24. Charlton M i l l 

• • • •,• -\. • 
25. Chase-Hyde Farm r 

26. Children's Home .... , •< 

,,2g^j;]aurch.M.J;:^^^ 

2g Co l l i n s , William, House 

Thread Mill |.t=rM 1„ tt.^^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ . ^ ^ i U - ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Attest 

.. ™ t^i^te. y-/.> y^J-^^^ 
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* Attest 

Attest 

Entered i n the ^ ^ ^ f i ^ e r ^ / . A ) A d ^ ^ - ^ ^ - ^ - ^ ^ A i ^ ^ 
National Eegieter ^ — 

Attest 
Entered i n tJJe / / . . . . 
i^atloaal Beglater'^^^P^^ '"/^'^^'^> AAA(A^--'-''--*YSy:>'-^ 

Attest 

29. Connell, Wi l l iam M . , School ^ W o m l feelLr'^P^^ > 

•- Attest 

Cornell M i l l s 30 
Entered i n tEe 

' l l a t l o n a leg la ta r eeper ^4teeper v^<t 

Attest 
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ownar objaction Fadaral Agancy: 
appaai 

Substantlva Raviaw: . ^ s a m p l a raquest ^ appeal NR decision 

Raviawar'a commants: 

Racom./Cri ter ia 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Data 

aaa continuation sitaet 

•Nomination raturnad for: technical corrections cited below 
_ _ s u b s t a n t i v a reasons discussed balow 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Property 

5 . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l Descr ip t ion 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7m Oescription 

l«Miui 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundsry selection 



8 . S i g n i f i c a n c e 
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tp«»mc *mtm» ttiUmmr AraMtaet 
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summary paragraph ^ .. 
comp le teness 
c la r i t y 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas ^ 

checlted 
re lat ing signi f icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n teg r i t y 

to s ign i f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
o ther 

9 . K i a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . G e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 

Acraag* of nomlnaMd prapwty . 

Qupdrangt* nam* 

V»r>«l t i i i i a i ^ teaerVtlOT mm* )<MtH«callaci 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

Th* tvsluatad sIgnKlcanc* ot thla praparty wnnln ttM SUM  

n«tk)n«l »t«i« loe»l 

WaM Htotorte PrmarvMion O n i o r tignatura 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Pho tographs 
Other 

Ques t i ons concern ing t h i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 -3504 

C o m m e n t s fo r any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t a c h e d shee t 











Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 
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Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279 

Y.y y'--^'I:-Y: 
'\AYY - YY : 

. l*«flr '; .*,h.. .*>.A,.* 


