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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Chase Mill was built of adobe made on the old Church Farm at a 
place now known as Forest Dale Golf Club. The adobes, which are now cov 
ered with plastic, were held together with clay mortar, since no lime was 
then available. Framework was heavy timber, mortised and held together 
with wooden pins. The timbers were bored from end to end with two-inch 
holes to prevent dry rot.

rn

The building is rectangular, two stories, and measures 40" x 50'. 
Each floor plan is open with a double row of columns. The foundation, 
which is not exposed above grade, is red sandstone. The brick chimney 
on the west wall, covered with plaster, is probably an addition to the 
original building.

The roof Is a gabled clerestory with cedar shingles and no overhang.

The interior stairway is not original but approximates the original m 
location in the northeast corner. The interior second story walls are 
exposed adobe blocks while the walls on the first level have been plastered 
and painted. The first floor knotty pine wainscot was added In 1959.

The flooring on the first level is original 6U pine boards. The 
second level flooring is new.

c 
Much of the original machinery remains in the mill. o
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Isaac Chase Mill, located In Liberty Park, remains as the only 
grist mill on its original site built by the early pioneers in Salt Lake 
City. It was also the first mill in the valley to separate the flour 
from the shorts and bran.

The property, with springs of water, was deeded to Isaac Chase in 
18^7. He soon purchased another fifteen acres and eventually owned more 
than one hundred acres in the area. In late 18^7, he built an upright 
sawmill to cut lumber for his home and mill. In 1848, a small crackling 
mill was built. Then, in Jj$5^, Isaac Chase supervised the building of 
the "Chase Mill" and installed the irons and millstones his daughter had 
"freighted" to Utah when the family emigrated to the valley in September 
1847. William Weeks was the architect. Chase later built a home nearby, 
which is still standing.

In 1854 Brigham Young, who had married Mrs. Chase's daughter by a 
previous marriage, bought into the mill. The mill's flour became ex 
tremely important during the famine period of 1856-1857. In 1859 Brigham 
Young Jr. was assigned to manage the mill. By i860 Brigham Young purchased 
Chase's stock and assumed complete control. Chase moved to his adobe cabin 
on State Street where he died a year later.

The mill continued to be used into the 1880's. About 1882 the loca 
tion was purchased from the Brigham Young estate by Salt Lake City for 
"Liberty Park." The mill was used as a supply shed for a number of years. 
Then, in 1896, a drive was made to tear it down; however, through the 
effective efforts of Kate Chase, a grand-daughter, support was marshalled 
to save it.

In 1927, the Daughters of Utah Pioneers,began negotiations with the 
city for its use and preservation, which they obtained under lease in 
1933. They have used it as a relic hall and now open it to the public 
during the summer months.

Interest has been expressed at various times to restore it to operat 
ing condition, which now may become a possibility.
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