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1. Name of Property

historic name Old Harbor Reservation Parkwavs, Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston
other names/site number The Strandway, Columbia Road, Gardner Way

2. Location

street & number William J. Day Blvd, Columbia Rd between Farraqut Rd and Kosciuszko Circle. Old Colony Ave between

Pacuska Circle and its intersection with Columbia Rd. N/A  not for publication
city or town Boston (South Boston) N/A vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA county Suffolk County code 025 zip code 02127

3. state/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this “nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

Si meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally H'statewide ¢ locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

A

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon ‘Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

mal Park Service Certification
I, heraoy certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
entered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
O See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Old Harbor Reservation Parkwavs
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private _ building(s)
X public-local X district
_ public-State _site
_ public-Federal __structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION/CULTURE - outdoor recreation
LANDSCAPE - park, natural feature, conservation area
TRANSPORTATION - road related

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

N/A

Narrative Description
See Section 7 Continuation Sheet

Suffolk County. Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not Include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
0 1 .building
0 sites
2 . structures
objects
13 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

None

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION/CULTURE - outdoor recreation
LANDSCAPE - park, natural feature, conservation area
TRANSPORTATION - road related

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation N/A

walls N/A

roof N/A

other asphalt, bronze, concrete, granite, plantinos. steel
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DESCRIPTION

The Old Harbor Reservation Parkways comprise more than three miles of Oceen and Connecting Parkways
adong and near the shores of Old Harbor, the westemmaogt section of Dorchester Bay between South Boston and
Dorcheser in the City of Boston. The Pakways ae pat of Boston's regiona park sysem formerly
adminigtered by the Metropolitan District Commisson (MDC). (In July 2003, the MDC waes reorganized as the
Division of Urban Parks and Recregtion within the newly crested Department of Consarvation and Recredtion
[DCR].) The desgnation "Old Harbor Resarvation” is amodem (1974) classification intended to manege these
parkways and the adjoining DCR-owned properties as a sngle entity. Originally built and menaged by the
Boston Pak Commisson (later Boston Pak Department), the roads were once part of a sngle, multi-lane
divided boulevard known varioudy as the Strandway, ColumbiaRoad, Gardner Way, and Old Colony Avenue.
Transferred to the MDC between 1949 and 1955, the roadstoday are referred to as William J. Day Boulevard
(informally "Day Boulevard"), Colimibia Road, and Old Colony Avenue. For the purposes of this nomination,
eech parkway will be discussed separady, sarting on the eedt a Cadle Idand and ending a Kosciuszko Circle
in the southwest.

William J. Day Boulevard, Ssgment 1 (formerly Gardner Way)

The roadway known as Gardner Way until the 19680sis currently consgdered part of William J. Day Boulevard.
For the purposes of this nomination, to highlight its different character and history, the former Gardner Way
will be discussed separatdy, as "Segmant 1" of Day Boulevard. Day Boulevard Segment 1 (#2 on the data
sheet) is a 4,300-foot-long roadway bordering Fleesure Bay in the eesternmogt section of the Old Harbor
Reservation. The eestem end of the roadway & Cadle Idand Sts in the shadow of Fort Indgpendence (NR,
1970). In addition to Fort Independence, severd other DCR-owned facilitieslocated a Cadtle Idand can be seen
from the parkway: the Signal Corps Building built in 1929 and today housing the Cadtle 1dand Association; the
Robert M. Greene Memoria Playground and Picnic Area (dedicated 1980); the Harry McDonough Sailing
Center (dedicated 1983); and the Cedlle Idand Sanitary facility (ca.l964)." Like the current parking lot it faces,
Sullivan's, the Cadtle I1dand take-out concesson, aso datesto ca 1964

As ittravels west and then south, the former Gardner Way borders Pleesure Bay for dmog its entire length and
is defined by views of the Bay as well as Cadle Idand, Head Idand and the 1950s-era causaways enclosng
Heesure Bay and linking Head Idand with Cadlle Idand and with the shore. Visible inthe disance are various
Boston Harbor Idands, on Columbia Point, Dorchester, the John F. Kennedy Presidentid Libray and the
University of Massachusetts Boston campus.

(continued)

' Dates provided by DCR and from Chep. 28, Adsand resdlves pessd by the Genad Court of Massadhusdtts in the year 1980
(Bogton: Ssxreary of the Conunonwesdlth [1981]), herefter "Adsof [year]”; and Chep. 308, Acisof 1983,
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The former Gardner Way congsts of two wide bituminous-concrete lanes with one 16-foot-wide lane traveling
in ether direction. For the purposes of this nomination, the roadway begins a the miter a the westem end of
the Cadlle Idand parking lot and ends just wes of Marine Pak a Faragut Road, where Columbia Road and
Day Boulevard (Segment 2) begin. The smdl granite-curb-lined miter itself and the parking lot for Cadle Idand
were condructed ca 1964 when the parking lot replaced the previoustraffic circle a this location® Neither the
parking lot nor miter are consdered part of thisnomination.

Thefirst 2,000 feet of roadway, as far as Shore Road, originally an artificial causaway linking Marine Park with

the idand, features diagond parking on the south sde of the road; a 3-foot-wide planting strip is intergpersed by
benches and planted with occasond Sycamore mgales (Acer pseudoplatanus). On the north dde of the
roadway, edged with vertical granite curbs, crabgpple trees line the 3-foot-wide planting strip between the curb
and a concrete fence faced with verical wood planks that borders the southem bovmdary of the Massachusatts
Port Authority property, the Paul W. Conley Termind. At the westem end of the causaway, where it widens out
neer Marine Park, the strip is planted with Rugosa rose (Rosa rugosa). Near Shore Road, a smal cluger of

American lindens (Tilia americana) and pines shidd the fence. Lighting along the former Gardner Way condds
of modem cobra-heads on concrete posts.

As the roadway follows the crescent-shgped shore and beech of Pleasure Bay, it commands dramétic viewsto

the eedt, north and south of the Boston Harbor and Idands. Shipping containers and lifts of the Massachusdtts
Port Authority are partially conceded by the fence on the north sde of the roadway. I n addition to being used

by visitors to Cadtle Idand, the beach, wide promenade, and parking that definethe south sde of the roadway
meke it gppeding as a recreationa area usad by beadhgoers as well as runners, walkers, and bikers. Views
dong the former Gardner Way to the north include partial glimpses of the Boston skyline. In the medium

distance, west across Marine Park, can be ssen the late 19th-century and early 20th-century resdentid area that
comprises the Dorchester Heights Historic District (NRDIS, 2001).

Along the west Sde of the former Gardner Way, between Shore Road and Farragut Road, the road traces the
eedem edge of Marine Park, a DCR-owned park divided into two sections by Eagt Broadway. Eagt Broadway
itself terminates a its intersection with the former Gardner Way and the Farragut Rotary (#3 on the data
sheet). The Farragut Monument (#4 on the data sheet), alife-size bronze saue of Admiral David Glasgow
Farragut (1801-1870) defines this intersection between the parks. The monument conssts of a large polished-
granite platform with the name "Farragut” engraved into its fabade. The granite platform is surmounted by the
datue of Admiral Farragut for whom the rotary and adjoining sreet were named. Because they fall within the
boimdary of the pakway, both the rotay and the monument ae conddered contributing

(continued)

N William Stokinger, DCR, parsond communication, 24 April 2008.
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dements of the parkway. Marine Pak itself forms part of the immediate setting for the roadway but is not
within the boundaries of the parkway nomination.

The northem (12-acre) section of Marine Park contains two ballfields, two tennis courts and a modem DCR-
owned skating rink, the Francis L. Murphy Rink (1961), built onthe ste of the original 1912 Aquarium. A large
grassy depresson between the rink and Eagt Broadway mark the location of one of the aguarid pools. The park
is bounded on the north sde by Shore Road, itself lined by tall oaks and a few Norway maples Relatively
recent little-leaf lindens (Tilia cordata) line the edge of the former Gardner Way dong the park from Shore
Road to Farragut Road.

The smdler 7-acre portion of Marine Park south of East Broadway is dominated by a brick bandgand inits
center (ca 1948) and many maure shede trees (oaks, beaches and maples), most of which podtdate the
hurricane of 1938. This section adso indudes a modem playgrovmd and original sanitary (ca 1890). Both
ssgments of Marine Park dong the parkway are bordered by a 6-foot-wide concrete sdewak. Pardld parking
borders both the north and south Sdesof the road in the areaof Marine Park.

Unlike mog of the rest of the Old Harbor Reservation Parkways, edged by vertical granite
curbs, mogt of the former Gardner Way (about 2,000 feet) dong Marine Park is lined with
a three-row curb of Belgian paving block, sst & araking angle, a variation on the more
typical quarter-roimd Belgian-block curbing found in other parkways. The same curb
desgn adso survives dong 1,500 feet of the beech (east) Sde of the former Gardner Way.
As do other examples of Belgian-block curbing in the metropolitan system, this work
probably representsrenovations to this section of roadway in the 1950s

Along the eest sde of the former Gardner Way a plantlng strip, broad sdewalk ad a

1 ~rh 11 1l Belgian-block curb along

concrete bdustraje Sparae the roazlway from the beech. (Ihe bdustrade or seawdl. Maire Pak

replaced inthe 1950s renovation, is not included the present nomination.) At intervals visible dong the beach

dde of the bdudrade, ae altemating concrete hade shdters and low concrete planters. Each of the planters
contains an aging ginkgo tree (Ginkgo biloba), somenow in deteriorating condition; in one casg, ablack locust

(Robiniapseudoacacia) has colonized the comer of an otherwise empty planter. At its southem end, where it

meets the one causaway defining the south Sde of Pleasure Bay, the roadway's planting strip broadensout into
a smal parking lot and memoria park with an octagond cedar pavilion (1992) and with monuments to South
Boston legidator John E. Powers (1910-1998) and South Boston World War |1 veterans (dedicated 2005). South

of the causaway and memorid park is City Point Beach, popular snce the 1890s (sse photo, sc. 8, p. 4). (The
beach, parking lot and park are dso outsde of the limits of the nomination.) Sycamore maples continue in the
planting strip, joined by green ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica) and honey locusts {Gleditsa triacanthos), all

plantings from ca. 1998 according to landscgpe plans from that date.

(continued)
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William J. Day Boulevard, Ssgment 2 (formerly the Strandway)

Day Boulevard, Segment 2, (#5 on the data sheset), known as the Strandway imtil 1950, begins a the westem

terminus of Day Boulevard, Ssgmat 1 (the former Gardner Way) a Farragut Road, immediatedy west of

Marine Park, and travels for gpproximatdy 175 miles dong Dorchester Bay to its southem terminus a

Kosciuszko Circle (formerly Columbia Circle), a large traffic rotary a the southem end of the mimicipally

owned Joe Moakley Park (formerly Columbus Park). The roadway, which follows the contours of theadjoining

shoreling, isrelatively flat and travels a an devation of between eight and 10 feet above sea level, excet a the
southem end, where it climbs an artificial rise to 24 feet a Kosciuszko Circle. Although formally a four-lane
roadway, the first 4,200 feet, between Farragut Road and | Stredt, today provide for on-stret parking in the

outer westbound lane, effectively reducing the road to three traffic lanes (two eastboimd and a sngle westbound
lane) for dmogt half its length. The roadway is separated from Columbia Road on the north by awide planted

median (#7 on the data sheet) until G Srest & the northeestem comer of Columbus Park. At G Stregt, Day

Boulevard tums south as afour-laneroad with two lanestraveling in each direction between the eesteam edge of
Columbus Park and Carson Beach to its terminus a Kosciuszko Circle The outer edge of Kosciuszko Circle
marks the southemmost point of the nominated parkways district.

This section of William J. Day Boulevard isthe only portion of the Old Harbor Reservation

Parkways to retain any traditional street lamps. As noted above, modem single-arm and

double-arm cobra-headed lamp standards areused throughout the parkway system for

lighting both the road and walkways. However, inthe section of Day Boulevard between

Farragut Road and G Street, four separate single-globe lamppost designs can be found,

primarily in the median strip between Day Boulevard and Columbia Road. Of these,

evidently theearliest and most elaborate arethe two remaining examples of a cast-iron and

wooden lamppost: the 40-inch high decorative pedestal (right) includes a high palmiform

die and apalmiform cap separated by a Greek-key frieze. Above the original wooden fluted

column acast-iron palmiform capital supportsthe glass globe. One surviving example faces

the main entrance of the L Street Bathhouse (Curley Community Center) and a second in

the median is nearly opposite the house of the late Judge William J. Day (1780 Columbia

Road). Probablyinthe 1950s, the MDC introduced reinforced concrete to lamppost designs, ?aZZst'Sest!i"'/r-
and three examples survive of an octagonal column form with a splayed base and a ‘'counted by tiutea

wooden shaft

simplified lotus capital. More common, however, are plain octagona-section concrete poles
without omamentation. Twelve survive dong this section of roadway, including six on the Carson Beach Sde of
the roadway between G Street and the westem ad of the L Strest Bathhouse. Finally, a single example exigts of
a reproduction fiberglass pole, the "Madison” desgn of Shakegpeare Composite Structures of Newberry, SC.
The 30-inch high pedestd desgn employs agilayed and fluted die and a decorative cgp with Tudor roses linked
by amnning omament. The pole islocated on the median just west of Ticknor Street, opposite the west wing of
the L Strest Bathhouse.

(continued)
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At the roadway's eestem end, opposite Farragut Road, is a stone dock, built as a seamboat landing in 1898 but

for much of the 20th century known for the local eatery that formerly sood here, "Kély's Landing.” A wide
concrete sdewak abutsthe vertical granite curbs that border this gde of the roadway. A small pocket park ("In

memory of John 'Dimny' Donovan and Jack Stgpleton’”) separatesKelly's Landing from the first of four boating
clubs, all built while this part of the Strandway was under constmction, 1898-1899 and on land leased from the
city: the South Boston Y acht Club; the Columbia Y acht Club; the Puritan Canoe Club; and the Boston Harbor

Yacht Club. The boat club buildings, which meke up the South Boston Boat Clubs Historic District (NRDIS,

2005), of wood-frame constmction and dad in weathered and/or painted wood shingles, dominate the south 9de
of Day Boulevard and block views to the harbor. At the west end of the district, a sscond pocket park, John

Edward Hicks Park was desgnated in 1980 to honor the Navy War veteran and long-time South Boston

resdent Hicks wife was the Boston School Committee member and one-term Congressvoman  Louise Day

Hicks (1916-2003) who was Bogon's most vocd opponent to busing during the city's desegregation efforts in
the 1960s as a Congressvoman e was defeated by Joe Moakley (1927-2001), after whom Columbus Park

wes renamed in 2001. Judge William J. Day (1876-1950) after whom the boulevard was named in 1950, was
her father. The family lived for mogt of the century across the sfreet a 1780 Columbia Road.

As Day Boulevard travels west past the boating facilities, views open onto Dorchester Bay and DCR's M Street
Beach, a 1,200-foot-long broad dretch of sand, one of a saries of beaches established by the city dong the
Sfrandway as it was deveoped between 1900 and 1924. Mogt of the trees in the median dtrip are little-leaf
lindens, established by the MDC inthe 1960s Along the south sde of the road are more recent honey locudts,
possbly planted inthe 1990s Smadl shdtars (wooden shingle roof on three concrete poss) ae oaced a
intervals facingthe M Sfreet and Carson beeches

The L Street Bathhouse (today the Curley Community Center), facing Day Boulevard between M and K dreets,
extends the fiiU length of the L Street Beach. Built by the City in 1931 as a public bathhouse with Art Deco
dements the building consgsts of a centrd P2-dory block with long single-story wings projecting from ether
dde. The 1,050-foot-long brick and limestone building features decorative relief carvings as well as severd
engraved pands indicating sgparate entrances for boys (eestem entrance), men (center) and women and girls
(westem). Neither the municipaly-owned bathhouse nor the beeches are within the boundaries of the
nominated parkways, but serve as stting.

Across the dreet from the bathhouse, inthe median separating Day Boulevard and Columbia Road, is adaue
of Rev. Josgph E. Laporte (1932-1965) (Joseph E. Laporte Monument, #8 on the data sheet). Erected after
his deeth, this monument is not congdered a contributing feeture of the parkway because it poddates the
parkway's period of significance.

~ (continued)

Crep. 200, Adts of 1980
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As the roadway fravel s south from the L Street Bathhouse, views open up to the grand swegp of Carson Beech
(originally Columbus Park Beach), 12 milesin length between the L Street Bathhouse and the smdl "Moather's
Redt" tempietto on the opposte gde of the harbor. Designed by Arthur A. Shurcliff (1870-1957), the beach's
horseshoe form copies Olmgeed's origina desgn for Pleesure Bay. The setting is dominated by the 1924
Cason Beach Bahhouse (Harrison A. Atwood (1863-1954), architect), centrally located on the beach, and a
nearby smal brick octagond refreshment pavilion. (When the building was renovated in 1998 it was
rededicated as the Edward J. McCormack, J. Bahhouse)

Landscaping along the length of Day Boulevard between the L Street
Bathhouse and the southem end of Carson Beach is characterized by
little leaf lindens (Tilia cordata) which dominate the streetscapes,
largely planted in the 1960s imder the direction of MDC landscape
architect James Falck and Charles Shrcliff, grandson of Arthur
Shurcliff.  On the south side of the boulevard at G Street isthe sole
remaining example of awhite willow (Salix alba), with which much
of the Strandway and its medians were planted ca. 1900. »

Shortly after passng the Carson Beach Bahhouse, Day Boulevard

leaves the beach and in the last fifth of a mile to Kosciuszko Circle, I-Inden trees along Day Boulevard near Carson Beach
pesss the former MDC Old Colony Police Station (1964) with views to the south of the ca 1987 Baysde
Budgness & Conference Center and Baysde Expostion Center. Two short aoccess roads, both outsde the
Parkway nomination limits, link Day Boulevard with the Exposition Center (ca.l968) and with MtVemon
Stregt (ca 1948). A monument to William J. Day, for whom the parkway was named in 1950, sands about 15
feet from the edge of the parkway near the traffic circle. The monument consgsts of a large granite boulder
faced with a bronze plague. A smdl brick police garage (ca 1948, now Massachusetts Stiate Police Specid
Operations), dands next to the monument; both are located beyond the boundary of the parkway and ae
consdered setting for the purpoasesof thisnomination.

Kosciuszko Circle (#14 on the district data sheet), originaly Columbia Circle, was laid out as pat of the
Strandway extenson and the development of Columbus Park and Beach in the 1920s. The 270-foot-diameter
traffic circle marked the formal southem terminus of the Strandway and the start of what was formerly knovm
as the Old Colony Parkway, renamed William T. Morrissey Boulevard after the sudden desth of the MDC
commissoner in 1951. Inthe sameyear, the Polish American Citizens Club of South Boston erected an obelisk
(Kosciuszko Monument, #15 on the district data sheet) to the memory of the Polish American Revolutionary
war hero, Tadeusz Kosciuszko (1746-1817), in the center of Columbia Circle, dthough the Circle itself was not
renamed imtil 1963.

(continued)

William Stokinger, DCR, long-time Fort Indgoendence supaintendant and South Bogion resdent, hes helped identify mudh of the
planting higory of the Parkways
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On the north sde of Day Boulevard Segmat 2 baween Faragut Road and Columbus Park, the road is
bordered by the median strip and Columbia Road. These drestscgpeswill be discussed below in the context of
Columbia Road. ColumbiaRoad and Day Boulevard Segmantt 2 diverge at G Street a the northeest comer of
Joe Moakley (formerly Columbus) Park where a4-acre parcd, cut off from the northeast comer of the park by
Babe Ruth Park Drive (#10 on the District Data Sheet). Thissmall parcd of land islined by mature lindens,
which partially conced behind them the large Columbus Park Headworks (#9 on the district data sheet), the
1967 pumping station designed to replace the aging Calf Padure Pumping Station Complex (NR, 1990) 13
miles to the southeest on ColumbiaPoint. The Columbus Park Headworks facility was desgned to divert the
aweage to new treetment facilities a Dear Idand. However, because the Headworks complex is not within the
period of significanceof the parkways, itisnot conddered a contributing eement of the Parkways

For itslast 2,800 feet, Day Boulevard Segment 2 is bordered on the west by Joe Moakley Park, part of Arthur
Shurclif Ts 1914 design for the completion of the Strandway. The 60-acre park itself had been largely completed
by 1924, with a brick fieldhouse and numerous ballfields. Tennis courts, playgrounds, and a sscond, more
recentfiel dhousecan dso be ssen from the road. At the park's southem end, the road curves around the large
open Columbus Stadium, dso part of ShurdifTs plan but not buih until ca 1930, known snce 1953 as the Paul
J. Saundas Stadium.  Columbia Road, which traces the northem and westem ddes of the Pak, meets Day
Boulevard again a Kosciuszko (Columbia) Circle.

Columbia Road

Columbia Road (#6 on the data sheet) is a two-lane roadway that travels parald to Day Boulevard from
Farragut Road to the eestem edge of Columbus Park. After it splits from Day Boulevard, ColumbiaRoad
becomes a dud carriageway tracing the northem edge of the park as far as the traffic circle. At the northwest
comer of the park, it tums south by way of a smal rotary a Preble Street (the Sgt. Alexander F. Pacuska
Circle, #11 on the data sheet) (formerly Preble Circle). South of the rotary, Columbia Road and Old Colony
Avenue together make up the dud carriageway for much of the distance to Kosciuszko Circle. Old Colony
Avenue is discussed separady below.

Beginning a Farragut Road, Columbia Road is a narrow, multidirectional residentia service roed with parald
parking on both 9des. Vertical granite curbs bound the outer edgesof the parkway. Immediately after Farragut
Road, a smal Boston city park planted with lindens fills the edge of the road between Columbia Road and East
6th Stret, together with a memoria to Robert Whitey McGrail (1938-1985). This park is not included inthe
nomination. To the north and west two multi-story brick housng complexes are visible; on Columbia Road
itself, Lennon Court (1949) was carefully built aroimd mature lindens. Lindens dso line the length of Columbia
Road as far as G Strest on both the north sde of the road and on the wide planted median that sgperates
Columbia Road from Day Boulevard.
(continued)
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The north sde of Columbia Road borders a largely continuous neighborhood that consds of amix of largely
early 20th-century two- and three-story wood-frame sngle and multi-family resdences. The earliest, the three-
deckers between O and Eadt 8th dreets, were congmcted in 1904 facing the new South Boston Yacht Club,
very soon after the completion of the Strandway. Nearby, constmcted the ssameyear a the comer of Columbia
Road and Eadt Eight Street, is the three-story brick Oliver Hazard Perry Grammar School. However, resdentia
congtmction generdly is later in date the further west one travels aong the roadway. The Dorchester Heights
Historic District (NRDIS, 2001) and the Dorchester Heights National Historic Ste are visible to the north inthe
near distance.

At | Street, Columbia Road makes a sharp dog-leg tum inland to capture the right-of-way of the former Marine
Road, which had been paraleling Columbia Road. (Marine Road, formerly Eagt Ninth Street, had been the
southemost road on the South Boston peninsula facing the Old Harbor before the Strandway was built in
1898-99.) Beginning a | Street, the median strip between Columbia Road and Day Boulevard, 100 feet wide a
| Stret, narrows to a continuous 50-foot width a far as Carmody Court. Original willows sood here & lae &
the 1950s athough today the broad, park-like areq, desgnated the Lieutenant Charles Bazzinotti Park in 1973, »
Is planted sporadicaly with double rows of lindens.

At G Street, Colvmibia Road becomes a dud cariage way of six lanes the northerly two-lane dignment of
Columbia Road continues westward characterized by parald parking, vertica granite curbs, ad a wide
concrete sdewdk. This northerly digrrment is separated from the paralle southerly four-lane dignment, dong
the north sde of Joe Moakley (Columbus) Pak by the 50-foot median strip, narrowing after Carmody Court
before the two dignments meat a Pacudka Circle. Much of the median strip hes no curbing on the north side,
the strest merging into a narrow dirt shoulder and grass, some sections of the roadway show the remains of
raked Belgian-block curbing, now reduced in height by repeatedly being driven over.

Prominently facing Pacuska Circle as the northwest comer entrance to both Columbia Road and Joe Moakley
(Columbus) Park isthe sngle-story brickfieldhouse(1187 Columbia Road) constmcted by the city in 1911 to
the desgnsof the city architect William Downes Austin (1856-1943). The Columbus Park FHedhouse, now the
oldest ssmcture inthe park, was one of saverd similar buildingsin mstic Flemish style desgned by Austinfor
the city in this period. The municipally owned building houses the preschool programs of the South Boston
Neighborhood House

Multi-story, multi-family housing borders ColumbiaRoad on the north and west, begirming & H Street with the
7-sory Foley Apartments (1961), the 17-gdory Carson Towers (1972) a G Stredt, the 15-acre 1941 Old Colony
Housing Devdlopment, and, facing Old Colony Avenue, the dightly earlier Old Harbor Village housng
deveopment (1938, now the Mary Ellen McCormack Development). To servethe Old Harbor complex, the city

(continued)

5 Chep. 121, Ads of 1973,
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congmcted the Old Harbor Village Footbridge, now the Hugh Farren Pedestrian Overpass (#13 on the data
sheet) in 1941 to link the housing complex with Columbus Park by a 130-foot |ong footbridge across Columbia
Road and Old Colony Avenue” The former Preble Circle, now the Sargent Alexander F. Pacuska Circle
(#11 on the data sheet) may ds0 have been congmcted a this time.

Between Pacuska and Kosciuszko Circles, Columbia Road, tracing the westem sde of Joe Moakley Park, isa
oneway, three-lane roadway that forms the northbound lanes of what gopears together with Old Colony
Avenue, to be adivided boulevard. The road isbi-directional for itslast 675 feet, when it picks up Old Colony
Avenues southbound traffic (sse Old Colony Avenue, below). A more recent one-story brick fieldhouse,
rededicated as the Will McDonough FHedhouse in 2004, is located near Kosciuszko Circle. A narrow turf
median with occasgond trees sgparates the roadway from Old Colony Avenue.

Old Colony Avenue

Old Colony Avenue, laid out in 1838 on the right-of-way of the former

Old Colony Railroad, is 12 miles long between Dorchester Avenue and

Movmt Vemon Street. Old Colony Avenue is a two-way four-lane

roadway except for the nominated portion (south of Pacuska Circle),

which caries two southboimd lanes only, pardle to Columbia Road's

northbound lanes. The nominated section is gpproximatey 1922 feetin

length, and ends on the south end where Old Colony Avenue departs

from the genard dignment of Columbia Road and resumes its bi-

directiond traffic pattem. At this point, goproximately 675 feet north of

Kosciuszko Circle, it exchanges traffic lanes with Colvmibia Road, and

continues south beneeth the Columbia Road Bridge (now the Stanidaw

R.J. Suchecki Memorial Overpass) where it meas Mount Vemon Street

and the Morrissey Boulevard southbound aooess road. Only those  Aerial image of the Interchange —oforth and
portions of Old Colony Avenue paired with Columbia Road are included Zoéggféogr;?nﬁrﬁé 2%%9‘2%?21#3?&3@? oot
in this nomination, thus eliminating both the northem portion of the highway north of Pacuska Circleend the
last 1,100-foot section of Old Colony Avenue after it departsfrom Columbia Road.

The nominated portion of Old Colony Avenue (#12 on the data sheet) is separated from ColumbiaRoad by a
25-foot wide planted median. Parallel parking, vertical curbing, and a 6-foot-wide bituminous concrete sdewak
border the west dde of the roadway throughout mogt of this section as it travels south. As noted above, the
Hugh Farren Pedestrian Overpass (#13 on the data sheet) (1941), linking the Mary Ellen McCormack
Devdopment with Moakley Park, crosses Old Colony Avenue and ColumbiaRoad.

(end)

* The bridge wes renamed the Hugh Farren Padedrian Ovaress in 1932 to honor a World War || veteran killed in adtionin the
Gilbert Idands (now part of Kiribati) (Chap. 335, Ads of 1962).
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a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
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B removed from its original location.
C a birthplace or grave.
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E areconstructed building, object, or structure. f
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
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(Enter categories from instructions)

Community Planning and Development
Conservation

Engineering

Entertainment/Recreation

Landscape Architecture

Transportation

Period of Significance
1893*-1956

* The former Gardner Way (Day Boulevard Segment 1)
was initiated before the period of significance
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1883-1924: Parkwavs constructed
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N/A
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N/A
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Frederick Law Olmsted (1822-1903)
Arthur A. Shurcliff (1870-1957)
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__ Other
Name of repository:
Dept of Conservation & Recreation. Boston. MA
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SIGNIFICANCE

Originaly knovm as the Strandway, the group of roads today referred to as the Old Harbor Reservation
Parkways was the final component of the sysem of Boston parks known as the "Emerald Necklace' (Olmsted
Pak Sydem, NRDIS 1971), desgned by the 19th century's pre-eminent landscape architect, Frederick Law
Olmsted (1822-1903). Olmsted's 1883 design for a mgjor urban seedde park and parkway in South Boston
represents the only coasta component within Boson's Emerald Necklace park system and was an important
precursor to the Metropolitan Park Conmiisson's Revere Beach, desgned by Olmsted's associate Charles Eliot
(NRDIS 1998 and NHL 2003) beginning in 1893. The Strandway's two principal components. Fleesure Bay
(desgned 1883) and Columbus Park Beach (later renamed Carson Beach, desgned in 1914' by Olmgted's
dudent and protege Arthur A. Shurcliff [1870-1957]), both reflect Olmsted planning concepts, and the urban
sedde park and parkway éttracted nationd atention.* Locally, the construction of the Strandway, as forecast
by Olmsted and the Boston Park Commission, fostered new housing construction aong the filled land adjacent
to the Strandway. By World Waer |, the Srandway and Colvmibia Road were lined with handsome, Classical-
Revival three-deckers and shingle-covered single-family dwellings.

Plamed and built imder the augpicesof the Boston Park Commissoners between 1883 and 1930, the Strandway
and its assodated beaches were absorbed into the park sysem of the Metropolitan District Commisson (MDC)
in 1949." As such, and in the context of the Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston MPS, the Old Harbor
Resarvation was the lagt to be created by the MDC before 1956, the generd cut-off year for the period of
sgnificance for parkways included in this Multiple Property Documentation Format nomination for the
Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston. (In July 2003, the MDC was reorganized as the Division of Urban
Parks and Recrestion within the newly crested Department of Conservation and Recreetion (DCR).)

The Old Harbor Reservation was cregted by the MDC in 1974™ as an administrative imit to carefor the various
beeches, parks, and parkways that border Dorchester Bay i n South Boston. Although portions of the Old Harbor
Resarvation Parkways were built before the beginning date of the period of significance (1893), the parkway
was condructed with a design intent smilar to that of the core group of MDC parkways and hes retained
characterigtics consgtent with other parkways in the MDC sysem. For this reason, the Old Harbor Reservation
Parkways are conddered dligible for inclusion within the context of this nomination.

(continued)

"1914" date from the "Guideto the Arthur A. Shurcliff Collection of Glass Lantern Sides." Massachusatts Historical Society, 1985,
dide 47. The actud dide (s figure 3), does not show thisdate, but only the datesof two revisons: April 1922 and Jan. 11, 1924.
" Annual Report of the Boston Park Department, 1928, pp. 1-2
'Chap. 509, Actsof 1949.

MDC Minutes, Volume 40, pp. 167-168, item no. 6 (December 18, 1974), courtesy of DCR Archivist Seen Fisher.
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The Old Harbor Reservation Parkways today consgst of three roadways built between 1883 and 1924 that are
significant within this nomination for their desgn and integrity: William J. Day Boulevard (formerly the
Strandway and Gardner Way), Columbia Road, and Old Colony Avenue. These parkways possess integrity of
location, design, setting, materids, workmanship, feeling, and association. They meet Nationd Regigter
Criteria A and C inthe sgnificance areas of community planning and development, conservation, engineering,
entertainment and recreation, landscgpe architecture, and trangportation a the dae level and fulfill the
Parkways Regidration Reguirements for the assodated Connecting and Ocean Parkway property subtypes
under Section F of this Multiple Property Documentation Format nomination. The period of significance for this
property isfrom 1893 to 1956, incorporating work aready completed on Gardner Way.

The Bogon Park Commisson and City Point Park

The movement for a citywide pak commisson grew out of the pod-

Civil War parks movement. For Boston, which had just annexed five

municipalities,”" acitywide park sygem was ssen as an important means

of unifying the city. The Boston Pak Act was passsd in May 1875.

Resdents of South Boston (armexed to the city 71 years before) were not

dow to respond to the opportunities offered by the Act. Immediately

following its pessage they petitioned the commissoners for a

neighborhood park. In their first report, the Pak Commissoners

included a preliminary plan for a 27/2-ace "City Point Battery"

congsting of a rectangular parcd of land added on to the tip of City

Point, then the eesternmost tip of South Bostonfacing Cestle ISlandand 1041 pian for park at Gity Point published in
Fort Independence over a 3,000-foot sretch of water. Q Streat, later  the first annual report of the Boston Park
named Farragut Road, wes proposed s the park's westem limit. Thisis ~ Commissioners (1876)

approximately the areathat would later become Marine Park. 1n 1876, however, there was no thought of alink
to other parks. It was proposed to link the new park to downtovraBoston viathe "projected Easem Avenue'
(today's Summer Street).

Elsawhere intheir 1876 report, the Commissoners cdled for linking the new "West Roxbury Park™ (Franklin
Park) with Dorchester and South Boston. The commissioners recommended widening to 100 feet the existing
Columbia and Boston dreets. "Planted with malls on each sde of the roadway, [it would] form an avenue of the

(continued)

" Raxbury, 1867, Dardhester, 1839, Chadetoan, Wet Rodoury ad Brighton, 1873



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Old Harbor Reservation Parkways
Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston M PS
Section number 8 Page 3 Boston (Suffolk County), M A

first class.” Thus the vision of Columbia Road as a broad boulevard linking Franklin Park and South Boston
was planned dmost aquarter of a century beforeit was actualy completed in 1897.

In the meantime, it remained to Olmged to redesign the City Point Park and link it with the Strandway to

Columbia Road and Franklin Park. But in 1876, Olmsted was still an unpaid consultant living in New Y ork.

And in 1877, with no further authorization or funding from the city, the Board of Paok Commissoners dosed its
officesand discharged itscl erk. A year later, Olmged was gppointed landscgpe architect for Boston's park

system.

Marine Park and Pleasure Bay

The mogt active proponent for a South Boston park was Benjamin Deaen

(1824-1897), a prominent City Point resdent who became Chairman of

the Board of Pak Commissoners inthe 1880s™ Under Dean's guidance

the Commission pushed forward a more ambitious plan for City Point.

In 1883 Olmgsted submitted the first of asaries of plansfor apark a City

Point cdled Pleesure Bay. Olmsted's bold desgn required extensve

harbor dredging to creete doping lawns, a crescent-shgped beech, and a

causaway connector between the mainland and Cadle Idand facing a

long pleesure pier.” This early plan, a"Prdiminary Study for a Planfor

a Flessure Bay," dthough unlinked to the future Emerad Necklace or

Columbia Road, uses the term "Strand’ for the Fleeaure Bay beech

sparated by adouble row of treesfrom a"Drive" dong the length of the  Fig. 1. Olmsted's preliminary plan for Pleasure
Strand. The "Drive" isthe earliest version of the former Gardner Way. Bay (1883) (Source: see footnote 10)

(continued)

First Annua Report, p. 37. At thistime, "Bogon Stret” was the name of the sreet linking Dudley Square and Five Comers
(Edward Everett Square). Both this section of Bogston Strest and Columbia Street were renamed Columbia Road in 1892. Eagt Chedter
Park (now Massachusatts Avenue), extended on anew adignment, became the "Dorchesterway"” in 1892 linking Five Comerswith
Mount Vemon Street. The Dorchesterway too wes absorbed into Columbia Road in 1897. (ss2 Boston Board of Street Commissioners
A Record of the Stregts, Alleys, Places, Etc. inthe City of Bogton (Boston, 1910), hereafter Streets, p. 158) The continued exigtence of
"Bogton Street” north of Five ComersEdward Everett Square sometimes confuses the modem interpretation of the Commissoners
plans.

Cynthia Zaitzevsky, Frederick Law Olmsted and the Boston Park Sysem (Cambridge: Harvard University Press 1982), p. 46

Dean, himsdlf, was bom in Clitheroe, Lancashire, sudied law in Lowell in the 1840s and moved to Bogton in 1852 when he st up
alaw practice. He served inthe State Senate, on its Judiciary Commiittee and various public posts in addition to his position as
Chairman of the Board of Park Commissioners. He built a substantiad mansard-roofed manson ca.l870 a 945 Eadt Broadway, less
than ablock from City Point. Boston Evening Transcript 9 April 1897, p. 2
" Firg report of Frederick Law Olmsted, Report of the Boston Park Commissoners for 1883 (1884), p. 24

Frederick L. Olmgted, Preliminary Study of a Planfor aPleasure Bay between Dorchester Point and Cagtle Idand, December
1883. Collection of Frederick Law Olmsted Nationa Historic Site, Brookline, Mass, Fig. 11.28 in Nancy S Seeshdles Gaining
Ground. A History of Landmaking in Bogton (Cambridge: The MIT Press 2003).
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Congruction work on Marine Pak began in 1883 following

authorization by the City Coimcil to spend $100,000 on the project.

Housss and hotels a the eestem tip of City Point were removed, cdllar

holes were filled and graded, and a complete topographicad survey for

dredging and filling was completed. By 18386, a 1,166-foot-long wooden

promenede pier had been extended from Marine Pak's southwestem

headland into Dorchester Bay (location of the present causaway to Heed

Idand). A year later, the Commissoners reported that "the Marine Park

[had] become a popular place of resort even in its rough and = .
undeveloped dae ... Itisagreda resort on pleessat Sundays Asmany & (Cllgagczlggu?sgcge?)gg ffTr?g ?gkmc':%?gﬁq?ssﬁfr::
forty thousand have been etimated by the soedid officer inchage and  1888)

others to have visited the park on some occesons™”  The promenade pier was connected viaan iron pier to
Head Idand, on which the Pak Commissonas proposed to constmct a grand three-story iron pierheed
sgmcture. (Today, the Ste of the wooden promenade and iron pier have been replaced by along causaway, part
of the MDC's 1950s plans to enclose Fessure Bay.)

Implementation of Olmgted's plans for Pleesure Bay, however, were
ddayed by ownership disputes and nationa security issues. 1n 1885, the
legidature granted to the city the use of the flats owned by the
Commonwedth for Feeaure Bay, thus alowing dredging and filling
projects to proceed imimpeded, but the link to Cadle Idand remained
dusve In 1838 Presdent Grover Clevedand vetoed a bill passad by
Congress, which would have permitted the attachment of Cadtle Idand to
the mainland by a solid fill causeway. A drawbridge connection wes
more acceptable, and in May 1890 the city was granted permissonto use
biermead structure. oianned for Head  lsiand Cadle Idand, dthough ownership would remain under the jurisdiction of
(1890, unbuilt) (Souﬁce: Report of the Park the Secretay of War. A tanporay wooden bridgefrom Shore Road to
Commission, 1890) Cadle Idand, including a drawbridge sopanning a 50-foot wide channd,
was opened to the public on July 29, 1892. Therevised plan prepared by Olmsted (Figure 2, below) shows the
bridge linking the idand and an extended neck of Marine Park.

(continued)

Repart of the Bodon Pak Cormissanas for 1837 (1839), p. 22
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On June 28, 1893, a bronze daue of the Civil War navd commander

Admira David Glaggow Faragut (1801-1870), dedgned by Henry

Hudson Kitson, was dedicated a the intersection of Eagt Broadway and

the former Gardner Way (Farragut Monument, #2 of the data sheet).

The daue is believed to be one of only two erected to the "hero of

Mobile Bay" in the United States, the other being in Washington D.C.'s

Faragut Square (Vinnie Ream, sculptor, 1881). The sculptor of the 1893

monument, Henry Hudson Kitson (1865-1947), bom inHuddersfield,

England, was educated & I'Ecole des Beaux Artswhere he studied under

Jeen Marie Bonnasseux. He goant ayear in the Romanian army and was

knighted by the Queen of Romania, according to his obituary.™ Almost Fig. I2. Re(;/ised hplan for MarinebPark by F.L. and
30 examples of his work are recorded in Massachusetts including the  J; Olmsted, Architects, December 1889 (Source:
Minuteman Statue in Lexington (1898) and the Pilgrim Maiden Statue in Report ofthe Park Commission, 1890
Plymouth (1924). The Farragut Statue, cast in 1891, is his earliest recorded work in Massachusetts

Between 1834 and 1897, the work on improving Fleasure Bay continued with little letup. Fine grading of the
beaches, laying out of the drives, and subgtantiad planting was done throughout the park. Other features of the
park included the Heed House, alarge, wood frame, multi-gabled building desgned by City Architect Edmund
Marsh Whedwright and erected a the head of the Promenade Rer in 1896; and an impressve twin-towered
shdter built on the granite block wharf on the steamboat pier (later known as "Kelly's Landing”) opening in
1898. An aguarium, proposed as early as 1876, was completed in 1912 (William D. Austin, architect) onthe ste
of the present skating rink.

A defining feature of Pleasure Bay is the masonry baudrade or seawdl and broad promeneade that separate the
beach from this ssgment of Day Boulevard, formerly Gadner Way. The origina bdudrade was dmost
certainly due to the generosity of the Boston philanthropist, George A. Gardner (1829-1916). During the winter
of 1915-16, "inorder to provide work for the neady unemployed ... & Marine Pak a bdudrade was erected
from the Head House to Cadlle Idand Bridge. This was flanked on the land by a granolithic walk, 20 feetin
width, and a planting soace 10 feet wide."" Gardner had given the city $10,000 to employ the nesdy during the
winter and the city used these fimds on what would later be named Gardner Way/>' The origind done
baudrade was replaced by the present concrete ssmcture in the 1950sto prevent the recently re-sanded beach
from blowing onto the roadway .
(continued)

" MHC Inventory BOS9257; "Henry Hudson Kitson”, New Yak Times 27 e 1947.
"Report of the Parks and Recretion Department for the year 1915 (1916), p. 3.
Chales Zeublin, American Municipd Progress (1916), p. 173, Gaoge A. Gadne, Bodon Evening Transript 1 Augudt 1916, p. 4.
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Olmged's plan for a pamanent causaway linking Cadle Idand and oani mtm, Km

Marine Park, the last section of the former Gadner Way (now Day

Boulevard) to be built, was not redized imtil the 1930s when the

causeway, which replaced the wood-pile pedestrian bridge in 1927, wes

finally paved, allowing automobiles to drive to the bese of the fort. M A

traffic circlewith goace for parking aong the perimeter was constmcted

on filled land a the bese of thefort, replaced in the 1960s by the current

parking lot.
Postcard view of the footbridge, ca. 1920, linking Castle
Island and Fort Independence with Marine

Little evidence hes been discovered of the origina planting for either the  Park (Source: MHC R collection. Fort Independence)
roadway facing Fleasure Bay or for the Strandway. However, in a report

prepared by the Olmsed Brothers for the Board of Pak Commissoners in 1911, the landscgpe architects
described the intent of the original planting: "The absence of a row of trees between the drive and the shore
walk wes intentional, as it was thought the view from the drivewould be more enjoyableif imobstmcted, and
that the opennesswould form adesirable contragt with the Srandway."™ Elsewhere, the Park Department notes
that European ems and lindens, "which ssem to be well adgpted for blesk sear3de planting,” were usad in
Marine Pak/™

Columbia Road and the Strandway

For over adecade, no work was done onthe Commisson's 1876 plans to link Franklin Park with South Boston,
but in 1886, specifically citing the nead to connect Marine and Franklin parks, the Commission again caled for
widening the "narrow lane' of Columbiaand Boston dreets to 90 feet. "Not being built upon to any great
extent, [it] can bewidened a no very large expense” Two yearslater, with the new popularity of Marine Park,
the Board repeated their call for widening the roads. For the first time, it looked to the Old Harbor waterfront,
envisoning "one of the greatest pleasure resortsin the world":

(continued)

N Report of the Pack Dt (1928), p. 5, William Stokinger, DCR, parsond communicaion.
"Report of Oimded Brothers™ in Annual Report of the Pakk Departmeant for 1910 (1911), p. 68.
Repart of the Pak Departmeant for 1901 (1902), p. 9.

Report of the Bogon Pak Commissonars for 1835 (1886), p. 23.
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The importance of the Marine Park to the sysem requires amore fitting and unimpeded connection with the other parks than
this half-way plan [Columbia and Bogton dreaty provides. Inlooking for a feasible route for such a connection a glance a
the mep reveds the vacant south shore of South Boston, on a part of which Ninth Street has recently been buih dong the
water's edge. Here isto be found over amile of water-front dmost unimproved, having a southerly exposure and afine near
view of the harbor, which could be utilized, & smdl proportional cogt, to make amog attractive drive and promenade, and, in
connection with the Marine Park, one of the grestest pleasure resorts inthe world. A connection could readily be made with
Columbia and Boston dreets, which, improvedin like manner, would complete the circuit of the Parkway. ... The Board

thinks [the Commissoners concluded] it would be derdlict inits duty if it did not urge to the utmost the purchasing, a this
)

time, of the lands necessary for the entire system of parkways."

In April 1890, the Park Commissoners mede complete takings between Marine Park and Atlantic (now
Covington) Strest neer Bumham's Wharf ~ Not until April 1892 was the Board able to take the 56 parcds
needed to constmct the "Dorchesterway,” the section of pleasure drive from Five Comers [Edward Everett
Square] to the head of Old Harbor & Mount Vernon Stret. Early in 1893, the Commissioners noted that they
expected this section to be completed the following year, but added: "It will not be of much use for apark drive
imtil itisconnected by the Strandway with Marine Park, but we deam its early completion as highly desrable to
open the land for building and tofixthe character of the resdencesto be built in thisvicinity."»

The coimection between the heed of Old Harbor and Bumham's Wharf

was more problematic. Old Harbor was then shdlow water ad

mudflats up to the Old Colony Railroad, an dignment followed by

today's Old Colony Avenue. On the north shore, between Mercer and

Old Colony dreets, were small industries and wharves. (The Columbus

Park Fedhouse a Preble Circle would have been a the very edge of

the mudflats.) In 1898, when the railroad abandoned its dignment for a

route fiirther west, the Commissioners were eble to build on the G of o3t ben o e iy Ol Cony
rallroad's right-of-way, immediately west of what istoday Joe Moakley  Avenue), Mercer Sireet, and Old Harbor St. Burnham
Park. But in 1892, with the Old Colony still in place, thiswas not an  of Colmbia Road Soute: Do rom biate 35 Allse.
option. Their proposed 1892 route would have paralded therailroad  Jgggy ™" V! 8 Souh Boston. 6. W. Bromiey & Co.,
960 feet eedt of the railroad, taking the north-south aignment that

would eventudly be followed by the Strandway in 1924, now Day Boulevard.

(continued)

Report of the Boston Park Commissioners for 1887 (1888), pp. 18-20.
Report of the Boston Park Commissioners for 1892 (1893), p. 22,29-30.



NPS Forni 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

COﬂtI nua| on S’l& OldHarbor Reservation Parkways
Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston M PS
Section number 8 Page 8 Boston (Suffolk County), MA

Leaving the mainland a the heed of Old Harbor [near where Kosciuszko (Columbia) Circle is now located] thisway isto be
carried acrossthe harbor, by a causaway one hundred and thirty feet wide, to the mainland neer | Street, and thence dongthe

shore of Old Harbor to Marine park. The channd to Bumham's wharf is to be crossed by a drawbridge which will not be

openad veryfrequently,and the expense of which will be much less than that which would be atendant upon closing the
channd. ... It isthe plan to dredge the flatsto a line beow low-water mark aong the whole length of the Strandway, 0 that

when completed it will afford adriveof two miles, bordered by abeach reaching to cdean seawater, which, with its views
ssaward, cannot fail to be avery atractiveresort. I f the fiindsa command of the Board proveto be sufficient, this Strandway
can be completed within three years, and with a suitable adjustment of the appropriation, possibly could be finished in
1894."

In 1887, Olmsted had recommended that a common nomendature be adopted for all the park roads in the
Boston Pak Sysem. The Feway, the Riverway and the Arborway were all named a this time. The
recommendation was formally adopted by the Board of Park Commissioners in December 1887/ but it was not
until 1892 that the Board applied the nomendature ruleto Marine Park and its connecting roads. In their annud
report to the mayor that yeer, they decided that al that part of the road from Five Comers to the Heed of Old
Harbor [Moimt Vemon Street] would be cdled the "Dorchesterway,” while the remaining disance, from the
Heed of Old Harbor to Marine Park, would be caled the "Srandway." As a name, the "Dorchesterway” only
lagted five years, replaced by becoming part of Columbia Road in 1897. The Strandway name would survive
until 1950, when the road was renamed William J. Day Boulevard.

The god to finish the Strandway now became the priority over adding to shelters or new buildings in Marine
Park, but the nationwide financial depresson of 1893 brought a halt to many projects in Bogton imtil funding
was available, and little work was done in 1894 In 1896, the Sate L egidature authorized the City of Boston
to issue notes for the congtruction of new roads in the city, noting that no less than $200,000 should be
appropriated to completion of the Srandway ™M By thistime, plans for the Strandway between Marine Park and
O Strest had dready been prepared and acogpted by the Board. "The intention of these plans isto concentrate
the yachting and boating interests a the point neeres the anchorage, leaving the rest of the Strandway
comparaivey free from anything of the kind."™

(continued)

"Ibid
Report of the Bogon Park Commissioners for 1887 (1888), p. 17
Report of the Bogton Park Commissioners for 1882 (1883), p. 23

* Sredts, pp. 123, 158.

" Report of the Bogton Park Commissioners for 1893 (1894), pp. 30-31
Chap. 453, Actsof 1896.

" Report of the Bogton Park Commissonersfor 1895 (1896), p. 42.



NPS Fomi 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Shest Old Harbor Resarvation Parkways
Metropolitan Park Sysem of Grester Bogon MPS
Seionnumbe 8 Page 9 Bogon (Suffolk County), MA

The Srrandway's development represanted one of the Olmged firm's mgjor planning and engineering

achievements. From Marine Park westward to just beyond O Stredt, the work involved demoalition of existing

yacht dubs and shipyards along City Point's south shore, extensve landfill operations, and the construction of a
granite block sea wall, topped by ahandsomeiron railing. The rdlocated cluster of yacht clubs between O and P

drests—the Boston Harbor Yacht Club, Puritan Canoe Club, Columbia Yacht Club, and the South Boston

Yacht Club—were all built between 1898 and 1899. Together these make up the South Boston Boat Clubs

Historic District (NRDIS, 2005). At the same time, a new building was erected for the L Siregt bathhouse on or
near the Ste of a modest wooden bathhouse that had been erected by the city in 1865. (The origind L Street

Bathhouse hes been called "the world's first free bathhouse™) The more daborate wooden sructure completed

in 1901 was plarmed to complement the Strandway and mirrored the Germanic medieva architecture of the

Headhouse a Fleasure Bay*™* (The 1901 wooden bathhouse wias replaced in 1931 by the current structure.)

The Parkways Act

Degpite the Park Commisson's construction of the Dorchesterway and the accderated work on the Strandway,
however, it would gppeer that there was some tenson between the role of the Strandway and the Dorchesterway
& recreationd boulevards and the nead for atraffic artery linking Franklin and Marine parks. Thistenson
sams to have played itself out between the Board of Sret Commissoners and the Board of Pak
Commissioners.

In May 1897 the Legidature enacted an "act relative to Parkways in the City of Boston." Known theregfter as
the Parkways Act, under this authority, the Board of Strest Commissioners was directed to "locate anew, dter,

widen, lay out, and order to be condructed, a public way, over public ways and private lands, connecting

Franklin Park with the Marine Park [in Boston]..." Section 2 of the legidation provided that the Board of Street
Commissons could designate (a their discretion) certain parts of the route to be under the authority of the
Board of Park Commissioners. By this act, Columbia Road was to be a continuous thoroughfare for daily traffic
between Franklin Park and Farragut Road. The Dorchesterway itself disgppeared into Columbia Road in 1897,

and the Stret Commissioners laid out anew traffic artery, Columbia Road, parald to the Park Commissoners
other domain, the Strandway. Although Columbia Road would later be turned over to the Park Commissoners
(and ultimately to the MDC and DCR) to manage, & least until the early 1920s the two roadways were
managed separatdy, with commercid (truck) traffic prevented from using the Strandway.

(continued)

MHC Invatay #BOS6351
" Chep. 394, Ads of 1897.
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Street Department reports in subssguent years digtinguish between the "easterly or plessure drive' and the
"traffic road." Describing the roads running north along the former Old Colony Railroad right-of-way, the Street
Commissoners wrote in 1905:

The eegterly or pleasure drive is 42 feet wide, of 9-inch mecedam, with 15-foot crushed sone sdewaks and edgestone A
fifteen (15) foot planting goece is between the roadways. The westerly or traffic road is 30 feet wide, of 4-inch macadam on
8-inch telford bese with 8-foot crushed gone sdewaks and edgestone. This type of construction continues in a northerly
direction for about 800 feet. From here the plessure drive continues of the same width and description to a point neer Hyde
dreet, where it tums in an eegterly direction, and running about 600 feet connects with adrive of the same character built by
the Park Department. ™M

By the time of the South Boston Atlasof 1899, the entire route
between Edward Everett Circle and Faragut Road was
identified & "Columbia Road” In subossgquat maes
"Strandway™ often gopears in parentheses. The Atlas of 1899
(inset a right) dso detalls the layout of the road. From the
Beach, northward (inland), desgnations are for Planting, Walk,
Planting, Roadway, and Planting. The roadway is shown &s a
sngle, undivided goece with no indication of lanes The
roadway today referred to as Columbia Road is identified as
"Eadt Ninth Stregt.”
Section of Columbia Road and East Ninth Street at | Street,

In the meantime, the Old Colony Railroad, now subject to the 12, siewing pping et fosduey araneerens (e
Saes grade-crossing elimination act of 1890/ was forced to Bromley & Co., 1899) ' B
diminate the line's grade crossng of Dorchester Avenue, and with cogts paid by the Commonwedth, the City
and therailroad, itsright-of-way was rdocated gpproximeatdy 200 yards to the west. Under 1898 legidation, the
Commissoners gppointed by the Superior Court laid out Old Colony Avenue, ahighway of 80 feet inwidth on
the former railroad dignment.”™* The portion of Old Colony Avenue between Mount VVemon Street and Preble
Circle becamethe City's traffic artery, continued as Columbia Road aong the dignment of East Ninth Street as
far as | Street. Columbia Road, west and north of Columbus Park, so carrying the same " Strandway" was the
plessure drive. Although both roads were given back to the Park Department in the 1920s it was not until 1955

that the two roads were tumed over to the MDC /M

(continued)

' Report of the Street Department for 1905 (1906), p. 45.
37 Chep. 428, Actsof 1890.
N Streets, p. 348; An Act to providefor the abolition of the grade crossng of Dorchester Avenue and the Old Colony Railroad in the
City of Bogon (Chap. 519, Actsof 1897).
A" Chap. 570, Actsof 1955.
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The last mgjor structure to be completed on the route was the bridge carrying Columbia Road over Old Colony
Avenue and the railroad tracks & Mount Vemon Street. Abutments for the bridge were contracted forin
October 1898"*° and the bridge itself was completed in 1902. The last section of Columbia Road, from the
railroad bridge to Covington Street, was completed May 6, 1905. The new parkways opened in 1905, the last
link in the chain between Marine and Franklin parks™"

Columbus Park and Columbus Park Beach

The fina 3,900-foot segment of the Strandway, between G Street and Columbia Circle, not completed imtil
1924, is closdly tied to the history of Coumbus Park and the adjoining Columbus Park Beach (now Carson
Bead™ /). With Columbia Road being constructed by the Board of Street Commissioners, it fell to the Board of
Park Commissioners to develop the vacant land. 1n 1897, the Park Commissioners noted that the pessege of the
Parkways Act "mede it dedrable to sscurethe land and flats, lying between the origina line of the Strandway
and the Old Colony Railroad, and the Board, therefore, making ataking on June 9, 1897, of so much of the land
and flats as the gppropriation available therefor would warrant.” Further, noting the desirability of playgroimds
for pats of Boston hitherto poorly provided, it recommended that this land be used for playground
purposss”™*The following year the city begen filling intheflatsto make what would become the park. By late
1902, "sufficient ground had been graded to form agood ball field of three diamonds, which were much used,
as were later the three acreswhich werefloodedfor skating"**

The new playground, however, was dow to be filled in; the southem end of the park was still mudflats up to the
edge of Columbia Road in 1910, when the Bromley Atlas of that year hows a wood-frame "bath housg' on
"McKenzie Beach" gpproximately where the southwest comer of the stadium would be today. (The Board of
Park Commissioners reported that year that the McKenzie Beach Bathhouse was usad by 40,252 persons, fifth
highest of the 14 bathhouses nm by the City.) The northem end of the park was well esablished with severd

(continuied)

Stredts, pp. 122, 284; Report of the Street Department for 1898 (1899), pp. 9, 243-244.

Report of the Street Department for 1905 (1906), p. 45; Seeshdles pp. 326-327.
*' "Carson Beach" isthe earliest and latest of namesfor this section of beach & the westem end of Old Harbor. Carson Stret,
Dorchester, esst of Five Comers, was laid out in 1887, and by the end of the 19th century, a portion of the mud flats used for
swimming a the end of this street was called Carson Beach. 1n 1906, as more and more of the Old Harbor mud flats were being filled,
the beach was renamed McKenzie Beach (se Stredts p. 94), Well before the completion of the present baethhouse in 1924, the beech
was actively used. 1n 1910, the Park Commissioners reported its use by 40,252 persons. In 1924 the Beach was renamed Columbus
Park Beach, anameit held until the MDC returned to the Carson Beach namewhen it took over responsibility for the Beech and
Strandway (but not Columbus Park) in 1949.

Report of the Bogton Park Commissioners for 1897 (1898), pp. 3-4.

Report of the Boston Park Commissioners for 1902 (1903), p. 7.
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actively usad ball fields, and in 1911, the city built one of a series of fieldhousesit was then building in
different neighborhoods around the city. The Columbus Park Fiddhouse, built to the desgns of city architect
William Downes Austin (1856-1943), istoday the oldest structure inthe park and its studioudy rustic Hemish
architecture is characterigtic of park facilities Austin built in this period.*”

The desgn of Columbus Park, the westem Strandway, and Columbus Park Beach was the work of Arthur A.
Shurcliff (1870-1957). Asayoung engineering dudent & MIT, Shurcliff had been introduced to Olmgted in the
ealy 1890s Olmsted encouraged Shurcliff to dudy landscgpe architecture a Harvard College. Upon
completion of his graduate studies in 1896, Shurcliff went to work for the Olmgeds (then Olmsted, Olmsted
and Eliot) in 1896, about the time of Olmged senior's retirement. After Olmged's death in 1903, Shurcliff
helped to finish a number of the firm's commissons, and in 1905 set up practice for himsalf as a consulting
landscepe architect both for the Boston Park Commission and for the Metropolitan Park Commission.

About 1914, Shurcliff drew up a magerplan for what would later

become Columbus Park. It is not dear to what extent his origind plan

differs from the final result, ance the lantern dide of the drawing that

has come down to us” (Figure 3, right) was revised in 1922 and 1924

and shows the Park, Strandway and Beech in their present configuration.

Nevethdess, the Strandway dong this section of Old Harbor and

Columbus Pak Beach demondrae ShurdlifTs tribute to Olmsted's

design of Flessure Bay thirty years before. The broad cove crested for ,

the Beech, athough netural-appearing today due to extensive 1and  C3, s park (1912 (Source. see footnote 46
filling, copied the smdler cove of Hesaure Bay that Olmsead hed

designed. Asin Olmgted's plan for apierhead a the end of the Pleasure Bay crescent, Shurclifffinishedoff the
swvep of the cover with a picturesque tempietto, today caled "Mother's Res” (no reference was foimd for the
use of the name "Mother's Ret" before the MDC's acquisition of the beach). The "Strandway" name was now
applied to the new pleasure drive tracing the beech, as Gardner Way traced the edge of Pleesure Bay. Shurcliffs
design (see detail below) depicts his debt to Olmged in hisinset locationa diagram.

(continued)

Report of the Bagon Pak Commissonasfor 1912 (1913), p. 10
City of Bogon Park Department. Genardl Han for Cdumbus Park. Fan by [Arthur A.] Shurdliff, 1914. Glass lantem dide #47,
Arthur A. Shurdliff Callection, Massadhusdtts Hidoricd Sodety.
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In 1916, however, despite the filling that had taken place, sewer
overflowsand low tidal flats still medethe place "obnoxious' to many
viewers. That year, the legidature authorized the City's Public Works
Depatment to "improve the foreshore, flats and channds' of Old
Harbor "0 &s to increase the area and to improve the condition of the
playground, recregtion places, and beeches dong the Strandway or
Columbia roed.."™*" ft was desgned to provide both an expanded
recregtion ground and a water-filled basn a al tides for boating and
bathing.** The work was imder funded and took longer to complete
than anticipated. Neverthdess, the work was far enough advanced by
October 1917 to alow dedication of the 57-acre expanse of playing
field (varioudy known up imtil that time as McNary Playground or
Srrandway Park) as Columbus Park. The report of the completion of
the work in Decamber 1919 describes the use of the dredged clay to
build up the high fill necessxy to connect the Strandway with the
Columbia Road Bridge. A concrete and ded bathhouse on the
Strandway wes proposed, but due to lack of funding, the work had not . 1. petail from Fig
been done by December 1919

In 1920 and again in 1921, Commissoners of the Park and Recregtion Depatment gopeded to the City for

funds to complete the work:
The great length of water front bordering the Dordhester bay nesds to be devdoped in order to obtain the fullest degree of
useful recregtion. No other city of the country contains such possibilities for ammea oorts 0 near to the great canter of
populaion, and the city govemmant must of necessty be goen to grave criticiam for failing to provide sufficient funds for
proper devdgamat/>/

Not until 1922 were new contracts let for the completion of the work as part of acomprehensve schamefor the
improvements of the Strandway and Columbus Park. Until that time, the Strandway hed followed the Columbia
Road dignment dong the north and west gdes of the park. Shurcliffs plans for the beech and pak
development, however, included a new dignment for the Strandway aong the beach, parking for beachgoars,

(continued)

" Chep. 274, Adsof 1916. Se d0 Annud Reparts of the Public Works Departmeat for the year 1918, pp. 87-89.
Report of the Public Works Departmentt for 1916 (1917), p. 11.
Repart of the Public Works Department for 1918 (1919), pp. 87-89.
Report of the Pak and Recregtion Departmat for the Year ending January 31, 1920, p. 2.
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and atraffic circlethat would link the Strandway with Columbia Road before it passed over the railroad bridge
to the west. Enthusiasticaly, the Pak Commisson wrote that "when completed, South Boston will have a
beach areawhich cannot be matched in any large city of the county."'

The following year, the Commission reported the completion of what was "congdered the best-equipped bath
house in the country ... & atota cost of $220,000." Its desgner was City Architect Harrison Henry Atwood
(1863-1954). At its formal opening in 1924, the dructure was cadled "probably the largest bathhouse in the
world.""

With the opening of the Strandway aong the beach, adjustments were dso made to Columbia Road. In 1923,
the City Planning Board recommended that Columbia Road and the Strandway become oneway dreets the
Strandway carrying northerly and eegtbound traffic, and Columbia Road carrying traffic in the oppogte
directions. As noted in their report, this would eiminate the distinction between pleasure and traffic arteries,
permitting trucks on both roads. At the same time, the Park Depatment was to be given responsibility of
maintenance for both roads.

The origina planning for Columbia Circle had anticipated the completion of a new southem artery, the Old
Colony Parkway, one of more than a dozen parkways authorized by an omnibus Parkways Act of 1912/ The
roadway was intended by the Commisson to link Baston and the Metropolitan Park Commisson's new Quincy
Shore Drive (NRDIS, 2003). Work on this road, however, was ddlayed for more than a decade The bridge over
Mount Vemon Stredt, linking the new parkway with the south sde of Columbia Circle was completed in
1926/ and the Parkway itself opened as far as Fregport Street two years later. The highway was renamed the
William T. Morrissey Boulevard in 1952/

(continued)

" Annua Report of the Park Department for the Year ending January 31, 1923, p. 5.

Annua Report of the Park Department for the Y ear ending January 31, 1924, p. 6. n

Annua Report of the Park Department for the Y ear ending January 31, 1925, p. 6.

Annua Report of the City Planning Board (1923), p.31.

Chap. 699, Actsof 1912. The act was an omnibus funding act for new parkways all over the region. The new "parkway or
boulevard", unnamed in the legidation, would mn "from a point a or neer the crossng of Columbia road and the New Y ork, New
Haven and Hartford railroad, to apoint neer Neponsat bridge in Boston, and from a point near Neponset bridge in Quincy to Quincy
Shoreresarvation at Atlantic in the city of Quincy, [for] asum not exceeding [$475,000]".

MDC Report (1926), pp. 9-10; (1928), p. 2

Chepter 327, Acts of 1952 renamesthe Old Colony Parkway and Quincy Shore Drive between "Kaosciuszko (Columbia) Circle' to
Sa Sfreet, Quincy, as the William T. Morrissey Boulevard. (Morrissey, who died in office November 6, 1945, was aformer MDC
Commissioner.) Sixteen years later, the former Quincy Shore Drive was redesignated Quincy Shore Drive. (Chap. 386, Laws of 1968,
amending the 1952 act).
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The lagt part of Shurcliffsplan for Columbus Park to be completed, Columbus Stadium a the south end of the
park adjoining Columbia Circle, was congructed about 1930/ In 1953 it was renamed the Paul J. Saundars
Stadium in honor of the World Wer |1 veteran Paul J. Saunders (1918-1944) ™M

Although mogt other park construction came to a halt during the 1930s an exception was the L Stregt
Bathhouse, built a the height of the Depresson a a cogt of $400,000. Designed by John Matthew Gray and
John P. Heffeman, the present masonry sructure owes its exigence to city mayor JamesMichad Curley (1874-
1958), then serving his third term as mayor of Boston. He "recognized the nead for a new bathhouse which
would accommodeate the city'slessaffluent.” The new bathhouse was dedicated with great fanfare June 15, 1931
when a crowd of 5,000 viewed "a parade of &0 life guards in boas"” The new dructures important features
included hot sdtwater showers, handball courts, and a vita glass solarium sad to be the first of its kind inthe
world.*" Since renovations to the building by the City and its rededication in 1989, the bathhouse hes been
known as the Curley Community Center.

The mog significant new developments adong the parkways in the 1930s were both Federd Housing projects, a
the northwest comer of the parkways. Old Harbor Village, brick row houses and tenements for 6,066
goatments south of Preble Circle, was the first Federd housing project in New England. Ground was broken
for the complex in 1936 and completed in the Spring of 1938 & acog of $7 million. (Old Harbor Village would
be later renamed the Mary Ellen McCormack Devdopment after the mother of the Spesker of the House John
W. McCormack.) Three years after the completion of the new housing development, the city condructed a
footbridge over Old Colony Avenue and Columbus Road linking the Old Harbor with Columbus Park** (Hugh
Farren Pedestrian Overpass, #13 on the data sheet). (The footbridge was renamed in 1962 after aWorld War
I Navy veteran*”) Within two yearsof the completion of Old Harbor Village, work had dso garted on the 15
acre Old Colony Housing Devedlopment on the oppodite Sde of Preble Circle. The traffic rotary itsdlf, renamed
the Sgt Alexander F. Pacuska Circle (#11 on the data sheet) after World War |1, was probably congtructed a
this time, athough improvement of circulation hed been discussad during Columbus Park improvementsin the
1920s

(continued)

City of Bogon Flans dwg 7212A, (28 Feb. 1930) Congruction drawings for stadium, "concrete bleechers, grading,” etc. Collection
of DCR Hans Archive.

Boston City Council Minutes (1953), p. 153.

MHC Inventory, BOS. 6851.
*' Report of the Dept of Public Works (1941), p. 21.

Chap. 335, Actsof 1962. Farren was killed in actionin the Gilbert 1dands, now the main part of the Pacific idand nation of Kiribati.
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Beginning in the 1940s successve waves of devdopment on Columbia Point south of Columbia Circle had

impacts on the use of the Strandway. I1nthe 1940s Camp McKay was built on the north Sde of the Columbia
Point Peninsula dong Mount Vemon Street to house Italian prisoners during WWI1. The smdl brick police

dation on facing Columbia (later Kosciuszko) Circlewas built by the city inthis era The access road around it
("the shute"), linking the Strandway (now Day Boulevard) with Mount Vernon Street may have bean buiilt a the
sme time. Camp McKay was succeeded by the Columbia Point Housing Development in 1954, and the Family
Shopping Center (later the Baysde Mall) in 1966. Another accessroad in 1968 connected the new shopping

center directly to Day Boulevard, between the Carson Beach Bathhouse and the MDC Police Station (1964). In
the 1980s, the shopping center would be replaced by the present Baysde Busness & Conference Center and

Baysde Exposition Center.

The MDC years

The yearsimmediately following World War |1 saw subgtantid new investment in renovating the parkways and
beeches In 1949, control of the "beadhes and shore parks and their facilities, hitherto under the ownership and
control of the City of Boston™" was given to the Metropolitan District Commisson (MDC).M Probably to clearly
distinguish the new MDC role in the beach from the municipal Columbus Park, Columbus Park Beach was
renamed "Carson Beach,” thus reverting to its very earlies name from the tum of the century. The following
year the Strandway was renamed the William J. Day Boulevard, after the South Boston lawyer and specid
justice of the South Boston District Court William J. Day (1876-1950)."* (A done marker facing Kosciuszko
Circle marks this rededication of the road.) Old Colony Avenue and Columbia Road west of William J. Day
Boulevard were not transferred to the MDC'sjurisdiction until 1956/

In the 1950s the M DC undertook significant renovations to Fleesure Bay: in 1950, the legidature authorized
the rebuilding of the Head House Fa/" ad two years later the construction of a causaway from Cadtle Idand
to the Heed House promontory a City Point, South Boston. The causaway would by this means convert
Feesure Bay to a landlocked lagoon "suitable for bathing a all times, regardless of tides"™ Openings in the
causaway would allow limited tidalfluctuationsand exchange of water in the lagoon with the sea outsde. Much

(continued)

" Chap. 509, Actsof 1949. Cited in Report of the City Planning Board (1949), p. 9.

A "William J. Day," Bogton Globe 31 May 1950, p. 3; Chap. 693, Actsof 1950: "That portion of Columbiaroad in the South Boston
disfrict of the city of Boston between ColumbiaCircle and Cadtle Idand, known as the Strandway, shall be known and designated as
the William Day Boulevard and suitable markers or tablets bearing said designation shall be erected and maintained thereon by the
mefropolitan disfrict commission.”

" Chap. 570, Actsof 1955.

**Chap. 553, Actsof 1950.

" Report of the City Planning Board (1951), p. 11 ; Actsof 1952, Chap. 466. Cited in Report of the City Planning Board (1952), p. 15
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of the planting between the former Gardner Way and Fleesure Bay was renewed in this period, including
resanding of the beach, a new concrete wall, ad shdters (The Ginkgo treesin concrete planters are thought to
have been agift to the city someyearsprior to these renovaions™) The same period dso saw the establishment
of the Cadle Idand waterfront termina on the filled land north of the former Gardner Way and Cadle Idand.
The area had been gradudlly filled in the 1920s and '30s as a planned extenson of Marine Park. However,
during World Wer 11, the newly filled land wes taken by the Army and after the war, transferred to the Port of
Boston Authority. The terminal was named the Paul W. Conley Termina in 1979 Inthe early 1960s the
MDC undertook aredesign of the gpproach to Cadlle Idand, to include alarger parking lot. The sanitary facility
and the current take-out concession, Sullivan's, dso daes to this reorganization of the Cadlle Idand acoess ca
1964, dthough Sullivan'sitself had been a smdl takeout gand on the Ste as early as 1951. It is possble that
with thisredesgn, Gardner Way began to be consdered as part of Day Boulevard.

In 1967 the Metropolitan District Commission undertook amajor upgrade of Bogion's sawage collection sysem
with the construction of Deer 1dand Primary Wagtewaer Treatment Plant and the Columbus Park Headworks
(#9 on the data sheet). Until 1967, most of Bogton's sawage discharge was till being handled by the Calf
Pasture Pumping Station (1883, NR 1990), 13 miles southeast of Columbus Park. The new headworks replaced
the Caf Pedture station, diverting sawageto the new Deer Idand facility. (In 1985, the MDC's sawvegedivision
was tranderred to the new Massachusetts Water Resources Authority [MWRA].) The short 200-yard Babe
Ruth Park Drive (#10 on the District Data Sheet), which provides the street aocess to the heedworks and
faces the ballfields of Columbus Park, dthough it gopearsin Shurcliffs 1924 plan of Columbus Park, was given
its current name by the MDC in 1968 on the 20th anniversary of the famous basebdl player's desth™!

(end)

William Stokinger, DCR, parsond communication, 2 May 2008.
W. Stokinger; Chep. 771, Laws of 1951; Chep. 114, Laws of 1979.
O MDC Minutes, Volume 34, p. 98, item no. 5 (March 14, 1968), courtesy of DCR Archivist Sen Fisher 1009/2007.
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Old Harbor Reservation Parkwavs Suffolk County. Massachusetts
Name of Property County, State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Approximately 55.8 acres

UTM References (NAD27)

Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1. 19 333961 4689149 (£. Tenvinus of Gardner Way) 4. 19 331469 4688241 (Columbia Rd/Day Blvd Split at G Street)
2. 19 333209 4688838 (Fanagut Circle) 5. 19 330865 4688176 (Pacuska Circle)
3. 19 333123 4688529 (Fan-agut Rd & Day Boulevard) 6. 19 330926 4687327 (Kosciuszko Circle)

Verbal Boundary Description and Boundary Justification
See Section 10 Continuation Stieet

11. Form Prepared Bv

nanneftitle Peter Stott and Betsy Friedberg, NR Director. MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date June 2008
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA  zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check wittithe SHPO or FPO for any additional Items)

Propertv Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Commonwealth of Massachusetts: Dept. of Conservation and Recreation
street & number 241 Causeway Street telephone (617) 727-5264
city or town  Boston state MA zip code 02114

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information Is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to hominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit
In accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Including the time for reviewing
Instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this
form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management
and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION

The National Regiser boundaries for the Old Harbor Reservation Parkways, located entirely in the South
Boston neighborhood of the city of Boston, is drawn to encomypass property historically and currently associated
with the roadways. This includes the parkway corridor and adjacent planting strips and sdewaks, where they
exist. Where sdewaks and planting strips do not exist, the nomination includes all the land that extends back
ten feet from the current edge of the parkway. The specific termini for each parkway are asfollows:

Day Boulevard. Ssgment 1 (formerly Gardner Way): The eesem terminus of the parkway corresponds to a
north-south line of convenience intersecting the westem tip of the Cadle Idand parking lot entry miter. The
westem terminus for the parkway corresponds to aline of convenience drawn from north to south across the
parkway from the northwestern comer of Farragut Road.

Day Boulevard, Segmet 2: The eestem terminus for Day Boulevard, Segmeatt 2 corresponds to a line of
convenience drawn from north to south across the parkway from the northwestem comer of Farragut Road
where the parkway coimects with the westem terminus of the former Gardner Way. The westem terminus of the
parkway corresponds to a line of convenience drawn aroimd the outer perimeter of Kosciuszko Circle a the
southwestem comer of Joe Moakley (formerly Colimibus) Park. The northem boundary of the roadway inthe
aea of the planted median that borders its northem edge corresponds to the edge of pavement. The Day
Boulevard boundary includes the four-acre extenson of Columbus Park a the intersection of Day Boulevard a
G Stret inwhich the Columbus Park Headworks is located. Day Boulevardis linked to Columbia Road by a
short 200-foot coimector, now called Babe Ruth Park Drive.

Columbia Road: The eestem terminus for Columbia Road corresponds to a line of convenience drawn from
north to south across the parkway from the northwesten comer of Farragut Road where the parkway cormects
with the westem terminus of the former Gardner Way. The westem terminus, coinciding with the westem
terminus of Day Boulevard, Ssgment 2, correponds to a line of convenience drawn aroimd the outer perimeter
of Kostiuszko Circle a the southwestem comer of Joe Moakley (formerly Columbus) Park. The Columbia
Road boundary includes the planted median that borders its southem edge and separaesthe roadway from Day
Boulevard.

Old Colony Avenue: The northem terminus of Old Colony Avenue corresponds to aline of convenience drawn
dong the southem edge of the outer perimeter of the Pacuska (formerly Preble Circle) Circle a the
northwesten comer of Joe Moakley (formerly Columbus) Pak. The southem terminus of the parkway
corresponds to aline of convenience drawn aarossthe roadway a the point where it departs from the Columbia
Road digrunent, gpproximately 700 feet north of Kosciuszko Circle.

(end)
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Historic Images

Fig. 1. Frederick L. Olmsted, Preliminary Study of a Plan for a Pleasure Fig. 2. Revised plan for Marine Park by F.L. and J. Olmsted, Architects,
Bay between Dorchester Point and Castle Island, December 1883. December 1889 (Source: Report of the Park Commission, 1890)
Collection of Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Site, Brookline,

Mass., Reprinted as Fig. 11.28 In Nancy S. Seasholes, Gaining Ground. A

History of Landmaking in Boston (Cambridge: The MIT Press, 2003)

(continued)
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Fig. 3. City of Boston Park Department. "General Plan for Columbus Park." Arthur A. Shurcliff, Landscape Architect. [1914],
revised to Jan. 11,1924. Glass lantern slide #47, Arthur A. Shurcliff Collection, Massachusetts Historical Society

: . . . : — Sj>A. -gn
Flg. 4. Arthur A. Shurcliff, Circle at Columbus Park [South Boston] with Stadium, ca. 1920s. Glass lantern slide #48, Arthur A.
Shurcliff Collection, Massachusetts Historical Society

(end)
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LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS
Photographer: Peter Stott, MHC
Date: September-November 2007; April 2008

1. Eat ed of the former Gadner Way: miter & Cadle Idand parking lot; Pleasure Bay to left; Paul
Colney Marineterminal to right (Sgptember 2007).

2. Grave planting strip with crabgpple trees dong the north sde of the former Gardner Way, looking eest
toward Cadlle Idand aong the fence sgparating the roadway from the marine terminal (April 2008).

3. Day Boulevard (former Gardner Way) |ooking southwest over Fleasure Bay (September 2007).

4. Faragut Rotary and intersection of East Broadway with Day Boulevard (former Gardner Way), looking
toward Marine Park (September 2007).

5. Faragut Monument (1893), looking west (Marine Park and East Broadway to rear) (Sgptember 2007).

6. Day Boulevard (former Gardner Way) looking north; Marine Park to the west (left); Fleesure Bay and
Beach to the eedt (right) (September 2007).

7. Day Boulevard (former Gardner Way) looking eest toward Fleesure Bay, Cadlle Idand. Marine Park &
left (November 2007).

8. Intersection of Farragut Road and ssgments 1 and 2 of Day Boulevard (former Gardner Way and former
Strandway), looking eedt through Marine Park toward Cadtle Idand (April 2008).

9. Intersection of Farragut Road and ssgments 1 and 2 of Day Boulevard (former Gardner Way and former
Strandway), and Columbia Road looking west. Marine Park in right foreground; brick Lennon Court
condominiums (1949) dong Columbia Road in center right; Boat Clubs dong Day Boulevard, far left
(April 2008).

10.View from Kelly's Landing looking wes: left-right: Boat Clubs, DonovaVStapleton Perk, Day
Boulevard (April 2008).

11. Columbia Road looking eedt toward Faragut Road; Marine Park in center disgance median grip
separaing road from Day Boulevard to right (September 2007).

12. Columbia Road looking eest; median strip. Day Boulevard, and M Street Beach to right (September
2007).

13. Day Boulevard and M Street Beach looking west; L Street Bathhouse on horizon (April 2008).

14. Columbia Road looking eet & L Stredt, showing median and Lagporte satue. Day Boulevard, and L
Street Bathhouse to right (September 2007).

15. Joseph E. Laporte Statue (1965) in the median strip, oppodte the L Street Bathhouse (now Curley
Community Center), looking eedt (Sgptember 2007).

(continued)
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16. Centrd Pavilion, L Street Bahhouse (1931) (now Curley Community Center) a Day Boulevard and L
Street (April 2008).

17. Columbia Road looking eest toward | Street; broad planted median strip to right (Sgptember 2007).

18. Day Boulevard a split with Columbia Road opposite G Street, looking west (April 2008).

19. WhiteWillow {Sdix alba), Day Boulevard & G Street looking eest (October 2007).

20. Lindens dong Day Boulevard, looking southwest from near G Streat (November 2007).

21. Carson Beach and Bathhouse, 1ooking southwest from Day Boulevard (September 2007).

22. Columbus Park Headworks (1967), Day Boulevard in foreground (April 2008).

23. Babe Ruth Park Drive intersection with Day Boulevard; Columbus Park Headworks center right behind
trees, construction in Joe Moakley (Columbus) Park, far left (April 2008).

24. Day Boulevard, looking west aoross Joe Moakley (Columbus) Pak toward Columbia Road and
Columbus Park Fedhouse (April 2008).

25. Former MDC Police Station (1964), looking eest acrass Day Boulevard from Joe Moakley (Columbus)
Pak (September 2007).

26. Tadeusz Kosciuszko Monument (1951), Kosciuszko Circle (September 2007).

27. Columbia Road looking north from Kosciuszko Circle; Joe Moakley (Columbus) Pak to right
(September 2007).

28. Hugh Farren Pededtrian Overpess (1941), looking northeest from median strip between Old Colony
Avenue and ColumbiaRoad; Joe Moakley (Columbus) Park to rear (September 2007).

29. Sgt. Alexander F. Pacuska (formerly Preble) Circle, looking southeest; Columbus Park Fddhouse in left
rear (September 2007).

30. Columbus Park FHedhouse (1911) a Pacuska Circle; view from Columbia Road looking northeest
(September 2007).

31. Columbia Road looking eest from Pacuska Circle across north end of Joe Moakley (Columbus) Park;
Cason Towers (1972) and Columbus Park Headworks (1967) in distance (September 2007).

32. Babe Ruth Pak Drive intersection with Columbia Road; Joe Moakley (Columbus) Pak, a right
(September 2007).

(end)
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Name: BOSTON SOUTH Location: 42° 19'45.7" N 71° 02'08.6" W (NAD27)
Date: 4/12/2008 0 1000 200K reet Caption: Day Boulevard.Columbia Road, Old Colony Avenue
Scale: 1 Inch equals 2000 feet Boston, Massachusetts
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William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
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June 11,2008

Mr. J. Paul Loether

Nationa Regigter of Historic Haces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether: '

Enclosed please find the following nomination:

Old Harbor Reservation Parkways Boston (Suffolk), MA
Metropolitan Park Sysem of Greater Boston (Parkways) MPS

The nomination was voted €ligible by the State Review Board and been signed by the State
Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property in the Certified Local Govemment
community of Boston were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 60 to 90 days
beforethe meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regigter Director
M assachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



