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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Number of Stories: The building consists of tlvree stories, a 
basement, and a four story tower.

Shape of Plan: The structure is built on a "Greek Cross" plan 
with a rectangular central pavilion flanked by two shallow 
wings. A"small rectangular wooden addition is located off the 
south wing of the building.

Foundation: The foundation is constructed of stone.

Wall Construction: The walls are constructed of brick laid up 
in modified common bond. They are articulated by square and 
arched recesses and by horizontal bands of cut stone.

Structural System: Load-bearing masonry. m

Roof: The building has a combination gable-hip roof sheathed 
with slate.

Chimneys: The structure has one end exterior and one interior 
chimney, both constructed of brick with corbeled caps.

Cornice: The cornice is constructed of corbeled brick with a
bracketed motif.

n 
Dormers: Each wing has a gabled dormer at the third story level.

Significant Exterior -Features: Of especial interest is the 
recessed entranceway framed by a brick round arch springing 
from two massive carved stone columns.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Black River Academy was es^taljlished in Ludlow, Vermont 
in_1835._ The school played an important role in the educa 
tion of President Calvin Coolidge. The President graduated 
from the Academy in 1890. Other notable graduates included 
Paul Harris, founder of Rotary, John Garibaldi Sargent, 
United States Attorney General and a Vermont Governor, 
William Stickney. The historical significance of the site 
is enhanced by its proximity to the Plymouth Historic Dis 
trict, President Coolidge ! s birthplace.

The present Black River Academy building, built in 1888, was 
a symbol of pride for the townspeople and for the many former 
graduates who contributed to its construction. The structure 
was built by Clinton Smith of Middlebury. The building is 
one of Ludlow's outstanding architectural landmarks and 
dominates the architectural scape of the eastern end of 
town. It is one of the outstanding_^Ri.chards-onian-style,!' 
schppl buildings remaining in Vermont.

The school moved to other facilities in 1938. The Black 
River Academy building has recently been purchased by the 
Black River Historical Society which plans to have the 
structure open to the publlcrrby~/t:h;e summer of 1972.
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1. Black River Historical Society "Some Interesting Historical 
Facts" 1972.

2. Harris, Joseph N. History of LudTow, Vermont. Charlestown,
rt.H.: Harris 5 Harding, 1949.
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
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National Register.
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