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H i s t o r i c Name I .Til tg-Preston Hous; 

Use: Present Residential 
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DESCRIPTION 

Date ra. 1722 

Source Pocumentn'r'^ research 

Style F i r s t Period core/Late Greek Revival 
vernacular exterior 

Architect Nons 

Exterior Wall Fabric ciaoboards 

Outbuildings Bam /garaee - -̂̂ ĥ c. -

Major Alterations {with dates) converted to 
double p i l e , 'symmetrical gable house, 
ca. IPSO 

Condi tion Good 

Moved .%'0 Date 

Acreace l . 5 I acres 

I:25,OOP 

Setting Surrounded bv several acres of open 

land, adiacent to Essex Agricultoral and 

Tpf'r-n.i rpl "I'riĝ 'f firfp , on gnhnrhar' do'̂  f i a l 

.qrr°pr nf r-nstlv 20t:h centurv houses 

Recorded by Aî ne Gradv 

Organization Boc;r.cn University 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The White-Preston House has i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
m a t e r i a l s , and workmanship i n some of i t s F i r s t Period frame The' 
replacement of many timbers, the loss of the roof framing and the c e n t r a l 
chimney diminish the s i g n i f i c a n c e of the s t r u c t u r e . 

Previous research places the c o n s t r u c t i o n date of the house c. 1722, which 
IS consistent w i t h the c o n s t r u c t i o n and chamfer s t y l e of the l e f t hand 
rooms. Perhaps Samuel White incorporated the frame of an e a r l i e r b u i l d i n g 
as the r i g h t hand rooms and the chimney bay. The great s i m i l a r i t y of the 
post m the l e f t hand chamber t o the posts of the James Putnam, J r . , House 
m Danvers may i n d i c a t e t h a t the same carpenter constructed both houses. 

Further i n v e s t i g a t i o n may reveal important i n f o r m a t i o n about F i r s t Period 
c o n s t r u c t i o n as w e l l as r e g i o n a l trends i n c o n s t r u c t i o n . Thus the 
property i s e l i g i b l e f o r the National Register f o r C r i t e r i o n D. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The White-Preston House i s a two and one h a l f s t o r y clapboarded b u i l d i n g 
5 bays wide and two rooms deep, w i t h a narrow two s t o r y bav and a one 
s t o r y f l a t roofed sun porch appended to the l e f t hand side^ The f r o n t 
h a l f of the house i s comprised of the o r i g i n a l s i n g l e c e l l b u i l d i n g on the 
r i g h t and tne rooms added s t i l l i n the F i r s t Period t o the l e f t of the 
chimney bay to give the house a n e a r l y svmmetrical plan. The house 
achieved i t s present form (except f o r the sun porch b u i l t c. 1917) i n the 
m i d - l 9 t h century when a second f i l e of rooms was b u i l t at the rea>^ (or 
possiDly an o r i g i n a l l e an-to was enlarged upward). At tha t time the f r o n t 
w a l l was extended upward to give the b u i l d i n g more v e r t i c a l p r ooortions 
The roof was r e b u i l t w i t h broad eaves and r e t u r n s , and the b u i l d i n g was 
given i t s l a t e Greek r e v i v a l vernacular appearance. The two chimnf=>ys 
wnich pierce the r i d g e of the gable roof serve f i r e p l a c e s at the rear of 
the f r o n t rooms. The c e n t r a l chimney of the o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g was removed 
e a r l i e r , allovving tne c o n s t r u c t i o n of a s t r a i g h t - r u n s t a i r c a s e . 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

Parts of the F i r s t Period frame of the o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g and i t s a d d i t i o n 
are v i s i b l e m the f r o n t rooms. I n the r i g h t hand room, on the e a r l i e r 
s ide, most of the framing i n c l u d i n g the transverse summer beam was 
replaced during a mid 20th centurv r e s t o r a t i o n . The i o i s t = 20 to 21 
inches on centers, are o r i g i n a l , however. I n the r i g h t hand chamber, the 
deeply jowled corner post and the f r o n t g i r t have a suggestion of a f l a t 
cnamfer. These two timbers provide the only v i s i b l e evidence of the F i r s t 
Period nature of the r i g h t hand frame. A l l other timbers are e i t h e r 
hidden, m u t i l a t e d , or replaced. 
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I n the l e f t hand room, a l l framing i s concealed behind p l a s t e r except i n 
the passageway t o the rear. Here the end g i r t and rear p l a t e d i s p l a y inch 
wide f l a t chamfers and t r i a n g u l a r stops. The decoration of the s l i g h t l y 
f l a r e d post i n t h i s corner was o b l i t e r a t e d when the side of the beam was 
cut o f f . 

I n the l e f t hand chamber, the p r i c k post has the same d i s t i n c t i v e p r o f i l e 
as was noted on the posts i n the James Putnam, J r . , house i n Danvers. The 
post f l a r e s outward, but then continues s t r a i g h t upward. The inch wide 
f l a t chamfers on the post terminate i n t r i a n g u l a r stops a t the top and 
bottom of the beam. 

I n the a t t i c o n l y the t i e beams of the o r i g i n a l frame are present. Stud 
mortises i n the l e f t "chimney" t i e beam are the c h i e f evidence, i n 
a d d i t i o n t o the d i f f e r i n g shape of the posts on the two sides of the 
house, tha t the r i g h t hand p o r t i o n of the house was o r i g i n a l l y a s i n g l e 
c e l l s t r u c t u r e . I n the c e l l a r , unhewn logs form the framing on both sides 
but do not span the chimney bay, suggesting the presence of a c e n t r a l 
chimney o r i g i n a l l y . 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

The f r o n t rooms, except f o r the ri g n t h a n d room which was res t o r e d c. 1960, 
e x h i b i t simple e a r l y 19th century f i n i s h e s . The s t a i r c a s e , w i t h turned 
b a l u s t e r s and ample turned newel post was i n s t a l l e d c. 1850. 

A l a t e 19th century barn, the l a s t to su r v i v e of a s e r i e s of o u t b u i l d i n g s 
shown i n period photographs, accentuates the e a r l y s e t t i n g of the property 
as an a g r i c u l t u r a l s i t e . 
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