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Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Name ““hite Preston
House

Indicate each item on inventoiy foim v~ich is being continued below.
SI GNI FI CANCE

The White-Preston House has integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, and workmanship i nsone of itsFirst Period frame The'
replacement of many timbers, the loss of the roof framng and the central

chimey dimnish the significanceof the structure.

Previous research places the construction date of the house c. 1722, which
IS consistent with the construction and chanfer style of the left hand
rooms. Perhaps Sanuel White incorporated the frame of an earlier building

as the right hand roons and the chimey bay. The great similarity of the
post m the left hand chamber to the posts of the Janes Putnam Jr., House

m Danvers nmay indicate that the same carpenter constructed both houses.

Further investigation may reveal important information about First Period
construction as well as regional trends i nconstruction. Thus the
property i seligible for the National Register for Criterion D

EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The White-Preston House i sa two and one half story clapboarded building
5 bays wide and two roons deep, with a narrow two story bav and a one
story flat roofed sun porch appended to the left hand side® The front
half of the house i s comprised of the original single cell building on the
right and tne roons added still inthe First Period to the left of the
chimey bay to give the house a nearly svmmetrical plan. The house
achieved itspresent form (except for the sun porch built c. 1917) i nthe
md-19th century when a second file of rooms was built at the rea> (or
possiDly an original lean-to was enlarged upward). At that time the front
wall was extended upward to give the building nore vertical prooortions
The roof was rebuilt with broad eaves and returns, and the building was
given itslate Greek revival vernacular appearance. The two chimf=>ys
wnich pierce theridge of the gable roof serve fireplaces at the rear of
the front roons. The central chimey of the original building was removed
earlier, allovving tne construction of a straight-run staircase.

MAICR FI RST PER D FEATURES

Parts of the First Period frame of the original building and its addition
are visible m the front roons. I nthe right hand room on the earlier
side, most of the framng including the transverse summer beam was
replaced during a md 20th centurv restoration. The ioist= 20 to 21
inches on centers, are original, however. I nthe right hand chamber, the
deeply jowled corner post and the front girt have a suggestion of a f/lat
cnanfer. These two timbers provide the only visible evidence of the First
Period nature of the right hand frame. Al | other timbers are either

hi dden, mutilated, or replaced.
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I ndi cate each item on inventory foimuwhich is being continued bel ow.

In theleft hand room al | framng i sconcealed behind plaster except i n
the passageway t otherear. Here theendygirt andrear plate display inch
wi de flat chanfers andtriangular stops. Thedecoration of the slightly
flared post i n this corner was obliterated when theside of t he beamwas

cut of f.

In theleft hand chanmber, theprick post hasthesanme distinctive profile
as was noted on theposts i n theJdanes Putnam Jr., house i nDanvers. The
post flares outward, but then continues straight upward. The inch wide
flat chamfers on t hepost term nate i ntriangular stops at thetop and

bottom of t he beam

In theattic only theti ebeans of t heoriginal frame arepresent. St ud
mortises i n theleft "chimey" ti ebeam arethechief evidence, i n
addition t othediffering shape of theposts onthetwosides of the
house, that theright hand portion of thehouse was originally a single
cell structure. | nthecellar, unhewn logs form theframng on both sides

but do not span t he chi mey bay, suggesting thepresence of a central
chimey originally.

LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

The front rooms, except for therignthand room which was restored c. 1960,
exhibit simple early 19t hcentury finishes. The staircase, with turned
balusters andample turned newel post was installed c. 1850.

A late 19t hcentury barn, thelast tosurvive of a series of outbuildings
shown i nperiod photographs, accentuates theearly setting of theproperty

as anagricultural site.
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