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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PH YSIC A 1_ APPEARANCE

The original appearance of the Pottawatomie Baptist Mission 
building was quite different from the present. It was a three- 
story structure of rough-hewn ashlar stone 8£ feet long and 35> 
feet wide. Divided into 12 rooms, it had 60 doors and windows. 
Walls were two feet thick on the first floor and one and one- 
half feet thick on the upper floors. The description was given 
in 18)49 by the school superintendent, Rev. Johnston Lykinsj 
however no photograph or sketch of the building when in use as a 
school has been located to date.

Existing evidence seems to indicate that the front of the 
school was either the north or east side, not the south as at 
present. A ramp and large door on the south which now permit 
access to the second floor probably were added when the building 
was converted to a barn. The remains of a fireplace on the 
first floor and the former location of a chimney directly above 
the door which is visible in 1897 photographs seemingly demon 
strate that there was no door on the south. Some of the first 
and second floor windows have been boarded or blocked up. Also, 
some of the crosswalls have -been removed from the second floor 
as has the stairway from the first floor. The third floor, which 
had been used as sleeping quarters for the Indian students, no 
longer exists. Substituted for it has been a third floor loft 
of frame construction.

At the present time the building has a gambrel roof with 
two ventilating cupolas. The upper roof portion projects over 
the end of the wall.

Periodic suggestions have been made that the building should 
be taken over by the state or local historical societies and 
either maintained "as is" for museum use or restored if more in 
formation can be found as to its appearance. No concerted effort 
has yet been made to implement the suggestions.
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In 181^7 the Ppttawatomie Indians were removed to a reser 
vation on the Kansas river just west of present Topeka. Bap 
tist missionaries Robert Simerwell and Rev. Johnston Lykins 
moved to the reservation the next year. Lykins supervised the 
construction of various buildings including the school house. 
As superintendent of the Pottawatomie Baptist Manual Labor 
School he sent a report to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
on September 30, I8ii9. In it he described a stone building in 
the process of completion. Details of his description are 
given in item 7 of this nomination form. The estimated cost 
of the school building was $U,800, which was to be paid by the 
federal government under its program of supporting manual 
training schools for Indian children.

In 18U9 there were 39 students and two teachers. Training 
was to be offered in woodworking, metal work, farming, the three 
R ! s and religion. Progress made from year to year is somewhat 
difficult to trace because of missing reports. The early 1850's 
seem to have been troublesome times for Ifcfae school. It appar 
ently closed in 1855 when it was transferred to the Southern 
Baptist convention for reorganization. Reopened in 1856, the 
school had increased enrollment and its greatest success from 
1858 to i860. It was closed again in 1861 when the federal 
government dropped its support because the Southern Baptist 
convention which supervised the school was identified with the 
Confederacy. An unsuccessful attempt was by the Pottawatomies 
to have the school reopaneJd in 1869.

A few years later the Baptist mission board sold the 320 
acres on which the mission buildings were located to Robert I. 
Lee, who converted the building into a stable for race horses.

The location was near the Kansas river on the California- 
Oregon trail. The building is one of the few remaining Kansas 
links to that era. The date of construction makes it one of 
the oldest buildings in the state. It is also the only struc 
ture remaining from Baptist Indian mission activities in the 
state*
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