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STATE:

Kansas

COUNTY:

Shawnee

FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER S

7] 2.2

Pottawatomie Baptist Mission Building

AND/OR HISTORIC:

[2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER: (pr West Sixth Qtreet, one-half m.le west oF ’?Janamaker Pc&ad

NE 1/h of WW 1/h, Sec, 32, T 11 S, R15 E
CITY OR TOWN:
Topeka
STATE CopE |COUNTY: CODE
Kansas 66615 50 Shawnee 77
[3. CLASSIFICATION e i v
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
[] District @ Building [] Public Public Acquisition: Occupied Yes:
[ Site ] Structure Private ] In Process [ Unoccupied [} Restricted
[] Object ] Both (7] Being Considered ) Preservation work ] Unrestricted
in progress No

PRESENT USE (Check-One or More as Appropriate)

Agricultural [J Government [ Park D Transportation X| Comments
] Commercial [ Industrial [ Private Residence ) Other (Specify) Barn
{"] Educational 1 Military {71 Religious o
[} Entertainment ] Museum [ Scientific
f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY v v |
. OWNER'S NAME: N f:
Dale Carmean o >
STREET AND NUMBER: g m
1836 Oakley §
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CoODE
Topeka Kansas 6660l 20
[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION : e
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: . 0
Q
Register of Deeds i
STREET AND NUMBER: § ;1
Shawnee County Courthouse e
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Topeka Kansas 66603 20
[6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS '§§
TITLE OF SURVEY: ng
Survey of Historic Sites and Structures in Kansas Y=
DATE OF SURVEY: 1957 [} Federal X State ] County ] Local 'S; 2
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: ~ g z
' . (3| a
Kansas State Historical Society uﬁ 2
STREET AND NUMBER: s w
A W 5
120 West Tenth-8t, ~NY |2
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE Z
Topeka Kansas 66612 [ 20 x§g
JWT

’
-~




|7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
CQND|T|ON (1 Excellent E] Good [ Fair [] Deteriorated [} Ruins [T} Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
Altered (] Unaltered - [ Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The original appearance of the Pottawatomie Baptist Mission
building was quite different from the present, It was a three-
story structure of rough-hewn ashlar stone 85 feet long and 35
feet wide. Divided into 12 rooms, it had 60 doors and windows,
Walls were two feet thick on the first floor and one and one-
half feet thick on the upper floors., The description was given
in 1849 by the school superintendent, Rev, Johnston Lykins;
however no photograph or sketch of the building when in use as a
school has been located to date. '

Existing evidence seems to indicate that the front of the
school was either the north or east side, not the south as at
present, A ramp and large door on the south which now permit
access to the second floor probably were added when the building
was corverted to a barn. The remains of a fireplace on the
first floor and the former location of a chimney directly above
the door--which is visible in 1897 photographs--seemingly demon=-
strate that there was no door on the south, Some of the first
and second floor windows have been boarded or blocked up, Also,
some of the crosswalls have .been removed from the second floor
as has the stairway from the first floor. The third floor, which
had been used as sleeping quarters for the Indian students, no
longer exists, Substituted for it has been a third floor loft
of frame construction,

At the present time the building has a gambrel roof with
two ventilating cupolas, The upper roof portion projects over
the end of the wall,

Periodic sugrestions have been made that the building should
be taken over by the state or local historical societies and
either maintained "as is" for museum use or restored if more in-
formation can be found as to its appearance, No concerted effort
has yet been made to implement the suggestions.
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INSTRUCTI1ONS

SEE

B SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) )
[} Pre-Columbian! [J 16th Century . [3 18th Century {1 20th Century
[J 15th Century (C] 17th Century 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Appli¢cable and Known) 18}_[9

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal ’ 1 Education {] Politica! (] Urben Planning
[} Prehistoric (] Engineering X) Religion/Phi. [} Other (Specity)
7] Historic [ Industry losophy .

[ Agriculture (1 Invention [J Science RS

1 Architecture [} Landscape [C] Sculpture ‘

) Art Architecture [] Social/Human-

{7} Commerce {3 Literature itorian

[} Communications [] Military [] Theater

[} Conservation 1 Music [} Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1847 the Pottawatomie Indians were removed to a reser-
vation on the Kansas river just west of present Topeka. Bap-
tist missionaries Robert Simerwell and Rev, Johnston Lykins
moved to the reservation the next year. Lykins supervised the
construction of various buildings including the school house,
As superintendent of the Pottawatomie Baptist Manual Labor
School he sent a report to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
on September 30, 1849, In it he described a stone building in
the process of completion. Details of his description are
given in item 7 of this nomination form, The estimated cost
of the school building was $l,800, which was to be paid by the
federal government under its program of supporting manual
training schools for Indian children.

In 1849 there were 39 students and two teachers, Training
was to be offered in woodworking, metal work, farming, the three
R's and religion, Progress made from year to year is somewhat
difficult to trace because of missing reports. The early 1850's
seem to have been troublesome times for “the school. It appar-
ently closed in 1855 when it was transferred to the Southern
Baptist convention for reorganization, Reopened in 1856, the
school had increased enrollment and its greatest success from
1858 to 1860, It was closed again in 1861 when the federal
government dropped its support because the Southern Baptist
convention which supervised the school was identified with the
Confederacy. An unsuccessful attempt was by the Pottawatomies
to have the school reopenedd in 1869,

A few years later the Baptist mission board sold the 320
acres on which the mission buildings were located to Robert I,
Lee, who converted the building into a stable for race horses.

The location was near the Kansas river on the California-
Oregon trail, The building is one of the few remaining Kansas
links to that era, The date of construction makes it one of
the oldest buildings in the state. It is also the only struc-
ture remaining from Baptist Indian mission activities in the
state,




[9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES , N _ : '
nnual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1845-1850 (Washington,
D, C., Gideon and Co.,, 1850), pp. 150-152,
Connelley, William E,, "The Prairie Band of Pottawatomie Indians," Kansas
Historical Collections, v. 1l (1915-1918), pp. L88-555, T
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[ 10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA '

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE coox:tom;xrés LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 7
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE proPERTY |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CCRNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ] ’ »” o » ” B s} . " o ' ”»
NE ° ' - ° ' " 39 03 23. o5 W6 28
SE [ ’ ” o ’ ”
Sw o ‘ - o ] -
APPROXIMATE (;f}a’f-»r?;.\q’f\ NOMINATED PROPERTY: 9 . .
LIST ALL ST#’}‘QS},AN‘D—LC’.QQN}}TES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: . =7 ’ CODE | COUNTY CODE m
STATE: ‘ CODE | COUNTY: ‘ CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE =z
' w
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE -
- ey
[11. FORM PREPARED BY — -
NAME AND TITLE:
Richard Pankratz, Planner O
ORGANIZATION R DATE -
Kansag State Historical Society November 12, 1970 —
STREET AND NUMBER: . o
120 West Tenth St, =z
CITY OR TOWN: . STATE coDE A
Topeka Kansas 66612 20
12. STATE LIAiSON*‘OFF?»CER CERTIF?CA'HQN o NATIONAL REGISTER VYERIFICATION.

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- !
. ify th i is i i
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been ) :

evaluated.according to the criteria and procedures set 4 7" / / o

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended L,C{’UJI/ [ /[\'/}4 AL /a/’\\
Y : ‘ Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Presdrvation

level of significance of this nomination is:

National (] State [y} Local [ SEP 3 1971

/v/’ : Date
. / ry

‘,) N \(’ 4\\{ \' ! “'
Nyle HL Miller || ATTEST:

Tite Executive Secretary, Kansas Statp , Z/ ﬂ;m
Historical Society /,//7 Lk 7 YU //

Name

Keeper of The NAtional Register

Date  November 17, 1970 Date SEP 2 8N
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9.

Sharp, W, A, Seward, History of Kansas Baptists (Kansas City,
Kan., The Kansas City Seminary Press, 1939), p. 37.

Starburg, Robert E., Baptists on the Kansas Frontier, unpub-
lished B, D, thesis Northern Baptist Theological Seminary,
1960,

"Topeka's Oldest Relic," Topeka Journal, May 22, 195l.
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(TOPEKA)

l‘ TOPEKA (CAPITOL) 4 M1

.y TOPEKA (CAPITOL) 6.2 M1

Us S. G, S, 73! Quadrangle
Silver Lake (1952)
. Scale 1: 214,000
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

(Dec. 1968) , NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Kansas
i ' COUNTY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Shawnee
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER I DATE
/A
[ AR

C.OM.M.ON.: ' .‘Pottléwatémie Baptlst ,1ssion Bulldlng

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER OFF West SixthStreet, one-half milemgwf"rest.c')f Wanamaker Road
NE1/h of WW 1/}, Sec, 32, T11 S, R15 E

CITY OR TOWN:

Topeka
STATE: COUNTY:
Kansas 66615 c;g = —f.;.; =
. 1y
Se G Se 7%' Quadrangle, Silver Lake, Kﬁ@kﬁ. &
SCALE: 1 ?}1:000 /y !TEEFH{__L? \/\
DATE: 1952

1 [ FFR 3
EQUIREMENTS. | =

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS NATIO
REG]

1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.




