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FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

(over)

nn

In Area no. Form no.
v 1 549 |
1
 Town Taunton g-Ai

Address <Me"TAnft>"Winthropy”No. "\7alker S

V/estville Congregational Churct
Name

Present use Church

Present owner Westville Congregational
QVy.

. Description:

Date
Source Stafford, History of Westvll

Style Federal

Architect Unknown

Exterior wall fabric Shingles

Outbuildings (describe) None

Other YeaIures° See attached,

V/ood shingles ~, 1979
Altered Anddod.
Moved Y es Date 1834
. Lot size:

One acre or less Over one acre
Approximate frontage 150

Approximate distance of building from street

10
T.W./C.C..
. Recorded by
Organization_ T.C.H.S.
Date 12/5/79

UTM: 19/322605/4639080



7. Original owner (if known)_ West Congregational Society
Original use Church
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation ,
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural * Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The Westville Church i sthe central structure of Westville,
occupying a promnent site at the crossroads of Vi'inthropSt .
and North and South Wal ker Streets. The Yest Congregational
Society, conposed of dissentersfromthe First Parish Church
in Central Taunton, built a meeting house i n Oakland, at t he
corner of G ebe and Oakland Streets, in 1792. This church was
dismantled i n 1824, however, andreconstructedoni t spresent
site, purchased frora mi |l operator, John Vlest, for $100, in t he
sane year. n

It is presently the oldest standing church inthe City.

Description: Built inthe Federal Period, this church typifies
New Engl and Heeting house design initsgabled entrance projection,
simple wndov/™ treatment, and door surround consisting of
pilasters supporting a cap-nolded entablature. The structure
features aone-tieredtower that forms a base for it spolygonal
cupol al/ bel fry.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Charles Crow ey, Notes " ?
Stafford, History of Westville . * e
Beers, 1871

Val ker, 1881



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Connnunity: Forn No.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL C(MI[SSION
Office of the Secretary, Boston Taunton 549 5.

Property Name "*stv He Cong.

Indicate each item on inventory form vrfiidi is being continued below.

Historical significance (cont.) ' *

The Westville Congregational Church possesses integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship and association. l'ti s a
religious property deriving primary significance for i tsarchitectural
distinction as an outstanding local exanple of a Federal period

meeting house andhistorical importance as the oldest church i ntheCity

of Taunton. Al t hough noved from i t soriginal location (1834) the Westville
Church has achieved both visual andhistorical significance at it spresent
site for over 100 years. | tmeets criteria A and Cof the National Register

of Historic Places -

Staple to lnventory form at bottom



NPS Form 10-900-a

(3.82)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp-10-31-84

Continuation sheet Item number Page S-*f
Multiple Resource Area
AN oe . < Thematic Group *
Name Taunton Multiple Resource Area
State  Bristol i;ounty, MAyLAGHWKIxy
Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature
71. Vickery-Baylies House ANIANEILg!! ANPAN  ANR N N[Ny AN
Attest
72. Vickery, capt., David. Hou..AJIM "M -« freeper . CAANMNNMW- AN
Eiitared In th§ Attest
73. Walker, Peter, House fetlonal Hegi. .peeper IALM'.. A-A3< JCN
. SiAt-jrcl In tSe Attest --'A
74. walker School f 1r"n"n Mg Meper rAj..~n_ n
r-- oo oV - AtteSt
- > in file
75. Washburn, Samud, House "|*,; ", " aeglBter Jfc™eper
v' oA Attest
Entered In fh*
76. Washington School National Beglater MAper CAN- NI QYA
En—tae(/j\ Mw the Altest
'cS"' national Eedlat. "~ ~ A A n<IM.....A"]
Att
Ent3Tcd In tlclzc. est
78. Weir Engine House fetlpnal Register eper [2< ANN-ANTAGA
Attest
79. White, William L. Jr., Houle, MW A mae jAaper  AVALN--«WAAANANA
fcjrfijui?. Begister AANNNN
Illlj/\/\_rstijirlll _ AIII/\II/\ //\/\/\/\ /\.>/\/\ A
4liitoai J««ister Attest
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WASO Form -177

("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Westville Congregational Church
(Taunton MRA)
Bristol County
MASSACHUSETTS

resubmission
nomination by person or local government
owner objection

Working No. MAY 2 | 1984
Fed. Reg. Date: AT
Date Due: Clj-zuU'/ ylJd-I<fy
Action: 'o'KCCEPT 7--V~-fr/
. .RETURN.
BatlODBI Begieter REJECT.

Federal Agency:

O appeal v [/
Substantive Review: e sample e request * appeal CHNR decision
Reviewer's comments:
Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
, See continuation sheet
Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible
4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no
7. Description
Condition Check one Check one
« excellent | | deteriorated e unaltered » original site
n  good e ruins e altered e moved date.
o fair e unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity
| alterations/integrity
| dates
I boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

e completeness

e clarity

e applicable criteria

e justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource

« context

« relationship of integrity to significance
e justification of exception

» other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Ciuadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

e Maps
e Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed- Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be conti'nued on an attached sheet












Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000297



