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Form 10-300 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY- NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

Italian Restaur t 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

201 North 14th Stre t 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Fort Smith 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP 

(Check One) 

D District [X] Sui I ding D Public Public Acquisition: 

D Site D Structure D Private D In Process 

D Object [Jf Both 0 Being Considered 

D Agriculture I D Government 0 Park 

!2:9 Commercial D Industrial 0 Pri vale Residence 

0 Educational D Military 0 Religious 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

STATE : 

Arkansas 

STATUS 

~ Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

0 Preservation w 

in progress 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

Thomas K. Caldarera Jr. and James J. Cadelli 

201 North 14th Street 
TV OR TOWN: STATE~ 

Fort Smith 

Sebastian C 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Sixth Str 
Cl TY OR TOWN: STATE 

300 West Markham S 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Little Rock 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

D Restricted 

IZI Unrestricted 

0 No 

0 Comments 
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Excellent 

~ Altered 

0 Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved Qg Origir.<1l Site 

PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

1/~ 
. T~e James Sparks House is a wo-sto£ey brick 

V1cto~1ag __ _Eomanesque style _residence having a rus-
"t'f'Cat'ed stone' base ··with a round, three-s.torE;y, 
corner tower and a veranda which sweeps around the 
base of this tower. The original steeple roof is 
missing from the tower an~e-ornate porch p osts 
and decorative trim are also missing. However, the 
main entry, as well as an entrance to the balcony 
above, is flanked by two small columns with compos­
ite capitals supporting a rusticated stone semi­
circular arch. An unusual three-quarter circular 
~eyhole-shaped front window contains a single-light, 
·aouble-hung sash window surrounded by stained glass 
panels with an unusual semicircular iron flower box 
at the base of this window. A semicircular fan­
shaped window in the original library is glazed 
entirely with stained glass. Other windows in the 
house have rusticated stone sills with segmental 
arched brick heads supported by corbelled brick 
and stone shoulders with stone keystones. The at­
tic gable windows have semicircular arched head 
windows with rusticated stone sills and stone key­
stones . The chimneys are decorated with corbelled 
brick as well as corbelled brick corners on the 
main house plus brick corbelling -topping the round 
tower just under the cornice . 

The interior is original except for floor and 
wall coverings. Each of the four main rooms have 
their original handcarved oak fireplaces with one 
inch bevelled mirrors and Italian marble trimmed 
hearth. Two of these fireplaces have the original 
brass fire shields of ornate design built into 
them. 

The four main rooms still have their original, 
solid brass, combination gas and electric chande­
liers. Two of these have ornate scroll designs 
with four gas jets and four electric light arms 
with hand-etched satin glass shades on all. A 
third chandelier which is in the original dining 
room has a Tiffany glass shade comprised of four 
multicolored panels of antique German stained 
glass together with four gas jets. The fourth 
chandelier has a large globe of vaseline opales­
cent glass with a swirl design, topped with solid 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

HATIOHAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

IHVEHTORY · HOMIHATIOH FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

STATE 

Arkansas · 
COUNTY 

Sebastian 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

1 
(Number all entrlee) 

7. Description 

brass panels of lace design including a brass 
floral drape which falls from the center of the 
lamp around the globe itself. 

The main rooms downstairs may be opened up 
by sliding nine-foot, oak-panel doors into the 
wal l s . The openings are decorated with bent 
wood and handcarved wood lattice. All of the 
interior doors are panelled and all woodwork 
has an oval cut and bead design. The original 
floors are an inch and one-quarter oak, not 
tongue and groove, but surface nailed. The or­
nate design, original front doors are of oak and 
feature handcarved panels on both the exterior and 
the interior of the doors, including heavy plate 
glass windows with one and one-quarter inch bev­
elled edging. The transom is of s tained glass. 

Alterations from the original design include 
major modification in the kitchen area necessary 
for its present adaptive use as a restaurant, and 
on the exterior~ composition shingle roof has 
replaced the original roof covering. 

The James Sparks House is one of the finest 
historical restorations in Arkansas, lacking only 
a restoration of the tower steeple and the orna­
mental porch posts and porch trim. 

. .~ ... 

DATE 

: •., 
I 



z 
0 

1-

u 
:;::) 

0:: 

1-

z 

w 
UJ 

V'l 

PERIOD (Check One or MOt!<> as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian•! 0 16th Century 0 18th Century 

[XI 19th Century 

0 20th Century 

0 15th Centu•y 0 17th Century 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal D Education 0 Political 0 Urbon Planning 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 R .. ligion/Phi- 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Historic 0 Industry losophy 

0 Agricultu,... 0 [nvention 0 Science 

(19 Architecture 0 Londscop,. 0 Sculpture 

0 Art Architecture 0 Socia 1/ Human-

0 Commerce 0 Literature itorian 

0 Communications 0 Military 0 Theater 

0 Conservation 0 Music 0 T ronsportation 

ATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE 

iLame ~ ~- Sparks, the builder of the house, 
was f:ne~· sc>nT 'of ' Mitchell Sparks, a native of 
Ireland. Mitchell Sparks was educated at Trinity 
College, Dublin, and was graduated with a degree 
in medicine, although he never was to be a prac­
tising physician. 

In 1843 Mr. Sparks came to the United States 
and Arkansas. In 1847 he married Hannah Bennett 
of Massachusetts who had come to the frontier to 
visit her uncle. After their marriage, Mitchell 
and Hannah Sparks settled in Fort Smith, then a 
bustling border city and a debarkation point for 
westward immigration~ He engaged in business up 
and down the Arkansas River and was a prosperous 
merchant. He died in 1864. 

James M. Sparks and his brothers continued 
in the family tradition. James became a success­
ful druggist and a director of one of .. tl:l,e larg~st 
banks in Fort Smith. David Sparks, a brother, --­
was a prominent wholesale merchant; and another 
brother, George, held a prominent position in 
local financial circles. It is for George's 
wife, Annie Sparks, that the Sparks Regional 
Medical Center is named. 

The James Sparks House is an unusually_ good 
c::xample of a moderate sized Victorian Romanesque 
~yle_ re~idence. The co~~~ion_ o£- Led brick 
an9 E~st1cated stone as building materials is 
typical of the style, however, the detailing 
these materials particularly for window and 
openings is unusual and rather ornate for 



Fort Smith Time s Record . December 1 3 , 1909 . 

Goodspeed Publi s hing Company. Biographical 
torical Memoirs of Northwe s t Arkansas . 
1889 . 

and His ­
Chicago : 

Hempstead, Fay . Historical Review of Arkansas, Vol . II . 
Chicago : Lewi s Publi s hing Company, 1911. 

Southwes t Times Record (Fort Smith) . August 29, 19 71. 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

23 ' 08 " 24 ' 54 . 5" 

ST A T E : 

ST A TE: 

STA TE : 

Mrs . las s Yadon and AHPP Staff 
ORGA NIZ AT ION D A T E 

Arkans a s Hi s toric Preserva tion Pro am De cember 
STR E E T AND N U M B ER : 

102 3 We s t Third Street 
CIT Y OR T OWN : 

As the designated State L ia i son Officer for the Na­

t i ona l Historic P reserva tion Act of 1966 (Publi c Law 

89-665), I he reby nominate t h is property for inclusion 

in the National Re g; ister and certify that it has been 

eval uat ed according to the criteria a nd procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service . The recommended 

level of significance of t h is nomination is: 

National 0 State 0 Loca l ~ 

STATE 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY . NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

8. Significance 

STATE 

Arkansas 
COUNTY 

Sebastian 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

DATE 

no larger nor more pretentious than this particular 
house is. Extensive use of brick corbelling for 
decoration around window openings and other points 
around the corni~§_Pf the tower and particularly 
the chimney caps is unusually appropriate to the 
overall design 'of the house. 

The fact that the interiors are almost totally 
original is important . The original natural fin­
ished old woodwork has never been painted. The 
fireplace mantels ~nd bevelled mirrors have not 
been mutilated and most importantly, the original 
solid brass combination gas and electric chande­
liers have been restored and preserved. 

The James Sparks House was an outstanding 
residence of its day . As the result of a careful 
restoration and preservation the house is now one 
of the best surviving examples of the Victorian 
era of architecture in the City of Fort Smith, 
Arkansas. 
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DATA PAGE 

PHOTO (S) 
PHOTO DESCRIPTION (S) 
MAP (S) 

MAP DESCRIPTION (S) 

3/(6;?:;, LOGGED 
ACKNOWLEDGE 

RESUBMIT ------------
REVIEW 

HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

ARCHITECT 

ASST. KEEPER 

KEEPER 

WRITER/EDITOR 

DIRECTOR, OAHP 

EDITORIAL PROCESSING, EDITOR 

Federal Registry Entry /0- ~ - ? .:l. 

NUMBER 

STATE 

7 2-0 f)O~I() 
REGISTER: l 4 Se"P l972 

Annual Edition Entry ___________________ ___ 
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COMMENTS: WORKING NUMBER 3, I bl' 7 cJ.. j 7...3 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: -----------------------------------
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' !Form 10-301 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

201 North 14th Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Fort Smith 
STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE 

Arkansas 
COUNTY 

Sebastian 

Arkansas Sebastian 

Series Fort Smith Quadr 

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. Property broundories where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 1-' SEP 19~ 

Name Location 

~rt it 
sUan County 

Also Notified 
Officer 

Hon. John L. • end ton 
Ho • J. 
Bon. Joh 

Director, southwest Region 

NRowland ::ram 9/14/72 


