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I. NAME

C OMVION:

Phipps Street Burying Ground

AND/OR HISTORIC;

STREET ANQNUMBER:

Phipps Street

CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSION ANI3|

Boston (Charlp.st.nwn)

COUNTY:
Mfissnr.hijrs(E)Us J125
$. CLASStFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
iX] District . Building [xI  Public Public Acquisition: A Occupied Yes:
Site -  Structure * Private "1 In Process i | Unoccupied Restricted
Object Both [ 1 Being Considered | I Preservation work 1 1 Unrestricted
in progress No
PRESEN T USE (Checic One or More as Appropriate)
I 1 Agricultural 1 1 Government . Pork | | Transportation dl Comments
| | .Commercial I 1 Industrial I 1 Private Residence 5" Other (Specify)
[ [ Educational «  Military I 1 Religious cemetery
| | Entertainment I 1 Museum 1 | Scientific
[4. OWNER OF PROP£ RTY
OWNER'S NAME:
r.itj>* nf Boston - Department nf Parks and Recreation
iTREAT- AND NUMBER:
City Hall
CITY OR TOWN:
f, e 1ICM e
Boston ’ Massachusetts -
$ LOCATtON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION n
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC:
Registry of Deeds 1
STREET AND NUMBER: h
-b
Suffolk County Court House
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Boston Massachusetts 025
HIi[|.NtATIQN INEXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:
Inventory of Historic Assets of the nnmmnnwpath nf Mac:<;3rhii«;ptt;
DATE OF SURVEY: . Federal Stote I I County . Local (0]
DEPOSITORY FORSURVEY RECORDS: ;O
Massachusetts Historical rnmmi<inn N6l7) 727-8470 D

STREET AND NUMBER:

40 Beacon Street

CITY OR TOWN: -<<

Boston MassachuGGtt;



p, DESCRIPTION
(Check One)
Excellent . Good [yl Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) \ (Check One)
)(+ Altered . Unaltered n  Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (il known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Pnipps Street Burying Gound is roughly a square-shaped

| ot which covers asmall hound inthe vicinity of Rutherford Avenue,

I'ler Street, and Phipps Street. Originally, the cenetery overlookeci/
to the west”an estuary of the Charles Rver which led upto the forner
Mddl esex Ganal. This land has since been filled, andthe land uses have peen
radical Iy altered. Avanet)(] of fencing including arecent post and
rail wooden fence, brick with cenent posts and iron gates encloses t he
buryi nP ground. Brick and gravel pathways laid out or|?| nallyare
|rrePu arly Pl aced throughout the ground and are naned for prom nant
Charl'estown tamlies. Fortunately, the pa’i.ways have not been sub-
stantially altered and are nerel?; overgrown or covered by silt. A few
mature trees are |ocated along the borders.

The layout of the graves here is unusual and unlike any other of
the 17th century burying grounds i n Boston; instead of extended rows
(curved or straight), graves of onefam |y are grouped in snall rec-
tangul ar Pl ots irregularly placed over the nound. Approxinately at the m
crest of the nound I's the John Harvard Mnunent, the nost out standing
feature of the cenetery; it i s agrani te obel j sk placed on a snall
pedestal and has a conmenorati ve plaque attached.  Awang the gravestones, <
Predom nantly of 17th, 18th, andearly 19th century date and

arMy slate or local stone, are several small stone tonbs. H
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SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

n  Pre-Columbian 1 Q 16th Century . 18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century 17th Century . 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (Il Applicable and Knoivnjj*ggQ
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal I 1 Education . Political * Urban Planning
1 1 Prehistoric | 1 Engineering Religion/Phi- . Other (Specify)
Historic I | Industry losophy
I | Agriculture I 1 Invention Q Science
I | Architecture Landscape [XI  Sculpture
Art Architecture [XI Social/Human-

I I Commerce I | Literature itarian
I 1 Communications H Military . Theater

J Conservation [n Music rn  Transportation

The si ?_nificance of the Phipps Street Burying Gound |
ear|y establishment inthetom of Charlestown” in 1630, its
wth John Harvard, and the nunerous exanpl es of 17th, 18th, and early
19%th century funerary scul pture--gravestones and tonbs. \en Charl est own
was founded in 1630, "the nucleus of the settlenent was |ocated at Gty
Suuare, and it gradually spread over Tom HIl (see separate National
Regi ster of Hstoric Places |isting) which was [aid out by Thonas G aves
in"163L. It isunusual that the Buryi n? Gound vas | ocated at such a
distance fromthe settl|enent; |ikew se the distinctive arrangenent of
graves inrectangular famly plots i s unusual . r

The earliest grave narker dates from 1642 and bears t he nene of
Nud Russel | Several nare fromthe next two decades still exist,
although the bulk of stones, sone brownstone and sone red sandst one,
date fromthe last half of the 18th century. Ny headstones are knom
to have been carved by a local (harlestown famly, the Lansons. It is
nost significant that the grave narkers and tonbStones dating prior to
April L1775 are the only pre-Revol utionary artifacts remaining 1n Charles-
towm. The hol ocaust started by the British immediately followng the
Battle of Bunker H Il destroyed all buildings |eavingonly the Tom H |
street layout and n@jor arterial roads (present Min Sreet and Chel sea
Street) as evidence of the colonial tom. |t has been determned
(although not proven) that the grave narker of Charlestown's nost
I1Tustrious citizen was lost during the British occupation. To conmenarate
the burying place of John Haryafd, whose |ibrary of 300 vol unes was
donated tostart a college at” Gantoridge after his death in 1638 graduates
of the college erected agranite obel rsk in 1828  Inscribed on the
fifteen foot shaft is"Inpamet perpetuamnenariaf aswell asa 4
descriptive bronze plaque. Qher notable persons buried at Phipps °
Street include Nathaniel GorMhm a signer of the Constitution and ' "
presi dent of the Gontinental Gongress, Be™her, and countl ess
other Charlestown residents. Paihways through the cenetery bear nanes
%fJ thﬁmre i1Tustrious famlies—Frothingham Hurd, Harvard, Phipps,

ssel |

The Phipps Street Burying Gound, |ike other early 17th century
_ ceneteries, has been identified as achronical 1nstone. However
this chronical isnot only of local history, but also illustrates three
centuries of funerary art. The designs and epitaphs carved in |ocal



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
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Mifflin & Co., 1886.
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12.
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COORDINATES
PROPERTY

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE

CORNER LATITU DE LON GITU DE
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NE
SE
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APPROXI MATE ACREAGE OF NOMI NATED PROPERTY: 176
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUN

FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

Elizabeth Amadon, Survey Director

O RGAWN {ZAAT I @IN., ,

Massachusetts Historical Comniission-

ER:

40 Beacon Street

Boston srrfH; i
STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFtCA | ION

CITY OR TOWN:

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iter'iia and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
;1 of significance of this nomination is;
|11 State Local .

knorabl e John F. X Davoren
jcretary of the Gommonweal t h

‘chai rman,jyiassacili.setts wistorical.

Cormminssdi A |

Date

A Century of Town Life. Boston:

Houghton,

Little,

Little, Brown

UTITUPF ANC LO'JGI-"'JDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THci CtNTiiR POIN T OF A prtOPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes  Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
o >

42 2 34192 71 0 05361

COUNTY
COUNTY:

COUN TY:

by Boston Iandmar!)g;sT ECommission

(617) T17-8470 Fetrruary, 1974
Massachusetts 025

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

| hereby certify that this property is included in the

National ~Register djN we j

r- . N ey,

0o WAtd .

Director, Ollice ol Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

Date

GPO 931.894
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8. Significance cont'd. Char l'est own M\

stones and sl ate by native craftsmen were of British origin but reflect
the changi n% theol ogi cal doctrines. Early stones are distinguished by

w nged death's heads, cherubs and other inages which speak of the ,
Purrtan concern for salvation of the soul after abrief terrestial life.
The post-revolutionary stones tend to be nore rectanﬁ;ul ar andslimin
shape and have serene synbol s--urns, willow boughs, Tyres--of neoclassical
inspiration. Theartistic idions which reflectedthe new nation's
Polmcal relationshipwth the earliest denocracy, Geece, carried over

0 funerary art, although the contenporary religions of the late 18th
and early 19th century, intellectual theologies of Mthodismand Unitarianism
are not neoclassical.” Thefolk art seen in the gravestone carving is a
vital and public record of Naw England' s and, specifically, Boston's
citizens andtheir contenporary theological andartisticattitudes.

9. Bibliography con'd. N

5  Parks & Recreation Departnent, Gty of Boston, unpublished ns.,
9., authored by Carol Bratley.
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PLEASE RETURN Tl I | S JF(RMWEN THE PRONRrY | SREi U-MTTED, N"TE:
NAME OF TROPERTY P M ~ 2 JMjuX: jAt-L [ Anan wu -vIrin,

The attached Natloual RcKister Inventory-Nom nation form i sbeing returned t o your
office forclarification of theinformationindicated bel ow

L Nano. ' b

2. Location.

3. Classification,

4. Oaner of Property.

5. . Location of Legal Description.

6. Representation i nExisting Surveys.

7. Description.

8. Statement of Significance.

9. Bibliography.

_10.  Geographical Data. ;
a. Lonaitude and Latitude Coordinates,

Acr eage.

Form Prepared By.
12.  Certification.

X Phot ogr aphi ¢ Cover age. PjU-~X" XNAN- N g- AANLANC-N L - tuuxd-<L

Map Cover age. Pl ease use a map bhearing anidentified system of coordinates,
preferably anoriginal WSGS which allows ustocheck latitude-longitude.

O her,

Clarification or correction of theabove itfiis must be nade prior tothe initiati?

of our profofisioiial review. Correction of tlicsc tcclmical errors does not
neccs.snrily Insure that thenomnation will then sati.'sfy t heNatit.ual Register
criteria inifull,

Thank you for your attention totheabove items chcckeec!.-i'"".

S G\NED.

































PHIPPS STREET BURYING GROUND
Boston (Charlestown), Massachusetts

Scale: 1"=100'



40 beacon “Leet SSoiCon, “Maiiac*Miidlii 02i08
727-8470

March 28, 1974

National Register
National Park Service
18th and C Streets
Washi ngton,D. C. 20240

Attention: caiarles Herrington,cniief of Register CERTI FI ED MAI L
Dear Charles:
Encl osed arethree National Register submissions forthefollowing properties:

1. Boston, Suffolk County, King's Chapel Burying G ound
2. " " , Phipp's Street Burying G ound
3. " w N Dorchester North Burying G ound

These have been declared eligible for submssion by t heMassachusetts Histor-
ical Conmmission, theState Review Board, and have been signed by Secretary of
the Commonweal t h John F. X Davoren, Chairman of t he Massachusetts Historical
Conmmi ssi on and designated t heState Liason Officer.

Pl ease note that thepropertiescovered by these submissions aret obe included
in our 1975 apportionment warrant. Therefore, we would appreciate your process-
ing these nominations promptly. Please | etus know i f any other information

i s needed.

Sincerely,

El i zabeth Amadon
State Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

BRYma "
encl osures



ENTRI ES | N THE NATI ONAL REA STER
sTATE MASSACHDIETTS

Date Entered
Nare ; L ocation,
rhtffm Btwmt Bwrylag Qtwmi |t N (Charl M ow)
Svffol k éboaty
Al'so Notified
Scat* RiatoTie Fr«MnratloB Offtcar
Hon. John f.1. Oavoraa
BM. ThoMS P. O*ll((lll, Jr. Saa'atavy of tha Comonwaalth
K«glon«l Dlractor, North Atl«ntle Chalnaa, Kaaaadraaatto Blatorlaal

CooBilaalOB
40 Baaeoa Straat

PR MMOIT: pi SIMMfA* Maaaaiflivaatta 02108
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