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1. Name

historic Polish National Ifoine

and/or common

2. Location
136-144 Cabot Street

street & number

> HCRS usei

ite entered’

ceived

BP/018P

NOV 14 1980

not for publication

city, town Chicoy vidnity of congressional district 2nd
M assachusetts 025 Hanpden 013

state code county code
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agriculture museum
A building(s) private unoccupied A commercial park

structure both work in progress educational private residence

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious

object in process X yes: restricted government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner off Property
MB Group

name
street & number Qe MKinl ey Square
. B n L
city, town osto vidnity of state VA
5. Location off Legal Description
couthouse, regidry o desds eic. Hamden County Registry of Desds
street & number 50 State Street
city, town Springfield state
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Hi storic Resource Inventory
title of the G mmonweal th has this property been determined elegible? yes )C no
date 3129178 federal state county local
depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Boston

city, town state m



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site

A good ruins altered mnvpri date
fair unexposed

Descri be the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Bom Narodowy Pol ski, the Polish National Hone, i sa five-story masonry building
with steel I-beamframng nenbers. |t was constructed i n 1912-14 i nthe Georgi an
Colonial Revival style, and has been changed [ittle since then. A brick annex was
added i n1922 t o acconmodat e athl etic facrlities.

The nmain buil ding faces Cabot Street. |Its facade i sinoriginal condition withthe
exception of thefirst floor storefronts. Until 1941, there were four separate
stores on thefirst floor, and access tothe second floor neeting hall was by two
narrow staircases fromthesouth and north ends of thebuildi n?. | n 1949, a larger
staircase totheneeting hall replaced t he southern-nost storefront. The threere-
mai ning storefronts incorporate a band of translucent IeadedT%I ass apProxi mat el y
two feet wideina gridpattern above the display w ndows. e storefronts are
separated by masonry piers faced with white [1mestone, except for thebottom four
feet of thepiers, whicli arefaced with a polished granite veneer. The building's
original copper and gl ass canopy shelters thecenter doorway.

The piers rise tosupport a sign band which i sa stuccoed steel I|-beam Above this
is awhite linestone architrave, thebase of the Colonial Revival facade. The
facade i sorganized symetrically with a slightly projecting center pavilion four
bays wi de. The main bl ock extends two bays out on either side of the pavilion.
These bays are distinguished by their |inmestone quoins and quoin-Iike patterns fram
ing the Eaired, doubl e- hung sash. The w ndows have |inestone sills and architraves.
R brick fills thespandrels and separates the bays, contrasting with thevdiite
imestone trim

The center pavilion's four bays are seFarat ed pl_K pai redJ)i | asters of white brick
rising fromthesecondtothefourth floors. e second story w ndows have pedi-
nented |imestone lintels, above whichis aredbrick spandrel. The spandrel above
the third story wndows is panel ed wood, and the fourth story w ndows are round-
arched inside of |imestone arches with keystones.

A teneplate architrave separates thefourth and fifth stories. The fifth story

w ndow architraves are part of a continuous band of ~fhite |inestone acrossthe
entire facade, which supports a teneplate modillion com ce. A brick fascia above
the center pavilion carries the "Dom Narodowy Pol ski."

The building's one renovation occured i n1941, when t heneeting hall occupying
nearly all of thesecond and third floors was altered. Access was provided from
the front of thebuilding as nentioned above, and t he stage and bal cony were re-
versed. The bal cony, originally located at thenorthemend of the building,
vas noved t o t he sout hemend, while the stage was changed fromt he sout hemt o
no(;th%m end. Intheprocess, theinterior of theneeting hall was conpletely
updat ed.

In 1922 an annex was constructed toWFrovi de nore space for athletics. The front

bui I ding on Cabot Street had two bowing alleys i nthecellar, but nore vere
needed. The annex is a three-story structure of brick over a steel frame. |t

- Conti nued -
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had shower facilities i nitscellar, four bowing alleys on thefirst floor, and
a gymmasi umon t he second and third floors. The gymstill has its bal cony, which
extends conpletely around theroomand i s supported by large iron brackets.
Several nore bow ing alleys were built on the ?ymfloor I ntheearly 1950s, but
have since been dismantled. The annex has no tormal facade, having been intended
as apurelyutilitarian building.



8. Signifficance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1408&-1499 . archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 . agriculture . economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 . architecture - education military x__ social/
1700-1799 art _engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 . commerce . exploration/settlement philosophy . theater
-JC_1900- . communications . industry politics/government . transportation
- invention . other (specify)
Immigration
Specific dates  1912-14 Builder/Architect Lhknown

St atement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The PDish National Hone possesses integrity of |ocation, design, setting, materials
and wor knanshi p and was significant as a focus of social [ife for Chicopee's Polish
popul ation for nany years, and al so as astrong synbol of acculturation, because

the Fdigi ce bespoke the Polish inmmgrants' social and economc advancenent i ntheir
new | and.

This news itemappeared i nthelocal press three nonths after the Polish National
Hone (P\H opened on Septenber 21, 1914. |t isboth laudatory andcritical of the
Polish community but clearly expresses theidea that the RsH was aptjblic synbol of
the Poles' successful acculturation:

Anmatter in whichtheentire population is concerned, and vJiich
is nore tothediscredit of the Poles than their division anong
t hensel ves, i stheuse of theclub license at the newPolish
hone. There i snodoubt that it i spopular. Thereisa con-
stant streamof "club nenters" into thebarroomat the closeof
every working day. Fabul ous tales have been told of the anount
of beer consuned every Sunday. The boxing natches i nthe hall
above, in connection with thelicense, are giving the new build-
ing arapidly growng reputation, whichis nocredit to the
Polish citizens or tothecity. The Poles have nade a pl ace f or
thensel ves i nChicopee. I nthenain the?/] are industrious and
honest. There are nany exanpl es anong themof theabilityto
assinlate Arericanways and tow n success that nay be envied
by nany of old Anmerican stock. Their newhall was an evidence
of their growng inportance i nthe comunity.1

In addition toits synbolic significance, the AINHserved as asocial club. "The
purpose of the (Polish National Hone Association) i stobring theneniDers closer
together andto give thema hone that includes an assenbly hall, society, read-

ing roons, and alibrary."2 The ANHalso contained twobowing alleys I nits cel-
lar, a barroomnentioned above, and smal| apartnments on the fourth andfifth floors.
The roons were rented for nodest fees by recent immgrants or neners of the Polish
community in need of nonpernanent housing.

The annex was constructed i n1922 t o provi de expanded athletic facilities. George
P.Don, aself-trained [ocal architect, designed the annex, and nany other Chi copee
buildings. Plans andspecifications for theannex have sundved.

- Conti nued -
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10. Geographical Data
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Verbal boundary description and justification

M ease r*fer to the attached nap.
List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
nan@title  Charles T. Lennon f or Gandace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator

organization Massachusetts Historical Gomm ssion dat e June 1980
street & number 224 Washington Street telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state VA 02108

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the stateis:

national state _k:”ocal

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion inthe National Register and certify that It has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

titleExecutive Director, Massachusetts Historical conm ssion date

For HCRS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included inthe National Register

date I( lif rt

A~ Keeper ofine National  Roister

Attest {ihjCclfrfluuU date n/P  j&t"

Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835
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Don began in the buildingtrades as acarpenter, and was listed as such in the
city directory for several years until 1911,when he was [isted as an architect for
the first time. Don's first advertisement appeared i nthe 1926 directory, bill-
ing himas an"Architect, Notary Public, Specializingin Churches and Schools."3
Heves active until 1947. [ Mortunately, research to date has not revealed the
architect who deserves credit for the main building.

Chi copee’ s Polish population grewrapidlyinthe early 20th century. In 1885 the
city's population was 11,516 and included 205 Poles. By 1895, the city had grown
to 16,420, of which 1,445 were Poles. 1n 1914, the year the FNHwas conpleted,
the city of about 25,000 had 9,000 Polish-bomresidents.4 Chicopee's textile

i ndustry enpl oyed nost of the Polish inmmgrants.

In the 1910s and 1920s, the PM was used for events heavily inbued with Polish
culture, such as Polish |anguage classes, theater and nusical presentations fea-
turing promnent Polish perforners who toured the nation, and athletic contests
between touring Polish boxers and wrestlers. However, inthe 1930s, '40s and
'50s, asthe process of acculturationcontinued and the Polish becane Poli sh-
Anericans, interest in Polish culturewaned, and the PU becane a gathering
place for social intercourse with anore nulti-national enphasis.

In the 1960s and '70s, the PA.received nuch | ess use and generated |ess revenue
for the Association. Mintenance was deferred and the conditions of the build-
ings declined. 1n 1979 the NB Goup of Boston bought the main buildingand the
annex fromthe Association with the intention of rehabilitating themforelderly
housi nlg. The Polish National Hone Association will retain aneeting room and
its Polish language library in the cellar of the main buildingafter the rehab-
ilitation project.

"Springfield Sunday Republican,” Springfield, Mss., Decenber 27, 1914,
A" Spri n?f ield Uion," Springfield, Mss., Septenber 21, 1914,
ASpringrield and Suburban Directory, Price, Lee, 8., 1926.

AEconom c History of a Factory Town: A Study of Chi copee, Massachusetts,
Vera Shl aknman, Smth College, Northanpton, Mass., 1935.
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294 Washington Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108
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