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Barnstable , 1^ MRA 

AREA FGRM NO. 

WBA 31 

Town Barns table (West Barns table) 

AlSdress church S t r e e t , West Barnstable 
John Jenkins Hoipestead: The Old Parsonage: 
r r j x i r v . . . ^ Bxr thp lace o f Lemuel Shaw: 
Historic Name E l i z a b e t h C. Jeukli ib Huuse 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketdi Map: Draw nap shewing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features, indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

see attached assessors' map 

Use: Present _ 

Original 

DESCRIPTICW 

Residence 

Rĝ idence - Farm 

Date 

Source Centuries of a Cape Cod Town, 1939. 
Registry ot Ueeds-Barnstable County 

Style Cinl nm'al—(Capg three quartar housa, 
two and a half story, modified) 

Architect 
E x t e r i o r W a l l Fabr ic Wood Shingle 

Outbu i ld ings Attached garage 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

1780. 1855. 1921. 1968 

Condition e x c e l l e n t 

Moved no Date n/c 

Acreage 2,76 ^rr^^ i7^/c 

Setting rp«-•̂ r1̂ r.̂ -,•.̂  

DTM REFERaiCE /^ /^ i l^WV)/V^/^W) 

CPADRANGLE f-hjonni^^ HP^ USGS 

SCALE 

Recorded by 
Martin Wirtanen 
Candace Jenkins 

Organization Barnstable H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 
Photo //9-32A-A3 

1986 



NATIONAL REGISTER OlITERIA STATEMENT ( i f appliCetole) , 

The John Jenkins Homestead possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and association. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s associations with 
West Barnstable's h i s t o r i c a l development, and with the several i l l u s t r i o u s persons who 
have resided here: John Jenkins, Oakes Shaw, Lemuel Shaw and Elizabeth Jenkins. I t 
also has considerable importance as a 17th century dwelling, expanded and altered over 
time to r e f l e c t the tastes and l i f e s t y l e s of i t s residents. The Jenkins house thus 
meets c r i t e r i a A, B and C of the National Register of Historic Places. -

ARCHITECraRAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the coninunity. 

Although remodelling and renovations by previous owners occurred during i t s three hundred 
year history, t h i s home has retained i t s charm and beataty. I t contains some of the 
construction materials when b u i l t i n the l a t e 1600s. The date 1685 i s inscribed i n 
a fireplace brick. I t s present style i s l a t e Georgian or the early Federal Period. 
The gable roof i s shallow pitched with a large off-centered chimney through the peak 
in l i n e with the off-centered front door. The front eave overhangs the facade. The 
house and windows have moderate width t r i m . The door has wide v e r t i c a l t r i m with a 
plain architrave over the entrance. The window panes are moderate size 6/6 l i g h t . 
There i s an e l l with two chimneys on the south gable and featuring an attached garage 
and an e l l on the west gable end. The north facade has an extension with a lean-to 
roof s t a r t i n g at the second story roof eave le v e l to a one story height. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the ocmmunity. 
The families who owned the property or li v e d here made si g n i f i c a n t contributions to the 
v i l l a g e , town, state and beyond state bounds i n settlement, agriculture, conservation, 
p o l i t i c a l , social and reli g i o u s a c t i v i t i e s by t h e i r dedication, i n i t i a t i v e and perserverance 
for the common good. 

John Jenkins, who came to West Barnstable i n 1652, b u i l t on the property and developed 
the area for farming and raising livestock. I t became known as "The Old Parsonage" 
becaase of Pastor Oakes Shaw who owned the property from 1763-1807. He was a dedicated, 
capable and the highly esteemed pastor of the West Parish Church for 47 years from 1760-
1807. I t was said at his funeral th a t , "He preached more sermons than any minister i n 
New England." Lemuel Shaw was the second son of Oakes Shaw and his second wife, 
Susanna Hayward Shaw. « , ' 

Lemuel Shaw, 1781-1861 was born here and becasiBs Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial 
Court of Massachusetts from 1830-1860, "and i n that capacity achieved solid fame extending 
far beyond his native state." A plaque i n his honor i s located on the property. Shaw Lane, 

' an ancient way, was named after the family. • '' -

, Elizabeth Crocker Jenkins, 1874-1956, purchased the property when put up for auction 
i n 1914 i n a state of disrepair and accomplished the following: Moved into "The Old 
Parsonage" i n 1921 and started the restoration work which took several years to complete: (con't) 
BIBLIOGRAPHY aad/or REFERENCES 

Trayser, Donald G., Barnstable: Three Centuries of a Cape Cod Town. 1939. 
West Parish Church records. Paster Oakes Shaw and Elizabeth C. Jenkins 
J. Harold Williams, booklet. The Woman Who Saved a Meetinghouse, A biography of '•• 

Elizabeth Crocker Jenkins of West Barnstable, Massachusetts-1874-1956. 
Barnstable County Atlas 1858, 1880, 1907 . . . . 
Registry of Deeds-Barnstable County ' , ' ~ , 
Registry of Probate-Barnstable County 



Barnstable, MA MRA p.2 

INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CC^̂ ÎSSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

COTimunity: 
Barns tab le 

West Barns table 

Form No: 

WBA 31 

P r o p e r t y Name: j o h n Jenkins Homestead 
e t c . 

Indicate each item on inventory form lAidi is being continued below. 

H i s t o r i c a l Significance 

Started formulating plans fo r the restoration of the West Parish Church which culminated 
i n i t s completion and rededication i n 1958: Deeded the property known as the "John 
Jenkins W i l d l i f e Reservation" to the town i n 1950: Willed "The Old Parsonage" to the 
West Parish Church. In 1971 a biography of her l i f e and accomplishments was written 
by J. Harold Williams. 

The home i s located on the north side of Church Street which i s part of the "New 
Road" l a i d out i n 1793 to the West Parish Meetinghouse from the intersection of 
Main and Plum Streets. The road was widened i n 1802. 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 



NPS Fonn 10-W0-* OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
Nationai Park Service |ForNnm*oa4r 

National Register off Historic P iaces | « « ^ 7 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Grouo 

Name Barns tab le MRA 
gjg^g Barns tab le County, MA 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

y^ 
61. Jenkins, Joseph, House '"^'""^ r'"\^B«glBt»r ^^^P^^ ZZZA^^-'^'^'-iZ^y^...-^ 3A^A^7 

Attest 

62. Jenkins, John, Homestead l^&A.^... \ " f y ^ ^ ^ . . deeper yA-'-^-^-i-^-'-y^y--'.-^ '^Z^Zry 

Attest 
5 i « 

63. Jenkins—Whelden Farmstead ^^^^Oi*- ' . l ^ e e ^ - ^ e e p e r V / ? / / 7 

Attest 
jjatered 1« 

64. L i b e r t y H a l l ^ . t i o r ^ B w i . » * « d e e p e r y A U y ^ ^ ^ - ^ / ^ y - ^ ^ / > / ^ 7 

Attest 

65. Lincoln House Club jfrJ^t^^^MJ. llhpsA.n^Vt. eeper yAJ^y-^^^^ . - 'y^y^-^ ?/̂ J/̂ ;̂  

Attest 

66. L o v e l l , Capt. George, 
House 

infc.taiitlT«Ian,j^(^ Keeper ^SlhX k^^iiu^ i ^ S ^ 

Attest MyPpy^'Z^ 

67. Lovell, Nehemiah, House ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Keeper I M Z J A L . . " l / ^ h 

Attest 

68. Marstons M i l l s Hearse r'**^***' "A^eper y Z Z ^ ^ c y ^ ^ - ^ ^ y ^ y ^ A^^^Az 
House and Cemetery fet.X-*^^ ^ " ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Attest 

69. Marston, William, House JJ^^J^j;. j^BtC' ^^eper y y ^ A y u . . , . . ^ ^ ^ y ^ Anjp7 

Attest 

70. M e r r i l l Estate 
»A.tantlr« B^^i^lKeeper ^aXk>k 4ld7M c^jl^j^ ^ 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Jenkins, John, Homestead (Barnstable MRA) 
Barnstable County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

O resubmission 
[Zl nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review: O sample • request 

Er^arod In tSie 
23u ciP4l||k, £«$l8t f i^ 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: -
Date Due: 
,Action: _jrTACC EPT 

RETURN, 
REJECT_ 

M 27 1987 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal im NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

n good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

i m unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
d ! completeness 
• clarity 
• alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
im completeness 
d clarity 
mi applicable criteria 
CI] justification of areas checked 
n relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CU relationship of integrity to significance 
CU justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title - date 

13. Other 

n Maps • • . 
CD Photographs ' • 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

, . - G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be conti'nued on m attached sheet 







" n s t s . DJ-G 
PntPMlD UNDER THE DtflECTTON OF THE y , - u ' 

BARNSTABLE BOARD OC ASSESSORS Jenkins Homestead, Church S t r e e t , West Barnst 
AVIS AIRMAP INC. A s s e s s o r ? : S c a l e : 1"=100' 

MASSACHUSEHS CONNECTICUT OKJC. 4^ 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000271 


