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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The West Schoolhouse, built c. 1770-1775 by N. Stone, is a one story, one room,
shingled structure. In February, 1974, it was moved from its original site
in a residential area just south of Route 6A(Main Street) and west of the
Dennis cemetery. The former site had been bought by a condominium developer,
who was either going to demolish the building or move it to Harwich to be used
as a bar. Because of action by interested citizens of Dennis, the Town acquired
the property and had the structure moved onto the grounds of the Josiah Dennis
Manse(in the National Register), also owned by the Town. The school building
is situated about 75 feet from the Josiah Dennis Manse, and although the build-
ings are not related historically, they are compatible architecturally.

The exterior of the schoolhouse is very simple. The south facade has plain
cornerboards and a centered entrance approached by three temporary wooden steps.
Two windows with plain trim flank either side of the entrance. The north
elevation has five windows and the east and west gable ends have two windows.

The windows, boarded up at present for protection, have 12/12 sash. The building
sits on a concrete foundation, and has a non-original shingled ridge roof.

The interior reveals the original hip roof contruction and rare "dragoned beam
corners™. The hip roof, once hidden by a ceiling, is now open to the ridge.

A ridge roof was constructed over the hip roof at some unknown date, but the
original hip structure and sheathing were not destroyed. Each of the four cormers
of the building are braced with "dragon beam"-construction, peculiar to the

area. ' '

Plans exist to restore the schoolhouse for use as an educational museum and
resource for the town's children.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The West Schoolhouse, the oldest school in Dennis, was built c. 1770-75. It was
used as a one room school house until 1867, when all the one room district
schoolhouses were closed and a new two story consolidated school in the center
of town was opened. The West school has been significant as an educational
resource for the children of Dennis, and is significant as an example of
local building initiative and ingenuity.

The school was built by N. Stone, son of the Rev. Nathan Stone, the second

N. Stone was an able builder, having served his appren-
ticeship in Boston, and undertook a great deal of contruction in the Dennis
area. The school, financed by a group of men who held shares in it, sat on
land that once belonged to Thomas Howes, one of the three first settlers to

Minister in the Parish.

come to the area in 1639.
it became the property of the owner of the land it stood on.

In 1867, when the building was closed as a school,
He sold it to a

neighbor, who used it as a barnjitiwas. latér-used as an antique shop. It was
moved in 1974 because it was threatened,and is now being restored as an educat-

ional museum.

The contruction of the school is particularly noteworthy. The hip roof covered
by a later ridge roof, and the . dragon beam bracing contruction, make the
building significant from an architectural viewpoint.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION

PROPERTY West Schoolhouse
NAME :

MULTIPLE
NAME :

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, BRarnstable

DATE RECEIVED: 11/19/13 DATE OF PENDING LIST:

DATE OF 16TH DAY: DATE OF 45TH DAY: 1/05/14
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 75000262

NOMINATOR: STATE

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N

COMMENT WAIVER: N

ACCEPT ___RETURN ____REJECT [ 3 f?/ DATE

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS :

Additional Documentation Approved

RECOM. /CRITERI }; .
REVIEWER DISCIPLINE

TELEPHONE DATE ) 3 - ]¢

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS.



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

September 10, 2013

J. Paul Loether

National Park Service 2280, 8" Floor
National Register of Historic Places
1201 I (eye) Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Re: Address changes for properties listed on the NRHP

As we digitize our inventory of historic resources, we are discovering discrepancies in property
addresses due to renumbering, changing the address to a side street that abuts the parcel, or
assigning a precise address where none had existed. In some cases, property owners have notified
us of an incorrect address. We are, therefore, writing to request technical corrections in the
National Register records for the following:

Chelsea (Suffolk County)
e Chelsea Garden Cemetery (NRIND 2/9/2001)—new Ms 70 Central Avenue
(formerly Shawmut Street) D1 OO0 S Y

Cheshire (Berkshire County)
e Hall's Tavern (NRIND 3/10/1983)—new /alddress is 31 North Street (formerly North

Street) 8 3@@@ 5 @% 7

Cohasset (Norfolk County)
e Pratt Historic Building (NRIND 9/7/2006)—new address is 106-110 South Main Street

(formerly 106 South Main Street) (H7g (¥ & M

Concord (Middlesex County)
e Emerson, Ralph Waldo House (NRIND/NHL 10/15/1966; NRDIS 9/13/1977)—new
address is 18 Cambridge Turnpike (formerly28 Cambridge Turnpike near intersection of
Lexington Road) 7 ™ 1 '?,‘:’: & Nl

e Sleepy Hollow Cemetery (NRIND 8/19/1998)—ney address is 34A Bedford Street

(formerly 24 Court Lane) g4 @ eoyn QA |

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state. ma.us/sec/mhce



Dennis (Barnstable County)
e  West Schoolhouse (NRIND 4/24/1975)—new addyess.is 61 Whig Street (formerly

Nobscusset Road) 7 0N 2

e Dennis, Josiah Manse (NRIND 2/15/1974)— new address is 61 Whig Street (formerly
Nobscusset Road and Whig Street) West Schoolhouse and Josaih Dennis Manse, which

stand adjacent to each other, have the same address. 7} 4@@0 36 a L

Easton (Bristol County)
e North Easton Railroad Station/Old Colony Railroad Station (NRIND 4/11/72; NRDIS
11/3/1972 and 12/23/1987; NHL 12/23/1987)—new address is 80 Mechanic Street 2
(formerly Oliver Street or off Oliver St along railroad right of way) T2 AO@ 1 2 3“ - i

Holden (Worcester County)
e Willard-Fisk Farm (NRIND 2/23/1996)— new address is 121 Whitney Street (formerly

123 Whitney Street)  R4OOIE 3

Wilmington (Middlesex County)
e West Schoolhouse (NRIND 2/23/1990)— new address is 141 Shawsheen Avenue
(formerly Shawsheen Avenue at Aldrich Road) CIO OO & ?L /“

Winthrop (Suffolk County)
¢ Newton, Edward B. School (NRIND 8/21/1997)— new adyﬁﬁ 31 Pauline Street

(formerly 45 Pauline Street) 6{7 @;3,}:} % Yg

e  Winthrop, Deane House (NRIND/TRA, First Period Buildings of Eastern MA,
3/9/1990)—new address is 34 Shirley Street (formerly 40 Shirley Street) 5[0()% [ 6 t”"

Woburn (Middlesex County)
e . S. Post Office-Woburn Center Station (NRIND 10/19/1987)—new address is 1 Abbott

Street (formerly 2 Abbott Street) 3@60 2 cf 3 G

Sincerely,

@b@@d&%
Betsy Friedberg

National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission



National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE MAQSACHIISETTS

Date Entered PR 2 4 W15

Name Location
West Schoolhouse Dennis
Barnstable County -

Also Motified

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Edward W. Brooke Mrs. Elizabeth R. Amadon, Executive Director
Hon. Gerry E. Studds Massachusetts Historical Commission

40 Beacon Street
Regional Director, North Atlantic Boston, Massachusetts 02108
Region

f PR MMott/cha 4-28-75




Scheol\house —
NAME OF PROPERTY _ Sosiah Denis s sTaTE MA

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for
clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION
IS RESUBMITTED.

7 | Description:

I—“x 4 it -E:D
FEB 2 01979,

8 | Statement of Significance:

9 | Bibliography:

10| Geographical Data -- Acreage:

UTM Reference(s):

Verbal Boundary Description:

12| certification:

Photographic Coverage:

Map Coverage:

on Yo Denis Manse. 9’1‘99‘35‘.'
Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to KAW CD‘C
on the National Register staff, telephone (202.) S23-54€3

Thank you for your attention to the above items.

M““‘:.ﬁ
é!é‘!‘&%ﬁ*A Date: _2-}3'7J"
Chief, Branch of Registration L T

United States Department of the Interior - National Park Service WASO No. 8
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:

architect/m .builder:
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&
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