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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The  Dunbai—Vinton House is significant as a rare smal brick, residence
that may have originally served as a school, meeting National Register
criteric»rt C at the local level. It retains integrity of
location, materials, workjnanship, and design. The boundaries

indicated on the attached assessors map are those of current
ownership.

ARHTEIURA. SGVHCANE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate interns of
other buildings wthin the conmunity.

Published references tothis small one-and-a-half story gable endbrick building indicate
that it was built as a residence. However, itsdesign, with atall arched entrance at t he far
end of thefacade, suggests that i t nmay, i nfact, originally have been a school house.

Al'though a clapboard addition tothewest end of thefacade was made i nt heearly 1970's,
the building i sotherwise intact andwell preseirved. | tretains 6/6 sash, granite sills and
lintels and a si xpanel door. The surface of theexterior brick walls has unfortunately been
damaged by abrasive cl eaning.

HSICRCGL. SGNHCWNE FExplain therole omers played inlocal or state history and how the
bui lding relates tothe devel gpnent of the conmunity.
This building was mentioned i na report i ntheQuinebaug Historical Society Leaflets,

written about 1901:

"At thecorner of Hook and Ham Iton Streets i sthedwelling of

Al'bert E Vinton. This was t hehone of Lenuel Dunbar and was

built by Capt. COemence over 70 years ago. Here Andrew W Maray

and Mrs. Lawson, mother of Ms. C D Rose, attended a private

school held by Ms. Dunbar."
[f i tistrue that the structure was built by C enence, i tcannot have been built after 1828.
Capt. Calvin Oenence died at t heage of forty-five i nFebruary of that year. Nbo documentation
has been found toclarify whether Cenmence hadbuilt thebuilding forhimself or as a builder
for Dunbar. However, i n 1836 Mbses Plinpton's History of Southbridge described thelocation
of 3 ¢ (pre-1816) schoolhouse i nthetown center as having "stood where Ms. denence now
lives". This suggested connection between thebuilding's ownership by Oenmence and t he fact
that thebuilding looks like a school i stantalizing. Also, thereference above to Ms.
Dunbar's hol ding a school here seens" to strengthen thepossibility that thebuilding m ght
originally have been built as a school andthat certain details i nthese reports were inaccurat'
Further research i snecessary todetermne theoriginal useandearly history of this
unusual building.
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